
THE CHlRISTIAN BAINNER. 203:

Ilence patience. that moral jewel, is one of the sweet aud suitable
qualities of a brother te be selected as au orerseer.-Patience, lot it
be observed, ia nèt, the entire absence of the workings of auger, fer

jauger bas its place and -may «be usefully employed, te the honer of re-
ligion and-the glory of rcligion's Lord; but Paul, who knew whereof
holi affirmed, happily deacribes the man of patience when hoe says that
lie is l-Net soon angry."1 True, patience among eiders i8 scarcely

ja modern virtue. W ith what telegraphic spetd do semt eiders now-
a-days become angry. Too smart te b. patient, they frequemuly
seize a legical or theological club and knock a brother down before
either mercy or judgment lias time to say a word or' offer a rosse»
All such officiais ought te hc cashiered and sent te the feet of Jesus
te learn lessens of mcekness preparateiy te learaing patience.

And -ne one cau respect a meniber of the churcli as an oversoerfwho is greedy of gain-a small, penurious,! nut-soaled person whe
Ifears -thnt biis shadow is ten large fer hlm as hie walks in broad day I

i liglit. W'e eau nover asseciate what is Saviour-like with suoli a inan,
and hadl the gospel creed said te, us, 'Lo3ve your eiders who are close-
fisted, greedy. and meagre-soteled,' an injunetion weuld bave beaufgiven wbich ne -man on earth ceuld practically houeor. The amlbitiee
and penurieuainqss which induce a ma~n te love lucre, wiIl eperate in '

a multiplicity of ways te unfit him fer the oversiglit of the Lord'&
ipeeple ; for, in the firat place, wheu auj one loves riche.s, every etheri

desire is subordinate te tie desire te amase wealth-hexce there wiàl SI
neot lie sufficient interest in the mind of sncb a mai te attend to the
tiings of the Great Master; but again, Lie will neyer affurd the requis-
ite tinie te gather up the rich treasures of the Bible te distribute e
amoug the flock ; and, moe than ail, ton chances te one if hoe wiii
flot preduce the impression thieouglieut tie cemmunity that lie makes
bis profession anal bis office miister te bis purse-thus bringing a
fearful reproach upen the divine cause. Ilene the IIoly Spirit, I
speaking by Panil, haî dirccted that ene negative aud one positive
trait of ébaracter shahl be feuud in the everpeer, meut effectuai!7 pro-j
venting the resuits abeve named. What say yen Paul 1 The spus.
tle replies, 11I direct thst the brother choseu te be an overseer
shall ho knewu as a man "'Net greedy cf gain," and aIse kuaewn te lie

But Paui-what do yen menu ?-do yen meau that a man wh. in I
ai everseer shall net ho knowu te eheat or steal 1 'I1 meau no acb i
thing,' Paul responde; yen know the. favor of eur Lord, who, theugh
je ri, for our sakes becamo peer, that w. threugh bis proverty migit b.


