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The perfect flour is the
one that combines the
good qualities of Ontario
and Western wheat.

This is exactly what
“Beaver’’ Flour does.

It is a blend of best
Ontario fall wheat with
a little Western wheat
to add strength.
‘“‘Beaver” Flour is
equally good for Bread
and Pastry—it has the
real home made flavor
that western flours
lack. Ask your grocer.
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THE T. H. TAYLOR CO., LIMITED, - -
R G. ASH & CO, St. John’s, Sole Agent:}in
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The Snake

Scotched.

—AND—

Justice Done.

CHAPTER XVIII.
{Continued )

“A noble sentiment,” bhe said. 1!

have no more to say to you. Now, sir.
for the few words I shall condescen’
to address to you.”

Ralph drew his eyes slowly from

the face of the wo 1an he loved, and !
fixed them on the ezrl’s, and the two !

men regarded each other as duellists
look into each other’s faces when the
sword play begins; then the earl’s
eves grew contemplative and his
frown deepened.

“There must be something in you
out of the common to have won this
lady’s heart,” he said; “and 1 will try
and forget that you are my servant

and appeal to you—yes! appeal to vou |
Pr

if we were for one moment on equal

terms. At any rate, I will speak as

man to man.”

Ralph flushed and waited. The earl
was silent while one could count
twenty, then he said slowly, calnly:

“My niece scorns the consequences
of this rash act. But you? T take it
that you—love her.” It was a hard
word to utter and it fell with a metal-
lic ring from his bloodless lips. “Have

you, too, considered what this infatu- |

ation of hers will cost her—not you,
but her!
finished. Can you.
bear to see her degraded l'rom‘ the po-

Oh, Le silent, until 1 have
who—love lher.

sition in which she was born; can

vou accept the sacrifice she is prepar- :

ed to make? Are you prepared to

take advantage of her—weakness for |

vou? Think! The sacrifice will not
be momentary, temporary; it will en-
dure for all her life; until the hour of
her death she will be a mark for the
scorn of the world, will be pointed at
as the woman who married her uncle's
servant, Can you realize what that
means? I think not; but probably you
can form some idea, however slight. It
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'r-ulrmr gone from- his face, his eyes

is bad enough when a man makes an
unequal marriage and chains himself
to an inferior; but for the woman whe
does so!” He shrugged his shoulders
and smiled with a scornful pity.
Ralph stood érect, every vestige of

! fixed on the earl’s, and unconscious ol
{ Veronice's., which were upturned f«
#him as it she were tryving to read his
thoughts. to learn the effect of the
eal.
“If the man be rich it is bad enougl
but you are poor—you con
!do;mn her to poverty—can you endur:
{to see her pine and fade under th
“lé'.'t;hl ordeal which poverty ordain:
.cr every woman; to see her, perhaps
t wanting for food?—oh. it i8 possible
i believe me—" }
‘My lord!”™ broke from Veronica’s
lips: bui Ralph did not speak.
' You condemn her to a life of mis
‘ ery—"
“No, no!"” breathed Veronica, but he
disregarded the faint cry.
“Poverty meéans misery for such as
she is; she has tasted ease, luxury
‘;uhniration. the admiration of hel
| own class. As the yvears—months—
! pass, do you think you will not realise
2ll that this madness has cost her—
above your class

|
i
| Wait!  You are

Ralph Farringdon, an exceptional
+ specimen; but think of the others in
 vour class. the men—and the women
| —with whom you will compel her tc
. associaté!  She is proud—her pride is

j only sleeping under the narcotic of

! her—love for you; it will wake —oh.

very soon, believe me!—and you will

‘ghall be né promise, no e 11 re- |

lei,ae you!” ;

She clug to his aria with both of het
hands and looked up at him fxedly,
ali. her soul in ber gaze,

“¥ou—you surrender me!” she said.
"ﬁen—then you do not love me!”
The earl had Jeant forward on his |
stick, watching the scene intently. fol-
lowing each phase of their emotion
with the cold scrutiny of an analyst
watching the process of some intricate
experiment.

“Veronica!” he said. almost re-
proachfully. “Conie. come! Be fair!
Don’t drive him too hard.”

S8he did not move her eyes from
Ralph’s face; ignored the earl com-
pletely.

“Answer me'” she said in a quiver-
ing voice.

“It is because I love you!" respond-
ed Ralph.

The earl rose and touched Veron-
ica’s arm.

“Go up to the house, Veronica,” he
said, quietly.

She still clung to him.

“1 will go—if vou tell me.” she said
n a strange still voice.

Ralph’'s face worked, and the powel
f speech seemed to fail him; then he
osenedd her hands of their clasp, and
said. hoarsely:

“Yes—go!"”

She looked up at him for the space
f a moment, then turned slowly and
xent towards the entrance. Thert
she stopped and looked over he:
shoulder at him, a look which racke
his heart and almost broke him down
but he loved her. loved her, and ther:
was no response to that, her last ap
peal.

With a deep sigh, her hand went n
o her throat as if she were choking
Ralph took

move(

hen she passed out.
step after her; but the earl
slightly; and, as if the movement hacd
recalled Ralph to his sense of duty, he
stopped and, sinking on to the seat
*evered his face with his hands.

