
TUE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

There wec presenit, among otîsers, ene Austrian
major, soven captains, three lieutenat, and eue
ensign : a Prussian lieutenant-colonel on hialf-may,
wvitli twe majors, five captaîns, and oe cornet, a
major and a lieutenant of tise Elector or Saxossy;
two captains of the Elector cf' Meiitz ; tisreu essa>igns
et tie Landgsivo of liesse Cassel ; tvo lieutenants
of thse Margrave of Baden Dîtriacis ; au aidle-de-camip
cf the Duke et Brunswick-Wolfessbuttle ; a maujor
of thse Prince Bishop of Bamberg ; thse tuwvn majors
cf tihe imperial cities of Ulm, Lubeulk, ansd Nuresu-
h)erg; two cf tise bodyguird cf tihe Prince of Hlien-
zollern Sigmsaringen ; an adjutaust cf tise Dulie of.An-
hait Cethen ; with a drun-Mýajor cf' tihe Abhess cf
Qnedlinburg, bosides many otiers, cf %v)seni ive caîs-
flot newv spealc particularly. Tise offilers beionging
to fereign armies ivcre net deficient ini synmpatlsy Nvith
tise peacefîsi and phsilanthsropie objeuts of tise associa-
tion. Franco ivas represessted by tavo massjors, and a
cornet cf the Swibs Gîsards; 1)ennsark, by twe msid-
shipmnen and a lieutenant cf artillery ; Spaini, by tlirco
ensigus cf thse sapjsers and missers , Great Britaisi by
it cal)tain of thse Bises, two lieutenants ot tise 42d
Hlighslanders, and a half-pay lieutenant et itsus uses;
tIhe Norths Atnericait colonsies by an extra aide-de-
camp cf tise governor cf Nortis Carolina, and thc
.senior lieutenant cf thc grenadier compassy of tise
Massachusetts local militia. Nothing cossld surpass
the isarmony wlsicli prcvailed at ecdi cf the cusîv ivial
:meetinsgs, except, perisaps, tIse uuexampled inspar-
tiality with vrhicls the places cf hiosour wevce distri-

'basted. As an illustration of wlsicli, 1 inay just msci-
tien tîsat, on thse flrst day, a major cf tihe Prince
Biîsho1 , cf Eiclistadt sat at thse hessd, ansd a captaiss
oftise Prussian infantry aittse foot, of tise breakfast-
table ; a lieutenasnt cf -thse Archibislsop) cf Salzburg
-%vas cîsairinan ait dinner, and a cornet ot tise Gransd
Master cf the Teutonie Ordur acted as ý%ice; and
tiseir respective pliaces were occspicd ait supper by
thse captain cf tise civie gisard at Frasikfort-oun-tse-
Maine, and a first lieutensant cf thse I4sske 'cf saxe
Cebourg's fusiliers. Altioug!s, however, sîsscli inirtis
and cordiality prcvailed during tise tlsre davs of tie
meeting, and a sudden tisosglis strtick snany cf thse
Mocst enthusiastie members cf tise ir.stitîstion, ln
virtue cf whlieis tley swore an eterîsal fsiessdsiip,
-these feelings gradually cooled doivi dssringa, twveive-
menti's intervai cf separation, and extessded oniy lis
a5 very faint degree te tihe officers cf tise different
armies wlso teck ne persenal part lu the procedings
besides wlsiciî, tise entire schec'ne ivas wvlioily ignored
or disapproved cf by tise varions independent Gev-
ernînents; noue cf tise field-marshals or generais
counitenancedl tihe m(>vement, or condescendcd tu
take any part lu its sayings or doings; its mienibers
beonine Ilmarked mien," and were seldem, if ever,
selected for emnployment or promotion. Tlsey tsern-
êelves fell back into, tîscir respective ranks and, as
soon as a war broke ont, they completely lest siglît
cf ail the principles and pr.ogramn&cs cf tise aliasnce,
and wvere oftess matchied agaissst cacis otier usider
tîseir respective banuers ;in se nisucli tisat, at the
battie cf Rosbach, a capta'in of the Prince Bl3ihp et
Paderboru, who lsad presided ait oneocf tic ayapoe
of tihe association, %vas wouuded and taken prisener
by a Prussian cornet, :ivlse hiad, on tisat occasion,
actcd as his Croupier ; land an casign cf tise Land-
grave of liesse Darmstadt, -%vho liad moved a vote
cf thanks tu tise cisairman, was killed by a major cf
tlanoverian hussars, by ivlioin luis proposai lsad beon
seconded. About flfty ycars: later, tise wvhoie cf tie
-sovereign bisheprics %vere secularised, wîsichact ivas
followed by tise suppression cf snany cf tise petty
,principaities, a st ill larger number cf which %vere

