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BURNING THE BIBLE,

The agents and other emplogers of the Pro-
testant Reformution Society, American Bible
Socioty, &c., are endoavoring to make some
«apital out of the occurrence at Corbeau, in"
tlus State, where, it is aoileged, a quantity of“
Protestant Bibles were publicly burnt, by the
Catholic Clergy. By excting the religious '
sympathics and angry passions of tho.p?or‘
dupes and funatics by whom those societies’
are mainly supported, they calculate on re-
«ceiving more liberal donarions to aid them in
their well-paid labours.  Hine ille locryme-—
hence their crocuthle tears and lamentations
over the askesto which ther precious Bibles
were reduced by the sacrilegious hands ¢fthe
emissaries of the Man of Sin ¢

We wish them suc:ess in their disintezest.
ed labour of love, and hope their next annual
report will exhibit, in the increase of their re-
ceipts, conclusive cvidence that they know
how to take advantage ot cvery event, and
evince consurmmate address in the art of “raus-
mg the wmnd."  In the mean time, however,
we must beg leave to set the matter i 1ts pro.
per hight before our readers o burn a single
copy of the sacred scriptures out of hatred or
contempt for the word of God contaned m
then, would be an act of sacrilege which every
christian wust reprobate. But to burn or
otherwise destroy a spurious or corrupt copy
of the Bible, whose cireulation woutd tend
to dissecmimate c.raneous principles of' futh
or morals, we Lold te be an act not only justi-
fiable but prawevorthy, when done without
prejudice to the civil and rebigrons crights of
others. The Amernican Bible Socirty acted
on this principle when, on a late occasion,
they condemncd the Spanish Catholic version

proceedings on both sides is that the Protes- |
tants destroyed the Catholic version in their’
storehouse ; whereus the Catholics are report-
ed to have destroyed the Protestant version
ina yard.—Had they taken the Protestent
Bible into the street, their conduct would have
been highly reprehensible, innemuch asit would
bo caleulated to wound the religious preju-
dices and exasperate the feelings of their tel-
lo.. chnigtians of other denomnations ; but as
it was_done —if done at all,—priv-stely n the
yardof o private house, and as the act was
prompted not by u #pirit of hatred and con.
tempt of the truth of God’s word, but rather
by love and zeal for the purity and integrity
of the Sacred Scriptures- which the mulice
and wickedness of sucnilegions mnovators
had corrupted and mutilated, we see nothay
 the whole procecdmg but what may he jus.
tfied on the plea alivged by the Bible Socie.
ty for suppressiog the Ca holic Spanish ver.
sion of the Bible, and condemnmg it to the
flames.

Let it be borne in mind that it is not the Ca.
thotic chureh slonr winch condemus the com.
mon Protestant version copied from King
Juneg’s Bible. It 1s pronounced essentially
curtu,t and errubeous o wany mportant
passages not only by Unitarians and Univer.
salistg, but also by many wi d sant Orthadox
divines.  Besides Wetster's expuigaled ver
sion, another edition of the Bible has been re-
cently publiched in Phiadelpha, which pro.
fes<es to correct many of'the most importunt
crrors of the comimon veraon.  Tins uew
Bible has been mede the subject of several
articles in the N Y. Obs-recr, from the lust
of which, mm the paper now lying belore us,
we take the folluwing extract, wlich tully
sustains our assertion. that we are not the
only persons conscientionsly opposed to the
Protestant version :

“In concluding our reveew of this whole
sthject, we have a remark or tvutomahe. 1
this attempt to mend the mole, a great iyury
has been dome by those men, 1t has vo doubt
unsettled the confidence off many 1 tie cor.
rectness of the conmnon version. T'he prac-

!

which they had panted, and, by a solemn res- beire of attacking thes versiun en preaching, cs
slution of the Board of Directors, ojdered vy some mmnistrs aie wont ta do=-of tuiways
( be cast s the farnace.  “Tlis resolution  Mendi & the Lyt befure the, preach from i,
tiwey published to the world in their last An-i'fxbld enough, But this atieapt howerer, 15
i h fir waorse,  Moere 18 an attempt to uasettle
neal Repors, ard it has been carried into [thie ek de foundation—to puli dow.s the who e
cifect, witho 1t a syllable of censure or com. | superstructure,—or 50 ta changeits form and

plamnt on our part.  We held no meeting to
protest against ¢ the wicked edict,” or dcn-’
ounce the act as a * deed of wickedness.™ !
Though we noted the circumstauce when it |
occurred, we never thought of viewingt ast
an act of “sacrdege.” or that it would be “of

teatures, that it becomes thereby a new Bible
‘The man who beheves one halt of what he
finds i tus new veraion, will conclude that
the common [Bnghsh Bible s surcharged with
m:stakes and blunders

We have, thiroughout our remacks, exonera.
ted our Baptis. brethren from ol participa.
tion a3 a denomimation, in the preparation

A SERMON
On the Roman Catholic Controversy.
preached in the Unitarian Churck,
Washington, Oclober 30th, 1842, by
S. G. Bulfinch.

