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-A DISINTERESTED OPINION.

Interest is taken in the Behring Sea
question on the other side of the Pacific.
¥he news of the seizure of British and
American sealing schooners in the North
Pacific by a Russian cruiser created quite a
sensation in the English colony in Yoko-
bama and the telegram sent from London
conveying the information that a British
man-of-war was to be despatched to Vladi-
vostock with instructions to demand the
release of any Canadian sailors held prison-
ers by the Russian authorities was
hailed, with unfeigned gladness. The
English in Japan were pleased to

! find that Lord Rosebery had determined to

purrue a vigorous foreign policy. The
Japan Mail, in an editorial on the subject,
after expressing its satisfaction that the
British Government had taken prompt
action in the matter, goes on to say:—
Reuter announces that a British man.of-
war to be dispatohed to Vladivostock to de-
mand the release of any Canadian sailors
who may be detained there in connection
with the sealing 'vessels seized. Meantime
no doubt the case of the seizures is being
investigated. The Russians seized one or
more American vessels at the same time,
the crews of which complain bitterly of
ill - treatment. Prob::lﬂ the = Wash-
ington Government will join in an
remonstrance against these high-hand
roceedings, but, however that may be, the
ritish Government cannot tlm:lty submit
to such treatment without loss prestige
both at home and abroad. If, on investiga-
tion, the sealers are found to have violated
Russian waters or regulations, they will of
ceéurse have to take the consequences, but
even that will not afford excuse for the
brutal treatment of the crews. Possibly this
msy be due to the action of some local
officials, but none the less it calls for explan-
ation and apology. Rord Roseberry is
fertunately not like Lord Granville; he
knows his mind and will not hesitate to
‘epeak it. :
The Mail is wrong in supposing that the
American Government would resent the
outrages committed on United States citi-
zens and demand immediate reparation. It,
on the contrary, appears to be well pleased
that Russia has asserted its sovereignty in
the Pacific, even though its own citizens
have been among the victims. . American
politicians seem to think that in some way
the action of Russia will strengthen the
American case before the arbitrators,

THE HONEST TRUTH.

There is, after all, & good deal of inde-
pendence in the press of the United States.
Newspaper editors will say what they be-
lieve to be right in spite of the pressure of
authority and the still more powerful force
of pational partiality. We have seen that
the most forcible arguments against the
claim of exclusive sovereignty over Behring
8ea have appeared in American publications,
and that even American officials have heen
#o impressed with the absurdity of the con-
tention of their Government and with the
inconsistency of their practice that they

could not, as it ‘were, lnlpwot-thgﬂ
against their nation being placed in a posi-.

#ion not only false but ridiculous. And
now we have an American newspaper, the
Boston Herald, showing, in a slightly sar-
castic way, why it is. that the American
people submit to outrages and insults at the
bands of the Russians which they would
promptly and fiercely resent if they had
been committed lna offered by British sub-
jects. The Herald, in a recent number,
‘says : :

Of .course the Russian claini to extraor-
-dinary jurisdiction in Behring sea rests upon
‘the same grounds as the pretensions that
'we have put forward; we drawing ours
from the alleged rights which Russia trans-
ferred to us at thie time of our purchase of

a. The Herald has more: than once
ndicated its entire disbelief in the sound-
ness of these pretensions, and in anticipa-
tion of the finding of the international tri-

| read what has been written in its favor,
is their ignorance of the subjest that causes | At

them to speak lightly of it and to condemn

| those who advocate it as snthlll}hlﬁﬁ@ th

impracticable dreamers.

itself on the attention of all thinking men,

What is to be the future. relations between
Great Britain and her dependencies is a gues-
tion that affects every sabject of Queen Vio-
‘toria, whether he lives in Great Britain or in
oneof hernumerousdependencies. Mr, Parkin
shows this in his book very clearly. He
makes it evident that Great Britain and her
colonies are more closely connected and
more dependent on each other than super-
ficial thinkers are apt to imagine.

