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QUR COMMON SCHOOLS.

Tho Chief Superintendent’s Report for 1852,
has just been pablished.  ‘T'he following items
we copy from the Cheistinn Adrocate :—~

We tind the statistical £ obles amply set forth

in tho Report before us, that during the year
ending December, 1852, there were 3,417 School
Scctions ut operation,  P'he sumber of Schools
in eperation was 3,010, being 9 more then wis
repostedd tho year previous,  ‘The whole nambier
of children between the age of 5 and 16 reported
in 1832, was 262,753, being 8,013 more then was
repotted for 1851, Afier allowing for the num.
ber of children atteuding private and other
schools, it appears thatmore then 64,000 chifdera
in Upper Canada were not attending any schaool
in 1852,
ing which tho achools were kept open was ten
months and 21 days.  The total amount expend.
ed for Common School purpioses during the year
was £138,015 11s 8.

Tho whule number of Teachers employed dur-
ing the year, was 3,488 ~bewg 111 more than in
1851. Of this number, 2,541 were males and
847 females.  The religious faith of the Peach.
ers in given as follows:  “ethodist, 930 ; Pres-
bytenan, 902 ; Chwrch e, .rfand, 333 ; Roman
Cailiolices, 380; Baprist, 200 ; Congregation.
alist, 69; Quakers, 45; and all other forms of
faith, 138.  According to the returns thero wero
435 first clars teachers; 1,444, second closs;
and 1,460, third class.  ‘The averaze annval sala.
nies of male teachers, without board, £83 Gs;
and £62 178 with board ; and of female teachers.
without board, £52 193; and £32 s with board.
Although these rates show' a little increase on
the year preceding, there isstill great room for
improvement

1118 gratifying to notico that the Freo Schanl
System is rapidly gaining in popular favor. “The
number of the Free Schoois reported 1s 901, be-
ing an increaso of 46 during the year; in addi.
tion to which, 429 are reported as partly free—
making 1 all 1,330 that are supported in part or
altogether, by a sellsimposed tax upon property
Tho remaining 1630 schools were supported by
ll)’|i<l>\nnciu| and Municipal Graats, and by 1ate-

ill.

Another pleasing fact we observe, is, that the
Biblo and Testament are read in 1,890 schools
boing an jucrease during the year of 142 schuols
in which the sacred writing are read.  We hope
there will bo astill greater increase in the num-
ber of these echools anather year, and sincerely
do wo trust that the day isnot far distant, when
the Holy Scriptures will bo read in every com-
mon school in the Province.
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UNION—MEETING AT WHITBY.

At a meeting of Meinbers of the Freo and
United Preshytorian Churches, held this day, at
Mr. William Mauhewsan's—afier engaging in
dovotional exercises, Mr. William Daw was
upanimously called to the chair, and Mr. John
Ratcliff having beon requested to act us Seere-
tary—the following Resolutions wera submitied
and unanimously adopred :—

Ist. Moved by John Ratchiff} seconded by
William Heron, and

Resolved—That a Union betweer. the United
and Freo Pieshyterian Churches is not only
highly desirable, but a duty, whicl these Churchics
owo to tho causc of Christ, and tho moral and
religious interests of this country.

2nd. Moved by Robort Gardier, scconded by
William Agur, and

Resolved—That wo firmly believe it to be the
duty of the minsters and members of these de-
nominations to consider, and wo hereby call on
them prayerfully to consider how much truth
they hold in common ; how many of their dif-
ferences aro misconeeptions, and do not javolve

‘The avesage portion of the year dur- }
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principles, and whether suchdifferences ean war-
rantably constitute terms of connnunion.,
o, Moved by Juhn 1opburn, seconded by
Willin Matthewson, and
l Resalred="That, to comply with the requiro-
ments of Chrigt, in regard to the unity of hig peo-
ple, and the general sput of apostolic mjune.
non, and with a view 1o meet the necessities of
the thinly seattered  Preshyterian  population,
whers aro often now 1wo chwrchies, where there
g ondv support for one, and to avord that spiric
- of nvalry slueh s sure to bo engendered there
by : and alse that wo may present a maote united
fromt to tho mass of ungodliness, infidelity, and
{ popery, that surrounds us, we pledgo onrselves
} to do onr utmost to promoto the above conytems
1 plated union, in the houpe that moro influcntial
parties will tako up tho matter, and push it to a
happy consutiunation.

4th. Maved by James Burns, scconded by
‘I'homas ‘Thoraton, and

Resolved—"F'hat 1he above Resolutions be sent

1 for publication, to the Eecelesinstical and Mis-

sionary Reeard, the Canadian Preshyterian, and

Cunadiun United Piesbyterian Magazines, in

order that the subject may bo bronght before the

1 people of the United and Free Presbyterian

Churches, with the hupe that other branches of

i the Church of Christ may be stimulated to join
i with us in this effort for vnion.

