The Ecclesiastical and Missionary Rcc_qid:

not that exclusive and illibernl body that i-,,;-[
novaut wud pregudiced people immgine,  Tuthe
same epirit, Robert Buillie, one of ':hc Commis
sioners, in his book against Archbichop laud,’
suys: ** With the Lnglish Church we have
nought to do but as with our most dear and
nearet sister.  We wish them all happinese:
and that not only they, but all other Ghriatian
Churches this duy, were both almost and alto-
gether such as we are, exeept our afilictions,
We linve 1o enciies there but the Canterbury
faction—no lessieavy to her than tous”  Sure-.
1y in thisthere is Lothing illiberal and bigoted.

Coming down to our own day, nnd our own
country, what Church in Irclund has given a

more cordm] welcome toother Churches?  she
does not #it alone—cold, distant, and solitary
—from year to yenr. Leading ministers of,
foreign Churches oceupy a prominent placeat,
the meetings of hier General Assembly. Re-

the object meet a8 equnls, all having the same
interest, and the same authority, aud they ap
puint a temporary president only to preserve
order in theiv proceedinga In anch cases,
where work is to be done, the hicrarchieal ma-
chinery is found wunting, audis, therefore,
quetly laid amde. The incfliciency of the
episcopate to earry on the work of evangeliza-
tien, is ncknowledged by themselves  An in-
structive example of this has just occurred.
The Church Mizsionary Society 13 Juudably de-

: sirous, at the present junctare, to promote the

gpread of the Gospel in India,  But Prolacy is
not # gystem for missions, The Committee of
that Socicty have adopted amemorialin which
they say, * The Church Missionary Soctety has

{ had a long and large experience of missions in

different fields of labour, and under a great
variety of circumstances in respeet of episco-

| pal superintendence.”  And after referring to

gular correspondence is kept up with Chris | some of these, they proceed—" \iewing the

tius abroad, and she recognizes and welcomes; ense from this vantage:
all who hold the truth as it is in Jesus.  Thus, qre brought to the con

it is evident that the tendencies of Presbytery
are towards catholic views of the Church of
Christ, and in an age when sectarian and ex-
clusive principles ure rapidly reviving, how
important is it that we are able to make this
statement,

We sce, at the present day, the danger of
departing, in any degree, from what is taught;
it the Word of God, and of making Prelacy
esseotind to a Church of Chri:t.  Men have
Leen led t exalt this doctrine so farus to make
it practically the great fundamental tenet und
sorner-stone of their religion.  LThe Church
has been made to displace Christ, who is its
only aud everlusting Mend.  The ministry has
been substituted for the divineand omnipresent
energies of the Moly Spirit; and Christinvity,
pure aud spi itual and beavenly, hus been

transformed into & system of outward forms
and ceremonies.  Betore the Jight of the Refor-
mation dawned in England, Wicklitle taught
in the balls of Oxford, aud, by imbuing his stu-
dents with the love of Gospel truth, he bLecame
the instrument of spreading it widely abroad,
and England beenme a Protestant naton,  But
now dovtrines the very opposite are openly
taught in these very halls—doctrines subver-
give of the first principles of the Reformution—
aud Prelacy is cither unwilling or unable to
suppress them,  What will be the end of these
things God only kuows.  But onc thing is cer-
tain: had D’resbytery the control of the col-
Jeges aud pulpits of Eugland, things would be
far different.  Traitors would be expelled,
pulpits puritied, the fountsing of knowledge
cleaused, and floods of error would cease to
desolate the land.

Tarther, the system that holds the teaching
clder to be tho highest officer in the Chureh,
is the wost efficient systemn.  We miay have
many illustrations of this, but let us takoonly
one—the Free Church of Scotland. It was
said that when the excitement of the discup-
tion was over, all interest would subside, its
ncmbers would full away, and its funds Le ex-
hausted. The very contrary of all this is the
fact. Its ministers and teachers are libernlly
sustamed.  1ts churches and members are

multiplying, and its missions are spread over
the world. Nearly four millions anda-kalf,
sterling have Leen contributed towards these
objects since 1843.  And this has taken place
in a country, aud among a classof the commu
nity of that country not in posscssion in any,
Jarge measure of the wealth, or the rank, or
theinfluence of this world.  Qur Episcopalinn,
friends often psy an undesigned tribute to,
Presbyterian principles Whea they embark

in any plan of uscfulness—such ast_e circula

tion of the Bible, or the work of Missions—
they adopt the principle of cquality, and vir-
tually set aside their hierarchy. Thefriends of

ground, the Comumittee
clusion that st s practi-
cally wndesirable for all parties, for a bishop lo
take a leading part 1 nussionary operations in
thar carlier stagea” * But if a missionury
bishop should bLe sent out, and expected to
take part in the work, his eptscopal functions
must be, for the most part, Inid aside, He
must join the mission as & fellow evaugelist,
and place himsclf under the general control of
the managing Comnmittee. This is a position at
variance with the constitution of the Episco-
})ucy of tha United Church of England and
reand.” Not a doubt of it. The only effi-
cient missionary i3 the teaching clder,  Pre-
lates are ornamental. Teachers are uieful.

