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as it is to ba found in books and papers. That individual is poorly
prepared for life who has not been taught to enjoy the great plea.
sure of perusing the thouglits of othors. Reading should not stop
when the school life is ended, nor vlen one settles down into a
houne and bus:inessXif his own All ahould rend, niot anything and
everything, but should be taught to rend in a systematic way.
Thus will they round out their intellectual talenta iii al directions,
and veri'y the truth long ago st.ted by Bacon, .hat "Reading
naketh afell man."

T. W. Frsats, in Indian,îa Çch,, Jntnal.

A LANGUAGE LESSON.

Unbounded as is the influence of the teacher, for good or ill, in
n- direction is it imiore potenut than in the matter (f language.
Children are close initators. The teacher'a language is adopted
unconsciously, whether it be pure, ur blemished by inaccuracies.
We all know how easily vne falls iniu incorrect habits of speech,
and catches expressions which, if nut positive slang, are , at least,
" more etriking than classie." We imitate the tones and tricks of
speech of those with whor. we are most intimate, te such an extent"
that those who know bnth parties rocoignize the adopted tone, and
immediately attribute it to its proper source.

It is through this_ tendency ta imitation, that the teacher may
hope te .ffect the language of her pupils, as well as by personal
effort for that end. But is her language worthy of imitation ?
Is it grammatically correct, pure, simple truthful One has only
te listen to the conversation at any teachers' gathering, te be con-
vinced of the fact that the teachor is not always a model of accu-

racy.
Perpahs, young teacher, your attention has net been called te

your own defects. Watch yourself carefully through one entire day,
and you will be startled at the revelation. You may. not be guilty
of "aint "; of "I done it," for "I did it"; of " When I come te
school this morning," for " When I came," etc. Are you equally
free from, " Ho don't (do net) pay attention te his work," "l in-

tended te have written," " I an going te go te the lecture," " Each
pupil may take their slate," and the like ?

Endeavor te correct all these errors, and you will realize how
hard it is te overcome the habits of a life time. Is it net a dreary
thought that, with extremoly rare exceptions, human beings are
surroanded in childhood by tho.e whose speech is inaccurate?
Thus from our very births .e form wrong habits that only the
most presistent effort can correct. And hare we find a strong argu-
ment for accuracy on the part of the teacher, as well as for the cor-

rection of pupils' errers by the teacher, beforo bad habits are

strengthened by years of indulgence therein.
Do not b discouraged if you do net at once succeed in reviaing

your methods of speech. Take one errer at a time. Cultivate the
habit of criticising the language of others, not uncharitably, but
te render the ear sensitive te errors. Whou one's ear is quick to
detect flaws in the conversation of -others, it will reveal equally as
well one's own imperfections. This point reached, we have good
reason te be hopefuL

Is your language pure 1 Do you, of several expressions, choose

that which is the most rofined? Be on your guard against the use

of slang. To young children there is something attractive in a free

off-hand style of conversation ; but do not lot the freedom degen-
erate inte coaréeness. There are many expression# which began
existence as unmitigated slang. Adopted hore and ·thora by mem-
bers of a class higher than that with which they originated, they
have at last come to be regarded as fairly respectable English.
Shun them. Be as exclusive as you will in the domain.af languago.

Lot your language be simple and concise; froc froni that super.
fluous use of adjectives which leaves one at a loss for words ta de-
cribe objects occasioning omotions of grandeur, sublimity, and
beauty, becauso "awful," "Inagnificent," "grand," "sublime,"
"purfectly luvoly," are used so comonly as to have lest their
maoing.

Bu truc. Perfewt truthfulness of character wili reveal itself in
truthful language. The habit of exaggerated utteranco'is no uni-
versal that a persan whose language is exactly suited te the thought
tu be expressed is indoed rare. Lot your conversation be no simply.
true, su free from eaggeration that your pupils will say of you,
"Teacher never says anything she dues not mean."

Dues it seem a trivial matter te give one's attention to deciding
whether a dress is indeed " perftly :uvely," or unly " very beauti-
ful "? " Hc that is faithful in that which is leat, is faithf ul alsu
in much." Rememiber that years of faithfulness to duty, even as
a child, bring thuir reward àn the crises of our lives. When the
heart is torn with anguish, and the mind is shrouded in darkness ;
when oun the pathway before us nu light is thrown, and we are
tossed about in dread and uncertainty ; thon Duty, who may have
been the " stern laivgiver " :f former years, assumes " the Godhead's
most benignant grace "; and, giving back to us the strength that i
born of long obedience, holds us firnly by the hand and leads us
again " beside the still waters."

Our lauguage has beon made what it is to-day by the accumulated
additions of successive generations. What service shall our gener-
ation render? In the future years will the student of language
find in the language -f this peroid a high-toned national life ? In
nothing is the life of a nation more plainly revealed than in its lan-
guage. Remember, and we cannot enphasize thier point too strongly,
that the nation is but the "general average" of the individuals
composing it,-whether in language, Manners, or morale. It is
only as cach individual becomes conscious of hie duty, and seeks a
higher plain of personal attainment, that there can be any national
aspiration toward higher things. Ponir upon this, young teácher.
Lot the thought stay by you until it beeomes a part 3f your mental
possessions. Nay, more, until it shall becomiue a ruling motive of
your life, .pnd is incorporatod into your character thut fine patriot-
isn that leads one to make of himseolf all that ho can, for his country's
sake.

By Ida M. Gardner, in the Primary Teacher.

SCRIPT FIRST-THEN PRINT.

A teacher asks, "Why printing on alates should not be taught
to small children since that is the forms which is first put before
themn." The child should be taught to read script firat from the
black-board, and he should begin immediately te copy the words
on his alate. One reason for copying is, that thora aie no books or
charts, which contain repetition enough to familiarize the child
properly with the words.

By teaching the script first in this way the child learna the print
fora ta be theï reading ,form. He makes 'the transition without
difficulty. If you teach print first on the other hand, it seems al-
most like a new language to learn the script. This method has
been tried a great many times and all who try it say that acript
should come first. One of My classes is composed of children who
knew nothing whatever of reading script first. I taught them script
from the board, taking words I know they would need when they
wore ready for the chart. When these words were familiar, I
turned to the chart, and found they read them with perfect ese.
The error in this way of tcaching reading is, that those who try it
do not present the words to the child sufficiently in script beforo
turning te print.- V in New York Sdool Journal.


