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bappy who but for religion would have been
wretéhed and miserable. While, on the other

T o7 i {band, bew many have cast off religions restraint

“ify ain Countree,”

1 am fraé my hame, an’ I'm weary ofteriwhiles,

For the Janged-for hame-bringing, an’ my Fath-
er's welcome smiles ;

I'li ne’er be'fa’ content until my.cen do see - _

The gowden gates of Heaven, and my sin souns
tree.

The earth is flecked wi’ ow'rs, mony-tinted, fresh

an’ gay, .
The birdies warble blithely, for my Father made
them sap; )

But these, -"@m an’ these soun’s will as nasthing

"be to me,

‘When T hear the angels singing in my sin coun-

tree,
I've his gide word of promise, that some glad-
some day the King ’ *
To His ainroyal palsce his banished Bame’ will

bring :
Wi e¢n and wi’ hearts running owre we shall oo
« The'’King in'his beauty” an” our ain coutitresi

My sins has been mony, an’ my sorrowa bae besn
aaur,

But there they’ll never vex me, nor. be semem-+
bered mair; -

His bluid hath made me white, his hand shall dry,
mine ee,

When He brings me hame at last to my ain
coumtree.

Like a bairn to its mither, a wee birdie tdvits
nest, 1517
1 wad fair be ganging noo unto my Baviour's
breast;
For He gathers in ‘his bosom witless, Worthless
" Jambs like me,
And carries them himsel’ to His ain countree.

He's faithfa’ that hath promised, Me'll - surely
come again U

He'll keep his tryst wi’ nie, at what hour I dinna
ken ; % .

But He bids me still to wateh, an’ ready ‘syw to]
B L "2

To gang st ony moment (o miy ain countree. -

80 Pm walching aye st singing o’ my bame as |
wait, ’
Fofthe soun’ing of His footfu’ this dide the gow-
“ den gate.
God gie Hié grace to ilk ane wha listens noo to
me,
That we o’ may gang in gladuness to'our ain eoun-

tree.
N, Y. Observer.
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Thé Value of Religion for this
World.

The import of much that is thought and said
on the subject of religion is, that it is only valu-
able in its relation to a future world, that in its
relation {o the present life it is an embarrase-
ment, an obstacle in the way of progress, a hind-
ranes to many of those attainments which are the
tife-work of a Iarge portion of the hiaman race.
But a greater fallacy could not prevail. True,
the future holiness, happiness, and gloFy of
the human soul is the crowning end of the reli-
gion of the'Bible; * the grace that is to be
brought .ynfd ts at the reyelation of Jesus Christ”
is the hope of the believer. Nevertheless, hé
who vicws religion only in this light, who attaches
to if but lit{le yalue to this world, has hiled t
form a true’ estimate of it, and has mistook its
real character. * Godliness is profitable unto alf
things, having promise of* the Tife that now is,
and of that which is to come.” The author of
the holy religion of Jesus Christ intended it not
only to give hope of immortality and eternal fife
hereafter, but also as a pandcea for many of the
innumersble ills which infest this world, and a
bulwark of defence against temptation and sin.
Religion in its relation to this world was not
intended for the closet, or for in-door use, mor
yet forthe Christian assembly only. Neither
was it duig"ned to be seen only on the Babbath
and a few other boly days. It was intended for
the storms and rough conflicts of every day bu-
man life. It is fittad to meet and grapple with
the sternest adversities, and the boldest tempta-
tions that meet us in the Tough pathway of oyr
existence. 'There is no sorrow that religion can-
mot assuage, no adversity for which it cannot
afford an antidote, no temptation that it canmet
lift up a standard against, and enable us guesess-
fally to resist it, and uriumph in a complets ‘vic-
tory over it .

It is salvation, not merely emotion, ughp,
ner yet form, ceremony, duty ; it is all these and
more. 1t is the love of all spiritusl good, and
the hatred of all moral evil, no matter what its

guise or color. It is aprinciple of rightecusnéep
and holiness implanted in'the soul that qualifies
and &rms the p sor to fully combat
the adversities and temptations of the world.
It makea wise kings, and instructs the judges of
the éarth. It moulds the counsels of the ngtion
in righteousness and equity, and exalts the peo-
ple to dignity and honor. It deals with husband
and wife, parent and children, master and “ser-
vant, is no fane nor corner of human life
where religion may not be profitable, and where
its holy influences may not bless and comfort the
soul. In riches or poverty, in learning or ignor-
ance, in health or sickness, 1ii"youth or old age,
in life or death, in all circumstances and condi-
tions, in all times, and places, the king on his
throne, the statesman at his desk, the lawyer in
his office, the merchant on 'change, the méchanic
at his bench, the sailor on the sea, and the sol-
dier on duty, may each find their chief good in re-
ligion, and by it be saved from the temptation
peculiar to their respective stations.