The position of the Mother Country is
very peculiar. 8he has become the manu-
facturer for the world. Comparatively few
of her people are occupied in producing
food to sustain themselves and their fellow-
conntrymen. They must depend upon for-
eign countries and the colonies for food, and
also for the greater part of the raw material
of their many manufactures. Deprive Greas
Britain of her ountside supply, both'of food
stuffs and raw ndaterial, for six months and
the whole of her population would be on the
borders of starvation, and more than one-
half of the working classes would have noth-
ing to do. .

merce is a necessity, and to keep that com-
merce free she must, when circumstances
require it, have command of the seas, or
rather she must be in a position to - protect
her ships and her traders wherever they
may be. * In order to do this effectively she
must have possessions in all parts of the
| world. She must have seaports in coun-
tries friendly to her, in which her steamers
can receive supplies of coal and other ma-
terial and in which they can refit if they are
in any way damaged. In a word, col-
onies are a necessity to Great Britain.

| Without them she could not be the great

commercial country that she is and without
them she could not maintain the maritime
supremacy on which her very existence now
depends. :

But the colonies need Great Britain
much as Great Britain needs the colonies.
While they were young and struggling com-
maunities wereit not for the protection she ex-
tended to them they would have become the
prey of every ambitious nation which desires
to extend its dominions. All the colonies of
Great Britain need that protection still.
Not one of them is ina position to maintain
ita independence in the face of powerful and
ambition neighbors. And such has been

the relations between the colonies and the
Mother Country that none of them desire

independence. The colonial tie may chafe
& little sometimes, but it has not been found
to be galling, and_there: is noy_colony that
denires its severance.

closer alliance possible ? Cannot the colonies
change their statas from that of depend-
encies to parts of a federation of sovereign
states? Cannot Great “Britain be trans.
formed_into a Greatér Brithin which shall
linclude the - whole  of what is now
the Empire of Great Britain? Cannot
Canada, for instance, become an integral
part of the Bri(lh nation with an adequnate
-representation in her councils? - Cannot
Great Britain and her colonies be so united
that each member of the Union shall con-
tribute to the strength and the wealth and
the greatness of the whole? This is the
problem which Mr. Parkin would like to
see solved, and to the solution of which he, in
our opinion, in no small degree contributes.
- His book is remarkably well written. The
reader sees at & glance that he has carefully
studied the subject, and that his heart is in
his work, He, too, will rise from its
perusal impressed with the importance of

hath

w he agrees with the author or not,

bunal has never hesitated to condemn the
action of the state department in resting
what could easily be made a good and equit-
able case upon such an archai¢ and worm-
eaten foundation. It hardly need be stated
that if we did not have a seal fishery con-
troversy of our own, the seizure of certain
American sealers by the Russian authorities
and the barbaric treatment which the crews
of the vessels have had to endure, would
arouse the indignation of our people, and if
it were practised by the English instead of
by the Russians would be used to fan upa
feeling that wonld demand a declaration of
war if reparation was not instantly made.
But this fine show of spirit has .to sup-
preased, first, because if the claims we are

upon a certain part of Behring Sea
aue to have any force and effect, the Russian
oruisers are fully justified in seizing these
American sealing vessels, while, curiously
enongh, it is very much easier when Ameri-
can citizens are maltreated” to evoke senti-
ments of hostility if the persecutors are
English officials than is the case when the
buriu‘ity is practiced by rgptueﬂ‘ntiiu of
the Russian Government. is,  too,
although the latter is the greatest and most
intense despofism that exists upon the face
of the earth.

It is evident that the Herald not onmly
sees the inconsistency of our neighbors in
patiently and uncomplainingly submitting
to injuries from the Russians, butis amused
at the spectacle, We have a notion, how-
ever, that in this matter our neighbors have
practiced the virtues of forbearance, and
humility in vdin, for the arbitrators will con-
gider the questions submitted to them on
their merits, without any reference to what
the Ruesians did this summer in the Pacifio

_Ocean, to either British or American sealers.
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IMPERIAL PEDERATION.

Every intelligent Canadian, and particu-
larly every public' man and newspaper
editor, should read, and read  carefully,
¢ Imperial Federation, the Problem of
National Unity,” by George R. Parkin.
Many Canadians have fallen into the habit
of sneering at Imperial Federation and of
speaking contemptuously of its advoocates.

. The great majority of those who do this, we

venture to say, have thought very little
about Imperial Federation, and have nob

with a respect for him and for those who
labor with him in the cause of National
Unity.

STILL BEWILDERED.

