
attend any cther school in whichclcmentary instruction is given, but
it i obligatory that they should at-
tond soimc school during that length
of timh It would be more satisfac.
tory if the time during which reba.lar
attendance is rcquircd wcre longer,
ospecially when we consider the needs
of the vagrant ebldrèn on our streets.
But we inust be glad to have at Idast
twcnty-two weeks of regular attend-
ance compulsory, and though this
will not keep the begging children
permanently at school, it mbay bcmade most useful, in connectin with
other influences, in breaking up hab-its of idie vagrancy, in awakening
some gerans of mental life, ànd.devel-
oping sore habits of obedience andSelfcontrol,' which may É7erve as a
basis, at least for lifting the children
to.a somewhathigher plane.

But the question ariseb: How isthis aw to be enforced?* For if some
touble be not taken to enforce it, itwau only remain a dead letter on the
statute book. Its enforcement.is left
very much at the good-will and pleas-
ure of schoolboards and:trustees, and
its usefulness must;depend éntirely onthe extent to which these bodies and
functionaries are alive to the need and
importance of taking active measures
toenforce.it. The law provides that
school boards and trustees may ap-point a truant officer toascertain and
reportcases of.non-attendance, and tonoti fy parents and guardians of their.
liability for neglect of compliance withtheJ-rfive dollars being the penalty
for the first'offence, and -the fine to bé
doUbled on a repetition of it. But
school boards will be very likely to
treat the matter with a good deàI of
indifference, and truant officers,4.even
when appointed, will find no little
difficulty in, accomplishing their .taskw
unless. the. more intelligent and pa-triotic of, our citizens takë an active-
interest in giving; them all the aidin,
their.power. And noclassha e:itin:
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their power to do nmore thýan thoseladies who take so prominen a part inour various philanthropic societies, és-
pccially those which have for thcir
object the uplifting of our sunkcn
classes to a highcr plane of morality.and respcctability To begin withthe
childrcn and take them young, is beingmore and more accepted as the most
hopeful and economical rnethod of ele-
vatinr humanity, whether heathenand
barbarian, or nominally civilized and
Christian. Tramps-in other Words
'dl and useless specimedisofhumanity
who have grown up undisciplined and,
uncontrolled-.are becoming a sort of
fungus upon our Canadian life, andone which must more and more, te;d
to demoralise it. It seems almo*st-hlopet-
less to reforrn a tranmp 1 In6initely
easier and better it would be topre-
vent hirn; to take him in time anddevelop him into .a good and useful
citizen; and, humanly speaking this
might be done by bringing him early
even under the regular discipline of
ordinary school life. The increasing
nuiber of tramip-children who are to
be seen infesting the streéts of our
cities and, towns, and who, as! it has,
beer forcibly representedi graduate in
vice with awful rapidity, is a subject
of grave. concern to thoughtful ' ob-
servers. Is there to be 'an evee-in-
creasing. proportion of an idle, :de
praved, unproductive class of societyto hang like a dead weIght upon our
communities? Yet it rnust be so, if an
ever-increasing ndmber-of children be
allowed to develop into their natural
resuit. Luther haÉ well said : «"It;is'hard to make old dogs tame, and old
rogues upright, for yoing trees be
more easilybent and trained, howbeit
somè should break in the attempt." It
is not by -any ineàns an easy task tét
make.even youngrogues upright'; butit is at least possiblè, with. care and;
patience, ivhile the other is, humanly
speaking, vell'nigh-impossible.

i0f côurseeven .compulsoryeducà-