The history of the human family affords mill-
ions of fustrations of the facts just stated.
What bad religion not done? In fiery farnaces
and at the martyr’s stake are the records of in-
fluence and power. But these are not its great-
est achievements. It has transformed hells into
heavens. Ithas entered the homes of wretched-
ness, and shime, and woe, and rescued the vie-
tims of itnpérity and crime, made them amisble,
virtadus and useful. Where intelleet, learning,
nocial position and self-respect have failed; the
Benial influence of religion has entered and ro-
deemed and saved. The experience of the Rev.
John Newton, and the history of Colonel Gurdi:
o a7¢ but dingle instances from atnong mill-
fons of thepower of grace to traniform snd
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{andFefaded 188 inluence of true godliness, whose

subikqtient career has shown the danger and
mdoo’a!&on who say “ that all religion is
veitt.”

The gréat want of the world is religion. Itis

she remedy for sin, the antidote for pain. There
are many thel nothing but religion can save from
o life ‘of infamy and shame. Religion, received
aad énjoyed; would shut up every bar-room in
the land ; it would close the deors of every gam-
ing hell, it would abolish every system of fraud
and’‘Peculation, it would discharge the police
force’n évery city, it woyld empty every prison,
it would mske every home happy, and it would
purify évery heart. It would redeem and direct
isn fdfidite amount of talent and moral force in
shanriels 'of aséful and hsppiness, which is
mow perverted or lost. )
. No man is safe, even in this life, without true
godliness ; with it, cherished and maintained by
& life of " watchfulness and prayer, he is safe in
every piace where duty calls him. And this is
palvation.  Reader, have you religion? Are
you hv'bd’? Or do you regard it as only having
pelation o the fature world ? Beware of so fatal
4 délusion | Make religion your choice to live
by, and in all your ways acknowlede God and he
will direct your paths.

->ew

For the Provincisl Wesleyan.

The Backslider.
Where is he P What is he doing ? And what
are Wis expectations® Alss! The answer toeach
of these questions, is like Psekiol's roll, ** writ-
ten within and without with lameatations
mourning and woe.” Whereis he ? Not where
he ought to be, not whers he onoe was, not
where God weuld heve'him;' ' A few menthsago,
Leaw him “ walking in the eounsel of the un-
godly.” ARerwards I observed him *
ja thie way ‘of sinners.” Now I think I behold
hini yonder, * silfing in'the seat of the scorn-
fol” “What ! i that the young man who used
to phay ‘in Thé’ meefing, and talk so heavenly in

'n{4be Vbluss-room?  Yes, the very ome. A few

year¥ dgo God often saw him in the closet, and
graciomly came ‘down and talked with him there,
a8 he would wilhagly do again. Bat the closet
is a forsaken place. It is no longer a congenial
dpot. He does not wish to be alone with God.
He bas mot altogether discarded the house of
God. ‘SBometimes 1 ¥ée him there, but he looks
unhappy. His sountenance tells me, he is griev-
ing the Bpirit of God. When close warm-hearted
sppéals come from the pulpit, he appears restive.
O what'a comment upon thess painfal words,
* Thete is no peace saith my God to the wicked ! *
And whe on earth is wicked, if the Backslider is
not ? ‘1§ it not & wicked thing for a human be-
ing, who through grace has found his way to
Caivary, to turn bis back on the Blessed Jesus,
and walk away, while the pleading Baviour urges
him to femaid P O, sinner did you not find it
hard work to trample on the blood of thy Re-
deemer ? And next to that, was it not difficult
to say adieu to thy loving associates, whose faces
were Zion-ward P But thou hast done it. Not
suddenly, but by gentle degrees, * Hardemed
through the deceilfulness of sin.” Who are thy
companions now P Not Jesus, nor thy Christian
friends. Yet there is hope. I see him among
the living. Yes, thanks be to God, he is this
side “the grave. He is not teo far to return
again. The grieved Spirit is striving still.
Christians yet pray for him. Jesus says come.
While -¢onscience is yet sore. He may be re-
stored. Buf what ‘iz he doing? Alas! he is
not idle. * Phere is a progression'in sin, as well
a in holiness. God’s children go forward by
« gonfamuance in well-doing.” The children of
the evil ene, by continuance in evil doing. The
poor backsfider is at work. His mental and
bpbysioal powers find employment. Hark ! how
be wies 'the tongue. O, what language to be
written down'in God's great book up yonder.
What's that I hear him saying to a professor of
religion ! * You had better come to the dance.
We shall have a jolly time. You know as well
a8 I, that mere than half of your Christians are
bypoerites. I tried religion for awhile, and I
am happier now than when I was afraid to speak
or act lest I ehould do wrong.” Ab, how soon
thee image of the Father is seen ! He was s liar
from the beginting.” Your eonscience told you,
backslider, that you were lying wilfully when
you made those statéments. How sad the faet,
that this unhappy eresture should thus work, in
orderte drag others with him to perdition. Look
yonder,wee him neur the swine's fleld. What is
he doing' ! He svenis to be trying to eat some-
shing ; but ob, it is bard for a laman being to
take swine’s food I Some try it, but it is the
isht resart, to quench the painful hunger of the
soul. Onee you had good bread around our
Father'’s table, which you ate with clean hands
and a thankfol heart. Let me ask, were you
| not. happier then than sow, while trying to mas-
tieate thoes tough busks.

