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SEPTEMBER DIVIDENDS.

Reports to the Engineering and Mining
Journal for September show that divi-
dends aggregating -$16,310,6456 were die-
gributed last month by 55 companies
jdentified with the mining industry, this
being, with one exception, the largest
month of the year. Of these 55 compan-
jes 36 were engaged inthe mining of pre-
cious and semi-precious metals and paid
$1,046,000, or a little over 6 per cent of
the total. The other 19 included iron
and steel, coal and coke, petroleum,.
natural-gas and chemical interiests, which
paid altogether $15,264,645. The heavy
payments in this latter class were due
chiefly to the guarterly dividends of thie
Standard Oil company  ($8,000,000) and
United States Steel common ($5,061,115).
*The dividend paid by the United States
Fteel Corporation is the one declared on
““>ly 2nd. As shown elsewhere. the steel
. apany declared on October 1st, its sec-
ond quarterly dividend of 134 per cent
on its preferred stock, and 1 per cent on
the comanon, the total amounting to a
fitfle over $14,000,000. The Standard Oil
dividends have fallen off sinde Mm:ch,
but the total payments this year have
wreached a total of 40 per cent, and unless
¢he fourth quarterly dividend is again re-
“duced the total: for the year will be the
same as last year, 48 per cent..rl’he Calli-
gornia OH and Gas company paid $140,-
©00, or 7 per dent, on its capital stock of
$2,000,000. This makes a total for the
‘year of $540,000, or 27 per cent. The
Gividends paid by the gold, silver and
fead interests in Septemtler exceeded
those of August, the increase being due
grincipally to the quarterly declaration.
Colorado. South Dakota and Utah figured
prominkntly as dividend payers, although
.¢he Isabclla and Doetor-Jack Pot, of
“Cripple Creek, both passed their usual
quarterly payent. The Jlead mines of
Missouri also made good showings dur-
ing the month. The price of this metal
§s well maintained at a profitable figure.
En addition to ‘the United Stdtes com-
panies reporting dividends in September,

' ghisre were seven silver-lead and copper
ties in Mexico which paid divi-

dends last month. One of these, the
Panoles silverlead mine at Mapimi, in

- Durango, is paying 50 per cent monthly
on a eapitalization of $250,000 Miexican
money {about $125,000 gold). Its stock is

. ‘@ifficult to buy. Honduras, C. A, and

paid in September, Most silver-lead

mather pleased to parallel the perform-

‘née of the Mexican company ynenftione‘d.
e ———

. OBNOXIOUS IMIMIGRANTS

" Fitch, immigration commiissioner. at New
Work, the ifamigration into the United
‘Btates from southern Europe, from the

wonstantly, increasing; while from north-
ers Europe, from which the couritry in
the past has drawn its most 'desirable
fmmigrants, there is a steady’ decline.
During the fiscal year last past the total
mim'kemof fmmigrants who reached the
WUnited States through the port of New
“York was 453,406, Of thege upwards of
700,000 came from southern Ttaly, 'the

" Brigandage, and of anarchism. More

- §or the year was of Italians, Poles, Rus-
sian Jews and people of the Slavik races.

.ﬁ immigration, the percentage of illiter-
acy was mnever so high as it has been
during the year. Of the immigrants from
#hese countries named, from 40 to 50 per
oent are absolutely illiterdte. The coin-
emissioner’s report, in combination with
wecent occurrences, ‘may well cause the
people of the United States to ask
whether their rules concerning immigra-

gion should not be revised 86 as to ex-

<lude the undesirable classes thus rapid-
1y being added to their population. When
anarchists and-other rascals abuse the
thospitality extended them it is surely in
order to withdraw that hospitality. The
United States has certainly not found its
own particular “open door” to be an un-
_.mixed blessing. In dealing with this
question the Post-Intelligencer says:
“Jt should be made an imperative re-
quirement for admission to this country
that the would-be immigrant should
show affirmatively not “only that he will
mot become a public charge on account
of his physical defects, or his present
poverty, which the law now requires, but
that his moral char is likewise free
from such defects as render him danger-
ous to the peace and good order of the

rl,lirt of criminal ¢

| class; that he is a person-of good moral
Ccharacter; that he has the rudiments of
an education; that he is qualified to make |-

his own livelihood; that, in short, he is
of the material to be moulded into Amer-
rigidly excluded fromi tthis country as are

and halt, under the existing laws.”
THE YACHT GONTESTS.

among yachting experts

Shamrock in the races. John R.
New York ascribes the errors of judg-
ment in the sailing of the Shamrock in
Tuesday’s fluke not to Captain Syca-
more but to Jameson’s absoclute con-
trol, when he compelled Sycamore
against' his will" to . take a certain
course.” Spears §ays these errors did not

yachting,

one minute.

