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‘' THE AWAKENING OF CHINA.

A very interesting statement comes
from London to the effect that the Chi-
nese army and navy are to be reorganiz-
ed under the supervision of British offic-
ers, Lord Salisbury in making the an-
nouncement significantly added that the
only difficulty to be overcome consisted
in devising a plan for giving the officers
sufficient liberty of action to enable them
to overcome the prejudices and ideas de-
veloped in China during long centuries
of isolation and misgovernment. That
the Chinaman will make a good soldier,
when properly led and officered, is fully
proved by the experience of Gen. Gor-
don; who in 1863 organized the “Ever

Victorious Army,” as it was called, and.

put down the Tai-ping rebels in thirty-
three engagements. He was as success-
ful in making soldiers out of the yellow
mud of China as Gen. Kitchener has
been in accomplishing the same thing out
of the dust of Egypt. We must not
judge of the people of China by the ma-
Jority of those who come to this coun-
try; although the Egyptian fallaheen
were of even a lower type than the
coolie class with which we are familiar,
and out of the fallaheen good soldiers
were made. From the mountain districts
of China and from some of the interior
provinces, men of fine physique can be
obtained who would make, under proper
leadership, as good soldiers as any to
be found in the world. The Tai-pings,
against whom Gordon fought so success-
fully, seemed natural born warriors,
which need not be a matter of surprise
when we remember that ‘the population
of China is in part made up of descend-
ants of those fierce tribesmen with whom
Genghis Khan and Tamerlane overran
a large portion of two continents.

What the Chinese seem to require, in
order to make .them into good fighting
material, is that reliance upon each other
and confidence in their leaders which
ecomes from perfect discipline. They are
probably not more timid than any other
people, They have as great a contempt
for death as the Turk, who is admitted
to be the best fighter in the world.
Bome years ago, Gen. Graut said
that the men who would teach the yel-
low race how to fight could eonquer the
World at his leisure, ;

§ THOSE QUESTIONS.

It seems extraordinary that our even-
ing contemporary cannot keep to the
Aruth in so plain a matter as the Col-
onist’s references to the questions aske
ed by it on Thursday. It says that the
promise to take up each of the questions
was not fulfilled; but this is wrong, for
every question was quoted exactly in the
words used by the Times with a single
verbal alteration, namely, the substito.
iion of the word “the” for “that,” the
change being necessary to make the ques-’
tion read properly when standing by: it-
self. Each question was either com-
mented on or replied to.

In regard to/ question 1, the Times
says that it contends that the province
is not well governed in “the broad sense
indicated by the question.” ~Will the
Times enlighten the public by telling
what the government of the province
means other than the manner in which
the laws are administered and the pub-
lic service is carried on? If it means
anything more or less than this, what
is it? It should let the people know
in order that they may have some idea
of what in the opinion of the opposition
the functions of a government are. We
note that the Times is careful not to
deny that the laws are well administered
and the public service efficiently conduct-
ed, which is one point gained. It does
allege that the government has not dealt
well by settlers; but in the absence of
any specific statement on this point, there
is nothing to discuss. The opposition
members never raised such a point in the
house and we have seen.nothing about
it in' the press, except in regard to set-
tlers on the E. & N. grant, with whom
the local government has nothing to do
any more than with persons who settle
upon other private property. The Times
alleges that the government encourages
Chinese immigration, the answer to
which is simply that the allegation is
not_true, g

The Times says that the provincial
debt was not incurred in works for pro-
vincial development; but that a large
portion of it is due to aid given rail-
ways. Our impression has hitherto
been that railways were development
works. It also says that higher interest
has been paid than was necessary, which
is wholly indefensible, because in the
opinion of all qualified judges and by
comparison with what is paid by other
provinces, the rate of interest at which
the province 'has been able to borrow
money since Mr. Turner refunded the
debt is exceedingly favorable. It alleges
that vast coal-bearing areas have been
exempted from taxation. On that point
we invite the Times to be more specific
before we make any further reply.

The times denies that the credit of the
busiriess men of British Columbia is
equal to that of those in any other part
of the world. We have no further com-
ment to make than to direct attention to
this infamous slander.

