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conditions, have found the promise {rue ; therefore, with them Chusu-
amty is not merely a matter of opitson ; 1t 1» a subjeet of expenenge,
aud there are among s tens of thutsauds of hung witnesses, that have
felt this supernatural change, whose hives aud couyersation corrohoraty
their testimony.

No man in the world 15 naturally disposed to luve his enemies, and to
do good to them that injure him; but all men acting wnder the wtluence
of natnre, return good tor good, and evil for evil.  Therefore this reh-
gion which teaches and disposes us to love our cnenes, and return
good for evil, must be superhuman, must be divine. T have long thought
that the gospel contains internal evidence of its own divnuty.,.

It was as impossible for thus anti-sinful guspel to oniginate from fraud.
as it is for anti-republicau prineiples to proceed from repubheamsi, or
anti-seriptural doctrines to grow out of the Bible.  That, wlueh s op-
posite to corruption, can grow out of it. That, which comes agmst
the current of eorrupt nature, chastens it, aud titina i o the path ot
rectitude, must be, above nature.
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THE RINGDOM OF HEAVEN.
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Present ApmxistraTion—During the personal absence of the
King, he has committed the management of this kingdom to stewards,
These were, first Apostles ; next m rank to thew, Prophets ; mext teach-
¢rs; then, assistants, or helpers ; then directors or Presidents, all fur-
nished with gifts, knowledge, and character, suited to their respective
functions. Besides these, many persous pussgssed of miraculous pow-
ers—gifts of healing and speaking foreigu languages, were empluyed in
setting up and putting w order the commuuities composing the king-
dom of heaven. Angels also were employed, and are still employed,
under the great King in mmistering to them who are heirs ol salvation.
For Jesus now, as Lord of all, has the Holy Spirit at lus disposal, and
all the angels of God ; and these are employed by him in the affarrs of
his kingdom. * '

The Apostles were Plenipotentiaries and Awbassadors for Jesus, and
a3d all authority delegated to them from the King. Hence every
fong was first taught and enjoined by them. They were the first
mwaachers, teachers, pastors, oversecrs, and winisters w the kmgdom,
and had the direction and management of all its affairs.

The communities collected and set in order by the Apostles were
called the congregations of Christ, and all 'these taken together are
sometimes called the kingdom of God. But the phrases *“Church ot
God,” or “ congregation of Christ,”. and the phrases * kingdom of hea-
ven,” or “ kingdom of God,” do not always, nor exactly rgpreseui the
same thing. The elements of the kingdom of heaven, it will be remem-
bered, are not simply its subjects, and therefare not simply the congre-
gations of disciples of Christ. ‘But as these communities possess the

*1Cor. xii.28 ; Eph. iv. 11; Heb.i. 14,  §2 Cor.iii. 4, v. 18—20.