We find that all our American contem-
poraries are as greatly bewildered in trying
to form a reasonable opinion as to what will
be the result of the presidential election
as we are on this side of the line. It is the
large element of admitted uncertainty that
puszles the caloulators. In this the presi-
dential election closely resembles the British
general election of a few months “Io._. In
trying to make forecasts for the usk of the
politicians and for the information of the
public; the large number of doubtfal cogn.
ties and boroughs vitiated every calculation
made by either Conservatives or Liberals.
A similar element in the United States ap-
pals even the partisan editor, and causes
him to refrain from confident predictions of
victory for hisside. In this he is wise, for
the 8th of November is 80 near that his
prophecy would -not be forgotten, and he
does not like the idea of being represented
by triumphant opponents as a fool or a
senseless braggart if the election—as it is as
likely as not to do—should go against his
papty. The St. Paul Pioneer Press, which
is { moderately but firmly Republican, ac-
counts for the reluctance of the politicians
to make predictions in this way :— {
The main canse of this Erewing uncer-
tainty that marks our presidential contests
is the great growth of the country. It is
too-big a pation to be carried about by any-.
body or corralled by any committee. Thyo
task of estimating in advance its probable
action is too stupendous for any mind to
assume or any organization to carry out.
The event of November 8th depends on the
free determinations of about 13,000,000
voters, and 1,000 of them, miore or I
may, settle it one way or the -other, It 'is
simply beyond the reach of any political
agency to say in advance what such decision
shall be. Of course there are elements of
certainty. Nohkody questions for whom the
vote of Vermont or that of Mississippi will
be cast. But the doubtful list is large
; enough, and 1t is increasing in length

‘But the subject is a practical one, and one ;
that is' certain, sooner or later, to force |1

..To & conntry so situated unfettered com-:

~THe question then comes up, is not a’

the subject of Imperial Federation, and,

- both in the Mother Country and the colonies. | change his

frequency of indepen

the seorecy of the reformed  bal 1
enormous problem that is to be dealt with,
speculation in advance is pnprofitable. It
iz a country too big to be’ managed or run
acoording to schedule any longer. ;

THE NAKUSP APPLICATION.

We see that an attempt is'being made to
induce the Government to make a large un-
authorized expenditure of public money in
the Kootenay District. A road is needed
from Nakusp to New Denver; and thence to
the mining camps. Those applying for the
construction of the road do not say how
much it will cost, but the Government
has ascertained ‘that’ it will take from
$25,000 to $35,000. This is a very con-

| siderable sum for the Government to take

out of the Treasury without authority, to
fui'thgr, as some will be sure to say, the de-
signg/of a few speculators in townsites and
mining lands. ;

But this is not all. The applicants for
the building of the Nakusp and New
Denver road are not the only persons who
are mining in that region. There are others
who want roads quite as much as they do,
and who have quite as strong claims_on the
men in. power, If then the, Government
should take out of the Treasury without
authority from the Legislature a sum suf-
ficient to build the North Denver and Na-
kusp road, they will be required to build
roads from mining camps to Kaslo Lake and
to other points.  If the ' Government gives
to one set of men, we cannot see how it can
refuse to give to other sets. Reasonable
people will see that it is not safe or proper
to open such a door to unauthorized expendi-
ture, and to an improper use of the public
money, as these applicants for public aid
would have the Government do. If the
Government made such a use of their power
as they are petitioning for in order to favor
other speculators and other miners, they
would be the first to complain. Is it not
best, in every way, then, for the applicants
to wait until the Government.can constitu-
tionally and regularly apply to the Legisla-
ture for the sums required to open up the
district?

Besides, it is not now known whether the
road if built, at a very considerable ex-
pense, would be of much use after it is made.
If the mines are as productive and as rich
as they promise to be, they cannot be de-
veloped without a railroad. We see that a
charter for a railroad 'line on this same
route was asked for last winter, which,
through some informality, fell through. The
application ; will, no 'doubt, be renewed
at the next session of the Legislature. If
the mines turn out well the road made at
such cost will be simply .a -tote road to aid
in the construction of the d and will
be of little or no use to thé public. It can
hardly be expected that besidds giving the
railway the grantof land which it will no
doubt ask for, the Government will  also
build a road solely for its use and benefit.

A road is projected to Kaslo Lake of
about the same length as the Nakusp road.
If the Government builds a road for the
Nakusp people it must also build one for
the Kaslo people. But the Kaslo” Com-
pany are, we believe, building their own road
without assistance from the Government.
In vwo or three months, when the
applications for aid are before the
Legislature, all = these matters can
be discussed and aid can be given where it
is most needed, and the money expended in
& way which will be most to the public ad-'
vantage. The parties interested will not
have long to waif, and they may depend
upon being dealt with by the Government
liberally. ‘It is, we are sure; the intention
of the Government to aid to the utmost of
its ability the development of the mineral
resources of the Kootenay country.

