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HUCH PEAY

Honore J. Jaxon at
Farmers’ Convention

Veteran of the Reform Movement
Under Two flags Makes Powerfu!
Appeal for the Protection of the
laterests of the Real Producers of
Wealth-Advocates United Action
by Farmers and City Workers

When Honore Joseph Jaxon made
his re-appearance in the north west,
oatter-twenty-two “yeuars" absénce in
the social uplift movement of the
United States, he perhaps had litile
.~ iMdea that his first work as conveyor

of fraternal greetings {rom the West-
" ern: Federation of Miners to the 23rd
annual convention of the Canadian

Trades and Labor Congress would be
quickly followed by his getting azai.
into the harness on his native heath.
Yet on revisiting the scenes of his
early adventures around the pow de-
Tanct Fort Carlton it would appear
that he has again become interested
@8 a settler; and the fact that the
Carlton district farmers elected Mr.
Jaxon as their delegate to the con-
vention of agricultural society repres-
entatives, summoned by the provia-
cial government to meet at Regina
during the past month, has led to
some interesting exhibitions of the
old war horses’ understanding o in-
dustrial conditions in the Northwest.

- One of the interesting episodes of
the convertion was the introduction
of a striking resolution in regard to
the Hudson's Bay route—as a safe-
guard for the farming interests of

the province—by delegate Homore J.
Jaxon of the Carlton Agricultural
Society. In view of the fact that

Mr, Jaxon's last sojourn in Regina,
some twenty-two years ago, consist-
ed in his be ng tried ‘or treason on
the charge of_his having signed, as
secretary of the Metis council during
the Louis Riel war of 1885, the sum-
mons of the Metis to Fort Cariton tq
surrender, it is a curious instance of
the whirligig of fate that on the pre-
sent occasion he came to the conven-
tion as the representative elected by

if

dent Robert Sinton, of the Saskat-
chewan Stock Breeders’ association—
had been one of the souicgs,hho: a
little later on in the:Riel campaign,
had marched out of Fort Carlton just
before Mr. Jaxon and the Metis force
marched in. - It was “very evident
from the present cordiality between
the two gentlemen -that any hostitity
which might have existed on the for-
mer occasion had noWw becomé meta-
morphosed ‘into ‘a very pleasant mu-
tual interest such as might prove a
very edifving exhibit for the Hague
peace conference; but that Mr. Jax-
on's devotion to the “*North-West
- idea” had not become weakened by
the lapse of vears was satisfactorily
established by the wording of his re-
solution, which ran as follows :

it.

" scientific marketing of products it

tion free from control by alien in-
terests ; and :

“WHEREAS it is a ;&:tt;r of
commeon report - that in “ana-
dian parliament there will pre-
sently be  introduced legislation
whereby the boundaries of Manitoba
will he so  extended as to invest 1
that .province with a monopoly |i

at large.”
Carlton district Agricultural Society.

district Agricultural
The introducing
had the effect of bringing out from
one of the officers of the provincial
agricultural department the protest
that the sub'ect matter of the mo-
tion was outside the
cultural society
sion therelore turned to argument up-
on the question of order rather than
upon
Sydde résotation itscit, SOl Uy @ ma-
jofity of two the motion was placed
upon the list of subjects laid over for
consideration by the grain growers
and similar organisations. Mr.
on, however, ex
vate
ing attained his real object in having
brought the matter to public atten-
tion in such 5 way
thoughts of
provinces to a sinist

would inevitably throw the country
between the Great
Rockies into a ferment o discord and
internal dissenfion which would de-
fer for a long period the attainment

lic. attention has been directed to an
issue which by many would appear to
have heen st
fact, namely,
Hudson’s Bay rai‘way
less important than the build

too often to real
Vividness
hauls his products to
consumer jis in
part of his farm machinery: that his
product is really not complete until
the ‘work of transporting it to the
consumar has
that whexever this '
link in the work of food production
is allowed by the food producers to
fa!l under controj
instead of

pend their brain power in producing
~_____The Resolution ’ 1o get  title to weaith, it
©. “WHEREAS, for the proper and inevitably follows

dicers, or the farmer’s boasted riaim

u»mqthttuptodmkmi. becomes a mere self
able to consign his products to delusion. It is an iron law of econo-
. market.along lines of transporta- |mics that il at any point in a chain

of production an exploiting class is

allowed by direct or indirect methods
to exercise that practicaily
listic control which
the erecting of a
speak, over the

forced to

of the shore and seaports of fhe
W‘c&yuﬁd&ruﬁad'

_producers residing.

