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THE PROPOSED TEACHERS' UNION.

BY ONLOOKER IN THE CANADA CITIZEN.

Th'ie Now England Journal of Eduecation, speaking of the proposal
ta establish a teachers' union for Ontario asks : " After organiza-
tion, would striking and boycotting bo in order V"

The Toronto Educationial Monthly, which has been an earnest
supporter of the union movement, replies: "We have not given
the slightest indication of reconiending, any such course ; rather
the very opposite." It seems to nia that each of theso journals is
clearly under a inisapprehension as to the real significanco of the
tern " boycott " though each is doubtless clear as ta the meaning of
"strike." A union that dues not "boycott" recalcitrant or disloyal
members will find it liard ta justify its own existence, for " boy-
cotting " is simply a brief way of designating the practice of bring-
ing the public opinion of the u. an ta Laar on the member who is
falsa to the obligations, express or implied, which ho assumed wlien
ho became a nienber of it.

Suppose, for instance, that a certain practice, regarded as unpro-
fessional, is expressly or impliedly forbidden ta membors of the
union-as, for example, seducing good pupils from each other's
schools. What is ta be done ta the teacher who resorts ta it ? The
offence is not a violation of the school law, and therefore it cannot
be visited witl, 'igal penalties. The only possible means the p.-
fession have of t flicting retribution is tu " boycott" the offender-
that ie, to shun à. m, refuse ta recognize hii as one of thenselves,
freeze him out both socially and professionally. Members of the
medical profession do this with their brethren who steal patients,
or are guîlty of the flagrant crime of advertising themiselves. A
similar practice prevails in the legal profession. A lawyer who is
in the habit of doing unprofessional things will soon find hinself
treated by his fellow-lawyers as the laper was treated by the Jows
of old-in other words, lie will be " boycotted." And why slould
not teachers " boycott " offendimg brethren ? As a matter of fact
they do so now, but they niglit do it far more effectivelv if their
profession were an organized mie.

Apart froin the question of " boycotting " altogether, the sug-
gestion that teachers should organize theiselves inta a guild is a
gcod one. The three objecta to ba attaield art according ta the
Educational Monthly, (1) incorporatioî ; (2) an influential voice in
determining who are tu be teachers ; and (3) mutual benefits. This
is putting the caso for organization very nildly indeed. One of
the most important effects of it would ho ta stimulate the growth
of professional feeling amongst the teaching fraternity. At present
.hey are a brotherhood only in name; it depends entirely on them-
selves whether they become one in reality. Incalculable benefit
bas beau conferred on the working classes by organization. The
average of individual intelligence has been enormously raised by
business and other discussions in their unions, and in this direction
a teachers' union would have a similar affect on its- members. Their
intelligence at present is rather of the bookish sort, valuable so far
as it goes, but needing ta be supplemented by culture of a more
practical kind. Teachers' institutes, and conventions, and reading
circles, are all good in their place, but the theory underlying them
is that of pedagogical traning-the devolopment of professional
skill rather than the promotion of a professional or guild spirit.

The subject will come up in a very practical shapo at the met-
ing of the Provincial Teachers' Association next manth. Those
interested in it have been astked ta meet in Toronto on thIe Monday
before the opening of the- Provincial Convention, and as the mneet-
ing will b one in n hich disCeULion can bo car:ied on with the most
perfect frankness it should be able ta settle the question whether

a teachers' union is likely to be generally supported by the pro-
fession. The subject will b brought before the convention itself
by Principal Dickson of Upper Canada College, who is ta discues
the oxpedioncy of establishing a " College of P--eceptors." Such a
college, in the ordinary understanding of the terni, would mean a
professional body like the Law Society of Upper Canada, or the
Ontario Collego of Physicians and Sur.ýons. It would be diflicult
ta show that teachers have not as good a right ta the statue of a

guild under the law as lawyers and 'octors have. If it b said
that part of the cost of education is borne by the Province at large,
and that this part includes the maii1tenante of training schools,
the ohvious answer is, that whatever is paid out directly ta schools
is in diminution of local burdens, and that the question of main-
taining training schools is one of expediency from the point of view
of the general public. The question of granting incorporation ta
teachers would b just what it is now if the Govemnment required
the qualification without furnishing the training schools. Indeed.
as these schools tend to increase competition by multiplying
teachers, their existence is really one more argument in favor of
allowing teachers ta have sona say as ta the condition of entrance
into their profession.

MATTEw ARNOLD, in a recent address, said; "In America, in
the colonies, and finally, in our own country also, the tendency
will rather bo, it seems to ie, ta strengthen and enlarge, more
or less, the instruction given in the schools which we call element-
ary, schools for the massi of the connunity,-to say that that
instruction, indeed, is indispensable for every citizen, that this is
all the instruction which is strictly necessary, and that whoever
vants more instruction than this muet get it at his own expense as

he can. Under these circunstances, the future of high culture and
high studies muet depend most upon the love of individuals for
theni and the faith of individuals in themi. Perhaps this hasalways
been their best support, and it is a support which, happily for
mankind, will, I believe, never fail. In communities where thora
ara no endowments these will be the only support of high studies
and fine culture. But humnan nature is weak, and I prefer, I
confess, that these supports, however strong and staunch they may
be, of high studios and fine culture should not have the whole
weight thrown upon them, should not be the only supports. Here
is the great advantage of endownments, and public foundaticas fix
and fortify our profession of faith toward high studios and serious
culture."

€xarmination paperz (xam n b.
The circular, ta which the following are replies, contained the

following questions:
(1). Were those Exanination Papers, as a whole, such as ta afford

a fair and reasonable test of the fitness of candidates ta
receir e noi-profcssiunal certificates and ta enter the High
Schools, respectively?

(2). If not, which ai the papers were specially objectionable, and
on what grounds?

(3). Wlat appears to be the cause of the faults indicated, and what
remnedy would you propose?

Yours respectfully,

Editor CANADA Scuiob Jovassu4

ItEPLIES FILOM HEAD MASTERS OF HOU SCHOOLI AND
COLLEoIATE INSTITUTES.
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I object to the Gramimar papiers set for ontrance candidates. The
only prose sentence fur analysis was so long and complicatedl that
fully three-fourths of the pupils failed to grapple with it, They


