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deal of fair land. To tle’ north is Touchwood, a trading
post of the Hudson Bay Co. *Around are lakes in which
‘much fish i is found; a1d when the buffalo is gona the Indians

will flock hither to fish. A good many half-brerds are hers '
now. [ti isa centra,l point. Roads run south and west .

and north, The Llackfeet (-nuutry», or that covered by

Treaty 7, is sure to be'a great grazing country in the not
"distant future. The advaniages of the route thence- to’
Qu Appelle, on mnd alongside of the river, are’ " unmistake- -

_ able. There is -a permanent sehtlement. There is also a

- Roman Catholic mission. But there is no tlmber, and it is
_said the frosts menace the crops; but this is true of a
~ good many other places where men, not with bad results,
take the risks ; and, notwithstanding these last-drawbacks,
I should iiaye recommended Qu’App_elle as a site for a

Roman Catholic industrial boarding school, were it not that .

other considér;aﬁons of a weighty naturé point to Buffalo
Lake or some spot on the Red Deer River running by it.
The advantages of Qu’Appelle should, ho(wevgr; Ye utilized

in the néar fature, either on the contract system, or by .

means of a boarding school, fmme(ﬁ;ntély controlled- by the
Govert{ment,- on a denominational or secular basis. o'n the
shores of Buffalo Lake thé school wbu!d have the advantage
of bemg removed far from possible contact with whites for
many years at least. Timber is sufficiently near along the
river to the east and west. The land, I am assared, is good.
- The most pressing considerations of workableness point to
those shores as the site for a Roman (_athohc boarJing
mdustrul school

. (6, ) An fndustrial boarding school; in connection with

the Presbyterian Church, shonld he established on Riding
Mouutain. The Preshyterans have alreally been very success-
ful here. There is plenty of timber and the land is excel-

lent. There is, it is true,-no abundant supply of fish in v

the Little Saskatchewan. In,all other respects, however,
the locality is every thing that could be desired. The
Indians here are represented as intelligedt, and the children
eager to acquire. . ) :

The importance of denom_inationn,l- schools at the outset
for the Indians must be obvious. ~One of the earliest things

an attempt to civilize them. does; is to take away their
simple Indian mythology, the central idea of which, to wit,
a perfect spirit, can hardly‘be improved on. The Indians
- have their own ideas of right and wiong, of *“ good ” Indians

and- *“bad” Indians, and to “disturb this faith, withont

supplying a better, would be a curious process to enlist the
" sanction of civilized races-whose whole civilization, like all

the civilizations with which we are acquainted, is based on

religion. ' A civilized sceptic, breathing, though he does, an-
atmosphere charged with ;Christiau idcas, and getting
strengeh unconsciously therefrom, “is nevertheless, . unless

in instances of rarc -intellectuul. vigour, apt -to be a man . .

without ethical ‘Lackborie. But a savage séeptic would be
open to civilizing jnfluences and moral control only through

desn-es wluch in the midst of enhghtznmenc, coﬁsta.ntly‘ .



