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embodying the concession of their inde-
pendence wau drawnl up in such haughty
ternis as, to resemble rather the offer of
an alliance, than the renunciation of urn-
perial rights. On the amalgamation of
the three Scandinavian monarchies, at
the union of Calmar, the allegiance of'
the people of Iceland was passîveiy trans-
ferred to the Danes. Ever since then
Danish pro-consuls have administered the
governinent, and Danish restrictions have
regulated the Icelandic trade. The
printing vress was introduced as earlv as
1530, andmany works of merit have l-rom,
turne to turne been printed, the fruit of
Icelandic geniius. Shakspeare, Milton,
Pope and Byron (the latter of the saine
naine and lineage as the first voyager to
America in tte year 1000), and 0other
British roets have been translated into
the native tongue. One of the best
pninted -iewspapers ý vrote Lord DufTeiin
in 1856] which lie had ever seen ivas
printed at Reykyathik, and the colle ges of
Copenha gen are adorned by many illus-
trions scholars froni Iceland. The saine
competent authority tells that the mn of
the island to this day are in thei r nanne-s
and education, gentlemen ; the women,
in high intelligence and social refinement,
ladies. Besides their native Icelandie
tongme which is the purest remnant of
Seandinavian, many speak English aiîd
French fluently, and nearly ail can write
and converse in Latin.

Bunt it is a debate in the session of Par-
liatnent held in Thingvalla in the year
1000, that the historical student of to day
is asked to recal ont of the profound
past. The subjeet under discussion in the
warm, Jnly of that year, under the opon
sky of the briglit bIne heavens, was one
nover surpassed in solemnity in any hall
of legiBlation, and the majesty of the argu-
ment and keenness of repartep were equal

to the best encounters of sharp intellects
in Liter tiines. A report of the debate Las
l)eeii preserved. The question was thiat
of adoptiîîg as the stùate religion of Ice-
lanid, the iiew theology, Chnistianity
brought froin Norway by King Olaf"s
îiiissionaics. Wrliii the lcadimg mis-
sioiîaiy, Thangabrand, lîad sEoken, the
legisîntive dehate began. ongi clo-
quent, fierce and prophetie were the op-
posiiîg orations. The immovable pagaià
party foretold ruin to the island. The
party advoeating Christian baptisi and
who worshiped the God of the Christians,
urged their rgmnsboth theologically
and politically. As oneof them was speak-
iiig, an earthquakie shooki Thingrvalla,
w-hile au explosion of thunder reverbera-
ted froîn rock, to rock, lilling every le--
isiator, inissionary and auditor with mo-
mnentary tremor. l itr. cried the
leadlng, orator of the pagran'party, ' how
angry is 0din that we should even male
flic new religion a subject of debate.
His lires will consume us!' Quickly,
the leader of the new party exclairned,
poiiiting to the mountain precipices of'
lava around thein ; ' with whom were
the grods angrry when those rocks were
xnelted, when that chasm was rifted open

byearthquake and lire ?' Taking ad-
vantage of that hit and of the disturbed
assembly, a division was called, and the
votes for the adoption of the Christian
theology and ritual, as expounded by
ThUrgabrand, greatly prczponderated.

Aild now we rnay follow the voyagers
to the grreat western continent and
islands, remarking that it was when Kim,
Ethelred the Unready ruled in England;
that it was fifteen years after 'Hugli
Capet had succeeded the last Carlovin-
ian on the throne of France;i and about
fifty years before Macbeth and hie wife
rnurdered King Duncan, in Scotland.
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