Shamrock. It is probable that

Thomas’ anxiety to

handled.

for the cup.

THE POSITION OF CANADA

John Charlton, M.P.,

upon. In-1888 a committee of the senate
investigated the resources of the coun-
try morth of the Saskatchewan river,
end found that 300,000 square miles were

dapted to the growth of wheat, 400,000
miles, including the wheat area, é.da.ptedi
‘for the growth of barley, and 600,000
iles in which potatoes could be grown.
Mr. Charlton made an estimate of 250,-

000,000,000 bushels.

said:

total exports to the United States las
fcar were 870,406,000, but this include
in round numbers probably $25,000,000 i

cxports of

farm products from
We

ports of
country.

00C,000 from the United States

are still greater this last year.

the goods he purchases Our free im

aountry Each intlending immigrant

There seems ® be.a general opinion
who_witnessed | ments in Capada
the recent contests that Shamrock II
would have had a better chance .of
winning if she bad been better sailed.
The fault, it seems, lay not with Cap-
tain Sycamore and his crew, but with
Mr. Jameson, to whom Sir Thomas
Lipton confided sole control of the

Spears, the noted yachting authority of

which gives the United States easy ac-
cess to ‘our market, and is ‘met by a
policy which excludes our natural pro-
dicts from that %ountry, is ome which

selves to the® public:

good laws and efficient administration.
There are no mockeries of “justice in
'this country, no ‘burning of negroes at
‘the stake, no lax divorce laws, no im-
pending contests between trusts and
consumers. We live in the possession
of perfect liberty, and’ the safeguards
tor its retention are secure and ample.
Canada has a good population. The

ethnic conditions that render it neces-
sary, to consult the wishes, or prejudices,
if the term is preferred, of two races
will lead to mutual forebearance,
premote assimilation; and will in the
¢nd, it may confidently be hoped, prove

matter on Tuesday. as there was 1no
race, but he charges that Wednesday’'s
race was lost to the Shamrock by a
violation of the fundamental rules of
errors for whichh Captain
Sycamore was not responsible. On two
occasions at least the challenger by her
remarkable manoeuvres lost at least
All other yachting experts
writing/ for New York papers ascribe
the result of Wednesday’s contest to
most remarkable errors of judgment on
the part of those in charge of the
Sir
try again with
'Shamrock IT was largely due to the
feeling that she might have been better
The New ¥York committee
has decided that the rule must be en-
forced, however, so Sir Thomas must
build a new yacht if he wants to try
again, or else wait the prescribed two
years. As the situation 'is now n?xt
year will not be likely t¢ see a contest

In a recent speech to his constituents,
get forth jn =2
graphic way some facts relating ‘to the
11¢eeent position and the @fbspects of
Canada. The extent of undeveloped ter-
ritory in the north was especially dwelt

a source of strength rather than of
weakness. It is a better form of gov-
ernment, all things considered, than the
one enjoyed by the people of . the
Upited States.”

IN THE FAR EAST

‘According to the cable despatches,
{he Russian press is strenuously urging
that the oportunity offered by the death
of the old Ameer of Afghanistan should
be seized for the benefit of Russia. It
is quite possible that the advice will bé
taken and an attempt made to seat on
the vacant throne a ruler favorable to
Russian designs. The public knows lit-
tle of what is happening in that far-off
and _cemhparatively secluded country,
especially as to the movements the Bear
may see fit to make for his own pur-
poses. It may or may not be true that
Kussian troops are being rushed to the
frontier to be ready for the seizure
of Herat and the securing of a hold on
Afghan territory, but the report has
at least many -elements of likelihood.
L That there is danger to British interests
hoth in the Afghan Tegion and further
south and ‘west there cannot be much
doubt A London correspondent touch-
ing on the subject says: “Every news-
reper speaks of the death of Abdurrah-
man as a serious loss. He was a firm
and faithful‘ally of this country, and a

bulwark .of dntestimable value to iour
He kept peace among
the wild Afghan trides, and although
the new Ameer is believed to be vg&'ma_n
'of energy and ability it:is doubtful if
his name carries weight among his tur-
Lilent subjects. In case the Russian
government. should wish to be’ un-

Indian empire.