It is amusing to see the organ of the
Opposition urging the Government to spend
the public money without authority. If it
had any desire to do its duty it would dis-
countenance the spending of a single dollar
of the people’s money without authority or
manifest urgency. But it is only con-
sistent in being inconsistent. It is sure,
too, to attribute some petty and improper
motive to the Government whether it does
right or wrong, In declining to spend a
large sum without authority the Times!
knows that the Government is doing right,
but instead of giving it credit for
determining  to act constitutionally from a
sense of duty, it is silly enough to sby it
pursues what it must admit is the proper
course to be revenged on Mr. Kellie.

Our contemporary, too, expresses itself
with its usual foolishness about the sale of
the New Denver lots. The writer in the
Sentinel does not venture-to assert—and he
would if he could—that the Government
made any promises to the purchasers of
land there, that it did not perform. What
he says about that matter is in effect a full
admission of this. ‘‘ Purchasers,” he affirms,
*“bought upon the faith of the town-site
being owned and held by the Government,
and inferred+and naturally too—that the
influence and support of the Government
would be directed towards building up a
town of their own creation.” If these per-
sons had anything stronger than their own
¢“inferences ” to build upon, it would, no
doubt, have been mentioned by the Sentinel.

Yet it was on so unsubstantial a ground as
these inferences that the Times bases a
charge againsh the Government of blunder-
ing. \

A

Bucklngﬁ.mm's Dye for the Whiskers can be
applied when at home, and is uniformly suc-
cessful in coloring a brewn or black. Hence

its great popularity,

of the annexation of the Dominion to the

United States ia one 'of great importance ;
%o very few people of this country is it'a
‘matter of any importance whatever.” The
number of persons in the Dominion to
whom annexation is & question of import-

, | ance could very easily be counted. Political

union with ‘the United States, Harper’s
Weekly ought to knew, is really not, pro-
perly speaking, a question in Canada at all.
‘There is no party on this side of the nation-

}al boundary line which has annexation- for

a plaok in iis platform. More than §that,
there is not a party in Canada that dose
not expressly, and in forcible terms, dis-
avow annexation, The few annexationists
that there are in the country are
not  strong enmough to maintain a
newspaper organ to .advocate their views.
They have not a single representative in the
Dominion Parliament ; neither, as far as we
know, have they a representative in any of
the provinoial legislative assemblies. * For a
man publicly t0 avow a leaning towards an-
nexation is in all the provinces the surest
way to political extinction. The people of
Canada do not want to be represented by
annexationists in any of their public bodies,
federal, provincial cr municipal. These
facts seem to us to. be proof positive that
there is really no such question as annex-
ation before the people of Canada. If, as
Harper's Weekly asserts, there is in the
Dominion an annexation party, it must be
searched for with a magnifying glass, for no

cerned by the naked eye.

The “gent.lel‘mn who holds a commis-
sion in the Canadian militia,” who lately
went to the United States for the purpoge
of consultation’  with the annexation
party that he expected to find there is evi-
dently one of those peculiar people who ex-
ist in every commaunity, who delight in do-
ing things which they consider startling, not
because they are right, but because they are
uncommon and likely to bring them into no-
toriety. That ¢gentleman,” except for his
annexation escapade, would in all probabil-
ity be neven heard of outside the little cligne
of his associates in his native town. Now,
his name has been published in nearly all
the newspapers of Canada and in a few of
those of the United States ; and he has also
been distinguished by having had his name
nﬁ'uck\ off the roll of officers of the Canadian
militia. It is not likely that he will ever
be heard of again by the: public of Canada
or’ the United States. He is a nobody and
he represents nobody. i

Those public men and journalists in the
United States who have been led to believe
that a large proportion of the Canadian
people are pining for political nuion with
the United States, have been grossly mis-
informed: “They' are in 'pretty much the
same position as those Canadians who are
persuaded that theré is a iarge and power-
fal party in the United States who are
only waiting for a:good chance to gobble up
Canada, body-and bones. Harper’s Weekly
assures the world ‘that there is no' such
party in the States, and'we are satisfied
that it says not only what it believes to be
true, but' what is true.  The public
men 'of the Great 'Republic - have
enongh  to think of without = bother-
ing their heads about the annexation of
Canada. Not being seriously considered in
the United States and having no party
organization in Canada Professor Goldwin
Smith and his handful of Canadian disci-
ples must be cpnvinced that they have
fallen upon evil days and that the chances
of its annexation becoming of importance
in either of the two countries within a
measurable distance of time, are very few
indeed.

