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HE eyes of the world have been
turmed, in these last fow days
towards a gang of raliroad bull
central British Columbia. These work- |
ers with their great track laying ma- |
chines were busy forging the last steel
link to commplete a new transcontinen-
tal railway system. Thelr work is now
tinished and a new and fabulously rich
empire is lald open to development.
It is indeed the last wonderland.

British Columbia, in addition to
having ~large trects of arable lamd
adapted for agricultural and horticul-
tural pursuits, stands out pre-eminent-
Iy as the tourists and sportsman’s
Mecca, unsurpassed for the grandeur
of its scenery. This new rallway runs
through a section of the province re-
plete with wild natural beauty. Snow-
capped mountains tower thousands of
feot above, while all around, canyons
with raging torrents, valley and wood-
land, are ever passed, while at inter-
vals primitive Indian villages, with
totern poles standing in front as sen-
tinels, mark the slow passing of the
great race of red men, who for cen-
turies held sway, but who now must
make way for the ever steady advance
of the white settler who clalms his
heritage from the fertile soil that for
centuries has been undisturbed. The
mineral resources are being rapidly
and satisfactorily deye]oped, whereas
the figheries are recognized as the best
in the entire world.

But if there were no resources of a
mineral or agricultural nature, this
gection of British Columbia could
count itself mich by reason of the many |
vistas of surpassing loveliness that it
affords. Here you see the Rockles at
their best.

The first view of the Rockies, on the
Grand Trunk Pacific route, is had at|

MacLeod River, 123 miles west o
monton. This view comprises the
nge to the south of the Yellowhead.

ers in

t Pralrie Creek, which is practically
entrance to the mountain region, |

,» railway runs high up on a ridge to |

, south side of the  Athabaska river,
and passengers are afforded one of the|
best views of the Athabasca valley and
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Instead of undulating country
with hills of a low altitude the
Grand Trunk Pacific has moun-
taing immediately on entering
Rockies. The first of these
“hed” at Brule Lake, where,
west, on the opposite side of the
1long which the railway rumns,
{s seen a high range of mountains, the
Bullrush
eight to ten
thousand feet Athabasca
river, seven miles long, half a mile
wide, and a splendid view is had from
the grade. Seven miles further omn Is
Fiddle Creek, with Folding Mountain
nising above the valley to a height of
about nine thousand feet, and on the
north side high rugged mountains
stand up boldly with vertical cliffs and
steep rocky slopes. The Athabasca
valley is from one to two miles wide at
this point and most beautiful. Con-
tinuing west, the railway follows the
Athabasca, with ranges of mountains
rising to dizzy heights on both sides of
the grade. The pricipal mountains at
this point are Roche Miette on the east
slde and Roche Suette on the left side.
The derivation of Roche Miette Is
partly from the French and Cree In-
dian language, Roche being French for
“rock” and the word Miette, the Cree
for “sheep.”

Mountain sheep and bear are found
in goodly numbers in this vicinity and
partridges abound in the forest. Hunt-
ing, however, is not allowed in Jas-
per Park, and the regulations are
strictly enforced by the Government
guardians.
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Some Mountain Trails.

At this peint there are a number of
interesting trails that will allow those
who desire the chance of exploring
some of the mountain recesses. One
of these is the Rozhe Miette trail that
takes one well up on the mountain,
from which point of vantage, magni-
ficent views of the Athabasca Valley
are had. A grand view is had from
here of Fiddle Crzek ran
west, ¢ y Pyramid Mount
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gouth, and now enters the main range
of the Rocky Mountains. Prominent
among the peaks is Mt. Geike, 11,000
feet altitude, and whizn can be se231
in all its grandeur to the south some
In the Mietts Valley there
are a number of small streams which
simply teem with ralnhorw trout. Th=
fish are not large runniag from twelve
to fifteen inches, but delicious eatin.
Reaching the summit‘s, 248 miles west
of Edmonton, the line crosses the bor-
der from the Provinze of Alberta in-
of British Columbia.
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gradual descent in elevation until sea
level is reached, but there is no fall-
ing off in the grandeur of the scenery.

The rdilways of America have enjoy-
ed the privilege of opening up to tour-
ists and travellers many new play-
grounds but this grsat unsubdued al-
pine wonderland of British Colum-
bia challenges them all for supremacy.

The coupling up of the steel at Nec-
hako Crossing was an event that drew
people from all over central British
Columbia. It is said fully 3,000 spec-
tators were on hand. Dan Dempsey

aldson, the General Manager and Vice<
president of the line. Mr. Donaldson
presented to Mr. Egan and Mr. Demp-=
sey a handsome gold wateh, and this
little ceremony caught the fancy of
the crowd, everybody breaking into
ringing cheers. i

The last mile of the track-laying was
made the racing section. One-half
mile was allotted to each crew. Dan
Dempsey was captain of the men from
the west, while Phil Egan, another
brawny trail blazer, led the crew that
had been working from the east. It
was certainly a sporting proposition
every workingman entering Into the
fine spirit of the match, while on the
part of the spectators, e¢xcitement ran
high. Egan won by seven minutes’
time. He covered the half-mile in
forty-eight minutes, while Dempsey’'s
time was fiftyfive minutes. 9

There was a scene of great enthusle
asm when the first train from Winni-
peg pulled .into Prince Rupert. This
carried the officials who had been pre-
sent at the linking up of the steel. Al-
though the month was April the wea-
ther was perfect and the crowd were
out in their summer garm. 't was a
day of historic significance.for the Pa-
cific Coast City. Prince Rupert, in
appearance, is unlike any other com-
munity in Canada. It is a constant
succession of surprises to anyone from
the plains or the east. It emphasizes
the romance and intrepid spirit of mod-
ern enterprise. Seven years ago, the
rugged site was a forest. The change
has been magical. The long water-
front represents so many miles of
wharves and shipping. Lofty smoke-
stacks speak of drydock and cold stor-
age plants. The construction of a fif-
teen story hotel is under way. Pringe
Rupert throbs with life. Electric lights
glitter. Taxircabs spin along the wide
avenues. It has packed developmenf
and solid achievement into the last
five years—and it is only commencing.
Not every city can brag of an observa-
tion place 2,300 feet high. Prince Ru-
pert can. And it is a spacious place,
too. It ecan accommodate thousands
upon thousands of tourists all at the
same time. In fact this place of ob-
gervation is the top of a mountain
that rests directly behind the townsite.
Prince Rupert, maplike, seems almost
at your feet. You note fourteen miles
of deep harbor, a whole peninsula, &
bewildering jumble of glaciers and for-
ests away off toward Alaska.

The man with rod and rifle need go
no further than the Skeena district.
The creeks and lakes teek with trout.
Bear, goat, wolves. sheep and deer
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