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and superstitious priesthood is not se bad as subjection to the fleslh and the
devil. Almost any kind of religion is to bo preferred to no religion at al; and
the special (langer of Protestant communities is, that an element should spring
up ivithia theni that hias not even the semblance of any religion whiatever.

THE UNSETTLED STATE 0F THE WORLD.
The present outlook is not particularly assuring as to the continued peace

of the world. The relations of the United States with Spain are anything
but cordial ; and it is not impossible tliat Cuba may before many monthis be-
coine the scene of a sanguiilary struggle. The state of thîngs on the Mexican
border is such, it is said, as ivould mnake a ivar wvith that couzitry on the part
of the United States, popular in Texas. And, mioreover, it is affirmed by
some -who dlaim to be well infornied that the exigencies of the iRepublican
party requires a war, this being the only wvay in whichi it can efl'ectually re-
gain its prestige, confirin its hold on public confidence, and renew its lease of
power. In Euirope, France is ilI at case; like a chained tiger, peaceable
freni necessity rather than choice ; nursin'g its wrath and keeping it warz?
against the day of vengeance wvhich it is wvaiting for with -1ll-disguised ini-
patience. Prussia, betwveen the Papacy on the one hand and France on the
other, is between two fires. Besides, the position wvhicli stie has already ac-
quired and the aggrressive policy wvhich. she hias adopted makes hier the objeet
of et.vy and suspicion anion," lier neighbours. fier diplomnatie wvisdom, and
the stren'gth of hier riglit arni, constitute hier only security. Russia seems te
be pushing forward with more than hier -,onted energy, preparation for the
mnovement of large masses of troops at au early day. The emissaries of the
papacy are plotting everywhere for the humiliation of Italy, and the restora-
tioli of the states of the Church. Spain, in addition to ber own civil -%ar
%vhich is still raging, and the bloody struggle wvliich is going on in Cuba, is
talking, in a Way that sounds vcry niuchlikie war with the United States.
In Africa the Ashantees are behavingr themnselves se badly that tiere seems
to be somie danger of Eiiglandi having, to administer some further chastisemient
to theni. If wvars and fig,-htings corne froin the lusts which wvar in our menm-
bers, human nature, wvith ail its boastcd advanceinent, appears to be at present
just about what it lias beein in past ages-as lusting and turbulent as ever.
It is only a znnrcifuil Providence that prevents the nations fi'om devouriîig
one another. But Hie wvho has given the sea its bounds that it cannot pass,
hias set limits to the rage of man. he same voice w'hieh stilled the waves of
the sea subdueth. the tunnuit of the people, It is pleasant, too, to recollect
that amid all the changes and apparent confusion of human history the pur-
poses of God are alwvays going fwwvard, and that whether the affairs of the
world wear arn encouracirîg or a threatening aspect, every event that trans-
pires is contributory to the ultimate and universal triumiph of the Redeemer's
kingdom in the earth.

TH-E MILD WINTER.
T'le beautifully poetie sentiment, that 'lPrcvidcnce tempers the breeze

to the shorn Ianib," bias been strikingly illustrated by the mildness of the
present winter. It hias been an invaluable boon to many thousands of poor
peop)le. It lias beeni a long timie since Canadian farmers were pioughing
before on New Year's day ; and longer stili since a steamboat excursion, took

ace on that day on Lake Ontario. But both of these things took place

124


