
T HIS is generally supposed to be aliglit apple year, but there are beau-
tif ul crops in many of the apple or-

chards of Norfolk County, that are affli-
ated with the Norfolk Fruit Growers'
Association. I have just returned from
a visit to these famous orchards, and
some account of what I saw 'should be
of interest to readers of THE CANADIAN

HORTICULTURIST.

The orchard of Mr. josephi Gilbertson,
situated about three miles west of Sim-
coe, bas a nice crop of about 8oo barrels
of beautiful apples. The trees have been
carefuhly pruned, sprayed, cultiva4ed
and trimmed, and the crop will run fromn
85 to go per cent. No. i. This is the
pioneer orchard of the Association. It
formerly belonged to Mr. jas. E. John-
son, the manager of the Norfolk Fruit
Growers' Association. The Greenings
were nearly finished, but the Spys,
Kings, Baldwins, Taîman Sweets, etc.,
were there in aIl their glory. Picking,
sorting and barrelling was ln fuli swing,
and a number of men were at work.

PÂOKING THE PRUIT
The apples are picked into baskets

and emptied on te, the sorting tables,
where they are separated into ones and
twos for barrelling and the culîs thrown
out in a pile. The packer places two,
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papers at the bottom of each barrel-to
be the face-and then lays the apples in
rows begin "ning at the outside, and work-
ilng towards the centre. Those for the
face are ail stemmed first, then the rest
of the apples are carefully''emptied from
the baskets, and after each basket is put
in, the barrel is well shaken. The apples
at the top of the barrel are then, placed
evenly by hand, almost as carefully as
those at the bottoni. The false head is
placed on the barrel, which is well rock-
ed, and pressed gently down with a
screw press.

The two hoops are then nailed on, nîso
the head, lnes, and the barrel is reversed
and stencilled with the name of the As-
sociation, the variety, the number of the
orchard, and the narne of the packer.

GROWERS ARE NUI!BERED
Each member of the Association bas

a numbe'r.' The apples are lîable to, in-
spection in the orchard at any time, as
the Association lias a number of inspec-
tors on the. rond aIl the time, travelling
from orchard to orchard, examining the
quality of the pack, and exhorting the
men to put nothing in the barrels but the
itriglt stuif." The Association spares
no pains to, ensure a good pack by its
members, and the sorters and pnckers
are warned not to work too fast, that
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they may be sure of doing a good job.
By this means the Norfolk County Fruit
Growers' Association is building .up an
excellent reputation.

The Association this year sold 30,00')
barrels to Mr. J. G. Anderson, of Luck-
now, at $2.75 per barrel f.o.b. for ones
and twos. 5,000 or 6,ooo barrels are
also going to, Rockford, Illinois. The
total crop will run well on to 40,000
barrels.

The peelers 'have been sold to the can-
ning factory at sixt'y cents per hundred
or about thirty cents per bushel, and the
eiders at thirty centsý per hundred, s0
that every apple counts for something.

Â OELEBRÂTED OROHARD
The celebrated Olds orchard, situated

about two miles east of Simcoe, lias a
somewhat light crop this year, not mucli
more than 400 barrels from almost six
acres. This orchard bas a record as
follows: 1906, $150 per acre; 1907, $450
per acre; 1908, $ioo per acre; 1909,
$300 per acre; 1910, $130 (estimated)
per acre-thus in five years giving an
average Of $226 per acre.

Some other orchards are doing very
well, sucli as the Blaney Bros.' orchard
of five acres, containing one hundred
and ninety-five trees, running over five
barrels to the tree, and yielding almost
one thousand barrels. In this orchard,
out of two hundred and forty-five barrels
of greenings picked from the trees, there