in Manitohe's
ister provinces of Alberta, Saskat-
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out from exercising their right ul

share of influence and contre
what has

the most direet and ~ecopomica

channel of commukication and tran- | his time to the small contrastor or
Sport between these provinces and | other middiemen who had risen to the

the outside world :
“BE IT THEREFORE RESOLV
ED that in

Mair play and even

M over {with the consumer
‘ong been conceded to be and this possibly always ensured him

the interests of that !POr saving machinery the
handed jus!ice:i"g of the fruits
which alone can furnish a sure foun- tahllodax of Ghe
dation for harmony and concord be- | 12blishing '
- tWeen the peoples of these four sis-

independence or Monopoly

Take, for example, *he c.se 5f the
In ihe « 11 davs of
ihand labor with simple too's such as
{he was able to own himself, the ne-
{chanic was enabled by the possession
{of these tools to mate direct bhargain
‘ of his prodict ;

|

1 | respectiul treatment whenever Le .e,ul.l‘
i

mechanic whom
tomed to regard
circymstanced because of his not £gen

he has been. accus

in which he lives. Indeed, and as

seif a very shadowy
one, for just as the
does enjoy a title to his own home
is by that very fact tied so much the

jrank of “‘master mechanic.”
. ladyent, however,

Vith the |
of the days of la- |
monopolis- |
of invention by Jf
favored class led inevitdbly 1o the es

large conttacting firm which monopo- |

ter provinces—which in the absence 1765 aM direct contract with the (-up,
ol such in\'it.iioue discrimination are SUmer and leaves the mechanic no al- |

naturally united by many be N -of ternative to the selling of his time to
common interest——this convention of | 2" employer.
“representatives from the agricultur-

al sccieties o7 Saskatehewan hereby
places itself on record as being dis-
tinctly ‘opposed to any legislation
which shall shut out the producers
residing in any of the sister pro-
vinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan,
Athabasca and Manitoba from their
equal and nightful share of .control
and influence over the ohief natural
highway of commerce for the pro-
ducts and imports of the Northwest

Introduced by Honore .J. Jaxon,
by G. A. Oles, Redberry
Society.

of the resolution

sphere of agri-
work. The discus-

the merits of the issue raised

Jax-
pressed himself in pri-
as being well satisfied with hav-

as to direct the
all producers in the four.
er measure which

perSisted in by the promoters,

Lakes and the

rangely over-looked; the
that the control of the
is not a whit
ing of
in particular, fails
ise with sufficient
the railroad which
the door of the
reality an essential

1
The farmer

that

living. In other words, the advent of
the railroads as a part of the labor+
Saving machinery o’ the inventive
has reduced the
Position of practical serfdom—the on-

stead of working
mechanic
veigled

works ‘“‘by the piece'—a form of la-
bor which mechanics trade unionism

Being thus left without
fan alternative he  HATUFATIY Tost his
former position of freedom and Le-
[came a mere wage slave, dependegt
tupon the big concern which monopol-
jised his only channel of employment;
jand sinee these big concerus natural-
{ly combine with wach other in the
|mattél of wages offered—just as the |
|railroads have common understand- |
rings in° regard to freight rates and
“r(‘ighl classifications—it has fellowed |
that the only paliatives which the |
mechanic has obtained since the in-
troducing oi labor saving machinery
have been such concessions: os he
might extort by means of “eotlective

|

bor saving machirery by the big con-
CeTh or corporation has deprived the
mechanic af “the independence which
he formerly enjoved through ability
to deal directly with the consumer,
and has therefore forced him down to
the lowest wage scale compatible
with his powers of gollective resist-
ance thronghithe wérfuence of . trade
unions, or with his individual willi
ness to still keep working and liv

ing

product;} and,
since it is the openly hoasted poliey
of railroad owners to charge ‘‘all that
the traffic will bear.” and to extort
“the last possible dollar.” it follows
that -this tendency of modern life to
establish “‘monopoly in the. tools of
production and distribution,” tends

pr

(

age
farmers also to a
of
¥ difference being that the farmer in-
like the average
“by the hour" has been in-

into a position where he tuy

been periormed; and

most necessary

of the fellows, who
producing real wealth ex-

that the food pro-

i equivudeat to
toll zate, <o to
industries iy

accept - for- his labor the

has repudiated as a form of serfdom

the workers to the point. of physical

the wives and children of the workers
into the tmdmill also.

hild labor is exactly the condition to

ot po- fious; since from his na
or bhook-keepin
n the money val

ven more undesirab'e than hour la-

r, since it tends not only to drive o

ing

xhaustion to make up for the con- ..