In the course of an article head2d
“Turnerism and Railways,” the Times re-
fers to the K. & N. grant as something
for which Hon. Mr., Turner is respon-
sible, If our recollection of the mattoer
is correet, Mr. Turner was not in the
‘egislature at the time and was not fa-
vorable to the E. & N. project. It ob-
jects that the province is out $227,491
on account of the Shuswap & Okanagan
railway. 'We have not verified the fig-
ures, but supposing they are correct,
what do they prove? —The railway is a
valuable - development line, well worth
what it has cost the province. Hereaf-

ter, owing to the construction of the road
irom Penticton to Robson, via Midway,,
the 8. & O. is not likely to be a burden
upon the province. The Times com-
plains that the province has lost $27,332
by reason of the failure of the Victoria
& Sidney railroad to meet its interest.
Is this why Mr. Paterson desires to- be
clected? Are we to understand the Times
as objecting to the Victoria & Sidney
railway? It complains that there is a
deticit of $77,333 on the Nakusp & Slo-
can. Well, what of it? This railway
bas been the only means whereby Brit-
ish Columbia has been able to secure a
share of the trade of Kootenay, and it
is well worth all it has cost. It com-
plains of the subsidies which secured the
construction of the Columbia & Koot-
enay, the Nelson & Fort Shappard, the
Kaslo & Slocan, the Columbian & West-
ern and the Crow’s Nest Pass railway.
It calls these things, that bhave led up
to the opening up of the great Kootenay
region, built up cities and towns, vastly
increased the population and business of
the province, “a black record.” That is
to say, the opposition organ thinks every-
thing that has been done in the way of
railway encouragement wrong. It s
opposed to everything in the way of
railways except Mr. Corbin’s proposed
rcad to carry the trade of the Boundary,
district to Spokane.

The Midway Advance is naturally and
properly jubilant over the prospects of
the immediate comstruction of the rail-
way from Robson. It will have addi-
tional cause to feel pleased when it
learns that the railway from Penticton
will also be built at once. The fruits
of the statesmanlike policy of the Hon.
Mr. Turner are already beginning to be
seen. More than one opposition paper
has sarcastically said that the beginning
of work on these railways might be look-
ed for about this time, thereby intimating
that if it is begun it will be simply an
election dodge, but the public will be
deceived by no such absurd statement.
There will be a railway from Robson to
Penticton by way of Midway within
eighteen months and the whole enter-
prise from the Coast to the Kootenay
will be an accomplished fact almost be-
fore the people realize it. We do not,
however, disgnise the fact that to se-
cure the completion of the road through
the Hope mountains it will be necessary
for the Dominion government to give
aseistarice, ‘One of the features of the
demand for fair play for British Colum-
bia is that the Dominion shall bear its
proportion of the cost of our develop-
ment railways.

The Columbian quotes the Golden Era
as authority for the proposition that
Mackenzie & Mann have thrown up the
Coast-Teslin subsidy and will go before
the house next year, if the government is
returned, and ask for a larger amount in
aid. This is absolutely without founda-
tion.
fused to accept the subsidy offered and
build the road, they have signed a con-
tract under which they will proceed with
the work, the understanding being, of
course, that the Dominion government
will carry out its promises, made during
the session of parliament, t¢ supplement
the provincial subsidy by assistance of
some nature. In the meantime, the wag-
on road to Lake Teslin will be completed
in abundant time for use during the lat-
ter portion of the present season, and
the railway enterprise will be placed in
such shape by the completion of surveys
and the inauguration of construction
work that it can be completed within
the time specified 'in the loan act.

The Times says it did not allége that
Mr. Gordon Huntér sought a rural con-
stituency in the interest of the opposi-
tion, but only that he discussed his in-
tention of becoming a candidate, ete. Mr.
Hunter says that he did not even do that.-
Mr. Hunter says that on one occasion
he mentioned to a gentleman that in his
cpinion it was better for a man not to
have a constituency right at home, if he
valued. his own comfort, and that this
is all he remembers to have said on any
occasion that can be twisted into a dis-
cussion of his preference for a rural con-
stituency, but that in making this ob-
servation he had no reference to his own
intentions, for as .a matter of fact he
never had any intention of seeking any
constituency in the opposition interest.

