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Avoiding direct tazation, always odious and only to be justified by the most pressing necessity,’ the House of
Ansembly 1econsidersd the ususl system of Revenue which bas hitherto boen found 10  opsrats  beneficially,
and saw 6,0 reason 10 make any material change thetein. ‘The resuits of therr deliberations are embodied in :{o
vaveral Revenge Bills which weresent to Hiv Majesty’s Council for the concurrenca of that Board. .

Of thess Bills, His Majesty’» Councyl retained oue, the most finportant and productive, until & late hour of the
day, on which the formes” Hevenue Acts expited, and thon sent it to tho -House of Assombly disagreed to. The
wihers were raturned to the House bately in time to0 receive the Assent of the President,

The Acws to provide for the support of His Majesty’s Government in this Province, and for prumoting its Agricul-
1are, Commerce and Fisheries, by granting Dusies of Impost on Wine, Brandy, Gin, Rum, and other Dustilled
Spisituous Liquors, Molasses, Coffce and Brown Sugar, and which it was the object of the Bill disagreed to to
coutinue, having oxpited, the Country was thus deprived of 1ke greater portion ot its ordinary Revenue. The
owners of dmiable anicles wers not slow to avail themselves of this public misfortune, this was not unknown to
the Howe of Assembly, but they wers willing to sacrifice their foelings to the guod of the Country, and aceording-
iy they passed another Bill granting supplies to His Mz2jesty’s Government,

With refersnce to this Bill His Majesty's Cyuncil have intormed the liouse, that parliamentary ussge (if na o-
tberobstacle existed) would have prévented thio Council frum smaking it the subject of their deliberations, an intis
mation which the House received w'th equal surprise and reqret, sinco it would thence appoar that because anaid,
amounting in the whole to about se ren hundied pounds more than the necessities of the Government (in the opini.
on of the Council) would vequire {for the present year, had been granted to His Majesty by the House, His Mas
seaty’s Council thought it advisable to reject, a1 a late hour of the day on which the furmer Revenue Acts expired,
« Bil} by which upwards of Twentysfive Thousand Pounds would have probably been paid iato the Provincial
‘Treasury. The Bill Jast disagreed to did not contuin, as the Council erroneously conceive, only a slight sliera,
tion in thetitle, It contains another one, without which it would not have becn comformable to His Majesty's
Hoyal Instruetionss and this Bill alsoreceived the digsent of His Majesty’s Council,

But besides, the expiration of the Law ander which Daties similar to 1hose impoged by this Bill were collected
the introduction into the Murket, free of Duiy, of the articlos subject to those Duties, and the altered state of cire
cumstances thereby induced, rendered the Bill of a substantially different natue, and well worth’ of consideration
17y a3l who were desirous to see the Provines in the possessionof a Kevenus applicable to objscts of inernal
improvement.  His Majesty’s Council did, in Conference, suggest to the Housethat the reduction of the Duties
«enerally would increase the amount ot the Revenue, yet His Majesty’s Council by their Mewsage of the 3d inse.
ssem 10 be of opinion, that a necessity does not exist fur a Revenue equal in amount to that heretofore possessed by
the Province; upon what graunds Hia Majesty’s Couucil can arrive at ths latier conclusion, the House are at a lows
<ven to conjecture. The Province is now wubject 10 a Funded Debt of ‘Twenty.six Thousand Pounds, for which it
pays inturest, and a Fioating Debtof Fifty-five Thousand Poundi--to a Civil List, and the necessary charges of Gos
vernment, amounting annually to more than sixteen thousand pounds, while the Roads and Bridges, and other ob.
Jecte of internal improvement, require an annuai expenditure of large sums of Money—The House of Assembly
o tharefose, siucesely rogret that His Majesty’s Council sbould be under such e¢rroneous impressions ; snd the
tivuse are convinced, that if His Mujesty’s Council had as full an opportunity asthe House of Assembly have of
persotally observing the beneficial eifect of that expenditure, those impressions would ceass to have existence.

