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No need now to
waste time soaking your
feet so often.

risk of paring,

Blue-jay plasters have ended millions of
corns. This very night thousands of people
will say. goodbye to painful corns forever.
Touchy corns are needless, even foolish.

Blue-jay brings instant relief. And in 48
hours the average cornis gone. Only a few
stubborn ones require a second or third

treatment.

A Blue-jay plaster, with its healing waz, is
applied in a jiffy. No soreness, no inconve-
nience. The pain is not temporarily cased, as
with paring. There is no danger, as with

harsh liquids.

Decide to join the happy crowd tonight which
has won freedom the Bluc-jay way.

lll BAUER & BLACK I
i Limited i

Makers ofSurgical
Dressings, etc.
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‘he High Cost
of Living.

4th Interim Report

of the Commission.

St. John's,
July 10th, 1917.

His Excellency

Sir W. E. Davidson, K.C.M.G.,

Governor of Newfoundland.

Sir,—The: undersigned; - the. com-
missioners appointed to investigate
the high cost of living, begg to pre-
sent- herewith their fourth interim re-
port, which deals with pork, salt, beef,
tea, sugar and molasses.

PORK AND SALT BEEF.

With reference to these commodi-
ties, we find that the average annuul
r nork (including heads and
hocks) .during the past five years, has
been 33,694 barrels, and of salt beef,
in the same period, 29,851 barrels, or
a total importation of the two com-
modities of 63,545 barrels.

In considering the import for the
fiscal year just closed, we find that
these averages have been greatly ex-
ceeded, and we estimate that not less
than 40,000 barrels of pork, and 38,000
barrels qf beef, have been imported
during the year ended on June 30th.
This will represent an increase of
about 1,000 barrels of pork, and 6,000
barrels of beef, over the imports of
these articles during 1915-16, which
were themselves the highest ever

‘made. The increase for the present

year is gratifying in view of the

\known scarcity of foodstuffs in Am-

erica and Canada, and the dealers in
these articles are entitled to credit
for having imported on so large a
scale, though possilify some might be
disposed to ascribe their readiness in
some instances to import on so large
a scale the past few months, to the
possibilities of large profits which ex-
isted during this period, as will be
seen by some figures which we sub-
mit below.

We find that the freight rate on
these commodities by the Red Cross
Line from Halifax has increased from
40 cents a barrel in June 1914 to-$1.85
a  barrel at present, or, roundly, 4%
times, while from New York the ad-
vance has been from 45 cents to $2.25,
or five times as much. Similarly, the
rate from North Sydney to St. John’s
has increased from 35 cents per bar-

rel to $1.75 a barrel, or five times the

amount.

- From the evidence before us it ap-
pears that there are various grades
or qualities of these foodstuffs, the

selling prices of which ran from fam-
ily beef at $21.80 in June 1915, to ribs
at $32.90 at the same date, while the
corresponding figures in May last
were $29.50 and $44.50. A standard
quality of pork, known as “ham butt,”
sold, on the average, at $27.00 last
iJuI_\'. and in May.past at $43.00. Some
of the principal dealers in pork and
beef act entirely as agents for the
packers, and do not carry any large
stocks themselves. Hence the profits,
whatever they may be, that accrue
i from the sales made by them to trad-
{ers within the Colony go chiefly into
the pockets of the latter, and we be-
lieve we are justified in asserting
that the profits on the total import of
pork and beef during the last twelve

TEA.

Tea has shown a substantial in-
crease in price since the war began,
a condition partly due to the diffi-
culties of obtaining it from . Eastern
Countries. The total average * tm-
port for the past five years has been

1,234,459 1bs., and the average cost
of the total imports for 1915-16 (1,-

this farticle, which fn: some in-
ances has reached six ‘cents, which
while . the retailers profit would
run from seven to fifteen cents, and
may be averaged at ten cents,

There is difficulty in dealing with
the numerous grades of tea in the
market, but we find that the invoice
cost of all the tea imported in 1914-
15 was 201% cents a pound; that im-
ported in 1915-16 was 24% cents a
pound; and that imported in 1916-17
would average about thirty cents a
pound. To .this must be added the
duty of 5% cents per pound, apart

P%{t the _profit made«by the importer

by the consumers represents a profit
to the dealers of about thirty-three

per cent.
SUGAR.