This discourse has been delivered in
consequence of the recent eflorts to excite
public feeling against Catholics. The re-
sults to which theseeffor~ natueally lead
are well pointed cut, and illustrated by a
notive of the successful labors of Dr.
Beecher at Boston.

* For seveeal years past, much has
been said of the rapid growth of Roman
Cathulic influence 1 our country.  Many
persons, beleving that influence to be hos-
tile to liberty and true religion, have come

forth in open and strong opposition to it.! ') rsecution. the & . duced b

. ! ersecution, the impressions. produced by
b s hav iv : il !
Discourses huve been delivered, volumes a1 “oocagion must serve the purpose.
published, even associations [ormed for, The Charleston consent riot is not the
the purpose of defending the principles ofionly occurrence in the history of the
Protestantism, supposed to be in danger, ,PiSts which gives warning of the danger-

. . us re at mg in-
asd of attacking that which has been cal-; %1% T sults that may occur from combin
.o it ted and long continued invective against

I-d the Man of Sin, the mysterious Baby-

s ran unpopular scct.” What reader of Eng-
fon of the Revclations.  ‘The champions|lish history knows not the name of Tius
huve not been wanting in tho lion-like spi- ICates 2 "This man, in the teign of Char-
vt of the carly relormers. Some of ugiies 1l invented the story of a plot tmong
ran testify, from what we lave heard ! the Cathalics, to murder that monarch,

s N L . Iund seize the government of the kingdom.
within a few days. to the learning and Popular rage was soon excited, and the
¢lnquence which have been engaged in the | courts gave it their sanction ; tho king,
Aud, having no reason to duubr, though himsclf more probably a Catholic
in disguise than likely to be the victim of
Catholics, had not principlo and courage

ed the building, some of them in fecble
“ealth, ronsed at tho dead of night, werc
driven forth with insult fromn their home
—tho very ropose of the tomb was violats
ed,and the sepuichre was rudoly searched,
in the hope of finding evidence thero that
might be rendered available against the
occupants of the mansion. The poor
Inish laborers of the vicinity, with their
wives avd children, fearing that the next
blow would fall on them, fled from their
thomes, and passed successive nights in the
open air.  Never have Idoubted that the
discourse 1 hesrd, and such discourses,
were among the chief causes of that
! inost lamentable, most disgraceful cvent.
And il it now needs any excuse that [
aise wmy voice against what 1 consider

calise,
e siacerity of those distinguished theolo-
s s whe o PPy 114 M ;

#A0S W ho, on lh!rc b successive ¢ le.mngs,cnwgh 10 stop the persceution ; but when
of the past weck, have chosen this for ',y mpers of tanecent victms had shed

their theme, we admire their talents and [their blood, the nation swarted back, as
respect their zeal. 'the raysol returning common sense re
. Fvealed the scene ol destruction in which

And yet the question cannot but occur

; Nhtate lit bad become engagnd.
o us, whysall this 2 Why iscivilized,;  For another sttiking illusteatiosn of the
frce and peacelul America, whure there is.evils 1esulung from the course of contro-
uo inguisittun, and where DRomanism is,versy, shich 1 am now deprecaung, let
decidedly m the nunority, should the most
powerful denominations be called on to}) o part of the last century.  There ex-
nnie in puiting down one, whose wmems fieted at that time iu England certain test
bers are as correct 1 their deportment as, oaths, and other means of exclusion or op-
any of their fellow-citizens 2 \Wh y should | pression bearing haed upon Roman Ca-

me refor you to the tumults excited in
Lendon by Lord Georee Gordon, in the

tholics—for the tholtion of some of which

us¢ in showmgtiat [Protestantiem] 1s unehiane vagd publication of this Dible.  And yet we
ged; thut its mrgnant hatred of the truth 12 think 1t may be tarrly dsked whetherit woutd
as deep as ever ; and that in cvery country [¢¥er hive been uadertahen, had not the .
and every community it will resort ta the fag. PUSC bren given by that denoumuation.  We

speai i the gunest kindness towards them,
gotand the thain2 when such weapons prom se | ypen we ask, would this new Bule have ap-
the removal of adversaries, or may be employ- | peared, had not the American and  Furera
ed without personal danzer to thuse who use Bible Society spoken, as it has wats Reports,
them.” Yetsuch 1s the language employed ; 0 :.Ihc comin i version, ag “ p’;‘:#_'x;’:";; the
by the N. Y. Olserver m reference to the: (T 2 d m eclipse” —of “its shedling dias.

ctraus, if not sickly heilizhtupon men”—and )
burmng of the ProtestantBible by theCanadian L v done evils, u‘h;::'l no tongur con N

priest at the village of Corbeau; thuuta a, We have no doubt thatthose, wno spuaethus,
candid and impartial review of the cireum- spoke the honest convictions of their muds.”
stances of the proccedmes on both sules‘,! Seemg then that even Protestaat minsters
would show that the Catholic priest dul no are azcgstomed ta “ attack the common ver-

more than what had been done by the Awien- &ion 1n their sermons, and always mend their

the Papal Chureh alone be judged not from
t 5 present, but r'rom jts past character
whi'e we readily draw the verll ol chanty
over the errors and crimes of other deno-
winauans in days gone by * Why il the
controversy must be waged, can 1t not be
conducted, as other controversies are,
upon grounds of doctrine,insiead of be-
ing almost exclusively confined to the
mueh wore irritating  discussion of the
actions of the Uhurch itself und of us
members,