PO L P D P ,

The Boundary district does not take
kindly to Mr. James Martin, the opposi-
tion nominee for the riding, and the
Rossland Miner is authority for saying
that the people of Grand Forks have put
aside their political differences and en-
thusiastically united against the opposi-
tion candidate. The same authority says
that the opposition will not get one vote
out of five in Trail. Rossland riding
seems safe for the government and the
campaign has hardly been begun.

The Rosslander, which has been in
sympathy with the opposition, takes a
very unfavorable view of Mr. Martin’s
chances in Rossland .riding. It says
that the labor vote is not even under any
moral' obligation to go to Mr., Martin,
and can be secured for a government
candidate if there are any indications
that the reasonablé wishes of the labor
unions will receive consideration.

Mr. Gregory, speaking at the Spring
Ridge meeting on Friday, assured his
hearers that the government would be
defeated “‘as sure as the Lord made little
apples,” It is understood that a court-
martial will be asked for by some of the
men of the Fifth regiment to ascertain
if the particular brand of apples is the
same as that which Col. Gregory dis-
tributed to the men on a memorable oc-
casion,

A young man, who has been annoying
the E. & N. railway train engineers by
signalling the train to stop, was taken
to the police station yesterday. He is
not responsible for his aections, but his
parents have promised to prevent him

from being a nuisance in the future.

Sq far from that firm having re- $

THAT YUKON BUSINESS

How Eastern Liberals and Foreigu-
ers Received Publie Contracts
by Private Bargaining.

British Columbia Ports Completely
Ignored and Sirange Prefer-
ence Given to Seattle.

The following is part of the Hansard
report of the proceedings of the House
of Commons at Ottawa, on June 11,
following the demand by Mr. Thos.
Earle, M.P. for Victoria, and others for
some explanation of the award of Yukon
supply contracts by private arrangement
with Eastern Liberals, and the choice of
Seattle as the port”for their shipment

North:

The Minister of Militia and Defence—
In addition to that there is the fact that
a portion of the freight was to be taken
at Seattle, and I suppose the most direct
way to get the goods to Seattle was
over the Grand Trunk and Northern
Pacific and that that portion of the
freight taken on at Seattle was shipped
in that way.

Mr. Foster—The company which takes
the freight, in the end calls at Vancou-
ver.

The Minister of Militia and Defence—
It does now. But the company insisted
that one hundred tons of the freight
should be taken en at Seattle. :

Mr. Foster—Then why was not the
Canadian Pacific asked to tender for
the goods taken to Seattle? If you
bound yourself to send that freight by
an American port rather than a Can-
adian' port, why not ask for the rate
to_Seattle?

Mr. Earle—Any one in the freight
business knows that Seattle is a com-
mon point.

The Minister of Militia and Defence—
At the option of the ships.

Mr. Eearle — I have a letter
here from a gentleman engaged
for many years in shipping by
large steamers. He, in quoting the
prices _to the government for freight
from the Pacific Coast to Dawson, $275
a ton, dead weight, at the ship’s option,
he claims, is about three times the rate
that he would do it for. Two thousand
pounds of goods they call a ton. Then
take the ordinary goods by measurement
and they will measure three tons to one
by weight, or somewhere in the neigh-
borhood, which would make their rates
very much higher than the price he is
quoting. Here is what the genﬂezqan
says, and I presume this is information
he gave to the hon. gentleman’s officers:

“We did receive an inquiry from the
government through Colonel Peters for
a tender to carry some 200 tons of
supplies for Dawson via the Yukon. We
were then in a perfect position to bandle
the business, and we made a quotation
of $275 per ton weight through to Daws
son City, particularly pointing out at the
time that in offering thie as a weight
proposition, we were giving an extremely
good quotation, because, as these sup-
plies would run as high as three tons
measurement to one ton weight, which,
at the market quotation of $ per ton
weight or measurement (ship’s option),
pfn.donﬁ that we were quoting against

Of course the ship having the option in
all cases, unless special arrangements,
are made, as in the case of dry goods,
for example, they take the option of
measurement, in all othér cases they
take it by weight, This gentleman says
further: .

