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Avoiding direct taxation, always odious and only te be justified by the most pressing nsceseity,' the nous@ of
Assembly seconsidered the usual system of Revenue which bas hitherte been found tg operatS beniecijla,
and saw no reason Io make any material change therein. The resuts of thetr deliberations are embodid in the
saverai Revenue Bills which were sent to Ris Majesty's Council for the concurrence of tbat Board.

Of these Bills, His Majesty'î Councd rotained one, the moast important and productive, until a late bout of th
day, on which t. former Revenue Acte expisedi, and thora sent it to the -Houselof Astembly disagreed go. The
tbers wore raturned to the House barely in time to receivc the Assent of the ·President.

The Acte to provide for the support of His Mtajesty's Government in this Province, and forprumoting its Agricul-
turt, Commerce and Fisheries, by grantiug Duties of Impost on Wine, Brandy, Gin, Rum, and other Dastilled
Spirituous tiquors, Molasses, Coffee and Brown Sugar, and wbich it was the object of the Bill disagreed to to
continue, having zpired, the Country was thus deprived of the greater portion of its ordinary Revenue. The
owtners of dutiable articles were not slow te avai themselves of this public misfortune, this Was not unknown to
the Houe of Auembly, but tbey wore willing to sacrifice their feelingî te the good of the Country, and according.
;y they passed another Bill granting supplies to Hia Majesty's Governmrent.

With reference to this Bill is Ms.j esty's Cuuncil bava intormed the louse. 'bat parliamentary usage (if ne o-
ther obstacle existed) would bave prevented the Coincil from making it the subject of their deliberations, au inti.
nation which the House received w 1th equai surprise and regret, since it would theance appear that because au aid,
auounting in the whole te about se itn hundied poituds nore thran the neesssities of the Governiment (in the opini.
In of the Council) wouldrequire for the presient ycar, had been granted to His lajesty by the Hutse, Kit Ma'
2esty's Council thouglat it advisable te reject, ait a late hour of the day ait which the former Revenue Acte expired,
, B31 by which upwards of Twenty.five Thousand Pounds would have probably been paid iato the provancial
Treasury. The Bill last disagreed to did not contain, as the Cuuncl erroneously conceive, only a slight allers.
t a int tites. it contairs another one, without ithicha it wuniid not havm been comformable to Ris Wajeoty's
)tayal Instructions; and this Bili alsoroceived the dissent of His Majesty's Council.

But boides, the expiration of the Law under whici Duties similar to those iruposed by this Bill wore collected
the introduction into the Market, free of Duty, of the articlos subject te those Duties, and the sltered state of cite
cuomstancesthereby induced, rendered the Bill of a substartialy different nature, and well worthy of considdration
5y ail wlio were desirous ta see the Province in the possersion of a Revenue applicable to o bjecte of internai
amprovemert. Ris Majety's Council did, in Conference, auggest to the flouse chat the reduction of the Duties
generally would increase the amount et the Revenue, yet His Majety's Coincil by their Message of the d4 fi.
..eem to bu of opinion, that a necessity does net exist for a Rtevenue equal in amount te that heretofore poessed by
the Province; upon wbat grounds His Majesty' Coutncil can arrive at the latter conclusion, the House are at a 'ose
.±ven to conjecture. The Province is now tobject t a Funded Debt of Twenty ix Thousand'Poundo, for wbich it
pays interest, and a Floating Debt of Vifty-five Thousand Poundi-to a Civil List, and the necessary charges e Go.
Verniment, amounting annually to more tain sixteen thousand pourds, while the Ronde and Bridges, and.other ob.
jecte of internai improvement, require at annuai exponditure of large soms f Money-The H ouise ofAssenably
e:o therefore, siscerely regret tuat Bis Majesty's Coutncil should be under snch rroneous impressions . and the
ftouse are convinced, that if His Mjaesty's Council bad as full an opportunity a% the Bouse of tssembly have of
persorally observing the benoficial effect of that expenditure, those impressions would cese bo have existence.

As little foundation is there for tie idea, tbat a reductioni of the Duties upona the articles to the extent proposed
by His lajes ty's Council, would in the circumstances of the Province, and with rterence to the habitlof the peu-
pige, ircrease the Revenue. Brandy and Wines are both consumed by persont in good circmmstances, Rum by
te Foot, and the House cannot concur in the opinion, ahat tte consumption of the latter. [if suchi an abject were
0% legititnate vne) will be increased by a reduction of two.pence on the gallon. The House are therefore et a lois
to understand, how Commerce would flourish by the reductions suggested, since the Merchant receives, in the in-
treased price of bis commodity, the anouti of the duty, whatever it may be. In trutb, if the House of Assembly
bad adopted the suggestion of Hi6 Majesty's Couacil. the ievernue would bave been greatly diminithed, the Pub.
-lt Debt increased, and at the next Session the House would have heen either obliged te double the amount of
<he Funded Debt or to impose a direct Tax upon their constituents to discharge it.

With referencetn the aime allowed His Majesty's Council to give their Assent to .bo Revenue Bills, thelfouse
refera the Cotncil te Ihat occupied by the Counci in the consideration of Revenue Balls for many years past fret.
quently ont, and seldom more thain two daya

His Majesty's Oeuncil taite to the House, liat it was net " until after the Council had reeeived s communication
foma the liuse, that they could not consider ite subject ut the previous Cortafrnce" ihat a is Majesty's Counp
cil agreed to al ithe Revenue Bills except the one containing the adjitional lty. Yet, in fact, those Bille bad
passed into a Law before hat communication was transritted frtr, the House t.) the Coun cil.

It is not ltnknown ta His Majesty's Council, that à Duty of one shilling srid eour pente par gallon, was imposed
upon all Foreign Brandy, Gin and Cordials, imported into this Province, by an Act of the Colonial Legilature,
pasred in the year 1826, nor is itnow unknown te the House that tihe Duty of -ie shillng and fou: pence was collected
ri addition te thatf uone stilling imposed by the Act of the Imperial Fa:h1amenr. and chat subseq4tently,'taur pence
pet gallon wa returned tothe Importer#. and tccident alone, discovred this to the House. That tiheProvincial is-
lature intended to impose a Dufy on Foreign Brandy, equat in amount to about two shillings and six pence Cure
rency, ina that and the succeeding years of 1827, 1828, and 1629, is obvious net only from the apparent tameanng of
:the Colonial Act referred to, but from the circumstanee cf the Duty baving beea actually collected by -tme 0ficer
.of the Revenue. The House of Asuetbly were tberefore much surprized, the present Session, te Snd chat two hibil
lin oui per gallon had been collected in those vesa.

n referraing, howevera the Colonial Act, the flouse perceived that' this intention'hadeir1eIeu<ed 'to un-
expected opeuation of the proviso, in the'bird Section of the Act et Ile!. Desirous to:reetify a sistekwby which
two thuuand soyen hundred pounds were already lotto the Provincial Reveaue, the Houas, during the present

ssion, added four peuce psr gallo t the Duty upon Spirits of British Manufacture, (of which bât Ttttte 'corne
bere) for the sele pwpose et afcting Forele BrWndy, Gin and Cordialr, Ibhe Iqiial 'dt" dItatÏg the Offitre of
the Ciusto1s to levy a Duty of'onU abiltlag Sterling *mpbsed by tilst e1pontE 'Fd W>StW.-anid aie* W*atrer
Duty should be inod by'sily hdtdf ti 1nisf latur, in' th ef'Db ib ot efe
fect therefore, of lhe addition of four pence pet gallon oun sucb Spirits ,'ià'bc te indi tely D& r4ma i !y,
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