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neover to sheathe the awond of God's word, till it
han ovérturned the man of ein, from his very
foundations ; until the Kingdom of the Laord Christ
bo éstablished on thy ruing of that of Snian,
Your committee would now resign into your
hands tho chargo with which they have been en-
trasted, with the cameat prayer, that thoso who
succétd them, may have still more eause 1o bloss
the Lord for tokens of his favor and love, Tand
may sce tho work of God prospering yet more
abundantly in their hauds,
. Joun Lagso, Secretury.
Kxox's Covrusr,
Tomoxro, Octaber 29, 1852,

* Ths folfowing will shew the number of Cate-
¢chistd engageil during Inst sununer 5 the stations
occupied by them ; the attendance at thoso sta-
tions; prayer-meeting ; hible classes; Sabbath
dchools; and familes visited, at all tho spheres ot
fabour:—

- Preshyterics, G; Catechists, 13 Stations, 38 ;
Dicts” overy Sabbath, 30—Attendance, $40;
Prayer Mectings, 22—Attendance, 360 ; Bible
Clasags, 12— Attendance, 200 ; Sabbath Schools,
%Anéudanco, G10; Pamilies Visited, 915.
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:.. . -To the Editor of the Record.
. Onituia, 1764 Noo., 1852,

Sin,—

#In tho account in tho Record for this month,

of tho proccedings of the ‘T'oronto Presbytery, a
- geforence is mado to certain documents from Oro

and Orillia. It iy, however, to he regretted, that
- an fmportant omission has heen made.  In these
- --communications, it is distinctly stated, that the
- rostricgion “of my scrvices to Oro and Qrillia is

fiot.desired, until supply can bo obtaned for the

stations loft vacant. The non-iusertion of this

© - ¢ircumstance lias, in this quarter, not only led to

erroneaus inipressions, calculated to injure our
causo ; but also represents the Presbytery, as des
pniving nearly 300 people of any roligious in-
struction. P
-+ Besides, is it not & standing rute of our Church,
that no cases in an unfinished state, unless under
peculiar circumstances, aro to be recorded in tho
pages of a public periodical?

i%Tho inscrtion of this will oblige, yours truly,

” ’ Jomx Gray.
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=« QF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF
S HEAVEN.”
i . . M —

< Tho following letter as wo give it, withonlya
{g{\f verbal alterations, was addressed by its wri-
1er o his youwhful, but faithful pastor. Tt was
not intendoed for publication, nor does the author
]ay_' any claim either to litorary acquirements, or
otiginality of thought. In our estimation tho
‘lattor 'is 100 good to be hidden. Tho whole
soopo and tono of it bespeaks & heart in the right
place, and a warmth of Christian fecling and love
1«’2'6_ rarcly exhibited.  Wero the minds of profess-
ing Christians moro directed into the same chan-
nel,-we shonld not 8o often hear of Sabhath
_Séhoo_!g ]anguishing far want of snitahlo teachers,
no'r_r_sb'l' many of the youug treading the fatal paths
Bf’folly and vice. “Trun upacluld in the way
he should go”’ They that seek mo carly shail
find me.” :

Deax’ Pistor,—

+1I would not occapy your time with these lincs,
wero it not for the enconragement you gave me
tho, last time you were in my house. My senti-
ments havo been more confirmed by what 1 sco
and hear overy day.

- L have known some porsons, who appeared to
regard young children as incapable of religious
i ons, and wlo, acting in acconlunce with

‘ :b'eit"'viows. have imparted but littde roligious

instruction during the carlier period of a child's
life. It seems to me, that the graco and provi-
dence of God are constantly furmshing facts (o |
provo the contrary of this.  “I'here are true and |
fathful witnesses, both inspired and uninspired,
who do testify that wvery young children, com-
prehend enough of God and the things of God,
for tho purposo of true worship and roverence. |
They hnow cnough of their own destitation 1o )
feel thairneed of prayer.  “I'hey can know cuough
of tho Saviour to exercise a living faith in Hin,
I never gaw any thing in the Bible, norany thing
in the manifestation of the child, to lead mo to
think him so purely an animal, ns to have no
available religious sensibilities. I cannot per-
suado myself that the Saviour regarded in any
such light, the littlo children who wero brought
to him, to rcecivo his blessing. I am sarisfied
fromm what I know of my own case, that if pet-
conal and prayerful ¢fforts for a child's conversion
to God be delayed, until he has reached a certain
degree of maturity, often cre the approved timo
has arrived, depravity will havo go matured the
evil propensities and passions, as greatly 1o di-
minish (humanly speaking) the prospeets of con-
version.  ‘The religious susceptibilities of a child,
8o far from commencing at this veriod of life, are
often well nigh extinguished, by the overgrowth
of depraved inclinations, leaving scarcely cnough
of soil 10 afford any degree of hope.

