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10 * make their calling and election sure”—
this, with God’s help, they feel to be their
bounden duty; mor, in view of the Judgmeat-
Day, dare they withhold themselves from it.
For such men. us subsidiaries to the regular
Ministry, Mecthodism has ever had a place:
and, 0 us, it is doubtful whether eny other
Church has provided for the use of so ex-
tensive a lay-agency, and on-go eystematic a
plan, as our -own. By the emplovment of
wen of various talents and<iversified ac-
quircments, but of decided piety, fervent
love, and ardent zeal, though not set apart
to the ministry in the usualacceptation of the
phrase, yet not being without proper and ac-
xuowledged superintendency. Mcthodism has
becn able to reach places otherwise inacces-
sible, owing to the paucity of its regular
ministers compared with the vast population
everywhere sprend around; and, by these
sgeats, to proclaim the Gospelin scores and
hundreds of villages, and gather within the
ample and sheltering folds of the Church,
thousands of precious souls “ for whom the
Shepherd died,” that, but for this peculiar
ustrumentality, would, in all prebability,
lave either remained unvisited ‘by the am-
bassadors of Christ, or have continued to
wander in *“sin and error’s paths,” and to
“stumble upon the dark mountains™ amid the
shadows of death, to their eternal undoing.
The use of local kelp lms been from the
beginning a wise, and by no means an un-
unportant, adaptation of the eapabilities of |
our ecclesiastionl organization to the neces- |
sities of the age—the pressing wants of the'
people.  Nor must we be ummindful of the!
fact, that after a cenfury of soils and con-
flicts, of sacrifiees and  Lubours,*sur Church
i3 now reapive the reward of the enlighten-
ed and practicct wisdom of our Founder end
They
preferred the sulvation of souls, the exten-

bis co-adjutors, in this particular.

sion of the Redtemer’s reigm, and the glory
of God, by the disinterested libours of picus
and zealous leymen, to the wllowing of those
interests to sustain dumnee, by n close and
‘undeviating adherence to what was urzed
by their opponents as ministeris] order; a
“strict compliance with which, would have ex-
‘cluded the entire mechinery of lay ageney,
and debarred our {oenl brethren from all ll:l.l‘-
ticipation in the blessed work of savinr the

souls of their fellow men, and promoting the |

divine glory in the enlargement of Christ's
kingdom.

In the present cperations of Methedisn in
our Father-land, where Methodisin was cra-

dled and nurtured, and where it now pre-’

sents the appearance--not of the weakness
or deerepitude of old uge, but the comely
proportions and dignified mien—of & vizo-
rous manhood, our local brethren bear @n
‘honourable part.  Their number counts by

thousands.  In effort they are laborious—in

4N : b 1 o . " e " o e S 5
«:al ardent. Their freedom from self-inte =i His friends sent him to Fneland, to an asvhum

rest is undeniable.

Ministers, they pervade the country, carry-

wg the bread of life to famishing multitudes, |

saint of the Lord.

tivns thousands receive almost their

-
fits of their ministry, some of the instances
are known—others are matier of record—
and hy far the orenter nuinber, it may

will be revenled enly in « the

”» Ty .
Lord. Ihis instrainentaling firs heen own-

ed und greatly Dlessed of God, in that part
of the cmpire on the other sie of the

: . PR -
of our cause. in that highly fuvoured land,| vt as ol wither Mvthrtist

abundantly and satistuctorily te.ify,

thould it not he more geucrally intrcduced imisery. He
ad faithfully empioyed in that part of it

which lies ou this » '

frequently had their attention directed to the |
numerous illustrations of the providence and the
grace of God which are furnished by the rise and

appointed, was received as an angel of God ;

: . At bvou have had in the Ufted Sraros,
lantic, a3 the Past 'nrlor_\'. and present Hn!(‘_‘;h-;»nmtifm from the D= Conterenie.) ox ul | :
Diepressicons which Lave marked the history ot
the country all alorer for more tian halt” a cen-
) have censed during severil late

- - . .
Rise of Methodism in France. { God in his behalf, he entered into * the glorious

i hberty ot the children of Gad.”