With regard to sugar, the situation
is that the market has fluctuated
greatly in recent months; and where-
as the tendency has been for an in-
crease in price, there is now a down-
ward inclination. The average an-
nual import of sugar the past five
years has been 10,095,839 1bs., and
the importations are mainly handled
by a small number of dealers in St.
John’s. These have not, however,
from the evidence before us, unduly
exercised the monopoly which: they
possess, a fact doubtless due in part
to sugar being.a commodity easily ob-
tainable in cities like New York, Bos-

{ ton and Halifax, so that its import
~can be very readily effected from

these places; and also because sugar
is used as a “bait’™ by grocers to in-
duce customers to purchase other
commodities and-its price is therefore
cut very fine. X

MOLASSES.

The total import of molasses for
the past five years has averaged 1,-
)22,2562 gallons annually, or allowing
80 gallons to the puneheon, about 12,-
500 puncheons. Most of this is brought
here by our fish carrying vessels on
their way back, after landing their
cargoes in Brazil. Virtually all the
shippers of fish in St. John’s import
molasses to a greater or less extent
and use it, primarily, for the require-
ments of their own trade, and, in the
next place, for sale to other dealers.
The evidence before us indicates that,
whereas the import of molasses is
mainly carried on during the spring
and early summer, and the prices of it
are therefore weail known and ought te
be constant for the rest of the year,
they were artificially advanced to-
wards the end of 1916, when the rates
in markets abroad seemed to justify
such a step. It is claimed that pres-
ent prices are due to the fact that the
imports are likely to be small, and
that freight rates, too, are calculated
to stiffen the figures. We find, how-
cver, that the import of molasses thus
far this year has not been short, be-
cause the figurcs of imports are as
follows:—

January 1 to June 30, 1916, 602,268
Jahuary 1 to June 30, 1917, 831,818

We find that the present prices of
molasses locally, which is sixty cents
a gallon, does not - ‘yield a greater
prefit than secured at this period last
year; but at the same time, we think
this profit would be further reduced
by vigorous competition and yet afford
a legitimate return to those engaged in
its sale. ;

The considerations applying to all

months would average between $3 and
$4 per barrel, against a profit of]
about one dollar under ordinary eon-l
ditions. i

We have carefully analyzed the
tmportations of pork and beef for the
first five months of the present year,
and, dealing merely with one stand-
ard grade of pork, namely, “ham butt,”
as representative of all of the differ-
ent qualities of beef and pork import-
ed, we find that from the' first of
January to the middle of May the
price of this grade of pork as import-
ed varied only from about $30 to $32
C.LF. (Cost, Insurance and Freight),
to which must be added $1.65 duty,
and an allowance for wharfage, catt-
age, etc., for which we make the lib-
eral allowance of 35 cents, or two dol-
lars altogether. The average selling
price in the market for the same peri-
od rose from about $33 to $43 or $44,
showing that, whereas the cost of the
article only increased $2.00 in about
four months, the price to the consum-
, er advanced about $10.00. We find
no justification for this increase ex-
. cept the plea of dealers that they
| were “following the market,” and we
i are disposed to believe that goodly
| quantities of the products grouped
under the classification “pork and
i beef” were imported in excessive
| quantities during the first half of this
| vear with the hope of realizing such
{ profits, because we find that there are
. now unusual stocks of these commodi-
ties held in St. John’s, and apparent-
{ 1y unsaleable because consumers are

'not disposed to pay the high rates
' charged.

of these classes of foodstuffs, name-
ly pork, salt beef, tea, sugar and mo-
lasses, are virtually identical with
those relating to flour, which formed
the subject of our last report. The
same dealers are, in the main, engaged
in the importation and distribution of
most of these articles and the method
of “following the market” is practised
by them in the same way. The result

'is that under conditidns such as have

applied here since the war began and
especially during the past year, the
opportunities for making large profits
have been utilized very fully and the
public has had tor pay considerably
more for most of these foodstuffs than
might have been necessary if the cut-
ting of prices so prevalent ordinarily
in every trading community, had been
followed to anything like the same
degree in this Colony.

