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of Torbrook ores, while the old company handled
an amount far exceeding that, so that the question
as to the suitability of these ores can easily be de-
termined and proven.

First, as to the cost of mining, Torbrook ore can
be mined at as low or lower cost than any other
suitable quality of iron ore obtainable in Canada,
and, further, it is probably the chcapest ore to break
underground on this continent. As to the quality,
the average of the ore taken fron that district for
some years past yielded between 52 and 55 per cent.
in metallic iron with the silica running from about
eight to eleven per cent. In the case of the high
silica it was mainly a matter of mining and could
have been easily overcome by more careful cobbing
at the mine. As to the extent of the ore deposit, the

The Londonderry iron & Minng Co.'s Pîne Brook Quarry.

lrosible quantity lias been placed as high as one
L.uîdrcd miililon tons and this by very good author-
ities, but it is certainly casy to prove that there
would be at least one-tenth of this quantity or ten
million tons in the district mentioned, of ore of the
quality referred to.

At present, working in a snall area the London-
derry Iron & Mining Company has been taking out
for its own requirements two thousand tons per
month. This will shortly be increascd to about four
thousand tons per month, and if there is the demand
for the ore it can be increased to an output of one
thousand tons per day or more, it being simply, as
in the case of Londonderry, a question of a mining
operation, or, in other words, increasing the mining
facilities by additional development, plant and

workîmen. Taking an average run of ore mined
and delivered from Torbrook, I find that the iron
contents averaged between 52 and 54 per cent., the
silica fron 7.94 to Il per cent., mainly below ten
per cent., the phosphorus from i to iY4 per cent.,
nianganese .150, lime about 2.50 to 3.50 and sulphur
from .ao to .035. The ore is a red hemetite and frce
smelting, and any one conversant with iron ores will
readily admit that the quality is more than equal to
the average class of ores that are being imported.

THE U S. TARIFF ON ZINC ORES.

The followIng letter, addressed by Mr. L. M. ShaW, Sî.-
cretary of the United. States Treasury. to Senator Stone, on
the above subject, has been made public. Mr. Shaw writes.

" With reference to the tariff on zinc ore. I beg to say
that I have no doubt of the correctness of the following
propositions:

"First-Lead-hearing ores. within the spirit of the law,
must bear suflicient lead to justify its reduction for the re-
tention of this lead. From the best information available Il
appears that 4 per cent. of lead is sufilicIent to justify its î,'-
duction and retention. Instructions will therefore follow
not to consider as lead-bearing ores, such ores as bear less
than 4 per cent. of lead.

« Second-I li-kve no doubt that calamine zinc is entitled
to free entry, for the statute so provides.

' Whether sulphides of zinc are free or dutiable is by no
means easily determined. Section 614 o? the Dingley tariff
att, included in the free list. reads as follows:-

.3inerals, crude or not advanced in value or condi-
tion by refining or grind'ng or bY other process of manufac-
tue not spec ially provided for in this act.'

l This section relates to minerais of ail kinds, and in-
cludes sulphates of zinc. It would therefore appear that
sulphide of zinc in its crude form should be admitted free
UnfortunatelY. liowever, Section 13 of the same act ap-
peirs to be in direct conflict. for it reads:-

Metailie minerai substances in crude state at-i
netals unwrought. not specially provided for in this act, 20
per cent. ad valorem.'

"Sulphide of zinc is a metallic mineral substance. and
In its crude state wouild seem to be dutiable at 20 per cent
Section 614, the fiee section. refers to minerais generally
and includes metallic substances, as well as every other
charac.ttr and kind. while Section 163 relates sol--y to me
tallic minerai substances. The unfortunate feiture of the
ambiguity arises from the fact that the free section in-
cludes the dutia>lie substances when not spe' ially provid<.'
for. If it were reversed, and 'lie dut;able section referre.t
to ail minerals and the free s-ction to metallic substance, il

could be easily solved. I reach the conclusion that the pro-
per tribunal to interpret tlese two apparently confiletinr
sections is the court. and the only way to present the cn>l
to the court is to exact duty on sulphides of zinc. The Iin.

porter -an protect his rights, and the government's riglht
will be protected1. Instructions will therefore follow accord-
ingly."

in commenting on the above letter Mr. J. R. Holme
clairmani of the comnittee aîppointed to defend the inter-
ests of the pîoducers of the Joplinî District, in the event -f
an' appeal in the case against the importations o? foreir
zinc ore;. renarks:-

" Thé -above is the first definite and authoritative stat.
ment issued1 by the treasury dep.artment and emphaciz.

the iîrpor tance of the steps taken bv the district committ.'o
t > raise funids for the prosecutios of the'e matters lu i
courts. and setcure the enforcement of their interpretation ,f
the tariff laws. The necessity of immediate action Is sO nt-
parent that it dloes not admit of argument.

"Ait the preliminaries of engaging counsel. securinr

witnesses and securing funds should have been taken even

before this time. and it is not too late even now. but ln
more time should he wasted in idle talk. The decision of

the treasury department that lead-bearing ore must contai"

4 per cent. is far frnm satisfactory. This ruling would on1'

impose a duty of $1.20 a ton as against $5 under the ad va-

Inren clause. It is difflcult to see the reasons on whirh

such a ruiling is based and the committee is unanimoislv f

hlie opininn that it <an lie reversed either hefore the generl

honrti of appraisers or the United States Circuit Court. If
th proper effort is made at once.

" That portion of the ruling which refers to crude ore is

not consideredl important as no crude ore vill he import.I.

though attempts mnay be made to ship concentrates as crud.,

ore. and if so, they will be inevitably defeated. In his rotfr-

ence to calamine. Secretary Shaw lins overlooked or fnil" I
to see the point made by the committec. which visite

Washington. The committee admitted that calamine was "',