000,000 acres of wheat-growix;g land
for the west. This would mean, with a
n:oderate yield, the gigantic crop of 5,-
He placed the pop-
ulation capacity of Canada at 100,000,
000. In dealing with trade matters Mr.
Charlton recited some very interesting.
facts, especiglly as regards trade rela-
tions Wwith our nearest neighbors. He
“Qur ‘total imports from the
United States last year were $119,306,-
000; the previous year they were $116,-
¢72,000. Last year our imports from
Great Britain were $43,164,000, or but
little more than one-third the amount :

of imports from the United States. Our
t ' need be surprised if

coin, bullion, gold-bearing quartz, nug-
gets and silver concentrates, and mak-
ing a further deduction for our exports
of foreign products of $2,423,000, our net
domestic products to- the
United States without precious metals,
was less than $§4,000,000. ‘While our
exports presented this unfavorable as-
peet, the total exports to Great Britain
v.ere $105,328,000, 'or two and a half
times as much as our total imports
from that country. The United States
possesses great "manufacturing centres
and great aggregations of populations
in cities, and should naturally furnish
Canada with an extensive market for
farm products, but our exports of farm
prcducts to :that country last year were
two and a half times less than the im-
that
purchased from 'the
Tnited States of free corn lagt year
within half a million of the total value
of farm products exported to that
country from Canada. It is too early to
make an analysis of our trade returns
from the United States for the fiscal g
year just ended. For the previous year
our import of manufactures was $63,-
and
$38,000,000 from Great Britain, and it is
not improbable that the imports of
menufacturers from the United States
‘While
this vast volume of the productions of
American labor is purchased by us, the
producer of food in Canada 1s pre-
vented by a nearly prohibitory -tariff
from selling food products to the opera-
tives in the United States who produce

ports from the United States last year
were $56,884,000, or 75 per cent of our
total free imports from the world. Of

friendly, -the government is not in a
rosition toetake direct defensive action
on the border which would: in that case
Le menaced. Our only immediate
nieans of dction would, says the Morn-
ing Post, be to treat any violation of the
Afghan fromtier as a casus belli’” In
! {he past year or two Russia has been
carrying ‘on one. of her customary in-
trignes in. Persia, and has d §le!¥s
made solid progress towards securing
+n outlet to the Indian ocean. Recent
c¢vents have shown that Great Britain is
watching jealously every move made in

tut by Turkey and Germany. No one
exciting times

g should be brought about by all the
n n'ovements and counter-movements go-

ing on.
ONLY IDLE GOSSIP.

The local rumor factory in commection
with thie local strike has been even
taore than usually busy of late. One of
its products, which was circulated ac-
tively on the streets yesterday, is com-
pleiely disposed of by the statement
quoted elsewhere, and many others of a
kindred nature are equally devoid of

fonndation. - The mamufacture and cir-

culation of idle reports could not very
well be stopped; since speech is “free
and sthere are many people at present
who show themselves readier to talk
than to work. But the public can easily
find its ewn remedy, which lies simply
in ignoring the rumor factory and letting
its output pass without notice. So
many  ‘“yarns” from the same source
have come to grief that new omes may
well ¥ail of receiving attention.

THE AGITATORS’ LATEST.