Again, see how strange he acts! Is he in-
sane 7 Why thoee irregular movements P Why
those noddings P Cannot the soul govern the
body P Why will not the feet and hands obey
ie formerly the dictates of the vigilant spirit ?
4Ab, the machinery of the mind is eut of order.
The fcmes of aloohol will soon disarrange the
strongest intelleet. He is trying to ease: his
restless soul by potations, from hell’s places of
worship en earth !

sl .
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Will you sport upen g-brink,
Of gver woe.”

Put what are his anticipations P Like other
human beings he must look forward, but like
100 many, the looks extend mno farther than the
present world. The fidure beyond he tries to
keép out of his mind, Yet in spite of his efforts,
the solemn thought comes up from the inner
mlammm What shall
shortly be my doom ? Where shall I live for-
ever ?. For no human being can think that he
will gyer. pease to exmist ! It is only sensual
sien op. earth who indulge such s thought. The
immartal soul indigaantly repels the ides of an-
iliilation. | canmet bear the thought of living
with Jesus; who onte smiled upon me; but whom
of making my bed in hell,  But that need not
be the.ease 5 | may yet repent, and expeet to do
o, bus. not‘now. Perhapshe obtaine s little
comfort lrém- the wnaeriptural doetyine, some-
K -_"';‘-"fra’.“, w i e
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times tanght,—that all backsliders will be re-
slaimed before they die. Or perbaps, from the
more monstrous délusion that osee forgiven al-
ways forgiven, and that all those misdoings are
only some of the necessary wanderings and in-
firmities of God’s people, in order to do them
good. But while trying to rest upon such mo-
tions, his heart is troubled with fearful misgiv-
im,“peq'.ny when he opn-tlnBiNond
reads, * If theu seek him he will be found of
thee ; but if thou forsake him, He will cast thee
off forever.” 1 ehrom. ii. 8, 9.—“ If & man
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch,
and men gather them, and east them into tho“
fire, and they are burned.” John xv. 6,—* But
if the salt ‘have lost his savor, wherewith shall
it be salted P* Matt. v. 13,—“ But your_ims-
iquitios have separated betyéem you and your
Ged.” Tssish lix. 2.—* And the last state of
that man is worse than the first.” Matt. xii. 45,

Bat yet there is hope. The backslider as well
as any sinmer may come to Jesus. It will be
humbling work to get on your knees and beg
pardon from him whom you have treated so un-
kindly. Bat try him. As he did not upbraid
you at the first, neither will he now.

* He upbraideth not.” Who ever heard of
Jesus saying # returning sinners ot backsliders,
your sins 'are of sich an aggravated character,
that T have a great mind not to pardon them at
all,—Or a8 T have alreddy forgiven you several
times, and now perhaps if T'do it again, you wiil
probably forget it in'thrée months time. Jegns
vever talks that way. - He lovés to forgive. He
wails to bé gracious. But he cannot, secording
to his own arrangément, until you come. Wil
you eome * Look yonder, see him wiping his
eyes | tears are flowing—his heart is moving
with emotion. Though he stands near the herd
of swine, yet he:is"looking in the direction of
his Father's hottsd. Hark, what did I hear P “1
will aribe and go te my father™ Ses e’y coming.
Bloss the Lord he's coining. And the Fatheris
coming too. Yes, and faster thap the prodigal.
“Horan™ &e. Qlory to God, the backalider
is home again. " G.0.H.
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Illustrations.in the Pulpit.

In leoking ever an old velome of the'Quarter-
ly Christian Speetator Lhe sther-day, T was straek
with the foree and truth of the following obeervae-
tions in s review of the Remaine of the Rev.
Carlos Wilsox

* Facts which illustrate divine truth are of
great importance in sermons. The providences
of God often give s solemn and srousiug em-
phasis to the instrustions of the word. ‘And they
deserve more attention and ube in the pulpit than
they have. Wo by no means advocate story-tell-
ing in the pulpit. But we think well chosen
facts, properly intreduced, and of & Nerieus and
impressive charaster; may be of great use in
fastening meve didactis instruetions: wpon the
minds of heavers.

“ Bome preashers, it is true, can safely give
themselves more latitude in this thing than most
others. Suek men as Rowland Hill, Bachus,
¢ Father Mills,” and Mr. Walloek, can say things
in the palpit which net one man in & hundred
eould say to good effest, witheus their peeulinr
character and habits of mind. Still every preach-
er can interweave fasts of a purely serivas cha-
racter into his discourses which shall be of pow-
erful effect. Every minister would flnd benefit
to himself and his hearers, from keoping on his
table & _faet-dook—a much better article, by the
way than a ‘ common-place hook’-—~in which he
might nete, every day, something which will be
of use.in the illustrations of the pulpit. BSome
hearers will receive and Yemember a thought
whiok is ilustaated by a faet, when, withoat any
such means to fix their attention, they may not
understand it, or remember it for an hour.