“Further, in case of the officials not
being fully cognizant of the trend of
these quotations, ‘we made an alternative
offer of $200 per ton, weight or measure-
ment (shi;)'s option). Our offer was not
taken up.” 5
Another gentleman writes who has not
been applied to, and I thinghe was in a
good position to have forwarded these
goods by the 10th of Jume. The first
steamer was advertised to leave on the
9th of June for the Yukon. It is some-
thing that I have gone into particu-
larly, because I am a member of the
Canadian Pacific Navigatiog company
who are building a steamer at St. Mich-
ael’s for the Yukon trade. We had the
matter investigated ecarefully lnst. year,
both _as to the time of the opening of
the Yukon and character of the river,
and we know pretty well who are build-
ing steamers, and what companies are
in a.position to earry freight. When I
left the' Pacific Coast I never heard of
a_transportation company of the name
given here. I haye information since
that these boats do not belong to this
co;:pnny calling themselves a transpor-
tation company. There are a great
many little companies formed who c_a.ll
themselves transportation  companies
but which are adventurers and specula-
tors, and these people were not in a
position at the time these negotiations
were made to ‘handle the goods in any
shape or form. They had no steamers,
while- other people had steamers and
were actually engaged in transportation
on that line, and were building steamers
for the Yukon river. In fact, these were
two or three built in Toronto by Mr.
Bertram, a member of this house, and
he has told me that these vessele had
been shipped some time ago, and would
be ready to go up as soon as it was
possible to put them on the river. An-
cther gentleman writes: i

“The Dominion government did not
make any inquiry from me with regard
to carrying 250 tons of supplies for the
Northwest Mounted Police into the Yu-
kon. I should have been very glad to
carry this amount and to have delivered
it at Fort Selkirk for $300 a ton, I de-
spatching the ocean steamer Tordensk-
jold, with two of my river boats, on the
Sth of June.”

His boats thave_all sailed, and I have
beer informed, I do not say it is _infor-
mation I cam vouch for, that Beston
Alaska company was not in a position
to get out tgese goods at the time they
intended. This gentleman continues:

“The river bodts will proceed to Daw-
son, Fort Selkirk and Teslin lake, and
will thereafter run upon the station be-
tween Teslin ' lake and Dawson City.
Yours truly,

“(Sgd.) H. MAITLAND KERSEY.”
He represents the Canadian Develop-
ment company. Anybody on the Coast,
the officer of the department, gr.MaJor
Peters, must have known that it was
impossible to get a particular Canadian
company te carry these s as low
as an American company.  There are
an equal number of them on th_e'nver,
they are in an equally good position to
do the work as far as giving a guaran-
tee to get to Selkirk. But there is no
steamboat company which would give
a guarantee to get to Selkirk, neither
has this company given such a guaran-
tee. THere ‘is a contract there which
means nothing, If a boy of mine 10
years of age drew up a contract like
that I should spank him. It means
simply nothing. If it were read to the
house any man who is accustomed to
doeuments .of that kind could see that
it means nothing. There is no assuran-e
that the econtract will be carried out,

and there is no penalty attached to a

failure. Speaking of the purchase of
goods, I do feel a little warmly upon
that subject. The hon, gentleman speaks
of the merchants of the Pacific Coast
having had & large share of the trade.
1 claim that they are entitled to the bulk
of it, and if they got it all, it would
not be too much, We were the first to
take steps to divert the trade of the
Yukon to Canada. When the excitement
broke out last fall there was not a,dol-
lar’'s worth of trade being done in the
Dominion-of Canada with the Yukon, it
was all being done in Seattle and the
United States Coast cities. We went to
work as individuals and spent at least
$75,000 on the Pacific Coast in advertis-
ing and trying to divert trade to our
ports and to Canada, because as soon as
our trade was opened up we felt that all
Canada was going to get a share of
it. The mills from one end of Canada
to the other started up in making goods
specially adapted to that trade, even
down as far as New Brunswick, where
mill began making a special kind of
cloth. We were the natural distributors
for the eastern people. They talk of
the trade being all for our benefit. It
is a perfect myth. There were the shoe
manufacturers, the makers of rubber
boots, snowshoes, and everything else in
that line, who immediately felt the benefit
and it was all brought about by the
efforts of the merchants on the Pacific
Coast, by ttheir pluck and perseverance.