A vigorous attempt is being made to
“work” the Rossland Liberal associa-
tion on behalf of the agitators, the plan
being to pass a resolution stating that
the alien labor law is being violated
and calling on the Dominion govern-
ment to enforce it. If the plan happen-
ed to prove successul its principal ef-

rupting the association, and that would
certainly not tend to the advamcement
-| of the Liberal cause—the object for
which the association was organized and
is kept in existence. ~About the best

hat region mot only by the big{miﬂre d

fect- would be in the direction of dis-

ridiculous position if it were to adopt
the declarstion which the agitators set
dut, since it has no evidence that the
declaration is true. The 'despatches
from Ottawa show plainly that no such
evidence has been forwarded there by
the agent of the government, and the
local association certainly cammot be in
a position to make any such statement
as is sought to be forced upom it. What
& spectacle it would make of itself if it
were to make any ex parte declaration
that any manipulator chose to present!
The attempt ia further made to work
up sympathy on behalf of the strikers
by representing them as local people,
with property and homes here, who are
in danger of being ousted by outsiders.
This looks extremely ridiculous in the
light of the fact that not ome man now
on the ground need be idle for a day if
he chooses to go’ to work. None are
barred from going into the mines and
earning good wages except by their own
foolishness. A spurious pléa for sym-
pathy on their behalf is surely wasted
on sane and semsible people. At all
events, it would be simple suicide for
the Liberal association to entertain the
plea and make itself the catspaw of
any clique whose purposes are alto-
gether ulterior. The'" agitators have
their own organization to, use in their
unworthy fight, and it looks very much
like a confession of failure when they
seok to manipulate another organization
which has nothing whatever to do with
the dispute. Of course they care noth-
ing about the injury that would be done
to the Liberal cause, but those who are
solicitous for that cause should be able
to keep the association out of the trap
that has been so cunningly set for it.
e

THE FEELING IN LONGON.

In another column will be found an
editorial article reproduced from the B.
C. Review, the well known London week-
ly that gives special attention to Brit-
ish Columbia mining matters. There need
be no hesitation in accepting the Re-
view’s criticisms as reflecting the opinion
of London capital in the aggregate on
the conditions whieh prevail in this pro-
vince, Beyond a doubt, the harrassing
and worrying that the outside investor
has met with here has ‘made London

same direction, and even those who shout
that London is all wrong in this maltter

stated. ‘And it ia not. only London that
has been frightened off by bad legisla-
tion and the aspect of hostility to capital
which the province has been beert made
to assume, for other outside capital has
been similarly alarmed. An incident that
occurred not long ago will serve to illus-
trate the fact. An American operator
who represented a large and wealthy
syndicate was travelling northward on
one of the Skagway boats. A well known
Victorian who was a fellow passenger
endeavored to interest him in a promis-
ing property at the coast, but as soon as
the gentleman from the States learned
that the property was located in this
province he said: “You may save your-
self the trouble of going any further.
The people I represent will not‘touch any
mining propositions in British Columbia,
for the reason that if they did invest
they would always be expecting to see
your government ~and legislature do
something that would destroy half their
éapital” This is the feeling that the
directors of our affairs. have contrived
to crefite among outside capitalists, and
he musb be a rash man who will say
that it has not seriously retarded the
.province’s development. Some people as-
sert that we do not want outside capi-
tal, that we can get along without it.
It is quite true that we can get along
without it .and let the country practi-
cally stagnate. But if that is to be our
view, for goodness’ sake let us say so at

sense in beggf,ng -capital to come and
help us and at the same timk taking the
most effective measures to repel it. Our
present attitude is that of the small boy
who holds out & bone to an unsuspeeting
dog with one hand while he holds in re-
serve a club with which to “swat” the
animal ofi the nose. 3

Still another torpedo boat destroyer
has ‘“buckled” under the pressure of
high speed. A revision of the building
methods used in these boats will evi-
dently be necessary.

————————SCT—————
A NOTABLE ADMISSION.

Apparently the tribulations of the
Dunsmuir government have awakened
the Vietoria Colonist to a keener semnse
of the general situation of affairs in this
mbvince. In a recent issue it says:
“Iy would be unreasonable to ask peo-
ple to believe that times are as pros-
perous in. this province as the people
would like them to be, and it may be
of some advamtage to discuss a few of
the probable reasons for this state of
things. The chief industry of British
Cclumbia is mining. At least that is the
industry which has the most direct