absorbed by the greater powcrs lit a later period.
Thei officers and soldiers, wlio iad previousiy ben
iu the service of difféent nuthorities, Nvero now, in
cacli case, coinsolidatted inte one ; ail jealousies, and
even ail distinctions or every kind, were Nvliolly
oljliteratcd, and it bocanie impossible (for inistanee)
in thc Bavarian armny to know whetlser a captain or
a comun soldier liad prco'iously belengcd te the
ancient electorate of tîsat naine, orhlad been a sulsject
of the Elector Palatine, or ini Vie pay of thse Prince
Bishop of Wurzburg. Tise case of the Evangelical
Alliance is, ia suany respects, net very dissinsilar,
Vise revered .usd excellent isîdividuals ivho attend its
annual meeutings derive, ne doubt, mucîs editication
and comfort freont tîscir mutual intercourse and coin-
inuinion ; but tîseir influence over the goiierail.inasses
of thieir respective cisurches is transitery and incon-
siderable. Vie Episcopal suporiors of tise Encglish
mninbers seens iii ne degrec to l)articipate ini their
feelings, or te encourage tiseir efforts. Mýany leaders
of other (and especially Establishied) communions,
keep aleof; tîseir latitudi.uirian benevolence is ne
passport te thse fitveur of iiose ini authority, wvhetIser
civil or euclesiastical ; tlsey tisenisoehes, ais soon as
tisey separate, are again rangcd undcr tlseir respsective
deiorniissat'onal bausuers ; and wverc a question te be
mooted as te churcli goveriumient, or discipline, or
Nwith reŽjsect, to thse toiparafic inerits of tise Estab-
lishasient or self-stnstiuùsig priusciî.les, or lis te any of'
tiq doctrines on wNlih the variosqs inciaibers cf the
Alliance conscientiotusiy difrer, tlhcy would dloubtlcs8
thougi probably witls diminsied acerbity) enter
tise conroversial arena as antagenists, and the hecal..
ing balmn ef tise Alliance panacea ivould be scarcely
adequate te stausîci tiseir m eunds.

It is therefore frein union and incorporation, -%licr-
ever, lionourably practicable, tsat 1 look for tihe re-
vival ef strength, zeal, lsarmony, and ce-operatien, lu
tihe Protcstâsst world ; and I shuuld, indeed, rejoice
if thse hionoured fatisers and brethren, te vvliosn, la
Uhe prtsent. case, the decision in this matter apper-
tatins, slsould, under tise guidlance and agcncy cf' tho
bpirit cf trutis and concord, bc enabled te consoidato
osir discordant and diAocated battalions into ý)ne
exceedin- great army, rangcd under thse guidance
and guardianship cf IIima whose watchword for tisem
is unity, and wvîose banner over thin is love. Wien
une cf my friends obsers cd, tîsat this proposaI is
promnature, and that it muitst bo a question of time, 1
replied, that if ne advocate for its adoption should
ever urge it upon public notice, it would prove te bc
a question for eternity. Another ninci respectcd
adý iser expressed a similar conviction, iu somewhat
different ternis; for lie said tîsat I %vas Ila generaticu
tee soon" in endeavouring te acoenplishi sucli an
object, however abstractly desirable in itself. It ro-
mains with yen> nsy friends, te determine whetlscr
Ilthis witness is true." But I amn persuaded, that if
tise prescrit attempt should prove abortive, and tise
effecting of a Chîristian union on a Christian basis is
a blessing rcsorvcd for a more pliant and more plae-
able age, our punctilieus fastidiousiiess -%vill be de-
nounced as our folly, and neitlier our say*ngs isor or
doings wvilI bo honoured %% ith the appreving verdict
cf an enlighitoned and dispassionate posterity. Oh,
tisat aIl the tinendowed Presbyterians of otsr land,
being f'used into conc great national communion, may
be enablcd to exhibit te thse worîd tIhe stability and
efliciency cf a Cliurch,,emnancipated fromn state coor-
~cioni aud tintranimelled by s.tate endowment,--a
faithfssI expositor of truti,- fcresataeitt
error,-aud within whosc consecrated pale the minis-
tors are asnply providod for by their pcopie's spon-
~tancous and grcwing lib.erality, and the people pre-


