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¢ That the Constitution drafted by tue Provisional
Commiitteo be adopted,” and spokoas fullows : Before
putting 1y resolution to the meeting, perhups 1t
may pot be out of placo to say a few words as to the
usefulness, from a business woman’s point of view,
of such a body as the National Council of Women.
I havo the honor to represent here to-day a small,
though I am glud to say over-growing, community of
women engaged in clerical work in this city, the
typists. Theso are women who in earning their liv-
wng ask for a moxe onlargad field for their activity
than the time-honored employments of teaching and
nufsing and such like. I want to pointout how the
sympathy of a combination of women helped tho pro.
fession to which T beloug whon entering upon a hith.
erto unknown business curcer in 1887, and no doubt
the benefit was folt by others also, Clerieal work as
an occupution for women had been vory littlo tried,
and 1 can assure you it was with fear and trembling
that I approached the husiness men of Sydney, asking
them to cncourage this now venture, and here I
should like to bear testimony to the unvarying cour-
tesy ana kindness always reccived by us at their
hands, from Government oflicers, and members of
medical, legal, theatrical and moreantile professions
generally. The Exhibition of Women's Industrios
was being initiated at that time by sowme of the lead-
ing women of Sydney, and much interest was taken
in the matter, by Lady Carrington as president, by
Lady Windeyer, the mother of our valued hon. sce-
retary, by the heads Jf the different departments and
by wmy ever-valued friend, Tady Fairfax, then of
Admimlty House ; in whose department ~the me-
chanical —typewriting was included. A few of the
practical effects of the Exhibition were these. The
first classes for typewriting in Sydney were started
in connection with Lady Fairfax’s department, the
first woman’s copying oflice was opened then, znd the
first women who went into offices in Sydney to any
known extent wero I am proud to say the pupils of
that Exhibition, and the interest taken in the profes-
sior: helped to raise it to a high standard, so that any
well educaied woman may be proud to enter its ranks
Wo are still climbing the hil), and have old world
prejudices  to overcome and we have to show our
adaptability for the business, »ud what sort of stuf”
we are made of, no one can hslp us in that hut o1 r-
selves, but T acknowledge with gratitude that t. e
combination in conncetion with the Exhibition . €
Women’s  Industries  heiped to  launch  ow
profession in . way that wovld huave been difli-
cult for any pioneer to do unaided, no matter
what aer previous experience may have been.
Then I see before our National Council a much wider
tield than aiding women who are starting or who
have started m new professions, helpful though that
may be.  Are there not crying evals in this arr aity
to be remedied amongst our sister workers {1 refer
to the Factory Girls, the Tailoresses, the shop assist.
ants and so on.  If we can help to iring thenr griev-
auces before the public —and surely we ean do so—in
order that the law may step in and make their condi-
tion better, our Couneil will not have been formed in
vain.  We all know mdividually how sweet and help-
ful it is to have sympathy frem our friends in any
work in which we are engawed, well, as the friend is
to the individual, so will this Council be to the body
represented by its delegates, and we may look forward
to the time when the little seed sown to-duy under
such anspicivus circutastances, will later on grow mto
the beautiful tree spreading its protecting branches
over those who need shelter, and bringing heauty and
con:lfm‘t to all thuso who have to tread on hfe's rough
road.

The resolution wis seconded by Miss MacCallum,
and supported by Mrs. Wolstenholme.

After discussion 1t was resolved that the adoption
or the amendment of the Constitution should be left
to the mcoming members of *he National Council of
Women.

Madame Rougier moved, and Mrs. C. J. Martin
seconded the motion, —*That Lady Fampden be
olected preswdent ; Lady Darley and Lady KRenwick
vice-presidents : Miss M. Windeyer, corresponding
secretary : and DMrs. Robjohns, recording recretary.”

The proceedings ternuuiated after a vote of thanks
had been accorded to Lady Hampden for presiding.

ALGOME LOCAL COUNCIL.

Mory than torty re? reseutatives of the West Alzomn
Council of Women ».ut mn tho drawing-rnom of the
Kammstiqua Hotel, Fort William, on Friday after-
noon, Uct. 9th.  On thas occasion they were hunored
with a visit from Her Excellency, Countess of Aber-
deen, who had telegraphed to Mrs. Gibbs on tho pre-
71008 day her desiro to meet the Executive Committee,
and that she would remain “for a day at this point.