gcheme that could be devised- to

effect upon the progress of . the

shy of incurring further  risks in the

must face the fact that its opinion is as

once and be done with it. There is no |

would be interesting to ascertain if pos-
sible why more is not being done. We
| referred . a few days ago.to the dray-
backs 16 the development of Atlin, and
have since had new evidence upon the
point. Ome. exceedingly promising
‘proposition was'turned down, after it
had been approved of, by Philadelphia
‘capitalists, on the ground that the con-
ditions. surrounding mining in Atlin
and in politics and legislation in the
provinée generally, are too unsettled.
They preferred to use their money
where conditions were more satisfac-
tury, even if the chance of profit was
not so bright. A short time ago the
Mining Association put out its memor-
fal. to which two of the then ministers
| repted. We have had many. letters in
the press complaining of the condition
of the minimg laws, and whether tne
complaints were well fqunded or not,
the act remains that they are repeated
in the British financial papers, and the
result is mschievous. The eight-hour
law, which was a needless piece of legis-
lation, for the same results could have
been reached in another way, gave con-
fidence a severe shock. The Rossland
strike did its share of harm. All these
things hurt the mining industry. We
do not pretend to be able to say just
w4t complaints are based ‘n reazon
or how the law can be changed so as
to beget confidence. We do not wish to
be understood as having no suggestions
to offer; our present purpose is mot to
offer suggestions, but only to draw at-
tention to the facts. It is clearly the
duty of the government to take up this
subject and deal with it in a manner
that will, if possible, remove all" just
cause of complaint and put conditions
on a permanent basis. A bona fide ef-
fort was made last session to get the
mining lays into good shape, and a very
substantial improvement was made. If
more is necessary, more should be done,
and done promptly. This is one of thee
subjects pressing for consideration, and
it ought to be dealt with with the least
possible delay.” The decision of the
Philadelphia company with respect .to
the Atlin proposition is very much in
line with the incident of whiich the
Miner spoke on Sunday. Undoubtedly
the ministers and the legislators of this

management in giving it a very bad
name among outside capitalists, and
most earnest and vigorous effort in the
proper direction will be needed for its
rehabilitation. The Colonist is so far to
be congratulated on having nized
this fact, but it is evidently stiE lacking
in knowledge when it speaks of a “bona
fide” effort of last session having effect-
ed a “substantial improvement.” Mining
men, who may surely be reckoned the
best judges, are agreed that the efforts
of last session resulted in anything but
improvement, The fearful and wonder-
ful “code of signals” and the imposition
of the boiler inspection tax are decided-
1y not to be ranked as satisfactory
an.endments. Such legislation as this,
showing but too plainly the readiness
of the government and the house to
fi rthler hamper the mining industry,
must be far from reassuring people like
' the Philadelphians who turned down
the Atlin proposition. Whoéver is to
be placed in charge of our provincial
afairs should lay to heart the truth
that capital has been frightened off by
the mistakes of the past and that it can
be effectually invited back only by the
substitution of sane and common-sense
methods for those which have resulted
go evilly.

Laats Sie
LONG DRAWN OUT.

The fact that the struggle with the
Boers has just entered upon its thiied
year without bringing the end in sight
has caused a great deal of bitter com-
ment - in Britain, even friends of the
govérnment joining in the chorus of
condemnation. The London Times prob-
ably epitomised the criticisms from
that side of ‘the controversy when it
ofiered the following ‘observations: i ¥
third campaign has mow opened, and
still we do mnot discern any signs that
the government are making thie vigorous
efforts which are indispensable if it
drags on for several months more. It is
already too late to provide such a
mobile force as would be adequate this
gutumn. Are the government doing
anything to provide it even three
months hence, and if not what possible
exeuse can they urge for their neglect o
There is a strong disposition in certain
quarters to class Lord Kitchener as the
wrong man for the position. Thie Lon-
don Spectator avers that he has not
the mental capacity to “think in 10,000
mile blocks.” It even asks for his re-
call and his replacement by Lord Rob-
erts, a suggestion that may serve as an
indication of the panicky feeling which
the situation has created. Some of the
ministers have been aroused by the
criticisms from their candid friends to
speak in self-defence, alleging that the
government is doing all that ig called
for in the way of furnishing men and
money. Their statements have evi-
dently not had a completely reassuring
effect, for the volume of censure has
not diminished so far. One of the un-

