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tact, I fear tiiere is -.1i growing disposition,
on the part of christian churches, to hide
or sacrifice thecir l)rilcils for sake of a
fools rcWard, sPosULARuTY, Or to gain to
thicir sidc the richi and influential, ivlio, it
is lioped, îî'iil contribute largbly to the

schiencs of the cliurchi."
There are riiany iii thc diffoet christian

churclies of thc prcsent day, who, probably,
have a very vague idea of the nheaning of
Christ, when ho said, Il Straît is the gate
and narrow is the way that Icadeth unto
life." They could flot tell where thoy found
any very narrow or difficuit place. They
know nothing of seif-denial as conncctedl
with churchi membcl)rsliip. Attondance nt
the house of God, is, witlt thora, more a
mnatter of convenience or inclination than
ef dluty. Christ's authority docs flot regu.
late tliem. But this is only one of the
formns in whicli selfisfiness and love o? case
are prescnted to our vieîv. Coînfort, bodily
comfort, and personal gratification are the
first and chief considerations witl very
maany professing christians in time prescrnt
day. In hundrcds o? churches throughlouî
the United States, and ia some of these
Lower Provinces, nay, even ila Scotland,
this wvorship of self is so far ahove the wor-
ship of God, that they wiili flot evcn trouble
theinselves to rise, te their feet, or change
tlheir posture in any otthor way to honour
and glorify, even wlmcn ilie/j pretead to draw
iicar Io te Throne of Grace as suppliants.

Probably they encuse themselves witli
the argumeont that "lthea posture in prayer
is notliing." That Ilhodily exorcise is of
no account with God." Very likcly thoy
i! ci-ca boast Vhat they have got a step

fardier than otlier chiristians froin the wvays
o? popcry. It is, hoiwever, the spirit of
popery displaying itself in another form.
l3oth are attempts to exait self, by robbing
God o? that to which hie is entitled. Re-
ligioa does net 2nak man unnatural. Noiv,
it is certain that devotional attitudes cannot
be viewed as more arbitrary motions o? the
body. They are the promptings of tira
inner mari. God roquires nothing less than
this, and no more. IlOffor it noîv unto thy
governor: NviIl hie be plensod ivith thoo or
ftccept it at thy hand." But ail this self-

scokiuig, and trifling wilm holy things nray
be traccdl t0 that spirit which is abroad in
tho 'ivorld under the abuscd naine o?
"C christian liberty," which lias alr-cady
,grown SO bolul ns to walk int the sanctu-
ary o? God, and thero insult the Alinighty
to bis face.

This brings me again to remark, that thc
davs iii whicli vo live are marked by wvhat
wu~ desig-nate rash specuWaion rcgarding
both the doctrines and duties of tho Word
of God. Most cîxurches, o? any standling,
lîaveforinularics or "confressionis," in which
they have set forth the views whiclh they
entertain on doctrinal subjeets. These
confessions are not hield te 1)0 inspircd.-
They are only intonded te, declare te alI
mon the sexiso in whici wie undorstand
wvhat God sf Ys te us in his w'ord. But tho
rasli and presumptuous, who have perfiaps
a ?ePng that thcy are capable of inxpart-
ing new lighit on thoological subjeets, find
fault wiitis such formularies as, in thecir
opinion, tending to check freo enquiry. So
moon as they find that thoir sentimnts arc
at variance iith the "lstandards " te wvhicli
tlîoy subscribed, tlaey attempt te undoriniine
the authority of such formularies, and to
plcad for casting thora asido altogethor, or
for hia'ing them revised. The pitifuil spec-
tacle whichi tho " Church of England " lias
for years, prescn tcd in this respect is knowa,
te yen aIl. But this is net the only churehi
in whichi we find such loose and revolution-
ary sentiments. ThIl "Chureis of Scot-
land" secras te ?ollow in the wake of the
Churcli of England. Evcry new and pet
thcory o? tixe leading mon ia thiat churchi
also, whichi cannot stand beside the "11Con-
fession of Faith," scms te suggcst te its
proud author the idea of cither setting the
Confession aside altogether, or, at Ieast of
having it greatly modified. That sucii a
state of things cxists, and that the bost mon
iu that churchi stand lu dread o? tixo con-
sequences te the cause o? religions truth,
from the introduction of neîv opinions anit
practices, is abundantly apparent front the
words o? warning whicli thoy have used iii
rebuking sucb innovators. Would tixat I
couid stop ii the c'h irch just referred te.
But, Alas, I cannot! Those ;vith whoxn
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