DANGER STILL,
The Bpecial corr dent of the Lond

Times does not believe that the danger trom
cholera is over in Western Europe. It is
still lingering in Russia, in Hungary, in
Poland, in Germany and in Holland. The
sickness in Hamburg js declining day by
day, but yet there are ominous signs that
the cholera in Europe is not-dead but sleep-
ing. Those signs, he says, ‘‘mean that the
cholera is doing just what it has always
done on former - ocoasions, and is creeping
quietly onwards, sowing its autumnal seeds
in new ground, and a wide area which will
burst into more or less luxuriant flower
with the advent of summer. 1t begins, so
to speak, where it left off.” This writer,
who is evidently a man of experience and
well read in the history of the disease, tells
us that ' when the cholera wakes up next
spring the people of the country places have
more to fear from it than the inhabi-
tants of the large towns. The ‘‘great saori-
fice of human life in Russia,” he says, ‘fhas
been in the rural districts, the vil-
lages and small; towns; and so it
is likely™ to be in the countries
further west, where the conditions are
similar,” In 1872-3 there died in the

indications of its organization can be dis-

oy

| Canada and the United States. They es-

caped this year through the goodness of
Providence and the watchfulness of the

b bk

" | health officers, but they cannot make sure

of a similar immunity next year. 'The
cholera will in all probability -be again
brought to the of America, if it does
not reyvive in New York, and it will. require
the utmost vigilance in town and country
to keep it away or to make it harmless if
unhappily it should be imported. The very
intelligent writer in the Times has warned
us notto rest in false security, and if we in
Canada are wise we will profit by his warn-
ing. S L
\ et e iy

A SHAMBLESS FRAUD.
The manner in which the voters’ lists of
San: Francisco have been stuffed is most
extraordinary. It is said that as many as
eight thousand names have been frandu-
lently placed upon the list. Every one
seemed to know that the fraud was being
committed but no one appears to be able to
put a stop to the rascally work. " The stuff-
ing is complained of by the honest voters of
both parties. The Republicans protest
against it as vigorously as the Democrats.
The work is done by the bosses: and their
creatures, whq seem to be the real rulers of
the city. The Examiner, denouncing this
fraud, exclaims : * Will the ®itizens allow
this? Will they have their honest votes
overwhelmed by this mass of crime and cer-
ruption? . Will they divide in. the'face of
this threatening horde of the worst and most
dangerous element and allow the city to be
turned over toa gang of hungry plunder-
ars?” .The Call is almost as emphatic in its
denunciation of the crime. But in'spite of
the exposure made by the newspapers and
the indignation of honest voters the work of
the bosses goes merrily on. They contem-
| plate the coming election confidently and
cheerfully, and may be imagined putting
their fingers to their noses and asking hon-
eat men with a leer, ‘“ What are you going
to do about it?”

P
e

AGAINST EVACUATION.

Captain Lugard almost immediately on
his return to England wrote a letter to the
Times, in which he gives many reasons why
Uganda should not be abandoned. He
shows that from a commercial point of view
Uganda being the key to a great part of
Central Africa and beinz surrounded by
eountries in a high degree productive, is of
no small value to Great Britain. Although
Uganda iteelf is at present impoverished it
has great capabilities, and can be made fo
supply the British market with commo-
dities. which are there in  great demand.
He also shows that Uganda and the coun-
tries near it, if once a trade were opened,
would bé large consumers of British manu-
factures. |

The political advantages of the occupation
of Uganda, too, he describes as important.
He suggests that the nation which possesses
Uganda, if it knows how te use its advan-
tages, can be master of Egypt. The sources
of the Nile are in that country, and what
the Nile iz to Egypt everyone knows. If
Great Britain should abandon the country
there is nothing to hinder any other nation,
desirous of obtaining territory and influence
in Central “Africa, seizing it and availing
itself of ‘all the advantages of its position.
It is well known that both Italy and Ger-
many are smbitious to extend their respec-
tive spheres of influence in Africa, and had
it not been that the Imperial East Africa
Company had occupied the country in the
interests of Great Britain, one or other of
these two powers would be in position of
the region to-day. More than all this, Capt.
Lugard contends that Great Britain is
bound in honor and by the pledges to the
natives that have been made in her name,
to remain in Uganda. What he says on
this part of his subject is important. 1t is
this : \