The readers of the Christian Advocate have !

progress of Methodism- in both hemispheres. A
page or two of that history relate to France, and
they are mot unworthy of the rest.  (ur first in-
troduction to this impertant field of labour ought
not o be buried in oblivion. It was, it is said.in
1790 : just at the time when the mine laid by the
French encyclopedists had exploded, 2nd a vol-
cano of inpicty and misrule had begun to pour |
out ite destructive torrents on the continent of
Europe. Then, “ when the enemy” was indeed
comiug in like a flood, * the Spirit 6f the Lord”

lifted up * a standard agninst him.” "lages of Normandy, in which he was received as

It was indeed “ a day of mmall things,” of
weak things of the world, which God hau chosen
to confound the mighty. of things of naught in
human ' estinmation. John Angel, a Guernsey
Methodist, had some business to transact in
France, and being at a village called Courceuil,
in Nonnandy, on the lord’s day, found out a}
little cempany of Protestants, without a pastor,
who assembled in the morning to hear prayers,
and a sermon read by one of their elders. A
meeting was announced for the afternpon, to
which he went, but only a few women were

resent, who. sceing a stranger there, requested
im to read the Bible and the prayers for them.
He refused at first, butat last consented. He read
the fourth éhapter of the Gospel of St. John.
His heart was warmed by his reading, and by
the attention and carnestness of the r fe-
males who were thas assembled, and, in 1llustra-
tion of our Lord’s discourse with the woman of
Samaria, and its results, he related his own ex-
perienee of the grace of God in his conversion,
and the circnmstances of his religious life.
When he had done, a woman present said,
“ Well, for forty years I have been persecuted
for my religion, bat I never knew till now ‘what
religion really is!” He inquired whether they
would receive a preacher, if one were sent to
them, and they answered that they would, with
great thankfulness. In consequence of these
circumstances, France appears on the minutes of
conterence for 1791,
Willliam Mahy, who was the first preacher

many persans were awakened and eonverted to
God under his miniztry in Normandy, in the vil- i
lares of Courceml, Cresseron, Leuville, and Pe- :
riere.  He roon extended his labours to Conde

on Noireau, a town about thirty-five or forty | ** Paysde Canx,” .
He visit- | ministry to the day of his death, and thus the
ed in the neichbourhood of Conde the Protes- i leaven was placed in another measare of meal,

miles from Beunville where he reaided.

tants Saint Honorine, Athis, Montilly, Pertilly, !
Frene, Cleferne, and Ment Thabor, and in all

these places much gand was done, of which the | 18 now the President of the Consistory Qf tl‘m
frnit remains to this dav.  Manv yoars sinee Al Retormed Charehin one ot the largest cities in

Protestant of that neichbonmrhood was speaking
of some arphans to the clergyman of his village,
who, in the presence of vonr correspondent, ex-
pressed his apprehensious, that, as <ome of their
relations were Catholics, the relirious instruc-
[tion of these children might be neglected, or
ipreverted.  To this it was immediately replied,
1** O, you have nothing to fear on that score, for
| their ¢ bonne ’s (their nurse) is one of the pious
{ women of Periers "

' Mr. Mahy was indcfatigable in his travels and
Vabours, and when many of the priests of the
i country had perished on the n'aﬂ'uLl. or emigra-
Lted, his labours were welcomed by an increasing
'numberof persons who attended on his ministry,
tand testified their approbation of his doctrine.

the most distre <ing, perhape, of human diseases.
" His rearon was aftected. This has been attribn-
ted 1o the vexations conduct of the enemies of
Pthe truth, and to Lis being separatod trom his
- Christian trienas at Guermgex with. whom the
war between France and Laogland eftectually
hindered his intcrcourse. With great difliculty,
however, he at last obtained  permission to re-
(turn to Guernso v, from the l’l(‘nvh Emperor.

In the ebeence of stated | where his disorder could be attended to, and |

the died in 1812, near Manchester, his last words
"hoing, * Al my trust 35 in the merey ot God.”

{ It was nndoubtedly a mysterious providence

measure, and whizh were so nseful 1o the pee-

. X all of ple atena whom he labaurnd,  T'he Lord of the |
Teligious instruetion.  OF the spiritnal bene-1 hatvest, however, was proparing another mes- |

senger of good tidings, 1n answer to the prayers
[of the little flock in g'hrmaml.\'. Amony the nu-

fmerous emigrants who sought a thelter in Eng- | should slarm and aronse all pood men.
be il;m(] from the horrors of the Freneh revolution | have lately referred to the declenston of the pub-

| tany, Picere de Pontavaire. e b reachied
Phe island of Jersevand while there oo teach-
i.-r of the Treneh Tanguase, he made the ae
aqueintance of the Rev, Rickard Recee, (whom
a8 one of
preachors - who

| were stationed that i~land.

B

FWiikue Bronveed and vibers were canng on

Pwhere, i a revival of retinion, winie the

gun to show that merey to others.