tant reduction of price per piece, but
Iso and for the same reason,to drag

™ '“ é’ Positi
This last condition of wife and

hich many farmers have “already
reduced by the pressure of mon-
and the uent st le to
D
il with the _farmer ' js more insid-
tural distaste
ing he neglects to count
Ue ol the help which
gets from his own family. Were
to face the facts. courageously,and

ers

farmer owning
truthfully he said that his |
{him—in other

{deed to his farn
Which the -awne
Poly keep him bound. to the task of
filling their freight
duce (made by the
ultimate se
control than has the
shoe factory over the
price of the shoes whi

rect and genuine
railroad which hauls
market is a vit
requisite if the producers of the nor-

Ottaw
of the northwest the
:u‘perations
‘been
ng~|to turning northwest
benefit of Canadian

ov
their advice and

been thus obtained

travagant methods of financiering for
thé buiMing of

has at last become so powerful that
action of some kind cannot much lon-
ger be delayed, the producing classes

instead of
giv
route into the
e of a provinee whose coatrolling
city is not only the main seat of all
the local interests,
the interests of the whole northwest
have been sacrificed,
been a chief beneficiary of the policy

ted by Canada with a primary. view
to the deflecting of north western
commerce by g
through ecastern seaports has had the
incidental efiect of
Winnipeg shal!
of the northwest, 50 long as that un-
just and uncommercial system shall
remain dominant; and while there is
every ground for confidence that the
spirit of fair play possesses

country workers—of Mawnitoba, a con-
fidence strengthened by the fact that
as legitimate producers of real weal-
th they have no interest in obstruet-

gt bonofiaivbinihio o

son that men whose real estate has

been advanced to a fictitious value
' o A

more mercilessly to the chariot wheel
of the neighhoring manufacturing cor-
porations for which he ‘works, so al-
SO under the present system of rail-
road monopoly the farmer's title to

{his farm ties him all the nore secure-
big factory cr the |ly to the service of the owne

rs of the
Instead of the
farm, it may
arm owns
words that the title-
1 is_the neck-yoke by
rs of railroad mono-

railroad monopaoly.
his

cars  with pro-
piece) over whose
lling price he has no more
employvee of a
ultimate selling

ch he has made
‘by “the hour.”’

The Government's Attitude
The upshot of all this is that  a di-
contrel over the

their produce to
al necessity and pre-

as less fortunately

erally possessing a title to. the home
a
matter of fact, this distinction of be-'
ing endowed with a land title is it-
and * deceptive | pénded upon by
mechanic who /

to the east; rather than to the north
west, will be under very strong temp-
~{tation to support that powerful co-
terie of men residing in Winnipeg who
have received even more direct favors
from Ottawa at the expense of the
inorthwest, and can, therefiore, be de-
Ottawa to continue
to up hold, with hoth shrewdness and
‘anaticism, 3 policy, “by which they
have great gain.”’

And that such exerting of combin-
ed influence, by the real estate in-
terests of Winnipeg, and the “‘big
business” men making their headquar-
ters in that city, will be able to S0
controbsthe Manitoba legislature as
to secure the use ‘of that legisfature’s
power against the handling of the
{TTudson’s Bay route in such a man-
NEr as to secure its greates® possible
I benefits for the ‘teal producers of nor-

[ thwestern wealth; s precisely the
reason for the present proposal that

at “this critical time when the build-
ing of a2 Hunson's Bay railway ecan-

not be much longer delaved, the boun-

daries of Manitoba shall be so ex-

tended to give the Manitoba legisla-

ture a dominating control over the

chartering and building and operating

of railroads to Hudson's Bay by any

of Manitoba's sister northwestern

provinces, or by the producing class-

es therein resident. That a few finan-

cial'y powerful men “are able, under

present social conditions, to exert an

influence far out of proportion to

their numerica!l strength is sufficient-

bargaining” through some form of |thwest are '0  receive their full re-
trade union. ward of ‘their toil and their proper
Now just as the monopolising of la- |Share in the gains and honors of ad-

Vancing civilisation: and the applica-
tion of ‘this truth to the question
the “Hudson’s Ba
found simply in t

(1) That from

of the couptry
‘4 primavily - with a w

merchants and |}

so also the monopolising of the rail- manufacturers, and to giving control | bave acquired riches which in some
road~which is part of the labor-sav- |of northwest lands to Canadian ' land | €ases run into the- millions as a Te-
ing machinery brought in by the age |syndicates - | only secondarily for |SU't of their having been granted
of invention—has deprived the farmer |the interests ol the northwest set- | tOWn site favors or tracts o timber
of the independence which he has en- [tlers who have been saddied with a |OT deposits of coal or other valuable
Joved when he was enabled to come |land system astutely calculated to |Matural resources, or the operating of
into direct and personal contact with compel them to repay many times |SOMme public utility—all of which
the consumer of his

er the sums thus ex ’
even against their ,;
iy

vast sums have |

. fa
by ruinously. ex- t

otest ;

