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Bees and the Honey Harvest,

A BEEMAasTER™ writes to the Zimes< = [ have
ien stoch hives. 1 neverdestroy or kill my bees. 1
look on the aystem of the sulphur mateh us har-
burous and anprofitable. [ lcave vach family on an
wverage not less than 25 th. of honey for their winter

wreg,and the surplus only 1 tahe away. Should
auy hive swarnt, which I ean generally present, and
te remaining stoch be therefore deficient provizion
tor the winter, I feed them in the cours<e of the early
-pring with barley «ugar.  This and other little at-
tentivns endear the bee-nastet to hisbees as they are
vouy sareeptible of gratitude and have long me-
weries. A hive I8 very like a chareh- when, in
My it fucreases rapidly in numbers, and the tempe-
vature rises inside, you cither increase their aceom
muodation in area or in height, or you will havo a
secession. Should a secession take place, hees set
anexample ceclesfastics might copy. The new
church never falls out with the old one. Side by
side, they work in perfect havmony, helieving there
is plenty of foud for buth. The only inciden-
tul mischicFmaber is the wasp, whether he be
prelate or preshyter 1 cannot say, but I hnow well
he is a thief, an intruder; and after a fight the bees,
who in this matter are rigid non-intrusionists, cject,
maim, or kill him and he deserves it Queen
Victuria’s Court is mudiled un theapiacian Queen's,
You may sce the Queen bee by means of my glass
windows going Jier ronnda, and giving orders with
her royal ladies. who never turn their backson Her
Majesty  The exceptional instance occurred on one
occeasion, when it beeame necessary to give a rather
sickly establishment vam and sugary of which they
drank to excess and got drunk. As long as the
stimulug lasted the momarchy became 2 fierce
democracy, and Queen and subjects were confound-
ed in the melce. The only vice among hees is their
passtonate liking for rum and strong ale. But the
teetotaller would fairly reply that they nevor care
abont either, unless it is pressed upon them. My
bees at present have began the massaere of (he
drones. These are a sori of Benedictine monks,
who, tike o Brother Ignatius. prefer cnjoyment to
hard work. They are ronml, fat, and lazy, making
much noise, ind eating of stores to which they do
not contribute.  About this time the queen, and her
active subjects, have awakened to the truth of the
text, il any will not _work, neitber should be eat,”
and the drones are being, garotted. But yon want
10 hear about the harvest 7 In one square box there
are forty 1hs, of honey. and a corresponding super
rapidly fillng up, there is iihely to "be for me as
much more,  In three Scotelf or Ayrshire hexagonal
hives, which I hasve found to auswer best of any, the
three supers are in two almost full, and in one” there
is at least 40 lbs. weight in_the super, and over the
super is a bgll_ glasy, with 7 1b. or 8 1b. udditional.
In one of Neizhbour's very beautiful straw: hives,
I have wwo bell £lasses almost fuil, and & month ago,
Iremoved from this hive a very beautiful glass of
honey. In one of Petit’s lateral hives, the bees
passed the subterrancan archway a month ago, and
have nearly filled this compartment. On this, also,
I have placed a super bell glass, which is beantiful-
ly stored. From & common cottage-straw hive I re-
.moved a bell glass super, three weel's ago, weighing
18 1b. This scason Lshall have nearl, 200 1b. weight
of surplus honey, and yet leave 1 cach hive more
than enough to last tiie producers ull April 1865.
Wby should not cottagers culuvate hees? There is
nothing to pay for pasture, very lutle labour is re-
quited, snd that labour amusing, 1n taking care of
them, and for very carly virgin honey there may beo
bad 1s 6d & pound. lhe noor cottager wight thus
casily pay his rent.”

Italian Quesns.

To the Edilor of Tue CaNADA FARMER:
Sm,—There is & general complaint amonyg hec-
keepers that they have hut few swarms, (and those

average more than one, from half a dozen stocks,
The great drouth which we have had this summer,
is generally supposed to be the prineipal cause, but
it cannot be the sole one, as the complaint i3 heard
every season.  Inmy opinion itis chielly owing to the
inability of common heesto prepare themselves earlier

for swarming on acconnt of the common ¢ucens not
heing sufficiently prolific at the commencemnent of the
season. To avoid this difficulty I have procured
from 1. 1,, Langstroth & Son, of Oxford, Butler Co.,
Ohio, Italian queen bees at a cost of ten dollars
cach in s green-backe.” T was rather dubious as
to whether they could be safely sent such a dis-
tance but was agreeably disappointed as they ar-
rived in small boxes in perfect condition. They are
very fine specimens as they cerfainly shonld be,
coming from what I consider to be the * fountain-
head™ in Ameriea of this variety of hees. T was
indaced to procure them from having heard that they
swarm from ten (10) to twenty (20) days carlier than
the common kind, and in this climate stuch it dif-
ference in time is sufficient to change into n protit
the loss which genérally arises with common leea.
As @ reanlt of my experience, I have reason to he-
lieve that their qualities have been correctly repre-
sented by their breeders. Purchasers should be
careful to obtain pure-bred gueens, for the reason
that those which are not pure-bred are ngeless in ex-
tending the breed.