Unfortunatelv, he was <eized enon atter by .

g ; | was a member of a distineuished family ot Drit-°
aav ot the y ]

. This bed to hos)
W Iy being aw: hened o a0 sense of B dager and Hurs,
atwerwards tnvellod with DeCoke

at bis fnvitaton. and with himesvisted Shedield : il
PWere g!hmiuu, visitations of God, however ar- 3 - . )
: and who even i | thren and msters the Church, and jn vare. g

Having cxperienced the merey of God, he be- !
! )8 His call to.
the ministry was examined and approved of; |

This  mecasure was not unaccompanied by |
danger. The laws against emigrants were very !
severe.  According to them he might have been )
at once conducted to execution, on the mere ex- |
tablishment of his identity : but his zeal for God's |
glory, and the salvation ot his fellow countrymen,
10s¢ above this obstacke. He visited his family,
who earnestly desired 10 retain him with them,
but after a short stay he hastened to vivit the vil-

an angel from heaven, and was made an instru-
ment of extending the work of God by the con-
version of sinners, and, more especially, of
deepening that work in the hearts ot those who
had believed through grace. Lace-making is
the prineipal employment of most of the fe-
males of Beuville and Periers. In their po-
verty they congregate in stables during the
winter, the heat of the animals supplying that
of fuel, which is too expensive, and enabling
them thus to * shuffie their cords about the
live-long day.” ‘T'o these stables M. de l'onta-
vire used to resort, and read to them while
they worked, translating the best  religious
writings of that day, ruch as Fletcher’s and
Wesley's Works, into French as he read, or re-
lating to them interesting anecdotes concerning
the work of Gol. The inbabitants of Periers
still love to relate how perseveringly and affec-
tionately he laboured among them, and what a
pure and ardent Christian friendship they felt
for each other, while the depth of their plety,
and the extent of their spiritual and experiment-
al knowledge, testifies, in the few that remain, to
the riches ot the Giospel blessings that were thus
communicated.

There was, at that time, a great scarcity of
Protestant partors in Franee, and M. de Pouta-
vire was molicited to take the spiritual charge of
onc of the vacant Churches : at the same tigie
he was opposed by some of the Protestants of
Conde on Noircau, in consequence ot his not
being a minister of the Reformed Church.  Af-
ter having well considered the circumstances, be
applied to M. Rabant, at Paris, who, with his
collcagues, Mess. "Arczat and Marron, seplicd
taivourably to his request. A call was addrésed
to him trom some Churches in what is called the
and in them he exercised his

in which it has since spread and extended itself

greatly. An eminent evangelical minister. who

France, acknowledged to the writer, that he
awes his conversion to God to M. de Pontavire's
labours in the * Pays de Caux.”

Though thus separated by the providence and

thodist rocieties of the neighbourhood of Caen,
he endeavoured to supply the void oceasioned
by his removal by hix epistolary carrespondenct,
which was very useful to them for many vears
after his death, and while they were without a
weacher in consequence of the war between
With the same view, he
| visited themn as !'n-«kucml_v as the dutics of his
| new “tation permitied ; and when_. after two
| years hard labour, he fell into & decline, he was
i removed th Beaville, “ to die,” rs he said,
L among my heloved friends.” The heavenly in-
| fluence which filled his soul, in his last illness,
! with purity and joy, was o great that he did nnt
willinaly suffer any converse in hix presence
that wis forcign to the interests of the country to

' which e was about * to take his last triumphant
" light.”
He died in December, 1810, forty vearsof age
{only. 1hismemory is cumbalmed in the heara of
i his spiritual children and his friends.

|
,
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wrior in the eyes of the Supreme Being, and of

| ferings like his, to the results. even when they

i are gnm], which is rurrl_v the cave, of the «kill All;l

Habours of the men whom the world ealls great
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ftate of Relizion in the Umited States.

The present state of religion in our country

We

lie morals: alonz with and chief cause of thi

the grace of God, as he believed, from the Me-

How et-

wle angels, are the fruits of labours and suf-

" Paris Correspondent of the N. Y. Adv. &

aud speaking *a word in semson” to manv a, by which Win. Mahy whs withdrawn frow la-

From their mini-lr:l-}b"”r" by which God was glorified in o high a

not convinced that those once frequently recur
ring and almost uniy eral seasons of religious in-
terest have chiefly contributed to the strength,
numerical and moral, of the Amencan church ?

