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~ company, 40 ; you know we had “an

_not plates enough, so that those

_when the dinner was ended, and the

king, adding, to hiniseli, ““I wish it

_ Niger ; ‘“‘you may go ; thank you for

.exclaimed the king, starting up in a

- ~there | bring an axe, a saw, a cleav-

e —

Nigrina, «'/show. ur - 6 the

accidedt with the erockery, and have

used in the first’ couirse have to be
washed for the third ; I wonder at
you, Niger." . ' " R

This little conversation, carried on
i .a low tone, completely silenced
the king, who, rather ;sha:ned at
the noise he bad mdde,“dnd the con-
fusion he had caused, sat down
again.

The banquet was now continued,
but the king was no longer merry,
but sat with his tail quite stiff and
upright like a squirrel’s, out of
harm's way ; and every one was glad

time for breaking up came, when the
guests all hurried: ome as fast a3

‘room with the first implements théy

they could. «When they were gone
Niger retired to his own room, and
as soon as his tail had been examin-
ed and dressed, he went to bed.

' Next  morhing, on removing the
bandages that enveloped His tail, it
was found that all the hair had come
ofi the nart that was burnt. Dr.
Reynard was sent for at once, who,
quickly arriving, .said that the burn
was of no consequence, he would send
some ointment, and in a month the
tail would be covergd with hair - as
thick as ever. When the doctor had
gone the giieen came in to Jearn what
he had said ought to be done.

“Oh,” said Niger, “‘he will send
some ointment and the hair will be
all right again in a month.”! [

“Yes, dear ; but what color will it
be 7! asked Nigrina. :

«Black, of course,”’ hastily answer-
ed Niger, ‘“‘won’t it g2
-4No, love,” said the queen, mildly,
“f am very much afraid that it will
be white.”’

“White ! roared the king, ‘‘white,
Jike a rascally, sneaking fox's tail!
Pooh ! you are joking—now don’t.’’

“1 very much feat it will,”’ con-
tinued the queen, ‘‘but ask Reynard”
and Reynard was sammnioned immed-
iately.

aftrighted servants rushed - into the

could lay their hands om, "cut‘g{! my
tail altogether, and send for all the
ministers.’’. .

His orders were obeved, the _tail
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his favorite courtiers to be with him
early next morning, when they would
go and fish for  crabs, cautioning
them, at:the same time, to keep the
matter secret, as he wished to sur-

prise the queen by the quantity of

was cut-off, and the ministers were wrabs that in his heart he fully be-

assembled. = When the latter entered
the room the king poinéed to his tail

which had been laid on the table.
“Do you see that 7"’ inguired be. The
ministers looked at the tail, then
looked at the king, then looked at
each other, then looked very serious,
and, finally, very much alarmed, but
they uttered not a word.

His majesty waited for a short
time, then turning to the attendants
around him he said :

“‘No tongues, no tails, take out
these ministers .%nd_ take off their
tails, and bring them back again.”’

His orders were at- once obeyed,
and before long the black bear king-
dom could boast of a tailless minis-
try, to whom, on their return, Niger
in a ‘stern voice issued his commands
to publish the following proclamation
as soon as possible : ¥

““We, Niger the Sixth, do héreby
command that tails be no more worn
in the Black Bear Kingdom. Any of
our subjects found wearing a tail in
our dominions - one-month from the
present date will first have his or
her tail cut off, to teach him or her
the fashibn, and then his or her head
to teach him or her manners.

(tiven at our palace this fifth day
of July, 103.

(Signed) Niger.

The result of the proclamation was
that in ‘a week a bear with a tail on
could not be found in the ‘country

lieved lie was going to-bring home.
Jarly in the morning the courtiers
‘were ready, and the four started for
the banks of a neighboring river. On
their reaching it, the king chose a
place where the bank overhung = the
water, and sitting down, he allowed
his tail to hang over in.the water,
and wave backwards and forwards in
the current, whilst the courtiers
went further down the river to seek
places for themselves. The king sat
very patiently by himself for some
time, and at last was just beginning
to wish that he had asked his- mes-
senger how long the fox usually sat
B@ore getting a bite, for he was get-
ting rather chilly, and thoughts of
rheumatism floated in his mind. But
just at that moment a tolerably good
sized alligator came swimming down
stream, and seeing the tail waving'in
the current, swam up to it, and laid
hold & it, giving a tug at. the same
time that mnearly pulled Bruno.into
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amazed at seeing him, just as they
had got up to him; jerk violently for-
| ward against the tree ; the alligator,
| 4ired of the contest, had bitten off
I the tail, and the strain giving Way,
"l‘.ruﬂo had dashed his nose against
the trée, causing it to send forth .a
| torrent. of blood. o
‘ “Oh, my crab, my beautiful crab !
I've lost my splendid crab 17 paur-
mured Bruno, who never missed his
real 108s any more than his friends,
who, terrified at  his gory face, at
once started for home wijth him, one
bear on each side, supporting their
wounded: lord. On their reaching
home Ochretta came rushing out to
see what was the matter, but the
courtiers. could only tell her that
they had been fishing for crabs, and
as to Bruno, he only kept on moan-
ing *‘I've lost my beautiful erab "