I know thero are parents who say their chil-
dren aro not old cnough to comprehend the truths
of religion ; yet these samo children are regarded
as quito capablo of studying Latin, Greck, Alge-
bra, &c., and parents would bo offended if told,
that they were not capable of understanding many
subjects, which appropriately helong to maturer
years. Yet theso famo parente arc often found
waiting for a maturity of judgment, hefore they
make any dircet and personal cfforts for their
children’s conversion.  Such persons would do
well to consider, that before their “convenient
gcason” comes, tho pastions may have gained a
despotic power, reason have becomie a captive,
wholly under that power, the affections altogether
centered in the pleasures of carth, and the most
favourable time for conviction, the time, when
the mind is most rusceptiblo of impressions, have
passed away. What a fearful thought! The
soul open to impressions now, gradually becom.
ing harder and more impenitent, until at length
it is given up of God to believe a Jic, and finally
islost! Docs not the Saviour's Gospel, and his
examplo also, teach ue, that we should labour
and pray for early conversions? Al who follow
that teaching may hope for blessed results. The
youngest child should be taught that heisa sinner,
and until renewed bi divino grace, unfit for the
Kingdom of God—should be taught the love of
Christ to sinners.  Let tho parent try to make
these things plain to"his young comprehension,
by things that he understands and is doing cvery
day. Let the parent follow all this with much
praver in the closet, and wait in patience, till ho
or she sce the Spirit moving in the heart. God
will bless those only, who will kald en 1ill his
time comes. In due titne He will trouble the
waters, If parents would commence the work
judiciously and with prayer, Ged will help them,
I believo God has adapted tho facultics of the
vouthful mind to be wrought upon and moulded
in this way.,, It scoms 10 me, the natoral feehing
of dependencc of every child to its earthly parent,
may bo made a mark to 2o by ; for by the same
feclings by proper discipline, in dependance on
God's blessing, he may be made 1o feel his de-
pendence on God, his heavenly Father. Lt
evary ‘case of reproof and chastisement for diso-
bedienco and obstinacy, Le turned 10 good ace
count. Butthen, we arc not to’laok for in a child,
the deep convictions of a full grown sinner ; nor
can we expect, ordinarily, the stirength and clear-
ness of view of thesc converted at a later period
of life. We should o sausfied with a singlo ray
of light at first, if we arc convinced that it is
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s0 much of the true light.  Let it ke remembered;

“

-4

that at the commencement of the new being in
the instance under consideration, these must be
the measure of a clnld, But of a genn of the
true seed 18 implanted an the heayt, it will spring
up,~—cxpand and bear frust in dus time.
& L 3 » L & * L ]

I'hero is nothing Sir, makes ine think more of
heaven than a hrtfe chald, under tho influence of
rehigion. 1 sco Chnistian meckness there in pu-
rity. ‘I'liero 1s nothing which approaches to cant
or formalism. Forms have no seat or home in
such a roul, fresh from the hand of the Redeeme
er's Spint.  The roul in its simplicity flows forth
unchecked and unrestrained by artificial encume-
brances.  Christ dwel's in and beams from such
a heart.  In the prescuce of such a cluld, 1 feel
under an influenco not of carth.  There is the
stream of heaven gushing from the reck, which
the Good Shepherd has opened by lis rod——a
stream pure and limped, untainted and unsullied
by contact with the pollnted streams of a guilty
wotld—a world lying in wickeduess, &e.

Wat. Lirtee.
P .

ON ADDRESSING PROMISCUOUS AS-
SEMBLIES AS CHRISTIAN,

To the Edilor—;f the Record,
Prasroxe, 12th Nov., 1852,

If you think the following thoughts, on, what
I consider an important subject, worthy of auten-
tion, and fitted to provent ovil, or forward the
interests of our beloved Zion, they aro at your
service.  Very respectfully,

The practice of addressing from the pulpit a
mised audience—as if all were converted and
truly devoted to God, by the indiscriminate uso
and general application of such appellatives—as
can only with propricty be applied to God’s chil-
dren, 1 havo long thonght an cvil of considerable
magnitude. My reasons aro the following i—

1st, Wo all know (and would te Ged all felt,)
that the heart of man is deccitful—desperately
wicked—that cvery unrenewed man  camics
abant in his bosom a mind thut “is comity against
Gad,” and that the practieal effcets of this evil—
carnal nature, are manifested among men by
“decciving and being deccived” I know that
St. Pau), in speaking thus, is deseribing the men
who neither know nor value the truth, but let us
fix our minds upon the fact, deception is possible,
awfully possible, nay, common among men,—
deception ais to their state in the sight of God,
and their interests in the covenant of mercy—
*a deccived heart hath turned them aside,” “an
ovil heart of unbelief” is often found oven in
God's people, but tho danger is tenfold greater
among those who are still “led captive” by satan,
into whose souls *the light of the knowledgo_of
the glory of God” has not yet shined.  *

Can it be right to call such persons os we havo
referred to by tho cndearing appellation of
* Christian 7" —** Brethren in Christ 1" —% Be-
licvers "—*Children of God 1” &c. Is such a
course wise and prudent 7 Is it a “manifestation
of the truth?”  Will such a cowrse commend us
19 the consciences of the people, for candour and
fidclity? We believe that the frequent and in-
discriminate use of such language (unless caro-
fully guarded)is fitted to do evil in multitndes of
cases ; itis not true—1t is apt to deceive and mis-
lend—to give wrong impressions—by leading
them to overlook their real condition,—to lull
them into a sounder and more profound slumber
in carnal sccurity.
" The wicked and deceitful nature of man—is
already, strongly inclined to evil—to cvil only—
continually, and upon this depraved principlo will
Satan act—upon that hint he will operate, from
whenee * proceed cvil thoughts, murders,” &e.
We can -easily pereeive then, that'the danger of
dceeption is great—and sufficiently strong with-
out lending the influence of the servants of God
and the sanctity of tho pulpit to strengthen and
increase it, and we cannot withhold our convie-
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