To myseli these questions have occur

can Bible Society. ftext belore they preach from it :” chat it ias
been found necessary to mend the whole B f Le deen ; . | ) A
ble, by 1seunyr new tran<lations by wh.ch wg e Grep mpression wade by transactions

form and features are essentially changed ; of which 1 was, to same extent, a witness*
that the most numerous P’rotestant denomna. |
tion m the United States—ihe Baptints. have e,
repeatedly in the Annual Reports of thar .. 'evening, in Park Street Chucch, Boston;
b ¢ Socicty. denounced the cammon Protes 'y discourse on this subject {rom one o

tant version, as * shedding dienstrous hght* ] . . . ..
upon men” andas ¢ luvmgﬂ one evils which the most able aud influential divines o
no tongue can tell ;" 151t to be wondered at the present
that the Catholic clerzy should also attack!
the same corrupt version, and prefer thewr | \ !
own version? the cioquent addiesses to which you have
Andas wo hold as * the | onost convictions th.e week listened.  The same distin-

of our minds,”that the circnlation of the Pro- 'guished preacher had addressed two other

testant Bible without rote or comment 1o ena.y liences I

ble the unlearned reader to apprehend rightly dudiences on the same day, upon the

the true sense and meaningof’ many obscure ‘same subject.  This was on Sunduy —
. [ als \ .

and cquivocal passages, has “doneevils which  pore \hen st0od a Catholic  convent

no tongue can el we should net inconsise . .
tently with those honest convictions, were we Within three miles of where the preacher
‘Tucaday mght fol-

dircetlyor indiwrectlyto ard or count nance the addressed us.  On the
H H . 3, [ c . >
use or circulation of a book which “prescnts lowing, that convent was burned to the

The Bible Society on their own authority :
condemned the Catholic version of the Sacred
Scriptures, and prolubitedats circulation.

Phe Catholic priest condemaed the Protest.
ant version on the authonty of the Univeisal,
Church, and prolbited its circulation among
hisawn flock.

The Bible Society ordered its agonts to)
cast the plates of the Catholic version into the;
fire, because they considered 1t unlawful to
make use of a version whch countenauced
the be'ief that the Apoerypha formed a part
ot the Sacred Senptures, and that the Catho-
1i0 version was correct.

The Catholic priest ordered his flock to
throw their Protestant versions into the firn,
because he believed it unlawful to use atrans.
1ation which differed in tany points from the
vension authonized by the cﬁnrch, aud which
by excluding the Apocrypha from the Sacred
cenon, might lead them to suppose that those
‘baoks are uot of divine authority, though ap-
proved of by the church and included in the

]
day. Thempression producs

aanon of the Sacred Scriptares.
Tho only d.fference we can discoverin the

jred with the more force; 1n consequence of

Several years since I heard on a Sabbath

thre eloquent preachier of last Subbath eve-
nng expressed his regrer.  ‘I'he zealous
Protestants began to fear that these res-
itrictions upon their Catholic ncighbors
ywould be alulished. A proposition to
(that effect had been presented in par-
Jiament. A tumultvons assemblage of
tmany thousands, led by Lordg_Gcorga;Gor\
don, an msane nobleman, took upon them-
Iselves the defence of Proiestantism. They
tanacked & destroyed the doutlings of nu-
f merous Catholics, as well as their places
of worship, prodnced ex-ensive conflaga-
rations in many patts of j.ondon, and after
jcommitting the greates: ontrages and des-
troying many hves, were at length res
i duced to subjection ealy by u strong mili-
tary force. Sogret was the emergency
that the king himscll, George 11, firm
and consistent Protestant as he was, was
on the point of leading his own life-guards
ta the pratection ol lis Cathalic <ubjects,
'and the rescue of his capital citv.  Yet
{Lord George Gordon committed all his
‘arrocities in the ahused name of Proc.

s 23 12¢s . N3 o
ed by the discourse was not unlike that Oﬁv'smnusm, and under the iuflsence of a

sinnlar exciteannt o that which hes re-
centy been attempted to be kindled here,

Of course 1do «ot mean i this narra-
tion, to charge vpon those who now op-
pose the Catholics, any intention or desire
to resort to violent mensures, DBut Lord
George Gordon, when brovght to trial,
was acquitted, «8 ke «iidendy had not
dirccted or anticipated  the cvils  se-
sulting from his epterprice. It is much

the truth in dum eclipse, and sheds disastrous . . .
hght upon men.’—N. Y. Freeman's Jouraals ground, the peaceful femeles who inhabis

casier to kindle p pular fary than to allay
i o .



