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Canadians with increased courage by
administering to them the rite of abso-
lution before engaging in battle. The·
operations for the reduction of New-
foundland resulted in the taking of
upwards ofthirty harbors and fishing-
places in the hands of the Freneb.
This was a great blow to the ½nglish
commerce in Newfoundland, wbich
thereby became crippled and well nigh
lost to the British nation.

To return to Hudson's Bay. We
have said that the opposing English,
and French squadrons met before Fort
Nelson on the 3rd of September. As
soon as the English came within fight-
ing distance of the French they formed
themselves into line of battle. The
combat soon commenced in earnest.

The French had determined to have
Fort Nelson or die in the attempt.
They first attacked the .Hampshire,
then the Dering, and soon the Hud-
son's Bay.

The sea fight between the opposing
ships was well sustained by both sides
for several hours.

The result, however, was against
the English. The Hampshire *as
sunk, the Hudson's Bay struck her
flag, and the Dering put to sea, no
longer able to withstand the prowess
of the French arms.

The treaty -of Rigswick was signed
that year, and left the French in
possession of all the forts on Hudson's
Bay.

During the next fifteen year.s, the
English trade was restricted, but by
the treaty ot Utrecht, A.D. 1713, all

the territories of the bay were ceded
to the English.

The Hudson's Bay Company were
at once restored to the rights and
privileges which they had enjoyed
under the patent of Charles Il., A.D.
1670; these rights and privileges they
enjoyed uninterruptedly, in the exer-
cise of which they amassed great
wealth, for a period of more thai one
hundred and fifty-years.

On the 19th day of November., 1869,
the company, by deed, surrendered to
Her*Majesty, the Queen of Great Bri-
tain, all the rights of government and
other rights, privileges, liberties, fran-
chises, powers and authorities which
had been granted to the company by
patent of Charles IL, and by an order
in council, dated at Windsor, on the
23rd day of June, 1870, Her Majesty
in council, granted to the Dominion of
Canada, Rupert's Land and the North-
western Territory, by virtue of which,
under certain conditions and reserva-
tions, Canada became possessed of
the territories of the Hudson's Bay
Company.

As we have seen, French Canadians
had much to do in the outset in open-
-ig up the Hudson's Bay trade with

the Indians, and it would seem no more
than .justice that the Dominion of
Canada, occupied, as it'is, by a mixed
people, of Anglo Saxon and Norman
descent, should be restored to their
own in the possession of the territor-
ies, rights and privileges of the Hud-
son's Bay Company.
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