It is further to Le observed, that the office
of teacher is that which God has specially
honoured in His word and in 1Iis providence.
God Himself is the source of light, the foun-
tain of all kuowledge. 1leis deseribed aavile
that teacheth man knowledge,” and blessed-
ness is the declared portion of the man whom
He teacheth, (s xciv.) « Behold, God exal-
teth by lis power; who teachetre live Him 1
(Job xxxvi. 22) Christ Himself is the great
prophet, * the teacher come from God.”  (John
ii.2) _And what was the Redeemer’s employ-
wment during His public ministry? Let the
sacred historians reply, *“Jesus went about
all Galilee, teaching in the synagogucs, aud

preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom.”  (Matt,
iv. 23.) * He taught them as one haviag au.

thority.” (Matt. vii. 29.) We have his own
recorded testimony, “I sat daily with you
teacking in the temple.” (Matt, xxvi. §5.) It
was the testimony of Ilis coemies, that * 1lo
taught throughout all Jewry. from Galileo to
Jerusalem ™ (Luke xxiii. 5.) ¢ Never man
spake like this man”  (John vii. 46.)

Tho apostles and ministers of the carly
Church followed the example of their divine
Master. Weread how Peter and the rest of
the apostles ** stood in the temple and taught
the people” (Acta v, 23,) and how ** Paul and
Barnabas continued in Antioch teaching and
preaching the Word of the Lord, with many
others also” (Actsxv. 35.) This duty was
regarded by Christ and hisapostlesasaloveall
othersn digmty and importance.  The admmn.
istration of rites and ceremonies, however

roper and nccessary, was in thar view, quite

yinfertor, ¢ Jesus hunsclf baptised not, but s
y discipies” (John iv. 2), and the Apostle Paal

cmphatically declares ** Christ sent me not to
haptise but to preach the Gosprl™ (1 Cori. 17.),

) and again he exclaims, * Woce is unto me f 1

preach not the Gospel.” (1 Cor. 1x. 16.) In the
carly Church the officeof a teacher waslooked
upon as mure honourableand clevated thanany
other, for we find some who were not fitted
fur its dutics ambitious to attawn it. (1 Tim. .
7.) And in later periods of the Church's lus-
tory this office has been honoured above all

others, ‘The leading Reformers were teaching
elders. Buch was Wicklitfe, ** the morning
star of the Reformation.™  Such were 1luss and
Jerom , Luther and Calvin, Zwinglo and Me-
Lanethon, Farel and Knox. Such, too, were
most of the eminent theologinas of the Church
of England—Prideaux, Scott, Paley, Whitbv,
&e.  1tis often said that there were learned
men upon the beneh of bishops.  Doulitless
such divines as Marsh and Hampden, Magee
and Sumaoer, have added to the stock of theol-
ogical literature; but letitnot be forgotten,
that it was when they wero teachwmyg elders
their works were written,  Elevation usually
paralyzes the best of men.  Place o learned
divine or a fuithful pastor on the beneh, and it
is a miracle if s usefulness survive the shock.
He i3 raived in worldly rank and increased in
carthly goods, but he surrenders the high and
honouravle office of a teacher.  Me ceases to
go about instracting the ignorant and cotnfort-
ing the atilicted.  He betakes himselfl to em-
ployments comparatively wean and insigoiti-
cant, and wastes his time and talents in eivil
and seculur affuirs.  ‘I'his is what the world
enlls advareement, but, viewed aright, it is
advancenent downwards  When do such em-
ploytents attuin the great objects of the Chiris
tian ministry—the salvation of rouls—the re-
vival of religion—the extension of the Mes-
siuh's kingdom? Do not theze rather spring
from the lubours aund follow the steps of the
humble teacher gomy about doing gould ¥

In fing, the otice of the teaching elder is to
be estimated, not by the powp and glitter of
externnl uppearances, but by the magmtude of
1t2 oljects and the duration of s consequetices,
That oftice surely 1 mnportant whose end is
the recovery of man to lsorginal purity and
happintess, the preparation of umnortal souls
for the blessedness of heaven,  1tas an oftice of
greater importatice than it 18 possible for June
gunge to deseniLe or imagination 10 conceive.
Compared with this, the most unportant trust
that can bie reposed i man sinks 1nto nothingg,
However weaghty may be the interestasuspen-
ded on the wisdom or fidehty of thoscty whomn
our cyval rights and bodily Giealth are eutrust-
ed, they are vamty itself when compared to
the conscquences of the Chnstiin numsry.
For nothing less than the glory of Ged, the
interests of ctermty, and the fate of wnmortal
souls are closely connected with it.  As the
soul 18 more valuable than the body, as cterni.
1y exceeds the duration of tune, &0 does the
work of God's ambassador exceed in impor-
tauce the employments of this world, it is
s to tell of # God ready to be reconaled, of
1 Saviour waiting to be gracious, of the Holy
Spirit ready to renew, and sancufy and bless.
1t i3 his to proclaim the Father's love and the
Redeemer's sulferings, to Lear the bright torch
of revelation to the tomty, to puint and lead
the way to heaven, And neves, dover can
mortal man be more nobly ovcupicd than w hien
lika the great Apustle of the Gentiles, he is
faithfully engaged preaching Christ the hope
of glury, ™ warnng every wan and teaching
cvery man io all wisdom, that he may present
cvery man perfectin Christ Jesus.” (Cof, i. 28.)

Such are the views of the Prestyterian
Church regarding the office aud postion of
the Teaching Elder,  Weliaves en that these
principles are taught in the Scniplures, that
they were Leld by the Apostolic Fathers, and
emvodied in the couslitution of the ecarliest
Cliurches, that they have bLeea naintnined
throughout ages of corruption by faithful wit
nesses for the truth, that they were held by
Reformurs, that they are acknowledged by the
Prutestant Chu.ches (one only exceptedy, that
they are proved by practical expaience to be
the most eficient, and have bLeen sigually hon
vared by God in His Word and in His P'roni-
Jdeace.  We have scenthat in duties, eums, and
consequences it is an offics infinitely and cter-