At ‘last Ochretta made out that
they had been to the river, and hap-
pening to go behind~ Bruno, she
gharply called out, ‘‘Lost your beau-
tiful crab, indeed ! Where is your
beautiful tail ? 1 do declare it looks
as if it had been bitten off by an al-
ligator.”’

“‘Dear me !’ cried Bruno, ‘‘perhaps
it was not a crab after all ; I quite

the river, but he luckily saved him<l forgot all about the alligators in the

self by throwing his fore-arms round
a tree that was close in front of
him, and to which he now held on
with all his might.

“(tood gracious ! said Bruno to
himself, . ‘‘what a splendid crab !
Why, he will last us for a whole day
— breakfast, lunch, dinner, supper,
anmd-all ;- I never thought they grew
to this size. 1 ‘do wish 1 had him

round
111

There were now only the brown
bears left wearing tails. Their ruler
was King Bruno the Eleventh, a fat, |
middle-aged, good-humored, ~ easy-
going bear, married 40 Ochretta, a
bear the counterpart of himself. They
did not care much about fashions, |

He_soon came, and entering at the
door, stood cautiously by it.

“Here, doctor,”’ said Niger, ‘‘you
told mé the hair would be on my tail
again in a month—what color will it ’
be, eh 7"’ |

“May it please your majesty,’”’ re-|
joined Dr. Reynard, with a low bow,
“the color will be a beautiful snowy
white like my—"" and here he slipped
out of the door just in time to es-
cape a chair that his pleased majes-
ty had sent at his head.

Niger now went stamping up and
dn\Wn the room, till he worked him-
sell up into a perfect rage; at last
he exclaimed : -

«] don’t believe a single word of
it, it is all a made-up tale; send for
the owl, he knows more than a dozen
Reynards,”’ and accordingly the owl
was immediately Sent for, and quick-
ly made his appearance with his
spectacles on and a large book under
his wing.

The king stated the case to him,
and the owl, adjusting his spectacies
opened his book and began slowly
turning over the leaves, the king
meanwhile quivering with impatience.

“Here we have it,”’ at last cried
the owl, and clearing his throat he
began; to réad, “All hair growing on
places wounded, hurt, burnt, or
scalded’—by the way, was your ma
jesty’s tail burnt or scalded ?” ask-
ed he, looking up at the king.

“Both,” gruffly answered Niger ;
‘go ond’

CThEn T WeS IRy presume-— i —was-|

hurt 7' further iinquired the owl.
“Certainly you may,”’ growled the

had been your tail, but I suppose one
might boil:that for a week and you
never would feel it." ‘

The. owl looked down at his book
again, and, “after searching for the
place for some time, began again—

“All hair growing on places wound-

comfort being what they principally |
interested themselves about ; but |
when they heard of the doings at the
white and black bear courts, they
naturally had a bit of a consultation.

“‘What do you think of the new |
fashion of wearing no tdil?”’ said|
Ochretta. |

“(3reat nonsense ; whatever willi
they do in fiy time? But perhaps |
they have no flies there,” replied |
Bruno': and in this manner they dis-

missed theé subject, agreeing to keep | -

their own tails, and look after their‘l
tamily of seven fine little bears. |

But Bruno had one little weakness
—he was very fond of eating, and his
favorite dish was boiled crabs, sup-
plies of which he used to get from a
fox that lived not very far from his |
kingdom, and who was a great friend
of his in this way. ‘Bruno had not
long before received a hamper o(‘
crabs from his friend the fox, and
whilst they had lasted, the royal
family had breakfasted, lunched, din-
ed and supped on crab; but now they
were eaten, and he wanted more but
he was ashamed to ask for a further
supply so soon. At last the thought |
came into his head that he might |
perhaps catch some for himself, if he |
only knew how ; and he consequently |
determined to send a messenger to |
the fox, to ask him how he caught |
the crabs. The messenger he sent |
was rather a stypid as well as a lazy |
sort of bear, but he arrifed all safe |
at the fox’s dwelling, d presemed?
his" letter. ‘

oWait e KioWw - hhw w0 oateh{ -

crabs ?" said the fox. /‘Oh, certainly; |
come along,/ and I'll ghow you how.”i

And the pair went down to /the |
seaside, where the fox went a little |
way into the water, then, turning |
his head towards the shore, let his
tail hang down in the tide , present-|
ly a crab, spying the tail, laid hold |
of it, when the fox sprang to &he‘!