The recommendations in our pre-
vious report, as to a measure of Food
contro!, apply also to the trade in' the
articles herein reviewed.

We have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your Excellency's Most Obedient

Humble Servants,

P. T. McGRATH,

H., W. LeMESSURIER,
C. H. HUTCHINGS,

W. J. ELLIS,

T. A. HALL.

SLIGHT DROP IN FLOUR. — The
wholesale price of flour has dropped
25 cents a barrel during the last few
days.

-464,662-1hs.). was 243 cents, We find:

from which the prices paid for tea ,
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SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS IN
AFRICA,

LONDON, To-day.

Describing operations from July 11
to 15 an official statement from head-
quarters in Bast Africa reports the
‘continued suecess of the encircling
movement southward to Kilwa against
enemy forces established on the line
of Thikale-Utigari.

GERMAN CLAIMS.

BERLIN, To-day.

The Germans in East Galicia have
penetrated the ‘Russian positions
near Zelochoff on a wide front. The
region of the fighting is some 40 miles
northeast of Lemberg. The capture
of French positions on a front of a
kilometre southwest of St. Quentin is
annoynced by the War Office.. Artil-
lery fighting in Flanders continues.
Heavy artillery fighting continues at
the northern end of the Russo-Gali-
cian front near Dvinsk and Smorgon.

HEAVY ROLL FROM RIOTS.

LONDON, To-day.
A Reuter despatch from Petrograd
says the number killed or wounded in
the two days disorder is estimated at
about 500.

ROYAL WEDDING.

LONDON, To-day.

The Marquis of Carisbrooke, who
was Prince Alexander of Battenburg
until King George abolished the Ger-
man titles of the Royal family, was
married in the Chapel of St. James
Palace to-day to Lady Irene Denison,
daughter of the Earl of Londesbor-
ough. The King, Queen and other
members of the Royal family attended
the wedding. The Marquis is the son
of Princess Beatrice.

GOOD AMENDMENT.

OTTAWA, To-day.
The clause in the Military Service
Act for exemption of divinity students
has been cut out on motion of the
Premier.

AMERICANS SHOT,

LONDON, To-day.
(Reuter’s ' Amsterdam correspond-
ent).—According to information avail-
able here, two Americans were shot
recently on a’.charge of having at-
tempted to take the German Emperor’s

* 'ADVANCE IN MESOPOTAMIA,

LONDON, To-day,

An official report relating . to 'the
Mesopotamia campaign shows .a con-
siderable British advance on July 11.
One.of our columns engaged a Turk-
ish force in the direction of Ramadies
on the Euphrates. After a short ac-
tion, in which, considérable. loss. was
ipﬂicted on the Turks, the rurther ad-
vance was broken off by us Qwing' to
the extreme heat. As a result of
these operations we have been able to
advance about 12 miles up the Eu-
phrates in the last 10 days.

200 PM.

THE NEW CHANCELLOR AND OLD
LIES.

COPENHAGEN, Te-Day.

Dr. Michaelis, the new €hancellor,
in his address to the Reichstag yes-
terday declared his adhesion to Ger-
many’s submarine campaign, - assert-
ing it to be a lawful measure justi-
flably adopted and adapted for the
shortening of the war. Dr. Michaelis
opened his speech with a hearty trib-
ute to the retiring Imperial Chancel-
lor, whose work, he said, history
would appreciate. The Chancellor
declared that the war was forced upon
an unwilling Germany by Russian
mobilization and that the submarine
war was also forced upon Germany
by Great Britain’s illegal blockade of
starvation warfare.

