AN INSOLVENT NATION.

The Bankrupt Condition of the Once Pros M 22
perous Portugal. —

Portugal will ere long, unless present
indications are at fault, give another ot
the illustrations so frequent in her re.
cent history of the rapidity with which
a nation once on the downward grade
gains momentum. Time was, says the
Beston Transcript, when if Portuga]
did not “hold the golden East in fee”
she at least divided possession of it with
Venice. In those days when she was 3
great power on sea and land, with great
fleets and armies at her command, she
could have bought a large part of Eu-
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the Troy Union’s reporters:

“ have missed melons from my store
#rom time to time—mostly muskmelons,
but in one or two instances large water-
melons; Of course I suspected boys of
being the thieves—there is a tough lit-
tle gang that hangs around here—and 1
set'a watch. That day and the next we
caught boys stealing apples and peach-
es, but that is an ‘every-day occurrence
with almost every grocer and I was
pretty well satisfied that the boys were
not the thieves I wanted. The next
thing that came to be a certainty with
me was that the stealing was done in
the night. = I could find no signs of any

rope, and then have had some money to
put by for a rainy day. Now the rz;iny
day has come and finds her with no
money put by. In this emergency she
has gone begging of the bankers, and
it is understood has secured a loan of
about thirty-two million dollars from a
syndicate of capitalists to tide over her
present needs. - Whether this sum wil
be sufficient is seriously doubted in Lon-
don, where the Portuguese financial
situation is pretty well understood. The
debt of Portugal is about one hundred
and forty dollars per capita of her pop-
ulation of five million; or in all some-
where in' the neighborhood of seven
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cash-drawer was always untouched. So
night before last I watched from six
o'clock until midnight with arevolver
and a bull’s-ege lantern. And I discov-

It was about 8:30 when I heard a

hundred million dollars. The interest
charge is about twenty-five million dol-
lars, or considerably more than half the
revenne; the deficit within two years
has been as high as fourteen million
dollars. These figures made London
finaneiers indisposed to come to the as-
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i ntain, West scampering over the floor near the stand

where the melons lay. 1 turned the
bull’s-¢ye on the place and saw five
large rats, three on the floor and two
up:- beside a big watermelon on the
bench, a foot or eighteen inches above.
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They didn’t seem to mind the glare of
the bull’s-eye, which threw a strong
light upon them but«left me in the
darkness. 'The two rats on the bench,
standing on their hind legs, pushed the
melon off, and it fell with a. crushing
sonnd to the floor, splitting into three
* pieces, though held together more or

“With their sharp teeth and claws
‘ they quickly cut the thing apart, allow-
ing some seeds and water to ruh out on
the floor. Then, with much struggling
and pushing and pulling, two of the
rats on their backs on the floor, got
of ' the melon on top of them.
One other assisted each of them to keep
the melon steady, and the fifth caught
the tail and by hard
pulling them to the cellar
stairs. Here ;the heavy freight was
| pushed off the rats which had served as
. carts and rolled down-stairs. = This was
repeated until every particle of the

Things About Her Which Most Ev-

There are one or two things about
_the moon that eyery one should know.
Let me mention them, writes Prof. E.

8. Holden, of Lick Observatory, to the
. How bright is the
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cently borrowed money will be put will
be to pay Baring Brothers their due.
The immediate interest demands will
take up ten million or twelve million
dollars more  in January, and the ques-
tion is, when will Portugal want to bor-
row again, since the entire amount of
the loan is only sufficient for little more
than a year’s interest. Portugal might
do well to realize on her African posses-
sions now. ' They would net her a good
gsum, and & nation that has neither gold
nor steel ¢an not hope to hang on to her
colonies long when such powers as Ger-
many and England long for them.

OSSAWATTOMIE'S BOYS.

How Owen and Jason Brown Disposed of
. Their Little Fortune.

John Brown, of Harper’s ferry, whose
soul goes marching on, has twp sons,
Owen and Jason, who went into the
valley where Pasadena sits in the sun-
shine of the California Paradise, and

Iy >
ot the 184t  rat-as he pansed st the there struggled against adversity and
| head of the stairs, and IThave not missed

fonght pinched c¢ircumstances in a long
and hard contest.

A Lewiston gentleman just home
from Washington, says the Lewiston
Journal, met in New York an old friend,
an attorney of much note, who recently
settled the estate of one of these sons
who recently died at or near Pasadena.
‘The attorney told the Lewiston gentle-
man a story whose moral will be touch-
“ing; 'no matter how badly it may be told
_in this place. abd whose theme is heroic
| along the bettér Tine of heroism." This
‘attorney found: the aifairs of the de-
ceas: ed. in good mﬂm s hnt‘ his estate
| small, -He'obtained from the surviving
 son a memento of John Brown, a letter
written te one of the sons nearly fifty

yeats ago—a good'letter, with one-or
| two bits of honest, manly advice in it.
| Te. progress of looking up the affairs
the attorney found out this, that the
two sons had lived along in a rather
pinched way, paying for their little
‘ place. :working.hard and patiently, un-
oomyimnmg in'their toil, and that they
finally had saved twohundred dollars
for a little nest egg against future
troubles. About two years ago or more,
‘a8 every one knows, Charleston, S. C.,
fell in earthquake. Theére was want
and suffering—a misery in some sec-
tions -only by the flood at
Conemangh. these two brothers
| heard of it, forgetting that South Caro-
lina had embodied the element that had
'slain a father, and hearing only the
cries of want; they sent their entire lit-
tle fortune to Charleston, and it was
used in allaying the miseriesof the men
and women who in a certain way had
been responsible for their father’s death.