as well as to Great Britain and Austrar
lia, we sent out circulars, and folders,
and maps, much in excess of anything
ever done by this government, not ex-
cepting the celebrated book publihsed by
Hunter, Rose & Co. By these means we
diverted a great portion of the trade to
the Coast, as is well known. The im-
migration’ that was taking place came
almost exclusively from the United
States, and you will understand the dif-
ficulty there was in getting them to call
for supplies on our coast. 'We had to
fight the Pacific_Coast Steamship com-
pany who werd offering to tender for
those goods that are going out now.
They were our/greatest enemies. They
haq their emigiaries in Washington try-
ing ‘to_induce’the government to enforce
such ¢ s laws as would prevent us
landing goods at Skagway or Dyea. Our
people carried on this fight without any
assistance from Canada, and we suc-
ceeded in diverting trade to our cities, to
a great extent. Of course Eastern Can-
9dq. is getting their share of it. I think
it is most unfortunate that our people,
at any rate, did not have an opportunity
to share in any benefits that were de-
rived from the trade of the Yukon coun-
try. - Now, we have competition from
the l‘;ast in every line, but in business
of this kind we are in a good position
to compete, and I think in_ all fairness
we should have an opportunity. In this
case the minister has given these orders
to two reputable houses, as he says.
But there are many other houses just as
reputable as Messrs. Bate & Co., and
the Hudson’s Bay Co.
The Minister of Mifitia and Defence—
We could not accommodate all of them.

Mr. Earle—You could have divided it
up, or have given them a show. I am
speaxing for British Columbia, and I
feel that we were entitled to a show
above all others in this country. We
!mve spent money, we are still spending
it, and I do not think that Messrs. Bate
& Co. ever contributed one dollar to
assist in diverting trade ‘to the Canadian
cities on the Coast, and if we do not get
that trade, it will go to the American
cities. In asking for information in re-
gard to this matter, I do not attribute
any unfair motives to} the minister, but
I must say that his action looks some-
thing like favoritism, and there is a pos-
gibility of things being not quite square.
With regard to the transportation of
these goods, that seems to have been
done on the principle that there was to
be no competition. Take the case cited
by the hon. member for York in'regard
to freight. If a private individual con-~
ducted tenders in that way, it would
not be possible for him to get anybody
to tender a‘second time. Here is a com-
pany who tendered the first time at a
much lower price than has been awarded
in the contract. It is a most unfair
thing, in respeet to tenders, to hawk
the lowest tender around trying to get
some of your friends to do it at the
same price. That is a most dishonorable
thing, and a man who would do it in
his private business, would be looked
upon as dishonorable, and no respectable
contractor would think of sending him
a tender the second time. Now I sin-
cerely hope that the minister, when he
gets this information in the afternoon,
will give us something that is really
information, because what we have now
only gives the prices of a few goods, it
does not even say where they are de-
livered. The other day I made some
remarks about the flour furnished in this
contract. I find the flour furnished is
not of the first grade, it is second grade,
as I suspected the other day from the
price. I would like very much to see
what this large amount of $14,000 is
composed of. I presume these are prices
delivered on the Coast.

The Minister of Militia and Defence—
All prices delivered on the Coast.

GAGGED AND ROBBED.

A Lawyer’s Oﬂice—ﬁundered by an En-
terprising ‘Thief.