‘T'he following Committee (being equally taken
{ from both churches,) wero then appointed to
1 out the spisit of tho forcgoing Resolutions, viz:
—William Heron, Willinm Matthewson, Raobt.
Gardiner, James Borns, Alexander Dalziel, Ro-
bert Ratehfl, John EHeron, John Rateliff, John
H{ephura, and Hugh Fraser. William Heron,
Canvener ; John Ratclift, Cotresponding Secro-
tary.

The Chairman then concluded tho meeting by
committing in prayer the cause to Him who
ruleth among tho nations, and turncth the hearts
of the children of men.

‘Thus appropriately terminated this most bro-
therly mecting, which, considering the opportun-
iy for ntimation, was aumerously attended
Throughout the entire interview, not a jarring
word was heard, but one freling scemed to ani-
mate those present, as if there were but ono
heart in the whole assembly, and that heart
t warmed with love for tho Redecemer's cause,
l and zeal for the honor of his name. As each
! Resolution was put from the chair, overy indivi-
1 dual present testified his approbation, and love
{ and harmony characterised the wholo procced-
ings. Wo trust that many others in differcnt
parts of tho country will meet and compare
their views, and that glory to God in tho high.
cst, and peace and good will 1o men will bo the
result.

Wirrian Dow, Lhairman.
Jonx Rarcrirr, decretary.
Winrny, 18th April, 1854,
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NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Iiv's Fewars Scrirrune CuaracTears.
York: R. Carter & Brothers.
D. McLellan, Hamilton.

This is the last production of the lato vencra-
ble Mr. Jay of Bath, so long known, and so
highly esteemed thranghout the Christinn Church.
Tuis liko Mr. Jay's other productions, full of in-
terest and instruction.  Tho sketches of female
characters aro drawn with admirablo skill and
beauty, and exhibit all the peculiar characteris.
tics, which havo rendered Mr. Jay’s writings so
highly cstcemed.  Wo heartily reccmmend this
volumo to all our readars, and especially to all
Christian females,

New
For sale by
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Tur Ergnssr Day, By . Bonar, D.D. Now
York: R. Carter & Brothers. For sale by

v DL Melallan, Hamiton,
I 'Fhis bovk, hiko it Dr. Bonar's works, is well
+ ealeulated to promote the spiritual strength and
y Joy of thwze o feel themselves hut strangers here,
) and are loohing forward to another and betier
‘ state, even to a state of ctornal joy and blessed-
| ness in the presence of the Lord. Many, wo
doubt not, will read it with interest and delight,
and draw fiom it precious consolation. It is an
admirable sequel to the ** Night of Weeping,®
and tho * Morning of Joy,” by tho same author.

Discounses axp Savixegs or our Lorn Jesus
Curist; Iustrated in a ecrics of expositions.
By John Brown, D. D. New York: R. Car-
ter & Brothers. For sale by D. McLellan,
Hamilton,

Wo heartily welcome this handsome cdition
of a work so valuable and useful. Dr. Z.own
takes up in order the various discourscs and say~
ings of Him who spake as never man spako, and
| makes them the subject of exposition and com-
{ ment.  Theroe is a fulnces and grasp in the treat-
ment cf theso interesting portions of scripture,
which is alike most satisfactory to tho Biblical
student, and at the same time admirably calcu-
lated to instruct and cdify the more goneral
reader.  Without depreciating the commentaries
in gencral uso, wo would say that, in several re-
spects, these volumes will be found even more
valuable.in enabling readers of the bible to un-
derstand the portions of sacred history embraced
by them. Wo recommend tho work to ministers
and students of the Bible in gencral.

Crar’s Resaixs.  Philadelphia: Presbyterian
Board of Publication.

Cecil has always been a favorito author with
us. Wo admiro his high-toned piety, his fidelity,
his devotedness, and the deep knowledge of hu-
man natore, which his writings indicate. This
volume of his ¢ Remains” is a very precious one,
and a very useful and convenient one. It can
be taken up at any time, and tho valuable
thoughts with which it is fraught, may supply
matter for solemn and useful reflection. It will
repay a perusal, and indeed may be read with
profit again and again.

Tue Fairnrvt Morazr's Rewanp, Philadel-
phia: Presbyterian Board of Publication.

This is a littlo work which we noticed somo
timo ago, and of which a second edition hasnow
heen ealled for.  Ttis worthy of being read by all
Christian mothers, whoso hearts aro exercised in
regard to their children. To such it may afford
both direction and encouragement in their eflorts
to train up their children in the nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord.

Tar Inisu Presgyrerran.  Belfast: Jae Reed.

Wo regard this as a very valuablo periodical.
It is rising every month in talent and power, and
is enriched by contributions from the pens of
some of tho ablest men in the Presbyterian
Church of Ireland—among theso we may men-
tion the namo of Dr. R. Wilson, author of one of
the ablest and fullest treatires op Infant Baptism
ever published.