Nevertheless, it'is to be feared that many

and after having laboured sone time with great among us look with distrust on the memories of
acceptance and much fruit in Guernsey and ;those better times It us beware how we
«Jersey. he returned in 1802 to his native land. | grieve the Holy Spirit of God by our worldly-

wise speculations.  God’s operationsare perfect,
but they have to do with imperfect subjects, and
are affected by the infirmitics of imperfect agenta.
‘T'he true evangelical philosopher can never lose
sight of this fact in considering tho history of pi-
ritual religion in the world, and the Christi
pastor who, rather than incur the incidental i
pertection referred to, would sacrifice the wide
rpread advantages of those scasons of deep rcli-
grious interest which wake up the multitudes
v:ll upon God, and would prefer to conduct his
charge with the scarcely appreciable o of
a g u;rs:t, unawakened payri plife. mix&mg"m-
ful]_\-. we think, the urgéitey of his divine calt
and the exigency of souls. He will certainly
not find his justification in the ministry of the
iprophets of Chiist, of the apostles, or of those la-
ter great * workmen,” Luther, Fdwards, Wea-
ley, &c., under whose powerful loboars persecw-
tion and fanaticism have raged, but who bave,
nevertheless, ealled forth thousands unto the re-
surrection of spiriteal life.

Let us, then, not lose our confidencc in “ revi-
vals” Let usavold their usual defocts as much
as possible, but hail thom with grateful welcome
as the times of refreshing from the presence of
tho Lord. low many tﬁ‘ us now reading these
lines, owe all our spintual bopes to them? How
few of us have ronson to believe that any of the
usual monotonous means of those formal church-
es which object to such “scasone, would have
reached us in our reckiess course ¥ How many
of us emerged into the light of the « exocellent
glory” amidst the mockety of scorners or the
confuson of weak and erring mmen, as we expect
% arise in the last glorious day, amidst the blas-
phemics of the lost and the confusion of dissols-
ing worlds!

e spiritual necessitics of the times not only
demand a return of these special influences of
the Spirit, but we think somowhat favourable
circumstances gxist at I:rﬂent 10 encourage us
to labour and pray for them. ¢ @ ¢ &

We repeat, not only do the necessitics, butal-
#2 many favourable circumstances of the times,
eall'upon all evangelical labourers to he up and
at work, looking for and hadtening unto better
days.  Behold the ficlds are already white onto
the harvest. ‘Thrust in the sickle then, and ga-
ther the sheaves into the garner.  Let cn;x-ciﬁl
Four numerous feeble churches, reeently ph\n(oj,
roek to reintorce their sttength, and save the
things which are ready to -perish, by labouring
for a profound work of grace in their midst, *
let us all place this object hefore us as fAe
grest sdea of the limes—the cxpress nim‘our

preaching, praving and living.  Accordiiiito
our faith shall it e unto us.—Zion’s Hera

Nethodism in Montreal.

The Wesleyans in Montreal have three fine
churches.  An esteemed brother, who has been
a few weeks in the wister eity, infotms us that
the congregations are pretty good.  The reme-
vals from Montreal no doubt have materialiy
affected the congregations One of the church-
s is situated in Gritlin ‘Town, another in Que-
bee suburby, and the principal one i St Jamee
street.  ‘Thin last is. we presume, the finest Wes
levan church in British North Amerieas Re-
fa-h'ing to these edifices, overy way creditable 1o
our friends in Montreal and to Methodism in Ca-
nada, our correspondent says, © These churches
were erected under the anspices of our worthy
and deeervedly o<teemed Pretident, Dr. Richey
and it is vory pleasing for me 1o be able w state,
that no minieter commands the love and eswem
dof the Protestant community  here more than
docs the honoured individual now at the head ot
-l dur ceclesiastical atffairs, in Western Canada. -
CArsstian Guardian.

; Sinfa] Amosements.

The Conference in its late Pastornl Addree
alfectionately urged upon the members of the
Wesleyan Church in Canada the necessity of
abstaining from all amuscments calculated to fent
the heart from God.  ‘The subject is one of vasi
inportance. In cvery part of America there s
a danger 1o be apprehended from a compromise
with the world in this- matter.  Many have lost
their confidenee and peace by indulzing in -
“ments, Such an indulgence has

<
ruin-r HYHAL

witde spread evil thers has lllN]U"""‘"'““Iy been l:.-«n the apivitual rua of hundreds  and hune

an unnsual decay of piets. The Tloly Spirit ha
not nnivesallv withdrvwn his gracious intluence

pevivabs are oceasionally reported, bot they are
i-riu{nm. and e not to e extensive or pro-

Thoso eneral and powgedul relignou

fonned.

covm Lo

w

dreds more arein jeopardy.  Fully alive to thie
Call the Bishops of the M. E. (hureh at a general
iecting in New-York unanimously adopted the
l't"llnwiﬁ;_', and plc-dg('ll themselves to read «or
communicate the substance of the docyment o
cach of the several Conferences thronghout the

wor b
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VeArs. hev were attended) une u'-etmvmb..\.l.

red by bupiin iggerivetion

Lo dncidentas evilss bt who will deny that thiey

. . . o
« Information received from reliable sourcet
' hag orearioned us o entertiagn serions fears thing
there is an inereasify tendeney among some b
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