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-the numnofr eft ils -fnished-the colese
o-the trak-o btfollowed -and- other parti-
culars. Àjother , gentleman censiders that
theêduties ef the Committee should be con.
fined to a thorough investigation of the
Acounts ;y and.my, honorable friend for
Guysborough thinks the Committee of Public
Accounts ,should be charged with the duty
of investigating the Railway expenditures.
A regards the two first, they appear to have
been disposed of already ; for-commissioners
have been appointed, who receive £1,700 to
be divided among them, and whose duty it is
te adjudicate upou all particulars relating to
the route of the road, by the aid of their
engineer, and to render the accounts to this
House in every possible way and shape, both
in the aggregate and particulars, so that we
may know the cost of every mile of railroad,
and of the whole, as far as it is finished ; so
that every member of this House may an-
alyze, dissect, and understand them. To
appoint a committee, therefore, to attend to
this duty, would only be' doing what ought
to have been done before.

The most important point of consideration,
is that which has been thrown out by my
Hon. friend from Guysborough, and I regret
to differ from him in opinion. I have al-
ways considered that the duty and responsi-
bility of laying out the route of Railway
ought to rest with the Commissioners. What
can a Committee do on that subject? They
may make enquiries, and examine Witness-
es; but it is utterly impossible for them to
arrive at, a proper conclusion ; because they
could not get at the neocessary information.
On the other hand, the Commissioners have
their officers al along the line, who judge by
personal and occular observation, and I may
uay that I believe 'both officers and Commis-
aioners would act for thebest interestsof the
Country. The same subject occupied the
attention of the-Houselast· Session, andthe
Ilose could only come to the conclusion
that it- was best to leave the matter in the
hands of the Commmissioners. The Com-
mittee eau only form an opinion on loose and
insufficient information. It may be well to
appoint a Committee toîinvestigate the ac-
counts ; but I think there will be little ben -
efit resulting froin their labours, as regards
the location of ,the line.

Mr. M. I. Wilkins considered the committee'
proposed to be appointed a very important
one. I think the oommittee of Public Ac.
counts will not consider sufficiently the sub-
jeet of the Railroad. They have enough to
do besides. We want a specialcommittee to
investigate thoroughly what money has been
expended, and whether it has been properly
exp6tded ; to inform us, in fact, what we
have received for the £216,000 that has
been expended, and how muoh of the railroad
has been built4-so that a'committee is ao-
tually indispensable ; and I-take it for grant-
ed that when any other 'públic works are'
necessary'tôi be consid@td;,they should"be"
referred· to thuesamie obraàiffee,'âid thatT

every hon. member :of-thigdiónum>habbm
have-the opportùnity ofreiplaining hisftibwk
before it.f In deference tt hy'hnfieids
from GuysboÉough, 1 -thinkathe tommidteè
ought to be appointed-..but I hàve4ëdry great
objections thatit should be 'anpacked commit.
tee (laughter) ;'and I wish !it, may'be a
large committee, in order thàt their report
maybe satisfactory te théProvineb"

, Mr. Annand agreed with the last speaker
that the sübject should be'tried out4à re'gards
expenditure, but had very, great ,objections
that thé power of the Commlsionersand)the
Governor in council, underithaaw/shoùld
be frittered away, when they:had proceeded
with the work, and entered -into i'coùtri'ctsî
which it was for the interests of the countr)
to have completed. :

Hon. J W. Johnston said that most'of:the.
information would be obtained by'theieprt,
of the commissioners.,

Mr. Wilkins-The committee shold receive
information from every source'; th& reÊ'irt
might be ontested cSrsupported. Thei greate
object would he ,to make the commissioners&
render a proper report of ýdur whole ýrailway7
affairs. The comnittee coul&go far "beyorld
and wide of the report altogether.

Hon. Attorney General-.-Let ,ùé s4e now
what is the actual course ý of this businese
No money can be drawn for the *ork witheioit
the signature of three commissioners ; 'dvéj
shilling is verified by the signature :of thrée;
and at the end of every qüaÎteran exact
balance sheet is struck'and cheoked:by, om2e
member of the Government. Ihave:a1ia'ya
done'thatimyself. '-Then, as regards the còi>
struction' of the railway, its is done;by tentî
der and contraot ;' sethat, let notgentlerd'ha
suppose we have -anything to conceal. ,We
court the Most afnple enquiry, soathaetlid
House and people may know that altis rigft.
I hope it will be a largescóminitteé; whô'ilF9
find that in the whole-icenductiâ-of 'thê
business, there is not a shilling wrong?;kthat'
they may enquire of 'thec&miissi ne'rs-
where are your letters ? whre''isy
respondence? m '

There are contracta, now being' taken to thel
amounts of £20,OOO and it should be enqui-
ed-have you taken the lowest tonderÏ? Alad
other particulars like that. We cohdeni.
quiry ; s so,"that-insiniating ,that 'theMi¾
any thing" td be"tfond out, *herêth8fetW'
nothing -to be'fondùont, la rather premâtur"
The -subject should be"referrêd te thenqûhy
of a largo, intelligent, and respohsible'com-
mittee. At the same; time I'should 'be very
reluctant that any dommittee should under-
take to give the commissioners any diréob
tions as to-the progress of tie 'iWork Whinh
has been already settled by- la

Mr. Marshall.-If 'that bèthe"v"ie'w oft
casé' I think tberé igi-eat nisd
as to the duties of 'this buse àad'aày -
mittee we May appoint. ehoe giy ù
to thé' Oði- f a
Engineer, u
Röad edaght" t W iWo Ù iö d