province have succeeded by their mis-

| the guerilla war is the abundant supply

of ammunition at the enemy’s eom-
mand. No person seems to be able to

| offer with confidence a theory that

would account for this fact. Another
mystery lies in the ability of compara-
tively large bodies of Boers to move
about freely without detection and to
surprise British detachmernits and con-
voys. Both these circumstances would
appear to argue that the British intelli-
gence service does not. materially im-
prove. -In the meantime the recal-
citrant Boers get plenty of good advice
from theeir own real friends, to which
they pay little heed. The Rev. Mr.
‘Botha, the Dutch minister at Richmond,
has written a letter to the avil com-
missioner at Richmond from
refugee camp at Vredefort
Orange River Colony, under da
August 10th, explaining the true posi-
tion of affairs, in order to enlighten
his congregation and fellow Cape
Colonists. He says: “A futile resist-
ance cannot any longer be dignified by
the name of war. The Boers still fighit-
ing have forfeited the sympathies of
the Dutch Cape Colonists by the heart-
less way in which they have misled the
people. They have told the colonists
that their case was never more hope-
ful, whereas they knew {00 well that
it never was more hopeless. The pres-
ence of the commandos in the colony
and the continued resistance is a
crime, because, while there is nothing
to gdin, it simply is ruin for others who
have no quarrel with them or the Brit-
ish.” Good coumsel this, but thrown
away on men entirely guided by fanati-
cal hatred.

—————

Road,
te of

.So far as surface Indications portray
the situation, conditions in the copper
market are slightly improved since last
week, says the Engineering and Mining
Journal. The price of good merchant
bars in London has advanced about £1
since last report, and stocks there are
entirely depleted. In fact, there is hard-
ly a pound of copper in copsumers’
hands anywhere, nor is there any viss
ible supply outside the stocks accu-
mulating in the hands of the Amalga-
mated Copper company, which proved
such a disturbing factor in the specu-
lative market ten days ago. It is im-
possible to make any reliable estimate
of the amount ‘of copper now held or
accumulating in the hands of the Amal-
gamated people. Information on this
question is not furnished for publica-
tion, but it is evident that if a large
amount is held, say 100,000 tons. it can
wield a powerful influence on the mar-
ket and may be used as an instrument
to force competitive interests to agree
to share a portion of the burden, either
by curtailing production or by stocking
& portion of their output. At present,
althougl consumers are _ba.re' of ma-
terial, they will not buy more than is
required for absolutely immediate use,
for fear of a slump in prices.
S,

The Toronto World has come forward
with the theory that the death of the
Hon. Clarke Wallace was party due to,
a “broken he_a.rt,” which it traces to two
causes: “First, the discovery that there
was no room in the Conservative party
for a member of parliament in Canada
who was of strong Protestant and Brit-
ish principles and disposed to assert the
same; and, second, that there -were
leaders in the Orange order who 'were
ready to sarcifice their principles for
the sake of the Conservative party and
were Teady to knife him because of the
principles he asserted.” The World’s
theory is ridiculous. It is quite possible
that Mr. Wallace found these two cir-
cumstances .in existence, and that he
grieved over them, but few will accept
the view that they were sufficient to
“break his heart.”

4’—_

The Wardner News says:. William
O’Brien, late president of the Miners’
Union- at Rossland, who this week con-
fided 'his troubles to the Spokesman-
Review, states that “the condition of af-
fairs in Rossland and Northport is simi-
lar to that of Wardner, Idaho, after the
trouble.” If Mr. O’Brien has blundered
into the truth in this statement the peo-
ple of Northport and Rossland are to be
congratulated. We can assure them that
Wardner has been in pretty fair con-
dition “since thie trouble”—a marked im-
prm"ement over what it was before.

e

Canadian forests are capable of sup-
plying the world with pulp wood- alone
for 840 years, on the basis of 1,500,000
tons of manufactured pulp a year. This
is the estimate of J. M. Langelier, sup-
erintendent ‘of forest reserves of Que-
be?, It is given in a paper to the Can-
adian Forestry aseociation, reproduced
in .the second annual report of the as-
sociaton, just issued. Mr. Langelier
tokes 100,000 tons of pulp yearly as his
balls, that being about the total pro-
duction of the United States.

| A
] Scant sympathy is wasted on re-
jected cup defenders: The breaking up

caused but a passing protest, and now
the yacht Yankee, built- to defend the
.Canada’s cup, has been sold at auction
in Chicago for $225, about half what the
canvas and rigging alone cost. The
truth is that these racing machines are

good for nothing else except cu >
feqdlng. -
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