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RPOULTRY DIEPT.
rE Conducted by S. Short. Ottawa

Tite season is now suifficiently advanîcod
toe hoable definitoly to deoido te whlat ex-
tont lîatchiug oporations sitah tako place.
Notlîing w~ill ho gainod hy postponring the
doision. Good liatchies sliolid ho obtained
withiott difficulty; in fact, the host rosmlts
shieuld ho ohtained nowv with tuec lcast
trouble. Conditions are perfat for ovoi-y-
tiîing that .alces for a higli percontage of
fertility. '1lie breeding stock are on the
grass rais, gotting tho necesary exorcise
for laying oggs centaining hiealthy, strong
gerins w'hich dovohop iato vigereus clîick-
cris. Tite nxost enthusiastie, but strictiy
amateur beginner is thiosubsîrbanito wvho lias
jîîst movod into lis suimmor homoe. Ho usui-
ally lias tiro clii,.kon foyer and lias it had.

It may ho wortlî whiie te offer n fowv sug-
gestions als te theo easiest way te bogin the
fotîndation for a flock of poîîltry that wil
net only bo uiseful hbit ornantental. 0f
course, tho initial cost lias te ho considor-
cd. At tho beginning, wo wvill discard any
idea o? keoping mongrols. No sensible per-
sont will go te tie exponso of building a
hîoauitiîl summor hromoe preperly dosigncd,
paiîited and with rieat grounids nnd thon,
for thue differonce of a few dollars, introduce
or install mongrel fowls ia lus poultry
qîlartors. So, ive wvihh ciscuisa pure hred
fowvls anà how te obtain tlîom.

li the fxrst place, tliîc is tie question
of breed and thoen NvIiicli varicty or cohor
of Vint breed. Evory eole lias a preferonce
or heaning tovnrds a certain broed, and if
Sn, by ail1 mntias geL iL. Den't lot any elle

clissuad3 Soir froin gctting ivliiclîovor Soit
wvaît ililiess the arguîments advanîced showv
tliat Soir liad thieugli inexporienco dccided
te do souiothiiîg foolishi, sucli as, to intcîîd
to btuy fllack Spanishi instead of Black
Minorca or sormethîing equahlly uuwiise.

A l>eginîiing mny ho muade, a simple oîîo
it is truo, hy buiying olle settilig of eggs
and a chîcking lion. This înay bo done at
a nominal cost and a very good start made
for say $3; thant is, $2 for tiro oggs and
$1 for*thto broody hoen. Tito box'i should ho
procîîred. if possible, in tho evcning about
dusk. Mtako tie nest in a box about fine
inoles deep and ahouit tivo feet square. Fi
tho box wvithi hay or straiw nearly full and
rotind ont the contre in nest shape and give
the hon one or two dunimy oggs uintil sure
that site ivill sit in lier nonw qutarters. It is
botter and nocessnry to shutt the lien ini
a clnsed port or elso next nlorning she wilI
hikely hatve disappenred. If silo is sitting
aIl righit next day lift lier off tire nest and
give lier food and wvator as close to the nest
box as convenient. se tliat wlion sitc is
througli feeding site can sc the eggs. If
slie goes back of lier own accord shoe may
safelv ho givon theo ggs sito is requircd to
]]atoll.

If more tlian one lien is set in the saine
ront, treat ecdi lien the sane way. Givo
the saine nmor of egns te oach, iudging
by thîe nuinher the smnllest lien iil cover,
tiiully citlier eloen or tlîirteen; thonî, it
doesn't inattor if the liens exehiango nests
ait any turne for goou intelies have beon oh-
tainîcî fromn eggs that tlîroe differeat boens
liad assisted to inctuhate.

.After the clîicks; arc lîatelîod the first
roqîîisite is that thoy sltal have, heforo
fend, access to fine grit, or coarso simd, tis-
îîally given hy scattering on tire floor of
the cooli, or noar to iore the chîicks arc
lîaviîîg their first rîîn. After the first day

feed a vai'iety of food, suicli as oatîieal,
hiard-lîoiled eggs, hroad anid ii:and fli
propared clîirk foods. Ainwvys food as great
a varioty as possible, but best of ail lot the
hoen have fui) raîlgt iii fine wve-.tlier andio
diffiltv w ii Lu rxtîîîcd ii raising
iloalthy fowh.

It iîiust net ho forgotten thiat the lien ro-