YERMAN CASUALTIES.

LONDON, To-day.

The German casualties reported in
the German official lists during:June,
but not as having occurred in‘‘June,
are given out by the war office here as
follows: Killed or died of wounds,
28,819; died of sickness, 3,215; prison-
ers and missing, - 38,606; wounded,
95,906. The totals on German official
lists sin¢e the war began are as fol-
lows: Killed or died of wounds, 1,-
034,800; died of sickness, 72960; pris-
oners and missing, 591,966; wounded,
2,825,581. The Naval and Colonial
ecasualties are not included.

SAY ATTACK WAS IN DUTCH WA-
TERS.

THE HAGUE, To-day.
An official announcement issued by
the Naval department says the Brit-
ish attack on German cruisers on Ju-
ly 16, occurred within Dutch terri-
torial waters.

ONLY ONE HOLIDAY.

LONDON, To-day.
In view of the National necessity
of maintaining the present output of
coal, the Derbyshire Mines Associa-
tion has recommended its 50,000 mem-
bers to take but one day’s holiday as
usual.

THE FRENCH SUCCESS.

LONDON, To-day.

The correspondent of Reuter’s at
French Headquarters sends the first
description of the French success of
July 17. Between Hill 304 and Ava-
court Wood on the right bank of the
Meuse, he says, it was a brilliant ex-
ample of a perfectly staged: Infantry
operation in which every possibility
was provided for, and its success was

= | due not only to meticulous prepara-
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tion, but to exact khowledge of 'the
positions and value of every piece  in
enemy’s game. The French objective
was the recovery of a flat-topped sad-
dle between Hill 203 and the heights
of Avocourt Wood, which was captur-
ed by the Germans on 28th June.

A Capital Idea.

“FAGS” FOR OUR SOLDIERS.

We understand that a
movement is on foot to
have a football match
played by those who have
been out of the game for
several years, for the purpose of pro-
curing funds to buy cigarettes for our
soldiers in the trenches. The match
will be East End versus West and the
teams will comprise such veterans as
Jim Vinnicombe, Billy Stranger, Stan
Rodger, Charlie Crowdy, Billy Hig-
gins, Plus Parsons, Neddy Brophy,
Darby Hiscock, Charlie Hunt and

: | Councillor Nix. The project is well in

hand and the match will take place the
next general holiday in all probability.

«| An effort is also being made, we learn,

to have a cricket match played the
same day between “has beens.” The
movement is meeting with heartiest
approval, as the object is one that
commends itself to the whole country.
We all know how our ‘our boys’ in the
trenches appreciate the smokes. They
are fighting for us and the least we
might do is to show a little bit of
practical appreciation.

TRAIN MOVEMENTS.—Yesterday's
outgoing express left Bishop’s Falls
at 9.20 a.m. to-day. The incoming ex-

press left Port aux Basques at 8.10
a.m. to-day.
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In recipes for cakes,

flour foods calling for
the use of eggs,—fewer
eggs may be used with
excellent results and
often left out altogether
by using a small addi-
tional quantity of
Royal Baking Powder,
about a* teaspoon, in
place of each egg
omitted.

You must use Royal

Made in Canada

Royal Baking Powder

muffinsand other baked

Baking Powder to obtain the best resuits.

Booklet of recipes which economize in eggs and other

expensive ingredients maeiled free. Address Royal

Baking Powder Co., 6 St. Lawrence Boulevard, Montreal,
S

Royal Baking Powder

Made from Cream of Tartar, derived from Grapes,
adds none but healthful qualities to the food.