(2) That, while

railroads uncommer-

cially directed along “‘pan-handle’’ _Whi('h tends to confirm the ‘‘big bus- z
o ; . - - to reduce the farmer also to the ¢ atural s ; ¢ rail- [ '7€SS”’ men in their strangle hold up-

the Carlton society. Another curious by the northwest of- its rightful in- |°V€T y . routes, the natural and primary rail- . ¥ sy
coincidence consisted in the fact that |fuence in the councils of the Domin- | 'OWest posNble steadard of Tite ctive |0 outlet for northwestern eom- ;:,n-t"";,,h"-d‘“'.'. v andmmmanu-
while Mr. Jaxon, as secretary of the [ion. Said he - p".“;" "?l" his hp"'" of collective | nerce, the route by way of Hudson's m:lk:'; 5 lr:o‘;'r:l!;:g(-(-::au: hrh:t ::{h

: A resistance throu rain growers’ as- |fB.v hao antimae b = - Ky ]
resolutions committee had been asked Control of Railway’ P e oﬂfe ?n !;‘ : et Ba_\', has meantjms hc.m sul?wtujl to very few exceptions there will be s
to the platform to read and explain | | ‘ e r forms &Tine lethargic doses of desultory talt un- /
the lutions to the ponvention, the | ‘AS the matter stands, one end. at |trade unionism, or with his individy- accompanied by positive action ; apd [1OUDthl Ting in  the utterances of
chairman who sat by his side—Presi- |1€ast, has been attained, in that pub- |al willingness to keep on working and ’

3) That now, when the northwest

the northwest are tendered a stone
bread by a proposal to
e the key of the Hudson's Bay
hands & the logisla-

for whose sake

but  has itself

the Ottawa. government in deflect-
north western commerce from its
ural channels.

For the railway system constfuc- th

ed
circwitous route

making sure that iy
be the gateway ecity |,
to

the farm-
town and

and  mechanics—the

of

2 ; : ate for themselves as many roads
‘he labor of his wife and |ing the POORpEty. of Ahir fellow Loy, it ged need for—but is n:-
at even the lowest factory | producers residing in the sister pro- an insu't to the intelligence of any -
ould in most cases hedig vinces of the northwest, .

of ious,
¥ Route” is to be outside of Manitoba we know that in
he undeniable facts, | their struggle
the time when the Producers are too oft
a government first took control , the influences of t
railway building |been made powert
have ©ration of those
'which enable . the few tolevy tribute
trade to “the UPOR the many.

pended without |Should have

beneficiaries of

members o the
class residing in
vinces now
scheme to invest Manitoba with
ereignity over the shore
of the Hudson’s Bay.
€rs of the northwest are.
their right to exercise
the
price of their
unite' in town an
that right themselves. The privileged

classes will npot plead their cause for
them. .

The “UW Increment”

It has been asserted, b
cuse for apathy

the key to the
ducing class in
vinces, that t

tion of the Ik
build, and.

that the rights of 1
producer will he

substitute as this is not only to trail
a red herring
real guesti

western producers

casual study of 1
tives Mﬂyins

Iy notorious, and that they are only
tco willing to use their strength in
the interests of the system which has
made them strong s equally notor-
Even in the western provimces
for - justice the real
en held back by
hese men who have
ul through the op-
special privileges

In nearly all of our

eading towns there are men who

been handled directly for
he benefit of the producing class ra-
her than as a means of enabling pri-
ate individuals to extort exorbit-
nt prices from them. And the fact
hat these men have thus been made
the same blindness

specia’ly privileged
even the sister pro-
threatened  with this
SOV~
and seaports
If the produc-
to conserve
contrel ovVer
conditions which will govern the
prgucts,  they must
country to assert

Y way of ex-
and indifference in
is matier of investing the privileg-
class of Manitoba with control of
prosperity of the pro-
Manitoba's sister pro-
he situation is sufficient -
safeguarded by the reported inten-
minion government to
possibly operate a railroad
Hudson's Bay. To say, however,
he north western
conserved by such a

across the track of the
on—which is the necessity
the door .open for north
to build and oper-

leaving

he methods and mo- ‘
Ottawa enactments
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