The earl stood and regard him, look
ing down at him with a strange re-
gard. At last he said. very gravely:

“You have behaved very well—like
a man, and an honest one. The ordea
has been a trying one: 1 will see tha:
vou are spared a repition. Of cours«
you will leave the place at once. |
think your decision to go back to Aus-
tralia a very good and sensible one
Need T say that I will make it eas)
for you to do so? In fact, it will af-
ford me much pleasure to assist you
to a future. My steward shall have
instructions to forward you the sum
of—let us say, two hundred pounds :
year while you remain out of Eng-
land—"

Ralph rose, his face haggard, his
lips tightly drawn. but they opened
with a bitter laugh.

“It is the only mistake vou have

| have to‘sumd by and share the burd-
| en of her regret, of her shame! Come
| man! If there is a spark of the no-
| bility in you with which she credits
| vou. you will not let her sacrifice. de-
grade, herself—"

Veronica uttered a cry, but Ralph's
. hand grasped hers and forced, com-
manded her to silence. His face was
white, his lips were set tightly. Fo
a moment it seemed as if he were in-
capable of speech, but he held up his
hand and said hoarsely:

“No, more! | cannot bear— You
have said enough, my lord. As man
to man you have spoken to me, as man
to man I will answer you. You have
' torn the veil from my eyes—it is true,
Sacrifice —

such a sacrifice, for me! No, no!

true, every word of it!

- | You are right: T cannot do it!”

‘ Veronica rose, her eyes fixed on his
| “Ralph!" she breathed, imploringly
| He took ber hand and looked at hei
iwith all his anguish in his eyes.

“He is right!” he said, hoarsely.
cannot do it.”

“You—you give me up!”

Her voice was scarcely audible,a_bu\
it went through his heart,

“Yes—no, no!” he said, brokenly. ]
cannot! It is to much to ask! As
long as I live 1 must love you: you
know it! But I will not drag you
down, I will not—degrade you! I will
go. 1 will try to make my way, to be
less unworthy of you—"

His voice broke and failed him for
2 moment, then, crushing down his
emotion, he said, as a man , gpeaks
when he is setting ‘out on a forlorn
bope.- : -

. “But you must vrematn free, There

made, my lord,” he said, quietly. “h
| one breath you tell me I have behaved
| as a man, an honest man: in the next
Where

I go is no business of yours. I refuse

you ask me to act as—a cur!

vour bribe—"

The earl’s face darkened.

“l see! You will hang about the
place—"

Ralph's face turned from white to
red; then white again.

“Not for a day, an hour!” he broke
in, passionately. “Your lordship need
have no fear of me. I have given my
word and—I will keep it!”

The earl looked at him steadily.

“l believe you,” he said.
ed. “I was wrong in offering you
money, and I ask your pardon!”

He paus-
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sider the condition of his mervous
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ueéss man or woman whose nervoas
system has failed to stand tle strain.
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stions and the wide world over—
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give the necessary relief quickly,
safely, gently, naturally. This
barmless family remedy is justly
famous for its power to put the
bowels, liver, kidneys and stomach
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find yourself altogether better after
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For
Quick Relief
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with every box.
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He raised his hat a§ he spoke, then
slowly left the arbour.

——— e —
CHAPTER XVIII.

Ralph remained for some minutes
after the earl had gune, his face bur-
ied in his hands. Then he got up and
looked round him vaguely, as a man

locks who is realizing that everything

WHITE BLOUSES.

ﬁ:Tlle?‘se LA\\I\' and M.l ale | MANUFACTURERS’
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Corsets, White & Drab.
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70c. each. 70c. pair.

367 and 148 Duckworth Street, St. John’s.

G. T. HUDSON,

he holds dear in life has bheen torn

from him.

with its brightness: the word “degrad-
ation” rang in his ears. Yes: the
ear] had spoken the truth. He would
have degraded her, dragged her down
to his own level. And there was no
hope: in that thought lay his greatest
misery.

He had spoken of “making his way
“winning a fortune:”
they were futile. Do what he would
would still be Ralph Farringdon. the
cow-boy. the digger, the gamekeeper.
Even if he succeeded in gaining a for-
tune—and fortunes are mot easily
gained nowadays—he would never he
her equal in position. He had lost her
for ever, but the madness of his love
would remain while life lasted

He went out of the arbour. putting
up his hand to ward off the sunlight
as if it blinded him, and aimlessly

wandered through the woods he had

she had passed through them.
It was nightfall when he reached

up a small bundle from his box. While
he was doing so Burchett came in.
Ralph looked round at him, and Bur-
chett saw the pale and haggard face

“What is the matter?” he asked
curtly.

“l am going.” said Ralph.

“Going? Why?" demanded Bur-
chett.

Ralph shook his head.

“Don't ask me: I can't tell you.”

“Something has happened?”

“Yes: something has happened,” as-
sented Ralph, with a Ditter smile.
“Something that renders it impossible

for me to remain at Lynne (ourt any

without a word. I'm sorry; but—hnt
there i8 no help for it. It's not sale
for me to stay longer."”

(To be continued.)
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