LAST
EDITION

50th Year. No. 21055

1 AST
EDITION

PRICE TWO ('F;.{"rs.

§ WHY BUY A PERSIAN RUG WHEN THE ROOF IS LEAKING?
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Today's Weather—Falr and Cool.
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Sun Rises Tomorrow, §:35; Sets, 5:32.

Eleeu 1f1cat10n is the sort of Persmn rug that has no guarantee behmd 1t It Would Cosf $70O 000 at first and later
on the Peddler would be back insisting that further payments had to be made. It is thesort of Persian rug that Wlll
be in shreds and tatters before many years, and the city will be asking the rag man to take it away. ‘éeret, with-
out a word of guarantee the Peddler is asklng that every home in London be mort fjiged for the sum of $280-to buy
this shoddy luxury, even though the house itself is in need ot Storm Sewere, Good ;%“ ds, Sehoels, Breakvuuu_‘, et(., etc.

RATEPAYERS

SOME VALID REASONS WHY
TAXPAYERS SHOULD DEFEAT

—

DASTARDLY ATTEMPT TO
BESMIRCH ALD. RICHTER

ELECTRIFICATION BYLAW

The city must
n

‘ace large expenditures at once for
absolutely necessary }

such as storm sewers, a
breakwater, roads, etc. These will almost ex-
haust its borrowing powers. Already, before these ex-
penditures have been voted, the tax rate has reached .Ihe
highest point in the city’s history. At the present time
municipal loans are a drug on the market. In these
cireumstances an unnecessary addition of $700,000 to the
city’s debt will cripple the municipality for years to
come,

yurposes,
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ssary. All the benefits promised
obtained without the expendi-
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facilities, would vastly e uﬁ of

differ so widely in important particu-
on guesswork.

The “experts”
lars that their *'ﬂguuu must rest largely
The estimates of fixed charges and operating expenses
made by Messr\ Eastman and Warfield sre shown to
be greater than the estimate of revenue made by \I}'.
Marshall, the only engineer familiar with the road. Ne
case for electrification can be built upon their reports.

The experts assume that lhe Michigan Central will
pay for running rights over an electrified road, or allow
its freight and passenger business to be handled by the
city. Chairman Ledyard, of the M. C. R. board of direc-
tors, says the company will do neither.

The Grand Trunk’s announcement that it will with-
draw all its business from an electrified road is another
factor which discredits the estimate of earnings made
by the experts.

Last year Mr i,’n:v;-k, now lhe (}n‘ f promoter of the
scheme, publicly asserted that electrification might not
be advisable because shippers might prefer to patronize
steam roads, even if the city operated its own line to the
lakeside.

Another champion of electrification today, the
mayor, also declared last year that the idea was im-
practicable, and urged the lease of the line to a steam
railroad.
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S, ,\w}; as the least pro-
fitable kind of 1

» L. and P. S. R. is on the up grade from the lake
to London. A line of this kind is peculiarly ill adapted
to electric motive power if it ig to carry heavy freight.

An electrified road would not be able to borrow
freight cars to handle the traffic estimated by the ex-
perts, because it would have no cars to lend in return.

The refusal of the M. C. R, to run over the line
would be a deadly blow at the wholesale and jobbing
interests of the city unless the company secured running
rights over the projected Grand Trunk line to Port Bur-
well. In the latter event the city would, of course, lose
the M. C. R. rental.

The city of St. Thomas would benefit at London’s
expense without a cent of outlay or responsibility. If
the scheme realized all that is claimed for it, St. Thomas
would profit to a greater degree than London. for geogra-
phical reasons. The steam roads would also concentrate
their interests in St. Thomas in preference to this city.

| SR S

The passenger egcursion business would be limited
{0 three months in dfe yvear, while there would be little
or no freight traffic‘petween the closing and the open-
ing of navigution, -
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Duluth-Owned Boat Broke in Two After Being Run on Beact
Crew All Saved—Heavy Damage Reported |
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[Special to The Advertiser.]
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ADA.\; BECK,

“Anothe, issue was that of the
electrification of the London gznd
Port Stanley. Here were more dif-
ficulties for the aldermen. He re-

minded them that he was not
speaking for or against the propo-
sition. If they operate the rail-
road, and thereby kept down
freight charges, they might yet
have the fact to face that the
shippers would continue to patron.
ize the steam railroads, although
their freight rates were being
kept down by the Port Stanley
Raiiway.

“‘It has been said that the elec-
trification of the London and Port
Stanley Railway would afford us a
big customer for power,’ said Mr.
Beck, ‘but | have always taken this
position, that if we must create
consumers for oupy power, then it
were better that we do not use the
power at all.’”

—From Free Press report of Adam

Beck's speech made at informal d&in-
ner, tendered city council at the Lon-

don Hospital for the Insane a year
ago.

C. M. R. GRAHAM

“The mayor then explained that
the spendin of between $500,000
and 00,000 on the electrification
of the road was, in his opinion, too
big a proposition to handle on ac-
count of action taken by all large
corporations in fighting municipal
ownership.

“If we go ahead and electrify the
road,” he said. “there will be 3
concerted stand taken by all the
trunk lines to boycott our line.
The Lake Erie Coal Company does
not want to dicker with the city
for carrying freight now, as was at
first intimated to me, and in that
move | can see that those corpor-
ations are already fighting us. If
we can make a good arrangement
with any of the trunk lines to take
this line, and give us a differential
freight or lake rate, with a cheap
fare into London from zll points
between here and Port Stanley, |
think it would be 3 good proposi.
tion.”

—From report of Mayor
and Por

Stanley board, appearing
London

ree Press of Sept. 6, 1912.
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which developed over the
Southern States during Sunday has moved
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Lawrence Valley where
it i8 now centred 28 a severe storm.
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DRAWS SMASHING REPLY
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the M. C. R. would use the line, and that the Grand
| continue to give the city its business. No business
| this scheme in view of the developments.

“T bave confidence that the quiet, thinking ratepayers
| defeat this scheme anc able the city to dispose of the running
rights to all railways with enormous advantage to the city.”
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Raiepayers of London!
Give the Ring fis Answer

The city council of 1912 deliberately tried to kill your right
to decide the expenditures you shall make.
i The mayor and his following attempted to give
electrification to everyone.

In that event,
who does not care

a vote on

vour
;}'1"'

would have been
ich your taxes are.

Then this bylaw should not be passed unless it has a two-
thirds majority. But legislation was secured so that a bare ma-
jority will carry it, no matter how many ratepayers vote. Every
other railway expenditure would have to have a twg-thi
majority.

There has been trickery from the start.
tricksters to mortgage your home?

Will you vote $700,000 for Chorley

vote
m

killed by some man
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