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1907 INDEX READY.

Index for Volume 14 (1907) of the Canadian Engineer is
now ready. Subscribers desiring copies will kindly drop us
a postal to that effect.
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THE AIM OF A COLLECE COURSE.

.From the various Provinces there will return to the
Universities a great body of students. A large per cent. of
th(?se men will be registered in the Faculties of Applied
Science, expecting there to find a key that will open doors
to wealth, opulence and ease.

The industrial expansion of this decade required techni-
‘cally trained men. The Science departments of the uni-
versities attempted or were forced to attempt to supply the
demand. Men came up to the university to learn how to
make a living. The success of some of the graduates
appeared to emphasize this view, until it is hard to convince

the undergraduate that the aim of a university should be
to teach not how to make a living but how to live.

To assist in reaching this ideal some have suggested
that the Applied Science Departments pay more attention
to English and French ethics and economics. These are
studies of great importance and undoubted ‘culture value.
You may arrange courses without number; you may add new
subjects and discard the old, but unless the problems are
approached in the right spirit, unless the atmosphere of
the classroom is that of honor and justice; wunless the
lecturer is true to right ideas and altogether just, the true
aim of a university course will be lost.

The sooner the student learns that it is not what he
studies, but how he studies; that the training he receives is
of more value than the information stored, the sooner he
learns the value of a college course.

26 Bl R MR ol A
POWER 1S ON.

In many Ontario municipalities the selection of council
boards was of secondary importance. The power by-law was
the all-important . topic of municipal politics. Cheap power
was the cry, and the voting left no doubt as to what the
people wanted.

Each district had its own peculiar conditions; existing
plants, distance of transmission, uncertainty as to the
demand there would be for electric energy. Some munici-
palities face all these difficulties and more, but the people
have demanded power, and they must have it.

The various municipalities have expressed confidence
in their ability of distribute. The Hydro-Electric Com-
mission will find means of generating and transmitting.
The question is now a business one. No doubt it involves
many difficulties. Some experiments must be carried out,
that large expenditures. may not be wasted. Existing plants
must be used as far as poésible, that wasteful competition
shall not result. Intelligence and public spirit must be
brought to bear on the working out of this tremendous
question. The days of excitement and hysterics are past.
Cool, aggressive, and statesmanlike methods must now be
adopted to secure, unhampered, for the people of the Pro-
vince the great gift of Nature—many waterfalls.

-

THE CEORGIAN BAY CANAL.

The next great construction work in Canada will pro-
bably be the Georgian Bay Ship Canal. For many years the
problem of cheaper transportation from. Western Canada to
the ocean has been a topic of discussion. The railways have
failed to furnish it. The growth of trade between Western
and Eastern Canada has been much greater than the im-
provement in railway transportation. The hope of the
situation has been lake shipping; but this, too, has become
congested. The accommodation at lake ports is inadequate ;
the transhipping is expensive. To secure more rapid trans-
portation and reduce transportation charges, the Georgian
Bay Canal is suggested.

The canal is to be 425 miles long, and will follow the
French River from the Georgian Bay to Lake Nipissing.
From Lake Nipissing, by Trout River to Trout Lake and
Talon Lake, and from here will drop by way of the Mattawa
River to the Ottawa and St. Lawrence.

The natural advantages of this route are . notable.
Canal navigation is usually slow, the wash from the vessels
making impossible a speed greater than five or six miles
per hour, or even less, but in the proposed route great



