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SELF-EDUCATION.

TnEcommoa opinion scems to be that
Self-education is distinguished by no-
thing but the manner of its acquisition.
1t is theught'to denote simply acquire-
ments made without a teachey, or at all
events without oral instruction- .dvan-
tages always comprelended in the ordi-
nary course of imstruction. But this
merely negative circumstan , howerer
mnportant, falls far short of giving a full
wview of the subject; it is only one of se-
qeral yarticulars equally characteristic
of self-education as contrasted with ¢he
popular system. Besides the ahsence of
many, or ¢f all the usual facilities for
dcarning, there are at least three things
peculiarto this enterprise, namely, the
longer time required, the wider range
of studies, and the higher character of
its objeets.

Our schools claim only a few years;
they graduate studenrts after a ecmpara-
tively limited time, and never agam ex-
act lessons from them. Itisnotso with
the Alma Mater of the self-educated;
she claims Life as the term of study and
gives instruction to the last.

The course of study in our best litera-
ry institulions is far from including all
that might profit the student. Reference
dsalways had to the brevity of the peri-
od to whick his acquasitions wmust be
confined ; and as a consequence many
branches of science, which under other
circumstances would have had a place in
the list of studies, are necessarily exclud-
ed. Self-education, by bringing into re-
quisition the whole of our available time,
provides for an enlarzement of the courge
of stady. Its plan iseommersurate wich
human ability, and exceeds the popular
standard by all that the mind is capable
of acquiring beyord the task imposed
apon it at school.

In theschoois, asat present constitut-
ed, all acquisitions are eonfined to pre-
established science. No provisien is
made to enlarge the boundaries of know-
ludge, nor is there any ambition to co
more than fairly understuod what others
have written. This is an unavoidable
trait of such imstitutions; it is impossi-
ble to infuse intu them a spirit of inven-
tion and discovery without weakening
too mach that reverence for autherity, on
which their dignity depends. Schovls

are organized solely for the diffusion of
&powledge, not for its improvement.—

Their highest object is to tread underi-
atingly in the bemen path of science,
withuut once entertaining those perples-
ing questions which address themselves
to such as are engaged in origmal inqui-
ries. Bat the limits of sclf-education
are far from being thus restricted. In
addation to cultivating an acquaintance
with the attainments of former scholars,
the student is expected to extend his re-
searches to new departments of know-
ledge. The known and the unknown
areequally legitimate objects ef pursuit;
they are both embraced in the snme com-
prehensive design, and thus united con-
stitute a task worthy of the iatellectual
faculties. , -

Now, although all these co-ordinate
points of -distinction are necessary to a
complete suryey of this sithject, yet we
do not wish it to be understood that the
qquestion is not ono of ieuch consequence,
even when considered as involving no-
thing but the mode of attainment. Let
the schools be taken as the standerd and
it becomes desirable to know whether
the knowledge they communicate can be
obtained by other means. If it cannot,
then we are obliged to admit, as a prin-
ciple in menta) philcsophy, that the
powens of the wind are measurably de-
pendent upon these institutions. This
bemng the cuse, those who are shut out
from such advantages must of necessity
acquiesce in an 1nferior scholarship.—
Considered in this light alone the ques-~
tion ds one of more than ordinary inter-
est. It is, however, only by advancing
to the other peculiavities which have
heen mentioned that we can perceive the
truedignity of self-education, Itsmeans,
its plans, its objects,to be fally appreci-
ated must be compared with the more
circumscribed scheme of popular educa~
tion. Regarded in this connection it no
longer appears doubtful and imperfect
—a guestionable substitute for scholas-
tic facilities ; but it assumes an eleva~
t1on which the artificial system can at
best feebly approzimate. It becomes
the great method—the exclusive method
of 1mproving science; and it opens to
the mind the only field sufficiently ex-

.

tensive for the exertion of 1s abilities,

Certainly, in this view, the correctness
of which cannot be disputed, we may
Jjastly eny with a late writer, that ¢ The
subject iz one of immense importance.—

-



