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Perhaps some one will say, this is a picasing picture, but where are
we to look for its reality T It is indeed to be regretted that such scene
arc of so unfrequert occurrence, but it is far fron heinig truc, that the
do not occur. There are many such families, of happy parents, and
affectionate children. And these families are not confmned to the wea.
thy a1nd the learned. It requires not wcalth, and it requires not extenj
sive iearning, to train up such a family. The principile of golernmen
is simple and plain. It is to begin nwit. enforcing obcdiei.nc tu every
command ; it is to establish the principle that a mothax's word is ner
to be disregarded. Eýcry judicious parent will indecd, try to graugl
lier children in their reasonable wishes; she nill ïStudy tu mlake thea
happy ; but she vill never allow them to gratify themsel es in conra.
diction to her wishes.

To illustrate this, let us refer to thc children play ing ' ith the block.
Maria asks permission te play a few moments longer, till she can fine
her house. The mother, desirous of making lier children as happy t
she can, grants this reasonable wish. Hcre is ajudicious indulgene.
But suppose again that the children had continued playing, withoutre-
gard to their mother's command. Thcy intcnd perhaps to continue
their amusement, only till they complete the pile then in progr.
Here is an act of direct disobedience. The children are combuhat
their own inclinations instead of the commands of their mother. A
judicious parent will net allow such an act to pass unnoticed oi
unpunished. She may perhaps think, considering the circumstancu
of the case, that a zerious reprimand is all that is required. But siL
will not fail to seize upon the oecasion to instil into their minds a lesset
of obedience.

It is said that by noticing such little things a mother must be cons
nually finding fault i but it is not a little thing for a child to disobeyà
mother's commands. This one act of disregardmng authority, prepares
the way for another. It is the commencement of evil which mustbe
resisted. The very first appearances of insubordination must be check-
ed. There are doubtless cases of trifling faults occurring, which a mue
parent will judge it expedient to o rlook. Children will be thoughtles
and inadvertent. They will occasionally errfrom strict propriety,wit.
out any real intention of doing wrong. Judgment is here requibite i
deciding iviat things must be overlooked. But ne may be assuredi
think, that direct and open disobedience is not, in any case, to beels
sed among the number of trifling faults. The eating of forbidden frit
banishedl our first parents from paradise. The atrocity of the offence
consisted in its disobedience to a Divine command.

Now every mother lias power to obtain prompt obedience, if sk
commence with lier children when they are young. They are tha
entirely in lier hands. All their cnjoyments are at lier disposal. God
lias thus given her all the power, that she may govern and guide them
as she pleases. We have endeavoured to show, by the preceding illue
trations, that the fundamental principle of government is, W aen yn
do give a command, invariablIy enforce its obedience. A nd God bh11
given every mother the pover. He lias placed in your hands a helphls