After ashort address, followed by council prayer, Mrs.
Gibbs requested one of the vire-prosidents to welcome
Hor Excolloncy to che meeting.  This was rephed to
most kindly. hor iixcellency expresung plensure at
being with us, and also the hope that we would forgive
tho National Councail for clecting dirs. Gibbs to il
the oflico of vice-president, promising m its behalf
that thoy would only borrow her when good judgment
and tact woro necessary.

Her Excellency requested the presidont of each
aflilintod society preseat to give an ides of thew work
during the year, und asked intoresting questions of
some, a8 either difliculties or discouragements 1 ore
alluded to by tho twelve ofticers who acseded to her
request.

A reportof the Couking Classes held last winter was
then asked for, and Her Excellency was dolighted to
hear of Miss Livingston’s success.

Other questions discussed informaliy wore : The
Work of the Aherdeen Associntion, Child Jrunigra-
tion, Tue Home Jouryar, Half-holidays for Woeking
People, Specinl Protection for Women and Children,
Illegal Sale of Impure Literature, Home Rending
Circles and Health Talks.

Her Excellency added that the juestion, ** What. ¢
theuse of the Women's Council ” is wot 8o often nsked a4
formerly, explmning that at first the aim was chiefly
to take up any public question affecting the sick, the
wenk ur tho erring, » ad asleading membore of different
societies are brought together to hear and kuow more
of each other’s work, symoathies are drawn out, .ad
therefore it must help individual thought ; as our lives
run together in new chanuels, along which love can tlow
in one great sisterhood. In closing, rouching reforence
was muda to thoe death of our Corresusondimg Sceretary,
Mrs. G. 7' Marks, and sympathy expressed with the
Council n its losg, and also with a member of the
Exccutit e Committeo in her recent boreavement.

After a few well-chosen remarks from Mrs. Gibbs,
expr seng what all present must have felt --Lady
Al srdeon’s sympathy with individual membors of our
licde Loceal Council, only one of many forming the
Natiunal Council of Canada~—it in tui.: oneof the Coun-
cils of the world presenting the International, over nll
of which Her Excellency presides, avousing fenlings of
love and patriotism which found expression in hearty
applause.

Mrs. Lameby moved, seconded by Mrs. C. W.
Jarvis, 1 hearty voto of thanks to Her Excellency for
her graciousress in remaining to give us such »
delightful and profitable afternoon. Thiswas responded
to by all present rising.

After adjournment, introductions and less fornmal
chats were indulged in for a short time, and all
separated, feeling that aftor a fifth visit of Her Excel-
lency, the Countess of Aberdeen, we feel that we have
been specully favored and iuspired to higher things,
and considering iier the ombudiment of the living words
of our dear Master, chosun for ti.o motto of the Council
of Women, ** Do unto others as you would that they
should do unto you.”

TORONTO LOCAL COUNCIL

The autemn quarterly meeting of the Toronto Local
Council was held in the theatre of the Normal Schoel
on the afternoun and evening of Monday, ©ct. 3tk.
The President, Mrs. Gevrge Dickson, presided at both
meetings. Finding in the past that the work to be
brought befure the public was mther hurried by try-
ng to present it all at one meeting, the oxperiment
was tried of holding this meeting in the two sessions
referred to, and much satisiactivi, has heen eapressed
with the result of the scheme. The afternoun mcet-
mg was devoted to the business of the Council, the
principal part being the considering in detail the
memorandum of . <k for the year as sugzested by the
National Counall ’

As each subject came before the meeting, it was
readily Jiscussed. The memorandum had been pre-
sented to the Council and the public at a special public
mnecting for that purpose in June, in the hope that
when taken up in the fall, wurk would be selected
from it with prudence,

Tho resolutions, in some cases slightly moditied,
were accepted by the Council as subjocts which de
wmanded investigation and study, and in some cases
action,

Suinll committees will be drafted by the eaccutive,
by tho wish of the Cauncil, tu carry on the work, and
to ensure the greater imvestigation of cach sul.ject,
and the greater ease of tho members, no vue will be
asked to act on nwore thau one Lomimittee.