I o not expect to have any queens to dispose of
for at least one or. two years, and I mako the above
statements  from  having been asked by eeveral
}wwons where they could be obtained. and from
laving seen inquiries in Tue Cavaps Fanuer to
the same cftect. My queens came without delay,
and without doubt other orders wounld receive as
prompt attention. A C CASL

Barton, Aug 1st, 1861,
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Frzax or BEes.—On the afternoon of Tuesday, 15th
\ay, a swarm of bees descended the chimney of the
drawing-room of Whitland Abbey, and alighted in a
dense mass on the wall between the windows, which.
though open at the time. they did not think fiv to
avail themselves of for exit, but remained perfectly
quict on the spot they had chosen. Towards dusk,
one of the farm labourars was introduced, bearing a
common straw hive and slate. In this he raked the
whole lot with his hand, no disinclination thereto or
disposition to sting him being evinced by the bees.
lHaving covered the hive with the slate, it was placed
in the proper position, on a small table, where it
stood during the night, the inmates being allowed
free egress through the hole at the bottom. Un enter-
ing the room next morning, the bees were found
flying abont in all directions ; and, upon the window
being opened, they all speedily took their departure.
However, strange to say, every one of them returned
in the cvening, and peaceably entered the hive,
which was then carried to the garden and placed in
an cligible sitnation. They have ever finee taken
most kindly to their new habitation, and appear now
to be as busy nnd happy as bees can be. It is the
largest swarm that any one remembers to have seen
in this neighbourhood ; and they must have travelled
a long distance at their arrival, from the symptom of
fatigue shown. No fire had been lit in the grate of
the room since the warm, dry weather set in.—
Welchman.

A Swary witi Turee Qeeens.—In the summer of
1856, I hived # swarm of bees, in Northern New
York. Before they had all entered, they commenced
rushing from the hive. I sprinkled them with cold
water and turned them back, but they soon com-
menced sallying out again. I discovered a queen un
the wing, ncar the hive, which I soon succeeded in
getting to cnter the hive. The bees soon became
(kl,lict, and these outside to make towards the entrance.
While watching I discovered a second queen, which
Icarefully caught. Soon after, I saw sull another, this
Isucceeded in catching. Suspecting that the une that
Isaw enter, had again issued, I retained the two 1
had caught, until 1 could watch and satisfy myself,
if the swarm still retained a queen. They remained
quict and [ took them to their permanent stand. In
a few minutes 1 saw bees issue, mark their location.
and start for the ticld. Satisfied that all was right, 1
killed the two queens I had caught. The swarm
prospercd, so thera could he no doubt about she
swarm_having threc queens—L. L. Faskauin, b

Exhibii;i;)n of Italian Bees and the Move-
able Comb Hive,

ITALIAN WCRKER ENLARGED,

WE " d an opportuniiy of witnessing an interesting
exliibition on the 25th alt.. by Mr. J. T. Martin, of
Tiflin, Ohio, of a colony ot Italian bees in one of
Langstroth's moveable comb hives. Mr. Martin is
an enthusiastic apiarian. and on coming to visit some
relatives near Weston who keep hees, brought o
Inve ot Italian bees a.a present to them,  Learning
that & number of purties interested in hee culture,
would like to ¢ the much talhed of Italian or
Lignrian hees nevery hindly entered into arrange-
ments to ex’ubit the bive he had brought with him
in Mr, Fle ning s garden on the day above mentioned,
when a namber of gentlemen and ladies assembled
to see tiem. The advantages connected with the
moveable comb hive were very manifest on this ocea-
sion. M. Martin exposed the whole colony to view,
removing ‘rame after frame with the bees attached,
and appeare-l to have perfect command of the entire
community or insect workers. The Italian bee is
larger than the ~ommon bee, and a much more
beautiful insect. 1. has three belts of a yellow
colour across its body, vhercas the common bee is
plain black. The accumpanging engraving of an
Italian worher magnified, wid give a baer idea of
this species of bee than any lenrthened description
could do. The Italian queen diffvs s from the worker
about in the same respeets and proj ortion as in the
case of the commoun bee. and by rferring to the
illustrations on the 19th page of our 2nd issue. and
comparing them with the above engraving, a pretly

fair idea will be had of the comparative size and
appearance of the various classes of Italian bees.
The lalian queen has a fourth yellow belt, of which
a slight trace may be seenin the above cut of the
worker.  Mr. Martin handled the bees without any
protection to his face or hands, and quicted them
when excited by blowing a little tobacco smeke
among them.  No one could witness his expert man-
agement of them without fecling satisfied of the case
with which a person, having composure and selt-
command, can do what he pleases with these little
inscets.  The Italian bees are considered preferable
to the common ones chicly on these accounts :—
1st. They are more prolific and swarm carlier. 2ad.
They are more hardy, and stand our winters hetter ;
and, 3rd. They will gather honey from sources un-
vigited by the common bees,  Any parties who would
like to sce the above-mentioned hive of hees, can do
g0 by calling at Mr. Jokn C. Deving, Lot 20, 6th
Concession, Township of York, about three miles
north of Weston.

Bee Promits 1y 1863.—We are indebted to Mr
shenf Treadwell for the following aceount of the bee
operations carried on in 1363 by Mr. J. C. Marston,
of L’Qriginal :—

“T commenced in the spring with 40 hives; they
inereased during the summer to &6. from which I took
600 lbs. of pure honey. in top boxes. about 100 lbs.
strained honey - and 23 Ibs. wax. The price T re-
ceived for the honey—in boves averaged 9d. per ..
the strained do. 73, and the wax Is. 34, which will
make, whea footed up. the following total - 600 Ihs
box honey, at 9. per 1b, £22 10s, 5 100 Iha. <trained
do., at Tdd.. £3 28 6d.5 25 lbs. wax, at 1s. 3d
£1 11s, 347 ; number of hiveswith bees sold, 43, at 15s.
cach, £32 5< ; total, £60 4s. 94. The amount of honey
raised in this section in the summer of 1862 wus

Rural New Yorker.
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double that of 1§63.%