There,are again, other arguments urged
by those who maintain that the Govern-
ment of this country has an obligation
which it is impossible 1t can set aside, with
regard to Uganda. These are the fatal blow
o British bonor which would be the result
of evacuation; and, indirectly, the cogniz-
ance to some extent the Government must
take of the pledges made to natives by a
chartered company, which the compan
alleges it can no  longer iulﬁi
To what extent Government should take
cognizance of those pledges it is for Gov-
ernment and public opinion to decide. I,
as the accredited agent of the chartered
company, acting within my instructions,
gave pledges—and my action in this matter
has never been criticised or even discussed
—pledges which I am naturally anxious to
see fulfilled for the honor of the company
in whose name I made them, and of the
nation whom that company represents.

How far the British nation is bound by
the pledges made by Capt. Lugard as agent
of the East Africa Company depends en-
tirely upon the relation in which the Com-
pany stands to the- Government of Greas
Britain, and the understanding it had with
that Government when it extended its
operations to Central Africa. It is con-
tended by some that the Company went to
Uganda more in the interests of the British
Government than to enlarge the sphere .of
its own operations, and that it did so at

rural districts of Hungary 190,000 p ;
and he does not see. what is to hinder the
same thing happening again, if the disease
gets a foothold. In those flat countries
when once the disease makes its appearance,
the water gets polluted, and then the
plague spreads like wildfire.

This writer believes that Great Britain is
not freefrom danger, and that as great vigil-
ance must be exercised this autumn and
next lp{ing as was necessary last summer.
“Every place,” the Times’ correspondent
says, *‘‘thinks it is prepared until the
enemy is within the citadel. We have
escaped . hitherto by ~virtue of our
beautiful island position; ~ and the
vigilance ‘of our port sanitary officers ;
but at any moment that line may be broken
through and then it will be the same story
as elsewhere.”

What is true of England is aleo true of

/

the suggestion of men in authority in Great
Britain. If that is the case, the Govern-
ment are bound to see that the occupation
of Uganda by the Company will net
be to the injury of those who placed
faith in the promises .of Capt. Lugard
and who acted on the assumption that
that occupation was to be permanent. H.
M. Stanley, who writes for the information
of British editors, is of this opinion. He
is, by the way, corrected as to matters of
fact by some of the British public whom he
undertook to emlighten. But the correc-
tions did not affect the moral aspect of. the
case.

Capt. Lugard shows that. from a moral
and humanitarian: point of view, the aban-
donment of Uganda would have a most
deplorable effect. It would take from the
Christian converts the protection which is
now necessary to their very existence. For

not only do the Protestant eonverts require
the protection of /Great Buitain, but that
protection is as urgently needed by the
Roman - Catholic converts. Mgr. Hirth,
who criticises Capt. Lugard’s acts with
great severily, at the same time protests
vigorously against the evacuation: of the
country by the British. If the country was
left to mative and Mahomedan rule, the
slave trade would receive a fresh impetus,
and the suffering of the unfortunate natives,
both Christian and Pagan, wotld be greatly
increased, not only in Uganda, but in the
whole region of Central Africa.

Capt: Lugard’s representations will, no
doubt, have considerable influence on public
opinion in Great Britain. The result of the
agitation, in which he is taking so promin-
ent a part, will most likely be not only the
abandenment of the design to evactuate
Uganda, if it has been entertained by those
in authority, but the adoption of measures
to make the occupation of the country more
complete and more effective than it has been
hitherto.

WONDERFUL SPEED.

