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N such a stato of things, tho church cinnot be oxpected to prosper, nor the pastor
t to bo either useful or happy. Ono of the best ovidencos that Fod calls & ministor
. to & particular church, it hat Ho has mado tliem willing to recoive him,

. Wo go further, and insist that the call should not only be unanimous, but
o cordial.” A church somatimes takos a minister who bappcm; to be before them,
it because they do not Know that thoy can do better, althongh thoy receive him
it nthor coldly. Thore is 4 vast difforence botween the position of such a pastor,
0 and that of a pastor received to the hearts of the people, as a blessing God Las
, sent to them. Tn tho lattor case, the samoe amount of labor will be attended with:
) far greater rosults thau in the former ; whilst the encourn ement the pastor has

M to Inbor, and his comfort in his work, are incomparably greater. It would~
o certainly bo most unwise for a pastor to leave a people whose confidenco and af-

fections he edjoys, to take cliargo of a church in which ho meots but ¢

| lukotyarm-
’g reception.  No ordinary circumstances onn Justify such a change. But if a call
. comes unsought; if the field offered is, for the pastor, all things considered, a
al considerably widor field of usef ‘ness than the one ho occupies ; and if it bo
unanimous and cordial; there can be little doubt that it comes from Qod, aiid
l’é’ ohght to be accepted. .
0 4. The evidenco would be more conclusive if should appear that the call-
. wos the result of earncst vrayer for divine direction. Real blessings, and
7 apecially great blessings, are ordinarily bestewed on individuals, on families,
3:; and on churches, in answer to importunate prayer. If; therefore, God is seitd-
he ing a faithful pdstor to a people, it is roasonable to expect that they will'bo Ted
r often and carnestly to the throne of graco to plead for the gift, Ttis a great:
s Erivilego for 2 munister to go to a people who have gone to their heavenly
" father to ask for a Pastor, and who will recognise in him an answer to their
) rayers. !
;1(1 ' 5. It is hazardous for ministers of advanced age to change their fields of labot,
d unless their peculiar gifts fit them for cvangelists, They may have deeper piety
il than at an- carlier period ; but they have not the enthusinsm nor the mental

dasticity they once had, And whilst to the people amongst whom they have long.
labored, they are strongly attached, they do not so readily form new attach-
ments,  Still more, the youn people who have been accustomed from infancy
to see them in the pulpit and at their homes, may love and vencrate them- far
more than they would a younger man; but they will not be able so readily to:
ma'~ the acquaintance and enlist the feelings of the young in a new field: of

ds [ !thoi. The call, therefote, should be a very tlear one, to justify a settled pastor
o in changing his location, when he has passsed Lis fiftieth year.

Te We do not forget tliat a call must come to a settled pastor throu h his
of | Presbytery  Still, most churches will, as indeed they should, correspond with'
; ministors whose sérvices they desife to secure, in order to ascertain their
H, viows before proceeding so far as to make out a call; and if the principles:
cr [l " view of which such questions ought to be settled wero well understood §
en [ 0 almost all instances in which the call ought to be declined, answers could be

given, which would prevent the delay and disappointment incidént to tha

7. R egular proseféutibn of it. For when suck a cortespondence is opened, the ﬁa‘y*
, iy-prepared “for the pastor, without indelicacy or impropriety, to make ail
3; lecessary inquiries, to confer with his own Session, and to consult with thoss of
oy bisbrethren whose opinions have weight with him.  And it canuot be admit

{o Jl 0.8 moment, that any minister of tight feelings would encourago the making
oy [l O of & call whick he sxpects to' decling, To do s0, would be to trifle with 'the

i B Wlereats of the ghurch of Chist ok motives utterly unworthy of s Christian-
1o I winister. : ' '
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