This last suggestion is-eminently wise, and I
wish 1 could impress my younger brethren in the
ministry with the im pdrtanee of aeting uponit at
once. I have practiced upon it to some extent
for twenty years, and only wish I had carried out
the plan more systematically and thoroughly. All
our reading, stady, and eonversation,and obeer-
vation of men and things, may thms be pressed
inte the service of the pulpit. Even our daily
newspaper reading may fnrnish ms with impor-
tant and striking faets for illustrating some Bible
truth. How the Great Preacheremployed these
illustrations gatbered from everything around
Him, the sower and his seed, the lily, the flsher-
man and his Dets, the sparrows s0ld in the mar-
ket, the falling of the tower in Siloam, and the
Galileans slsin at the aitar, the woman making
her bread and the merchant seeking pearls, the
treasure bid in a feld, and the half-murdered
way-side traveler, these ate but specimens of the
way in which He used fasts, common and famili-
ar, to set home and 8z in mind great and vital
truths. How efien we have & faiint and indistinet
recollection of some fact that we have seen in
some book or paper, but cannot reeall it with
sufficient aeeuracy o use it in the pulpit. I we
had only written it down haw mueh would we
give. But it is gone, We bad better not mse
it at all, than te mistake it in any important par-
ticular. Some make liftle conacience of sesuracy
in stating facts. They will throw jp the shading
and make it quite a different thipg. Our hearers
are not slow to discern this. fome men make
| facts, and justify it as a kind of parable. This is
sll wrong. The utmost regard te treth should
be ebserved in all sur statements. The end
eannot justify the mesns. God will not own a
falsehood to advamce trath Make a fact-book
then, and make it at onoe.—Christian Herald.

Giving up the Prayer Moeting.

In a season of religious declension, when two
or three Christians bore the whole burden of
sustaining a weekly prayer meeting, an excellent
deacon proposed to us to discentinue it, We
told him frankly that if he was weary of the
yoke he might lay it down, but we should keep
up the meeting, if no other brother would give
us help, He remained faithfyl, and in s few
weeks rejoiced over a glorious outpouring of the
Spirit.— Waichman and Reflector.

Some give up the prayer-meeting by staying
away, and would let it die by negleet; others,
by discentinuing it for a time ; and others kill it
as you have been showing us, or perhaps it might
a8 well be termed 'murder it. '

An incident occurs which may be related as
follows: A certain minister engaged to preach in)

‘ L8
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they, had no very couveniant place, Afler some
consultation it was prepoded . io.give' np- the
prayer-meeting. There wonld be s saving of ex-

| tren, and the poer old les! was wrenshed off and
driven ovex fenees aad flelds, a loag distance, till
it foll into o garden, The old man watched it

pense, as it would east twenty-five cents am eve-| and follewed it most sarmestly.
ning A0 warm qnd Jight a2etmeadit. weald be{ ¢ Now,'said the Angel of Time,  mark the re-

‘some (rouble to hold it aé:private homses.  Well,’
replied the minister, # Porhaps it woeld, and as
taey were on the plan of retrynchment, perhaps
it would be better 30 have presching enly ome-
fougth of the time, which/would sswe esmsider-.
sbla . On the.whale, it:nuight: e hest.Lo give up
axperse, which would be quite s item. And far-
ther,” be remarked, ' parkags they. cctld save
something in other respeais. - There wee.the Seb-
bath,.which was now.lost Seall profitable laber ;
fifty-two in a year—whet & sexing, if they sheuld
no losger be kept-aa holy time! . Thea we are
required by the Bible to.da ta ethers ps we would
they should do te us, which involved e lass, for
aotherwise we might take the advantage—deceive
or cheat.a listle, | Mow. such-might be saved by
laying aside.the rules God has.giten uy, aud fol-
lowing out oar own,inclinations ; stasage this has
never been theught of befess Te whes & discov.
ery bas this idea of giving ap the prayer-mesting
led! Will pot the warld bavemesson 10 biess ns
for_the delibemations of this.ovesing2”. , .

What affect .this speseh of the.minister bad,
or whather the propesition. to give up the preyer-
meeting was adopled, we aze not informed ; but
we have no doubt,ia meny places and with meay
minds, the argament. would appear. logieal and
unanswerable, , Thet minister’s propositiens
would gain many sonverts ...

“Bat there is o, moral worthy. of sotise—ibe
results of little departures in the heginning, and
giving mp.ox. neglesting the mesns . of grase as
they come ia their turns. , Ooe who neglests his
oloset will by and. by neglest the prayer-menting,
then the Babbath-achogl, and then will nadery
valag the Sabbath esrvicss, and 40 on with sll
the  requiremaents, of God's Word, A sarefal
attention to these little) things, if they may be
ealled gaeh, is what makes ap the Christian. life,,
and Ci ristian eomfort and usefolnges.—Zien's
Adeeante,

na ’ ' e

How to Keep a Chureh Peor.
A’ writer in the Star eopies from the Congre-
gationalist the follewing, a4 illubtrating how

pummyulmhmmy:

I'knew a chureh that voted te give nothing for
benevolent purposes until their eburch débt was
paid. After three' years® tidl, and years of
drought and pain théy Wéte, théy changed their
policy—began to give, ihd’ then they began to
pay their debt. té 't L] L] - .