The last trip of the Inman line steamship
City of Paris was made in 5 days 14 hours
and 24 minutes from Qu town. This
beats her own record, which at the time
was the best, by 1 hour and 34 minutes. In
this voyage the City of Paris made, for four
consecutive days, runs of over 503 miles.
Her average speed on this voyage was 20.7
knots an hour. ' This is wonderful going.
And when it is considered that this extraor-
dinary speed was kept up, night and day,
during the whole voyage with perfect safety
the marvel is all the more marvellous. ' Itis
known now that great speed is combined
with perfect safety. The passengers felt as
easy and unconcerned, and the machinery
ran as smoothly, while the noble steamship
was rushing through the water at that rapid
rate as if she was gliding at half the speed.
The exaetness with which the immense en-
gines of these boats are constracted and the
accuracy with which they do the work for
which they are made are among the
wonders of modern mechanical ‘science.
Naval architects can now build a vessel and
equip her with machinery to go at a given
rate of speed, and, when the trial is made,
she seldom goes below the rate for which
she was constructed, although she may at
times slightly exceed it. The man who
built the City of Paris knew that he was
putting out of his hands & vessel that would
cross the Atlantic in less time than any
up to that' ‘time built. ' There was no
chance about the matter. It was, from the
time she was modelled until she was com-
pleted, a problem of science.

ITALY'S N&W DEPARTURZE.

Italy has been of late years living beyond
her means. Her debt has gone on increas-
ing and her people have been taxed to their
full tax-bearing ability, and somewhat be-
yond it, and now the time has come when
she must. retrench and practise economy.
But it'is. not so easy to do’ this in Italy as
one would imagine.  Singular to say, it is
the representatives of thé people themselyves
who place the greatest-and indeed the only
formidable obstacles in the way of cutting
down expenses.

There is in Italy a whole army of public
officials, very many more than are needed.
But the members of Parliament are opposed
to diminishing their numbers. The patron-
age of these places is almost entirely in
their hands, and if their number were less-
ened to any considerable extent” the influ-
ence of the members would be proportion-
ately diminished. It was an attempt on
the part of the late Prime Minister, Signor
Crispi, to get rid of some six hundred of
these unnecessary civil servants that hast-
ened his downfall.

In thesame way the representatives of
the people are opposed to diminishing the
appropriations for local public works. Get-
ting as much of the public moneyjas possible
tospend in their several constituencies is
the great ambition of many members,
and what they depend upon for a con-
tinuation of popular support. The minis-
ter, then, who pares down the appropria-
tions to the lowest point possible, is cer-
tain to lose support, and many who are not
opposed to him on principle are glad to
embrace the first apportunity that presents
itself to embarrass him, and it may be, to
defeat him. Then the state of Europe
makes it extremely difficult for an Italian
Premier to lessen to any great extent the
expenditure on the army and navy. The
sums expended on the war establishments of
Italy are enormous, considering the popu-
lation of the country and the amount of its
income. Even in initiating a policy of re-
trenchment and y the Finance Min-
ister is obliged to calculate for the next two
years on deficits of seven and ten millions
of dollars. A surplus is a thing unknown
to Italian finance in these days.

The Italian Legislature has been dis-
solved and the elections for the Chamber
of Deputiés take place on the sixth of the
present month. The Government is very
frank’ with the electorate. It does not
paint the situation is rose colors by any
means. The Premier Giolitti, in his address
makes a candid statement of the financial
condition of the country, and promises to
do what he can to bring about a better state
of things. He is not responsible for the
embarrassments with which he is struggling,
for he has been in power only six months,
and when he took office it was predicted
that his Government would not last six
weeks. He has, however, kept his hold of

the reins of power, and feels himself strong
enough now to appeal to the people. What

"his prospects are we have no means of know-

ing. Manhood suffrage does not obtain in
Italy. There is both an educational and a
tax-paying qualification. . The elector must
be 21 years of age, be able to read and
write, and must pay taxes equivalent to

$3.75 of our money. The ‘condi:

.

————

tion, educational and otherwise, of the
Italian people may be inferred from the
fact that ont of a population estimated at
80,158,408 there are enrolled 2,825,035
voters, and of these in 1890 1,477,173 cast
their votes. In the United States, where
manhood suffrage prevails, the voting force
is calculated to be abont one-fifth of the
whole population. In Italy, as we see, it is
not one-tenth,

It is generally supposed that the rural
population of Italy, ground down by taxes,
is in a miserable condition. This, accord-
ing to the London Times, is not true. I:s
Italiangorrespondent says : ¢ The general
condition of Italy is satisfactory, and there
is nowhere, out of the great cities, any indi-
cation of the misery so much talked of as an
indication of the condition of the rural pop-
ulation.”

FANCIFUL CHARQGES.