There’s the story. You can think it
over, especially in the light of its vncs-
tentations giving, and perhaps you may
see its moral. The fact that it has been
‘unnoticed so long and that one of the
sons has died without seeing even 1
newspaper reference td tlie'incident, is
proof enoungh that it was a gift of pure
generosity and nothing eise.

: Old-Time Aristocracy:

The" so-called . cities of the United
States at the time of the adoption of
the constitution in 1775 were only what
would now be eounted fowns of mod-
erate size. ~But in eachof these little
capitals there wng an aristoeracy that
affected the style and fashion of the
English gentry, Gentlemen and ladies
gathered at fashionable houses in the
afternoon and spent the time in talking
ind sipping tea from dainty little chins
sups, Semetimes large parties rode
Jown to a public garden in the cour-
try or a fgvern by the seaside to drink
tea. In most of the chief towns there
were held once in two weeks ‘‘assem-
blies;” or balls. ~ At these assemblies
there were stately minuets and cour
try dances, and much money was lost
and won at card tables in a room pre
pared for fashionable gambling, which
was then one of the recognized amuse:
ments of good society.

5 The Land of Ducks.

There are more ducks in the Chines
Empire, says an authority, than all the
world ontside of il They are kept DY
the Celestials on every farm, on the
. private roads, on the public roads, o8
streets of cities and on all the lakes
ponds, rivers, streams and brooks~§
the country. Every Chinese boat als
contains a batch of them. There ar¢
innumerable hatching establishments
all through the Empire, many of which
are said to turn out about 50,000 yours
dheks every: year, Saded and smoked
Guclks $ad duck’s eggs constitute 10 !
the most common and important &7
cles of diet in China.

Mg, H. Crump.

of grouse The detendaunt ple
iming that be bad purchase

was fined $25 and costs, in

swenty days imprisonment.

VIR AL
Junior Lacresse
A general mecting of the Vi
Lacrosse Club was held Ilaf
incipal business  transactef
completion of 411 arrang meng
with the Vancouver Juniors
May 23id, game to comme
The elub . will practice steadil
& week, commencing this ¢
members ure asked to pune
practices. 1

oor %

Information Wa
A letter was rec-ived, yeste
‘resident of Aberdeen, South D
that Arthur McCall, 14 years
John Walker, 25 years, bith §

““Jeft their homes last Septembé

in Vietoria April 1. They a2
~bestill in the city, and any
coneerning them, if left at @
be forwarded to their anxious
are belicved to be working
livery stables. or at the 1ace
one may be earning a living as]

AT
&y The Yacht *° Victol
The new pleasure yacht nd
pear the Outer wharf, by J. H
She wiil be
few days. The little vessel,
named - the Viectoria, is a ¥§
model, and -her owuer ha

s ‘$hat she will prove a cl

which is of iron, .ig 27 feet

* ¥eet wide and_about- 5 f

the material used in ber cofi

" the very best quaiity. As
““launched, she will be at onl

" ‘her owner hopes to have her B
““regatta on the 25th. A
PR
¥ To Welcome the g
The Sound steamiars, last ey
an unusually large number 4§
. away from the city, the gre

“being the Presid-nt’s vieit]

" Among those on. board tie
01

- “Mayor Giant, Ald. Muun, Al
| Mago

yper, Mrs Sebl and ¢

"North and chidren, Capt N.{

M. C. Browne, J. S. Berwin,

* €. Long, W. Jones, Wm. B

Bscalet, H. H. Taylor, W. J.

i Hall, R F. Tolmie, A. D. §
¢ . Cameron, Geo. Denny, {Victog
.. ¥: Englebardt and T. J. Bun

; The “‘ Ocean Belle™

" Schoimer Oc an Belle retur]
* afternoon, from ses ‘with |

board. She reported the

cough, ‘especislly since th

“+‘Durieg a storm. she lost a

sary to come in «nd

“%'boats and also breke one of b

- which so disabled her as to my
get som|

. ‘done. On the 25th ot last m

.the #chooner Umbrina, and
" having 43 skins on board; a
- of the same month the
m haviog 291 skins o
 Blle will return
- grounds when her repairs are
To:  Rather Queer Amusg
+ On Monday morniny, amon
‘drunks in the polic: court wi
who pleaded guiliy, and was
young mun, who s a mechs
_employment, spent seveéral
Jock-up, having been det
Mmeelf, at 2 a.m., in & very
mer.  For some time-past thi
beard several complaints @
tora down, doors broken ai
; ‘'moved, and were dctermined
eulprits. - At 2 o'l ck, Md
Sergt. Levin d t cred the &
youth amusing h mself by
$he door of the Loudon Harn
admini-tered several stuut
door, when he chanced to sp
Then he took to his heels, b
Ay for h'm, the sergesnt was
“and. after a lively ntile spm
Banled, lodged in juil, and

7 -mag'strate at 11 o’clock, in @

motley crowd of Iudians,

drunken whites.
Ay SRR

The Puget Sound St

. The Port Townsend Leag

.. $hat the Uuion P.c fic will’

Potter to the Columbia river

but that her place wil b

Victorian. It add.: “Itis

Pacific water lines and the

and Alaska Steam<hip G

 senting the Northern Pa

* after divide the Port Towns
$oria business by jointly rui

"\ hoat daity on that route, the

"$orian niaking the trip one d

- “of Kingston running the ne

guiries made from the office

th Pacific result in
i their purt of the opinion thaf
gonnot possihly e placed om
¥ont-, her draft being too
‘ehannel there. If the Potted
““Columbia it is held that hers
$aken sither by a s ern-whel
exeesdingly light depth.
Sorian, it is the po'icy of
her between the Sound
fia. but whether she will
the Citv of Kingsion
§8 She geueral opinion th