As litlle foundation is there for the idea, that a reduction of tho Duties upon the articles to the extent proposed
by His Majesty's Council, would in the circumstances of the Province, and with reterence to the habitsof the peo-
ple, incrense the Revenue, Brandy and Wines arc buth copsumed by persons in good circamstances, Rum by
ke Poor, and the House cannot concur in the vpinion, shat the conaumption ef the latter, (if such au object wore
a legitimate one] will bs increased by a reduction of twoapence on the gaflon, ‘The House are therefors ata loss
to understand, how Commerce would fourish by the reductions suggested, sines the Maerchant receives, in the in-
creased price of his commodity, the amount of the duty, whatever it mn{ be. In truth, if the Howuse of Assembly
bad adopted the suggestjon of His Majesty’s Council, the ilevenue would bave been greatly diminwhed, the Pub.
‘lic Debt increased, and at :he next Session the House would have haen either abliged to douhls the amount of
tbe Funded Deobt or to jmposs a direet "Tax upon their consticuents to discharge it.

With veference to the 1ime aliowed His Majesty’s Council to give their Assent to the Revenue Bills, the Houre
refers the Council to that occupied by the Council in the consideration of Revenuo Bills for many years past fres
4uently one, and seldom more than two days

His Majesty’s Gouncil wtate to the House, that it was ot ** until after the Council bad' received a communication
f:om the House, that they could not comsider the subject of the previous Corference®* that His Majesty’s Couns
cil agreed to all the Revenue Bills except the one contsining Lhe additional Duty, Yet, in fact, thoe Kil!l had-
passed into a Law before that communication was transmitted {rom the House t) the Council,

It iy not nnknown to His Majesty’s Council, that 4 Duty of one shilling and four pence per gallon, was imposed
upou all Foreign Brandy, Gin and Coxdials, imported into this Province, by an Act of the Colonial Legisiature,
passed ip the year 1826, nor is itnow unkaown to the House that the Duty of ~ie shilling and fous pence was collected
m addition to thatof gne stilling imposed by the Act of the Imperial Parlizment, and that subsequently, ‘tour pence
per gatlon was returned to the limportets, and ccident alore, Qiscovered this to the House. That the-Provineial Legis-
fatyre intended to impoge a Duty on Fureign Brandy, equal in amount to about two shillings and six pence Cure
rency, in that and the succeeding years of 1897, 1838, and 1829, is obvious not only from the apparent meaning of

‘the Colonial Act referred to, but from the circumstanee of the Duty baving been getually collected by -the Officers
-of the Revenue. The House of Avsenbly were thersfore much surprized, the present Session, 10 find that two shils

lings only per gallon had been collected in thoes years, L . , e
n referring, however, to the Colonial Act,the flouse percsived thatthis ‘intention’had been defented by the un.
expected operation of the proviso, in thetbird Section of the Aet ot 1826. Desitousto rectify 8 mistakerby which
two thuusand seven hundred pounds were sizeady lost to the Provincisl Revenue, the House, duriog the present
Segsion, added four pence pe:énllon to the Dug‘upon Spirits of British Maaufacture, (of which bat ‘littfe ‘comes
* here) for the sole purpose of affectiy Foreign Brandy, Gimn and Cordiuls, the fmyierial ‘Aét diiseting the Officen of
the Customs'to levy s Duty of ‘'on® shilliag Sterling mpined by thist At cu‘l'mnfs'pﬁj&'.j‘md slso ‘Whatever
“Puty shovld be imposed by'srly ACtof thie Colbvidl Legislature, tyion’ Sgitith of Britbh Wadufdtrure ; iicafivthu’efs
fect thesefors, of the addition of four pence per gallon oo suck Spirits, will b to' acrerte-tiie'thity o' F i lﬂﬂg@g.
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