Victoria was treated to a hold-up story
yesterday as sensational almost as those
which form the staple plot of the dime
novel or the wild exploits credited to the
true Western bandit, the kind that walks
into a bank and poking a gun under the
cashier’s nose requests him to “pungle
up.” It was just after one o’clock when
a young man tightly gagged, but with
his hands free, rushed into Mr. Baker's
shoe store on Government street and
made signs that he was choking. Mr.
Baker promptly cut the gag away  and
then the young man, who is George Ray-
ner, a junior clerk to Messrs. Martin &
Langley, barristers, gasped that there
was a thief in the otfice upstairs. Mr.
Baker ran up to look, found nobody and
then telephoned for the poiice.’ In the
medntime Rayner had recovered his
breath and told his story.

The office of Messrs. Martin & Langley
iz ever the Victoria Stationary Com-
pany’s store, and is reached by a stair-
case opening on Government street. Ray-
ner said that he was alone in the office
soon after one o’clock, whep a man came
in and asked first for Mr. Martin and
then for Mr. Langley. Finding the lad,
Rayner, alone, the stranger asked for a
piece of paper on which to leave a note
for one of the firm, As Rayner handed
him the paper the stranger hit him in
the wind and then grasping him behind
speedily put a gag in his mouth and fast-
ened it firmly. The gag is a roll of
linen apparently made for the purpose
and fastened with some cotton twine.
Rayner said that there was quite a lit-
tle struggle before he was mastered, and
indeed Mr. Huxtable in the bookstore
below did hfar a sound as if some one
was slinging a 'chair around. "When
Rayner was safely gagged the stranger
turned the key in the front door lock of
the gemeral office and without troubling
to tie Rayner's hands, went into Mr.
Martin’s office, but came out again soon,
not apparently taking anything from
there. Next he proceeded to empty the
cash box in the general office of almost
$25. Then he went into the 1oom on the

other side where the safe is and it was

‘We sent agents all through the country, |
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then that Rayner turned the key in the
frcnt door and rushed down stairs into
Mr. Baker's shop.

Rayner gave a description of the stran-
ger. A man about five feet six in height,
light checked trausers, black cutaway
ccat, hard brown felt hat, brown hair
and a meustache, which was darker than
his hair and seemed to be false.

THE CIRCUS.
Some of We Features of the Show to
Open Here on Wednesday.

Willison’s circus,—:vhich arrived here
by the steamship Miowera from Honola-
lu, was originally organized in Australia
away back in 1849 and has visited every
town of importance in Australia, Africa,
India, Straits Settlements, Sumatra,
China and Japan. There are many pleas-
ing features in the show, which are sure
to delight the young folks. ' Peanuts,
the dwarf clown, has already wen his
way topopularity with the juveniles who
‘accompany him on hi$ rambles round
town with great glee. The Ceylon dwarf
bull is an interesting little animal, but
the cutest thing imaginable is the new
donkey, which was born in Honolulu the

their way to Manila. All the perform-
ers hail from Australia. Most of the
horses and ponies are also from there.

The baboons and monkeys come from.
Africa. There are also a troupe of edu-
cated dogs and goats that do quite a
surprising number of tricks, such as
waltzing, seesawing, somersaulting, etc.
The entertainment promises to eclipse
anything ever seen here for absolute nov-
elty, and is exhibited in one arena, this.
arrangement enabling every one to follow
the performance without having their
attention distracted by a multiplicity of
rings and stages. The marquees will be
erected upon the grounds situated corn-
er of Herald and Douglas streets, and

nesday night.
two exhibitions daily, at 2 p.m. and 8
p.m, All the curicus animals will be on
view in the front tents, for which thete
will be no extra charge, one ticket and
cne price admitting to all. One of Mr.
Willison’s attractions is the historical
spectacular “Dick Turpin’s Ride to York,
or the death of bonny Black Bess,” re-
culling the days of Hengler, Sanger and
Vensome’s circus in England and view-
ing scenes of childhood days.

The life boat band Nagon, with the
bandsmen dressed as sailors, will parade
the streets this afternoon, but the open-
ing will not take place until Wednesd'\i

day the boys in blue visited that port on

night,

the openin, formance will be on Wed- | |
4 gpet'.['here will afterwards be '
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