Absolutely Pure

The fo]loWing tested
recipe is a practical
example:

EGGLESS MUFFINS
2 cups‘flour A
4 teaspoons Roy'nl Baking Powder
2 tablespoons sugar
1 teaspoon-salt
1 cup milk
2 tablespoons shortening

DIRECTIONS—Mix and sift dry
ingredients, add milk and melted
shortening, and beat until smooth,
Bake in greased muffins tins in
hot oven 20 to 25 minutes.

The old method called
for 2 eggs

No Alum

=

At the House.

Prohibition Act Amended — Board of

Control Over Liquor Dispensary.

“If every doctor was conscientious
and respectable, this amendment
would not be here to-day,” said Pre-
mier Morris, when the Prohibition
Bill was being discussed at the House
of Assembly yesterday afternoon.

The Attorney General, Dr. Lloyd,
gave notice that he would introduce
a Bill relating to the creation of a
Department of Militia.

The Premier gave notice to intro-
duce Bills extending the life of Par-
liament till 1918 and the control of
trading on necessaries of life.

The Order Paper was then taken
up and an Act to incorporate the
Salvation Army was read a third
time and sent to the Legislative Coun-
cil for concurrence.

The House went into Committee
dealing with amendments made by
the Upper House to the Bill respect-
ing Wills and Estates of members of
the Nfld. Regiment and Royal Naval
Reserve. Hon. Mr. Coakery question-
ed the including of the Forestry Bat-
talion and the right of the Upper
House members, who were not the
representatives of the people, to sug-
gest the expenditures of any monies
from the Public Treasury. The Pre-
mier then gave an explanation, which
was to the effect that the Act in its
original form covered all branches of
our forces and that the proposed
amendments were only meant to show
the rights of all soldiers and sailors
who were in the service of King and
Country; he also wished it to be un-
derstood that the 'l"pper House had
no authority to make legislation in-
volving an expenditure from the pub- |
lic funds of the Colony.

The House next discussed in Com-
mittee a further amendment to the
Prohibition Act. The Premier stated
that since the House last considered
amendments relating to the prohibi-
tion, sale and manufacture of intoxi-
cating liquors, justifiable " objections
had been made from a certain section
of the community over the dispensing
of liquor, and recommendations had
been made by the Government, limit-
ing the amount of liquor to be given
to any one person and asking to have
the law carried out strictly. Refer-
ring to the powers given to the medi-
cal men and chemists the Premier in-
timated that a few doctors had not
been acting as conscientiously and
respectably as they might, hence the
reason for this measure. The new
amendment provides for a Board of

P TR T A 8 T T L
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Control, consisting of three persons,

to be appointed by the Governor in
Council to scrutinize the work of the
Department of the Liquor Controller.

This provision, it was stated, was on-:

ly meant for those who were working

overtime to evade and were not de-|

sirous of keeping within the law. The
amendment passed the Committee
stage.

The Municipal Bill with amend-
ments also went through Committee,
One of the amendments is that where
the rent of a house is under $100 and
the tenant thinks he has been taxed
excessively, he shall haye the right to
appeal to a magistrate.

Other items of business were de-
ferred and after the Premier gave no-

‘| tice to suspend the rules of the House

an adjournment was taken until this
afternoon. The House will sit also
to-morrow (Saturday) afternoon to
expedite the despatch of business.

C. L. B. to Hold Camp.

On Wednesday of next week the C.
L. B. will go into camp at Topsail on
their usual summer outing. It is ex-
pected that Bell Island and Heart’s
Content Companies will also be pres-
ent. A number of returned soldiers
and volunteers now in training, form-
er members of the C. L. B.,, will go
along with the lads. It is expected
that upwards of three hundred per-
sons will participate in the 'outing.

The pioneer squad will leave on
Tuesday evening to put everything in
readiness for the main body, which
will march out the following day.

Football, baseball, swimming races
and other sports will be held. The
Brigade will break camp on August
3rd. On the following Sunday, August
5th, the Battalion will hold a Church
parade, attending service at St. Thom-
as’s Church.
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