ed, hurt, burnt, or scalded will be of
a pure virgin white' — and a very
pretty color too,'" said he, looking
up with a satisfied air.

“I'm glad you dike it,”’ retorted

coming ; put him out,” and the un-
fortunate owl was hustled out by the
attendants in such 3 burry that he
nearly lost both his spectacles and
his book.

When he was gone the king drew a
chair to the table, sat down, and,
placing his head between his two
forespaws, leant his elbows on the
table, and groaned aloud. The queen
then weat to him to comfort him.

““Dear” Niger,” said she, ‘‘do not

give way so, cheer up. If the worst
M&!ﬁoﬁc worst, you can al-

ways dye the tip of your tail ; true,
and you may be

fury, ‘never, I'l die myself first ;
But 1 ¢ cwhet Towill do,” and

Lall:!

he continued,” **Hello, -here ! outside

er, & Wu a pair of seissors, any-
o Iﬁ‘. S L
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shore, whisking the crab on to dry |
land before he could let go of the |
tail ; then, taking hold of the crab|
behind the claws, he popped him ’m—i
to a basket; then, going into the |
water again, he fished for nother.?
and so on until the basket was filied. |
He then ghvé the basket to the mes- |
senger, and told him to present it to
the king with his compliments, add-|
ing, at the same time, that the mes- |
senger had seen how the crabs h.xd‘;
heen caught, and could tell his majes- |
ty all about it. On his arrival ati
home, the messenger laid the basket |
of crabs before the king, who was de-
lighted with the present, and asked |
how they had been caught. i

‘It is the easiest thing in the |
world, I assure your majesty,”’ said
tife messenger ; ‘I watched the
whole proceeding mysell. The fox
gimply went into the water™ (he did
pot say. the sea) ‘‘and let his “tail
hang down in it, and When the crabs
bit -he pulled - them out ; that was

“Well, that is not difficult; T be-
lieve 1 could do that mysell,”’ said
Bruno, as he ordered some of the
crabs to be prepared for supper, and
that evening he quietly told three of

out though ; dear me, how he pulls!”’

And so saying he ‘tugged with all
his strength to get his crab out of
the water, whilst the alligator on
his part, nothing loth to-a bhit of
bear, pulled just as hard to get him
in. The struggle was a fierce one but
after a while, Bruno, beginning to
feel faint, and that there were symp-
toms-of the tail giving way at the
root, thought it high time to sum-
mon his faithful courtiers te his aid,
which he did by shouting ‘‘Thieves!"’
at the top of his voice.
him, the courtiers at once rushed to
the rescue, and were considerably as-
tonished, on coming in view of their
beloved lord, to see him holding on
with all his might to a tree, and
vociferating “Thieves !'' vigorously.
They ran towards him as fast -as
they could, and were still more

On hearing |

river,”” and he seemed quite relieved
to find that his loss was not SO
great as he had thought.

Ochretta, however; did not seem to
experience the same relief, but took
him iMto the house, dressed his
wound, and put him to bed at once,
where she left him to think- over the
dangers of crab-fishing, and-went
out. After she had been away for a
long time, Bruno heard a sound of
footsteps, as if a procession were ap-
proaching his door ; suddenly the
door was thrown open, and Ochretta
entered, bearing _in her arms what
looked amazingly like a baby Bruno,
and she was followed by her seven
children, each also bearing in its
arms a similar. burden Bruno rub-
bed his eyes, 'and stared at the pro-
cession as it came slowly up.to the
bedside, and - then Ochretta, laying
down her * tail, which she had had
taken off, sobbed out, ‘‘Dear Bruno,
ildn yow think I could ever wear my
"tail now that-yours is done. No ;
:‘nowr, never, never !'’ and threw her-
self into his ariis, sobbing loudly.

“Papa, papa !’ cried all the little
bears, laying down: their tails in a
cluster, “‘we will

never wear any

more tails if you don't ; we won't,
}

we won't, we won't !’ and, climbing ! - Cya SERL
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