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date. Theîî 1 visited the leadiîîg towns iii

Connecticut, Massachussetts, and Rhode
Island, seeklng out in eachi town one retail

glyrocer or frùic dealer who handled high-
grade goods. To him i 1told rny litile story
of soil and variety selection, tillage, pruning,
fertilizing and fruit thinning. 1 told him
how the fruit wvas being gathered fully ripe,
day by day, as it carne to rnaturity, carefully
asso;ted in thlrce sizes, rejecting ail unsound
or imiperfect specirnens, packinîg the fruit
in new baskets mnade of the whitest wvood
obtainable, every basket to be rounding full
of perfect fruit of the grade, and gua-irantee-
ing unifornîity of packing; that 1 was job
bingý, the fruit myseîf; that prices would
probably be twenty-fi ve or flfty per cent.
above the rnarket rates, but that the fruit
would be worth it ; and that' 1 was preparcd
to gý,ive an exclusive agcncy to the one
dealer in each towvn wvho wvou1d pushi the
goods into the best farnily trade.

When the crop beg-an tu corne in, liberal
-idvertisiing iii the Hartford papers started
sales at once. he few outside trial orders
gcave such satisfaction that orders carne
pouring in faster than there wvcre peaches to
supplv thern, so that afîer tie first week of
the season the daiiy orders "'erc far in ex-
cess of the supply, and prices were advanced

t 9what t.he traflic 'vould bear. " 1t wvas
aIl] cash trade, too.

Witlh a girl 10 book orders and look after
the cashi, one boy and I wvorked iii tic store
everv ni-lhî frorn six to eleven, taking tlie
fruit fi-rn thc wagç«onls as thcy carne frorn
tic farrn, and rnking up the ouît-of-town
ordcrs. And again at four a. in. we sup-
plicd the Hartford :and local trade, afier
wvhichi carne a drive of ci-lit miles out to the
farrn, there to spend tic day assistingat the
harv-esî or toning up oif the weak places in
the plan of picking, zisso-rting< and packiing-.
1 soon founld that nien, however lioncst,
%vould occasionally sneak the best penches
to the top oif the baskets, and tiat wvornn,

with quicker eve, defter fing-ers, and îîaturai
honcsty, mnade the best graders and packers.

Long days, liard wvork and lots of fun
there were in that irst crop, but the great-
est pîcasure of ail wvas Uic signing of what
thien seemied a big check for $2,îoo tlîat
paid off the nîortgage on the farni, and gav'e
the rnortgagee a chance to rc-lend the
rnev on a Kansas farni i,5oo rnzfies awvay,
'vhere tlîey could not sec the borrowver daily
if he should depart from the ortiodox ways
of the xîeiglîborhood to branch off into tie
hceresy of a îiew agriculture.

Tue peachi harvest rounded up nearly
Sîo,ooo profit, froni a farm that rny icighi-
bors thoughit three rnonthis before was not

good securitv for a loan of $2,000. Ail
otlier debts were paid, and the entire surplus
wvas prornpty iîîvested iii fertilizers for the
orcliard. Winter's frost destroyed ail liopes
of a crop Uic next seasoiî, and money hiad to
be borrowved to keep tlîixgs going; but onty
for a little while, for 1889 gave a banner
crop of superb fruit, whlich, nîarketed as be-

frgave net profits froni thirty-fiv'e acres
of over S24 ,000. Such a fruit harvest was
a :iovel siglit iii New England, and dealers,
consurners and land ownclrs froni fat zîîd
neanr flocked to ic orcliards by tie lîuî-
dreds eachi day. New England ieceived a
stimiulus iii peach growiîîg, rcsulting, iii tie
planting of over zoo,ooo hi-ces iii thc season
of 1890. Continued planiiting since showvs ah
tic present tinie ovêer 3,000,000 trees iii thc
peacli orchards of Connecticut, nmore tiaii
ioo,ooo iii Rhiode lslaiîd ,, 000oo ii aS
clîusctts, anid not less than 5o,o00 in south-
ci-n counties of 'New Hamnpshire.

My 0W n plantiîîg lias at lezist kept pace
wvitlî tle i-est, sQ that now So,ooo trocs in
Connecticut abone represexît tic ouigroNç.t1î
of tie 1' crizy " schrne of twvexiy-fivc ycars
aigo. R ocky hiilîs and scrnli-a-,bandoxied
brusli pastures have been purchasei,;d ; woods,
rocks and sturnns hiave beeni clearcd away at
,alin epîscofen c\cc.cding five anîd even,

à 16