I'knew another ehureh which had a debt of
some thirteént theusand dollate. Contributions
{for outside benevolenit purpobes] tentinued, and
gained in amhount, with & comparatively small
songregation, for five years, averagilif about two
thousand a year. In the meantinie, the debt was
reduted to sbout ten thossand ddllars, and all
expenses paid. Now dome good but mistaken
men theught if they ‘would enly haye bad the two
thousand & year for #ve yeais, whith had gone for
other and exesllent purposes indeéd, that would
have paid off the debt. S5 for thres years or
more the debt has béeh thrown nto the' fore-
groand, and with & Yarger eongregation, “eontri-
butiens fell off at ledit two'thirdd. "OF cotrae the
debt was nearly paid! Not a bit of it. ‘Thé debt
the meanwhile increased from.ten thousand to
thirteen thousand again.” ()

Such facts might be multiplied. They will
readily oceut to every otie of ldrge cbsérvation.
Of churches as well as individaals, it is true : —
“ There is that withboldeth mors thas is
but it lendeth lo poverty.” .

- o g g

The Old Withered Leaf
BY THR B8V, JOBX TODBD, b. D.

Aw aged man, musch beut by years; with whilte
thin hair, and shrivelied fase stoed: looking into
& Sabbath-seheel room. There wers muititudes
of children gathered there to dteend the anmiver-
sary, to sing their songs, end ‘them to joia in &
pic-nie.  Who ever kuew shildren to be ubsent
from o pic-nie |- Boon the old man turned away,
and the tears were falling fast, as he reachsd =
benoch ander the big elui and sat‘down' alone. I
thought perhape hewnee had-s child tw' thatréom’
with the ehildren, but new a0°thore{ or perhaps
he wes mournisg that hehad no fuch advantages
when o ohild. So I went to-hisr and said:

* My friend, ean 1 eomfort you? Perhapeil
you will tell me the ssuse of your veurs; I may-be|
able te help you { ~Have you dost:a obild

* No ! but I bave lost something 'hardly less
valuable. I am sn old man.as you sesi = I have
never done anything for the great Master worth

sult

The old man watshed the leaf as it slowly ua-
folded and dropped the little seed upon the
ground. It then spread itself over the seed to
protest it, and soen began to dessy. In & shert
time the leaf wes all turned to dust. Butin the
place wheye it lay there sprung up a little stem !
Presantly it:gtew larger and lasger, till it became
o greet teee, loaded with the most beautiful fruit.
Litthy childsen same and played under its shade
sod.gathered the frnit. Birds came and- bwilt
theig nesta and sang in the branches. A kind
lady came oftenand plireked the fruit and carried
it to the poor, sick people in the neighbourheod.
Poople sent from a great distanes to obtain seions
for grafting their own.  Year after year, for a
century it stood in tbe garden a blessing to all!

‘ Dost thou see what has come out of that lit-
teseed? Baid the Angel to the old man.

“Truly I do, and I marvel that so much good
eonld come from one little seed! But why must
that poor old leal receive and keep that little
seed I’
o« Because it had fallen on the greund in the
thade, under the tree on which the Jeaf hung, it
eotld never have grown, It needed to be brought
here in this very garden, and planted in that very
spot, and it needed the old leaf te cover it and
shelter it, to make it grow. Was that old leaf
nselens P
< 'Qb,ne

¢ Neither will the little’seed whish you receiv-
ed and drepped into the hearts of those little
hoys be leat, Trees of righteousncss will eome
from it yst.’

The old men wept again, but they were tears
of joy. = His heart was glad now.—&. 8. Times.

Literary Influence of Missions.

The bitterast opponents of modern missions
have been eompelled to acknowledge their bene-
ficent influence ; and apart from the moral and
religious fruits of missionary labers, most impor-
tant literary results have been attained. The Bos-
ton Recorder thus elludes to them :

¢ Independent of strictly religious resuits vast
good bas been accomplished by the modern mis-
sionary work upon the general temporal weifare
of benighted nations. Look at literature.

+'1, Missions have furnished sueh nations with
‘a'written language. It is needless to state how
fettered and eramped must be the mind—how
feeble its pregress—how faint its influence over
other minds, and how little can be done in any
way toward intelleetual elevevation, withoat a
written language is the bright and morning star
of hope in regard to mental improvement. What
was not the value of the philosophy, eloq ,
dad every form of intellectual improvement of
Greoos, of the visit of that Phenicien traveller
‘who gave them the alphabet ? Was it mot the
starting point of all her greatness P And what
bave not modern missienaries done for modern
unecivilized natiens by giving them a written lan-
guage? No word ean tell the value of the gift.
It has set in motion the waters that shall pour
floods of priceless blessings upen such nations.
“When letters were invented,’ says a Chinese
writer, * the heaven, the earth, and the gods were
agitated.” *The inhabitants of Hades wept,
and the skiss, as an expression of joy, rained
down ripe grain.’

«g. Noxt, look at the school system which
misions always introduce into heathen lands.
« We must begin with the young,’ has been the
motts. Before the missionaries came on their
errand of love, hext to nothing has been knewn
of care for the imstruction of the young. Bat

= | one of the first movements of the missionaries is

in this direction. The darkmess of their mind
mnst be pierced with the rays of kno xledge, and
the sldritbering mental fasaltios aroused to action.
The seheols, established at first by missionaries,
oreated, after a while, the neeessity and opened
the way for higher seminaries of learning, so that
pow, sonnected with all the older missions, are
institutions fornishing facilities for entering the
higher walks of seienice, and similar to the eol-
leges of our own eountry.

