
PREFACE.

ITwill be acknowledged that human sym-

pathy irresistibly responds to any narrative,

founded on truth, which. graphically describes

the struggles of isolated human beings to obtain

the aliments of life. The distinctions of pride

and rank sink into nought, when the mind is

engaged iii the contemplation of the inevitable

consequences of the assaults of the gaunt

enemies, cold and hunger. Accidental circum-

stances have usually given sufficient experience

of their pangs, even to, the most fortunate, to,

make them own a fellow-féeling with those

whom the chances- of shipwreck, war, wan-


