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THE CANADA FARMER.
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Tha Wheat Czap of 1873,

This i3 tho third ceason in suceession in which I
bovs bl £0 roport o defisient whest erop. The
dzfsiancy inths producs poraore of tho harvestof
1573 i3 ranclered ths more soriovs sineo there is not
‘only a someowhat dimiaishal fotal ares under the
crop, bad o vary mash larger projorsion than usuxl
wasnotsowa uxdd ths syning. A webaalumn was
follawsl Ly o vory wab wiater, aad thero was come-
pamasively Litila opdordunisy for sutuma sowang after
O:tober.  The early summer, though ookd, was nod
uniavorable, 2ald gomo fine, dry, rinening weathor ia
July brought on tho harvest much rore rapidly than

hal baen anticinated,  Tho weather was also favor
alle during tho carly pars of August, aul in {he
southamn counties a goold denl of wheat vras carried
i salaadid eonlition. Dub from abous the niddle
of thz mozih tho weather beeamo very unscitled, in
maay losalitics sreatly mbarfering wilh harvess oper-
ations aad dmmazing tho erop.  There is, thewere,
a great diffsrenes in tho quality and condition of the
stainlizrviatslin Qilforent loc lities this soason; the

ariiar distrieds baung saseially favored, and the Iater
having sullzred much in this roencct,

Thoa {ollowing talle showa ths producs of wheat in
1370 from the same sclected aal Gillerently menured
plots, a3 usaal, ia thefisll ab Dothamsted, which haz
29w grown the erop for thirly years in sucsossion.
It sives alsy, for comnerison, the produce for cach of
iho pracading ton yenrs, the average for eleven years

of 57.4 Ibs, per bushel, which, rectoned at Gl 1ba. per
busk=l, ropresents only €1 bushels. ‘1hisis from 4
5 5 bushels less taan the average talen in the samo
way last year, end near'y 7 bushels less thon the
sverage of tventy-two years. Infact, the produco
by formyard manure and by ths vovious artifieial
nianures agreo very closely with (1 waier tho samo
conditions ia tho very baud soason of 1567,

In tho follewing tablo i3 shewrn the produco of
twenty-bwro vanction of wheat, growa cidle Ly cide,
wtherame ficll, The previeus cropping batd Leen
sainfolnin 157) ond 1871, 2nld wmangolls with dung
111072 Tho wlzla of tholand wan {zeated iatho
same way ; Lhe Cilirend wheats wero ol sowrn b the
same tans, and el wers top-Cressed wllh nitrats of
sdanda o epriag, &b Lho 1ats of 1} ewd, poreocre.
Vor comparisen there i3 alio piven the procuce of
<058 of tha camo variclies in 1872 axl 1071 It
shanld bz siatad that o Qilarers fickl iy taken for
this experizient cach yesr, Lut that cach year tho
reotmens is alie for atl i

~1533-73, and the average for twenty-iwo years— DRISIND CORN PER ACRE (BUSILLS).
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$ Dran) 2000 Laxels, et 01 103 per busivs.,
In my lettor pullishel in the Ylmes of September
9, last year, Tatatad thal thasexson of 1570-71 was,
far 2xUinisl manures, moch lass favorsbls; Lat, for
farmyant manures, cans:lorally mars favareblo than
tho evernse ; and they, conzzqaonutly, thsexleulnted
sverage {-am my proluce. wich iz considerably in.
frenesd by (s roalis obizinz ALy ardfcial mmanures,
woull prosatly give o figurs 439 fow for the averane
prouuse of tho country ol large in 13715 while, ¢
s other hand, o3 the seasen of 1571-2 was, cox.
pared with the averags, meve unfavorable for farme
yaxd than for artificial monures, the fiquro derived
dirgetly from the experimentnlresuits of 1572 would
probably bo oo Ligh for the svarage yicll of the
couniry in that year. A correstion was accordingly
made, and the iaports of tho year have shewn tiat
tho cstimate of the avernge crop of the country so
:.:":".!!c:.l at must havo been extremely ncar to the
tmuth. )

Ia tho prosent season tho wnmeanured produce is
higher thin 1a 1872, and conswderablo lugher thanin
1571, On the othzr band, reducing tho produczin
cach cas6 t5 bushels of Gl lbs., that Ly farmyand
manuo is nearly 7 bushels per acre Jower thanin
1572, and nesriy 18 bushels lswer than in 1871 ; sad
tae mean producs of the theso artifiemlly manured
plots 13 more than S bushels balow that of lass year,
out olmost identicsl with that of 1571,

Taling the mezn of the produco without manure,
with far3yard mazure, and of the three arbificizl man.
urss takenss ono, wehave 223 bushels of grain per acre,

into nitmales in the soll, and iz, in that condition,
vashed away info the drains or tho subcoll when
thers 15 an oncess of rain.  Tho loss of cdect thus
arising is grilingly Hlustzated by o comparison of
the produes of Lhe two plots, No. 7oadive. 9, Dot
reezaved the samo amount ¢f mtrogon peraesy, whish
w2s applied o3 amrmona coltsin the cutama o plot
7, 2.l asnitrate of soda i thespring o plot 0. ‘The
result was that while tho gulumd-sotrn smmonia
salts vielded only 22 Lushels, tho spring.sown nitntes.
yicklzdl nearly 35 bushels.  Aguin, snotacr plot,
wrhich reesive ¢ Lhe same amount of smmosin 52l as
plot7, butapplicd in thespring instead of the 2utumn,
yickled nearty 83 bushels,

Tho loss of tho nitrogen of manure by winter drain-
age woukl bo the greatest whero guano, cmmonia
anlts, or other very soluble mitrogezous manure was
sowit ia {he autemn, less were farmyard manures was
c}xzploycd, and less still where wheat was grown
after.

As the deficiency on the manured plots this yoaris
greater thon it otherwiso would be, in coascquenco
of tho washing cut by the winter rains of the nitzogen
of manuro ¢hicdy applicd in the autumn, 2nd 23 the

ipmanured (ﬁroducc. which represants mueh of the -
pagr and badly cultivated Iand of tho country, chewa
a deficicncy of only abous 15 per cent. compared with
theaverage of twenty-two vears, I am dispesed to
coeludo that the yicld per fese of the Unitod King-
dom will by zbout, but probably nobmore than, 20
P2 cent below the average.

Tho agricultural returns, just published, shew that
the area under wheat in Usreat Lritain was, in the

scason just past, only about 3 per cent, loss thanin -