“ 3. With the written language of course bas
gone the press. What a lever is bere to lift up
the benighted pagan world, and overturn the
eolossal superstitions which have crushed, for
thousands of years, the human intelleet!| What
# trumpet-note, announcing to captive mind its
deliverance, is the rattle of the machinery which
drives the modern prees! The American Board
alons bave fifteen printing establishments, and
books hive been printed on presses owned by it
iw'forty-three languages. And in these various

mentioning, And I'mwst disfesling that I havelHenguages every variety of school-books, and

besn a barven tree in his vineysrd” - -

*Have you neves iried to dé. amything for
bim P [+
*Yes; but ] wee old vhen 1 came into the
vineyard. All I have is te teach ond elass of lis-
tieboys! 1 have tried to drop a fow sesds/into
their hearts, but alas ! whet » nseleas life!

He was silent, and wept more, and 1. was think-
ing how I might comfert him, when I heard foot-
staps, behind me, and saw & mep who wss oldand
young af the same moment] . He walked with &
measured tread, and  hed -strong-wings, -and 1
knew in a moment that it was the Angel.of Time.
Gently he took the band of the old men and led
him out into & field. la. the middie of the field
stood a golitary tree.. It bad one single with
loaf banging slone on & limb, . . - .

‘ Do you see that withered leaf I’

‘1 do.

* Now listen 0.4t and mark what it ssys.: Fhe

old leaf began to guiver ond shaks, and with o
dry husky voice, te speak slond-—

‘ Well, here L am, the last of my generation!
Hpw fresh, and gress, and young.we once were,
as we rustled our wings in the_ jey of summer!
How tin birds hid.and sang in our shade, and
the sun beams tried in ¥ain t» get.in among us!
Alas, they aze all gone, and. I am:left alons, dry;
witheped, forsskem, and Besless |. L mgver did
sny good and mever shalll . Toa be suse Lbhaves
little ased wrapped upin: tmy . foldisge, whicha

other educational works, have been published,
and are exerting vest influence in enlightening
the pagan mind. More than a billion of pages
of printed mstter have been issued by the presses
of'this Board alone. Several pagan nations are
indobted to this Missionary Board for everything
they have in the shape of literature. But for its
labors they would have remained to this hour in
the deepest mental darkness,

* If modern missions have done nothing more
than to cause the burdens to be cast off which
have crashed the human intellect in pagan lands,
"anid have opened the way so auspiciously, in
those lands, for the general prevalence of educa-
tion and knowledge, they have won the gratitude
of all who have any jnat views of the nature and
value of the human mind, and the bleasing of its
cultivation.”

A Crrisex of HEAVEN.—A christian does not
turn his back upon the fine things of this world
because he has no natural capacity to enjoy them,
no taste for them, but because the Holy Spirit
has shown him greater and better things. He
wants flowers that will never fade; he wunts
somethidg that a man can take with him to an-
other world. He is like a man who has had
notice te quit bis house, and having secured a
new obe, he is he more anxious to repair, much
Jess to embellish and beautify the old one; his

storm threw into my bosom, Iiiswery little seed, thoughts are upon the removal. I you hear him

snd all I conld do was 10 heepis wame throsgh

v

the winter. . Bus yow.d must deppoff and it-be

coneses; it Is upen the kowse to which he is go-
ing. - Thither ‘be sends bis goods, and thus he

Joat With Mg B Ena ; paillidoesgs gaines 201 o ,ﬂfﬁ“ﬁmh is seeking.

Great virtnes are rare ; the oscasions for them
are very rars; and when they do ocear, we are
prepared for them, we are excited by the gvan-
deur of the sacrifice, we are supported sitherby
the spiendor of the deed in the eyes of the world
ot by the self-complacency thet we experience
from the performance of an uncommen action.
Little things are unforssen ; they return every
moment ; they come in ceatast with our pride,
eur indolence, our hanghtiness, our readiness to
take offence ; they contradiot our inclications per-
petuaily. We would mach rather make certsin
sacrifices t0 God, however violent snd painful
they might be, upon condition that we should
be rewarded by liberty to fellow ocur ewn de-{
sires and habits in the details of life. It is, how-
evez, only by fidelity in little things thet'a true
and coustant love to God can be distinguished
from a passing fervor of spirit.