We regret that our contemporary should
so far forget itself as to
upon subjects of which it is pro-
foundly ignorant. The Nakusp road
controversy is a case in point. In a4
leading article in last evening’s issue it very
reluctantly admits that the Government hag
acted rightly and constitutionally, but goes
on to mislead its readers by fresh misstate.
ments. That artiele contained the follow-
ing passage :

What we said was that the Government

sought revenge on Mr. Kellie by cutting

down the West Kootenay appropriation last
session, not by refusing to build this road.
We further said that if it had not acted
thus unworthily it would have been able to
help in a legitimate manner the Slocan
miners  and the . people who bought New
Denver and Nakusp town lots.

This statement cannot be justified. At
the time the appropriations were set
apart for the different districts the
value of the  Slocan mines was in a
great measure unknown, but a good trail

was made ‘this year at a cost of some
$5,0600 between Nakusp and New Denver.
With the Nakusp townsite the Government
have nothing whatever to do, as it is
entirely in the hdnds of private
parties. What representations the townsite
owners may have'made to parties purchasing
we know not, but with regard to the pur-
chasers in the New Denver townsite we
do know for a fact that the construction of
a wagon road this year from Nakusp was
not at the time of the sale even
thought of.. The purchasers of lots
in ' this latter place took the same
chances that purchasers of lots have taken
in Vancouver,; Hastings, English Bay, North
Vancouver, Hope, Yale and many other
places. The Government constructed a
good trail to New Denver to commence
with, and later on, as the mines develop,
doubtless on legislative authority a wagon
road and a railroad will follow. The Times
states what is a deliberate untruth when it
says :

The purchasers of the New Denver towxf(
lots bought them under the impression that
the road was to be constructed. Where
they got that impression we know not, but
what is plain is that the Government knew
that impression was ‘abroad, and that its

lots were sold at high prices on the strength
ofit.” ,

The construction of the wagon road this
year was never spoker of until months after
the sale of New Denver, and the agitatio
has since been created. .

The idea of ‘‘ taking revenge” on Mr.
Kellie never entered the mind of any mem-
ber of the Govermment. Those who com-
pose it are doing their best to assist in the
development of the countryin a consti-
tutional manner, and they would scorn to
take revenge on Mr. Kellie or upon any-
body else for doing what he believed to
be his duty. -What they are intent
upon, is to do their best to
advance the interests of the Province,
no matter what the political position of
those who represent particular districts may
be.-.They propose to mete out even-handed
justice to all. The Times gains nothing by
making fanciful charges and imputing im-
proper motives to the gentlemen who are
entrusted for the time being with the duty
of administering the affairg of this Province.

AMERICAN NEWS.

expatiate

WASHINGTON, Nov. 2, — Ex-Minister E.

J. Phelps, of Vermont; Mr. J. C. Carter, of
New York, and Judge Blodgett, of Chicago,
counsel for the United States in the Behring
Sea case, were closeted 'with Secretary of
State Foster all day at the State depart-
ment. The sixty days within which the
‘United States must file its counter case,
under the terms of the treaty, expires on
the 27th inst., and the consultation was
over the draft of the United States reply.

MinngapoLrs, Nov. 2.—The Journal to-
day received the following special from Des
Moines, fowa : Details of the selling out of
the third party Prohibitionists to the Demo-
crats have been made public here and have
caused a great political sensation. The
Democrats, it is said, paid $3,500 to the
chairman of the state central committee,

NEw York, Nov. 2.—The Democrats are
so confident of victery that they are offer-
ing two to one on Cleveland’s success in
this state without finding Republican tak-
ers while bets are even as to the general re-
results on Cleveland $50.000 were offered,
of which §25,000 were taken up in
small bets the balance being neglected.
It is now claimed that Cleveland will carry
New York, Indiana, Connecticut, W. Va.,
and that Weaver will get anywhere from
five to 45 electoral votes in the west.

BORN.

EBERTS—AS Victoria on the 28th instant, the
wife of D, M. Kberts, of a son.

MARRIED.

HaAYNuS—CARTER—In this citﬁ on the 26th
inst., by the Right Rev. Bishop Cridge.
lm E. Haynes, of Victoria, B, C,, to

A id red Carter, of Croyden, Surrey, Eng-

and.

MoDoNALD--In this city on the2nd of Novem-
ber, John McDonald, aged 30 years. Na-
tive of Roxburgshire, Scotland.
KERMODE—At the family residence. No. 87
Henry street, on the 2nd instant, Klizabeth,
the beloved wife of Edward Kermode, a

native of Livervool, England, aged 48 ycars.

/
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