In considering the resolution- ro ** How nedicas
aid and nursing can be brought nearm to tho wome:,
of tho Nurth-West.” A paper on, ** A new schewe of
colonization of the North-West,” repared by Ms.
O'Byrae, of Niagara Falls, who has given this subsect
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much thought knowing only too well what sottlors
havo had to sutfer, in boing miles from medical aid,
and from neighborly help. The paper «.alt with
these difliculties, and 1 a very interest' .y, way sug
gested velief by co-vperative farunng. The settler
who would bo a land owner according tu Mrs, O'Ryrne’s
schome would require to start with 1,600 eapital,

Tho President stated that all the work undectakon
by the Council last year and still votinished would be
coutinued this year, bowng carried on by committees,
this inciudes 1, —The length of working hours ; 2.—
The protection of women and children : 3.—-Tho
spread of pure literature , . —Manual teaining in the
schools ; 0.—Waoik undortaken by the Prisouer’s Aid
i\ssocintion in which this council had beon asked to
1elp.

‘Cho evening session was devoted to papers, discus-
sions and music.

Mrs. Curzon prepared a very fine papor on ** Read-
my Circles,” which was read by Mrs. Wood.

Miss Fitzgibbon and the President also spoke on
this subject.  Ono of tho thoughts expressed was to
the offect that much profit would boe derived, if our
Provincial University would develop somo schemeo for
directing and encouraging Rending Circles.  Such a
scheme would secure for the readers, well directed
and satisfactury courses of study and would bring the
people cluser to the University.

DMrs. James L. Hughes gavo a mwost instructive
** Health Talk” proving that they can be of groat
benefit and must be in many instances invaluable.
Realizing that the great motive of the Council
movoment is the development and promotion of
nationul spirit and national progress.  Tho music
selected for the vvoning was Norwegian, for in Nor-
way the nativnal spivit is the root of the Norwegian
art.  Mrs, Nort...op Spencer, who lias just returned
from Norway, zave a most charming deseription of
that country, its people and their customs, und in
speaking of the Norwegian musicians referred particu-
larly to Grieg and Korjulf, as from their compositionr
the music of the evening was selected.

Mrs. Spencer also sang one «f Kerjulf’s beautiful
songs *“ Over the Lofty Mountains,” and all who know
his folk songs, know how lovely this onoe is.

Miss Irene Gurney gave two selections from Greige's
compositions, **The Lonely Wanderor” and ¢ Ich
Liebe Dich.” These numbers were rendered very
beautifully, and left with the listencrs the conviction
that in Norway there is much sentiment, much poetry,
much melody. A very successful ovening was hrought
to a close by singing the National Anthem.

WINNIPLEG LOCAL COUNCIL.

In conuection with the Winnipeg Loeal Council of
Women the President, Mrs. (Justice' Taylor, tnvited a
large number of ladies on Sept. 14th to her house, to
meet Madume Routluer, of Quebee, who was visiting
Winnipex.  About sixty ladies, representing the
various Socioties atliliated with the Council accopted
tho invitation, and spent o elightful time. Each
Indy being personally presenteu to Madame Routhior
by the gonial hostess, and an opportunity afforded of
conversing with her. Tt did not take long to discover
how enthusiastically in love with the **Council ** aims
and wdeas Madame Routhior is.  After partaking of
refreshiments, at  Mrs. Taylor's request, Muadamo
Routhier kindly spoke for a short timo on tho wark at
Quebec, which has been started and fustered by the
Waoman s Couneil of that city and of which she has
been, until very recently, its President.  She told of
tho reforms m deating with female prisonors as a
result of thair action.  The new City Hall in Quebee,
has now a room set apart for women under
arrest, who are searched and attended to by a femalo
ofticer.  Another very important change is, that first
offenders are kept sopmrated from those who have
grown hardened in crime by its frequont commission.
A matron 18 now supported at tho city's expense. A
schemo 18 bewyg set vn foot by the Womens Council
m Qucebee for teacaing Doumustic Science— Cooking.
ote.,—Servants gir.s will bo especinlly hoipaed to obtain
all the training necessary to muke them cither more
efhaient servants, or thrifty clover house-wives, st o
nommal cost. A very delightful feature of this move-
ment 13 tho fact that Cathalics, and Protestants of all
denominations, ara equally interested, and are ten-
denng mutual assistance to this most admirable work.
Mier expressiony of apprecietion of Madame Rou-
thier s httle address, the ladies acparated, and inlittlo
groups wended wieir way along tho sunny, leafy,
paths, which lead from Mra. Tuylor's pleasant resi-
dence in Fort Rouge, all feeling that not only o very
pleasant bt alsu a very profitable time had Yoen
spont in Madame Roathier's conmpany, at tho invita

tion of the President. K. F. Parkrr,
Res, See,
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