Let us remember that God looks in our wc.
tiens only for the motive. The world jadges us
by appearanee ; God counts for nothing what is
most daszling te men. What he desires is 4
pure intention, true docilility, and a sincere self-
renunciation. All this {s exercised moye fre-
quently, and in a way that tries us more severe-
ly, on common than en great oceassions. Some-
times we eling more tensciously te a trifie than
to a great interest. It would give us more pain
to relinquish an amusement than to begtow a
great sum in charity. We are more easily led
away by little things, because we believe them
more innocent, and imagine that we are less at-
tached to them; nevertheless, when God deprives
us of them, we soon diseover from the paia of
privation how exeessive and inexcusable was our
attachment to them. The sincerity of our piety
is also impeashed by the negleet of miner duties.
What prebability is there that we should not
hesitate to make great saerifices, when we shrink
from slight ones P

But what is mest dacgerous to the mind, 1s
the habit it aequires of anfaithfalness. True love
to God thinks nothing small. All that can please
or displease him is great. It does not produse
constraint and weak scruples, but it plases no
limits to its fidelity ) it acts with simplieity, and
as it is not embarrassed with thisgs that God
bas net eommanded, it never hesitates a moment
about what he dees ecommand, whether it be
great or small.

Those persons who are“maturally less exaet
ought to make an inviolable Jaw with them-
selves about trifles. They are tampted to despise
them ; they have & habit of thinking them of no
cossequence ; they are not aware of the insea-
sible growth of (he passions; they forget even
their own most fatal experience. They trust to
o delusive courage though it has before failed
them, for the support of their Sdelity,

“It fs a trifle,” they say, “it is nothing.”
True; but it is a nothing that will be every-
thing to you, a trifle that you prefer to the will
of God, a trifle that will be your ruin. There is
no real elevation of mind in a contempt of little
things ; it is on the eontrary, from too narrow
veins that we censider those things of fittle im-
portance which Rave in faet such extensive eon-
sequences. The mere apt we are to neglect small
things, the more we ought to fear the effeets of
this negligenee, be watehful over ourselves, and
place around us, if pessible, some insormonnt-
able barrier to this remissness. Do not let us
be troabled at this constant attention to trifles;
at first it will require courage to maintain it, bat
it is a penance that we have need of, and that
will at last bring us peace and sincerity. God
will gradually render thia state pleasant and easy
to us.— Fenelon.

—————— ¢ o

The Cheice of a Wife.

The Rev. B. Kurts, D. D, LL. D.; on the 8d
ult,, made this the theme of a lestare to the
graduating class of Theological Btudents in the
Missionary Institate of the Bvangelioal Lutheran
Church, Selinsgrove, Pa. Dr. K. favoured ear-
ly marriages, but not early engagements, for thie
fellowing reasoms :

“ In general 1 adveeate carly marviage, and
might assign, if time permitted, many weighty
reasons to sustain my opisien. But instead of
this I shall enly reply to the wrincipal argument
commonly urged against it, namely, that yowunp
‘men are too inexperienced and preeipitate pro-
perly to estimate eharaeter and . exercise sound

but not enough to dislodge me from: the pesition |
sssumed. 1f men, as they grow elder; generally
become proportionsably mere eompetent to se-
lect wives, the ebjection would receive additional
force. Baut is this the faet P Look at your old
bachelors ; do they, as a rule, seloet more judie-
iously than young men of frem tweaty-one te
twenty-five years of age? It is true as we grow
older we become suspicious, but suspicion op-
erates rather to pervert tham to improve our es-
timate of human character. I have kmown as
masy blunders to be itted by old b
as by young men, and this is more likely to be
the case because on aeccuat of mercenary spee-
uvlation they are more liable to be the objeets of
female art. The handsome young lady too often
takes the ugly old baehelor net for love, but for
convenience or for money. Heuce, there are no |
matches more absurd than those sometimes made
by this elass of men, uniess indeed, it be those
perpetrated oceasionally by old widowers.—The
Germans have a proverb to the effect, that * when
Ged wants a fool he takes an old man’s wife from
him,’ because the old widower is so proge te aet
fantastically and foolishly, snd makes himself
rediculous when in senrch of & wife. Now i
readily gramt, thal there are many homoursble
exceptions in regard to the follies attributed both
to bachelars and widowers ; nevertheless, it does
not strike me that age gives any peculiar know-
ledge where woman is concerned, or which is liks-
ly-essentially to assist in ¢hoosing a wife.

‘It appears to me then, that the objection to
early marriage, arising from want of experi-
ence and mature judgment, is not & valid one.
If » man at twenty-one is deemed old snough to
preach the Gospel, to practice medicine and law,
to engage in mercantile pursuits, or amy other
business which also requires the exercise of pra.
denge and judgment, why should he not have
sense enough 10 choose a- wife, if he will enmly
properly exercise his senee ?

+ But while [ advoexts varly marsisge, 1 o

halare
]

judgment. There is some truth in this objeetion, }

‘ments open-wide the-mouth of busy gossips, and
%00 often terminate ima jlit om one side, or a
bresch of promise en the others—Besides, the
student of divinity.is constantly progressing in
knowledge, developing his intellect and enrich.
ing it with learning, which is rarely the case with
his betrothed. She ie iy employed in do- -
mestic duties, and gemains statiopary in mental
cultute, ©f eonmee, hig yiews ary anlatging snd
his opinioas rapidly chinging, ‘and the femile
that would win his affections when the engage

ment wid tale a‘year é¢ "o ‘previously, while
she was his equal in mental deyglgpment, is by
20 means the orie THat wbddld cdfimand his ad

miratioty after thée great ehange that His been
wroughit in his'taste byhis more expanded views.
~—Hetice; fhoy’ .
the same, bt he s now qutite a different man,
and ten to one if' he do not regret his prevfature
engagement and attompt te ascape from it. ; In-
deed, it would perhaps be better for both parties
if it'were dissolved by mutual comsent. Many
othet reasons might be mentioned to expose the
folly of hasty and pretiuture engagements but
these are sufficient. - Heniee we warn young men
against thert, wnd especially while prosecming
their stadies, as they then have anxictits enough
to perplex their minds, Quties enough to employ
theirdtime, and caves enough to worry them,
without adding to thent thoseof & rash engage-
ment.” ' :

a3
The Two Brothers.

. % No, my doqr air, that piece of ground is mine,

I eannot comsent to lose what belongs to me.”

Thus said a young farmer to his minister, Lis
brother with whom he had bitherta been cordially
pnited, hed, recently demanded as his own 3 ficld
whigh waa.a part of the propesty left them hy
their, fathez. . Theic feelings.had become embit
tered tamorda esch other about it, and they could
not apeak, peaceably to ape arothes.

“ But,” seid the ministag, ! how muoh is that
piece ol ground bripging you ia 1"

* About tan dollars » yewr, . when the crop is
goed.” ] :
“Tondoliazs! And.-what csn you buy with
ten dollase P  A.gonty » picsaf furniture, a har-
rel of flour, ntea M.

“ Yes, or ovap two barvell some yoars.” ‘

* M seents toma youdbight buy for that amount
somsthing better than either.”

“ What may that be; sir P”

“ if you could with that sum seeure to your-
self the uffection of a friend—one who woull
help you in time of need, who would visit you at
your fizeside winter eveming, and welcome. you
to his ewn hotise, who would lend you a helping
hand at-baying or batvesting, and would love
your children, and ssrve as & protecter for them
—would net that be worth ten'dollars to you P

“Cottainly, sir ; but what do you mean P’

“ I mean, my dear friend, that for the stke of
geining these ten doliars a year, $6u are om the
point of losing the Brothet who has been your
companién from infihey ; you will becloud your °
whole fatare [ife, and that of your family; you
will grieve yodr motber fn her old age, and
alienate“from yoursell the favor of God. What
weuld your father say il he could return to life,
and witness this qaarre! of his children ?

The young farmer was touched.' He went and
talked with his brother, and both together sought
out their pastor to nek him to settle all the ques
tionk between themi. Great was his satisfaction
when he saw them at the end of their conferenge,
heartily reconciled to each other.

How many bitter quarrels, the source of de
plorable divisions in families, might be avoided
or edt short at the outset by ¢ little reflection,
Even if charity did not indude us to forgive our
brethren, should net self-interest oblige us to do
so? “Do you know of any one who ever gained
anything by giving himself up to bitterpess and
revenge? To break with one’s ewn kindred is
to break those natural ties with which God has
bound us; itis to impoverish and despoil our
own life. 'And so it is, to some extent, to break
with afty one ; for have we not all one Father ?”
and is not every man thus our brother ?”

Education of Women.

A Yady who lived in the last contury, a woman
of high rank, superior education and attainments,
and peciliat talents, wrote thus to one of her
young friends »

“ You have several accomplishmenta for your
amusemetit, bul I would earnestly recommend
te you not to neglect the less genteel employment
of good hoysewifery, which, in my opinioa, is
necessary for a woman in whatever station of
life she is placed. If eircumstapces are not afllu-
ent, it is indispensable ; but if they arg, many
comforts srise from regularity and ordez, in the
gondust of those affairs which are usually under
a woman'e direction, whether mistress of a family
or not.”

Her biographer says, with regard o veedle-
work her idea was, * that the arnamental work
of gentlewomen ought te be superior to beught
work, in design and taste, and their plain work
the model for their maids ;” and this she ex-
emplified in Ler own practice,

But these notions would be. held in contempt
ameng us by two efasses ; fitst, by those who
are only gmbitious to-do néthing, and who think
the way to be & lady is to be-idle and useless ;
and secendly, by these who profess to worship-
ednestion—cultivation, and believe such com
monplace employments as housekeeping and
needlework are vather below the consideration
of an educated woman,

A man'is supposed to be educated when hLe is
fitted for bis werk in life, whatever that may ¢,
and the same-idea oughtito prevail with regard
to the education of women. But it is a sad fac!
that im many eases, though of course with nu-
Merous exoeptions, a girl’s education is left very
| much to chanee. Too many mothers, kind-
hearted bat mistaken, will say, if & girl is idls
and heedless, “ O, let her enjoy life now, and
get ali the good of it she ean ; it will come hard
enough upon her by-and-by.” And this is just
the way to insure a girl a hard life, to have Ler
unfitted for its°duties and without the knowiedge
which might help her to take up the cares of lif:
with comparative ease.

Sewing is & part of woman’s business, nm]‘, as
we began with that subject, we may pursue it
little. Most men think that this- is one of the
arta thet eome by niture. [ wish they woull
try ity and they would find it no more the faet
thah that writing comes by nature, And there

aotin favor of easly mgagements, Buch engege-
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