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io - make their calling and election sure"— 
this, with God’s help, they feel to be their 
boundon duty; nor. in view of tire Judgment- 
Dav, dare they withhold themselves from it. 
For such men. as subsidiaries to the regular 
Ministry, Methodism has ever had a place ; 
and, to us, it is doubtful whether any other

Rise of Methodism in France.
The readers of the Christian Advocate have 

frequently had their attention directed to the 
numerous illustrations of the providence and the 
grace of God which are furnished by the rise and 
progress of Methodism in both hemispheres. A 
page or two of that history relate to France, and 
they arc not unworthy of the rest Our first in­
troduction to this important field of labour ought 

Church has provided for the use of so ox-1 not to be buried in oblivion. It was, it is said.in 
tensive a lay-agency, and on so systematic at ' ‘ ^ - j*18* *he time when the mine laid by the 

, ,, . T . ,| French encyclotiedisto had exploded, and a vol-
plan, as our own. By the employment ol | ,.ano of md misnile ^ wun to pour

God in his behalf, he entered into "• the glorioes ! not convinced that those once frequently reenr- 
libcrty of the children of ring ami almost universal seasons of religious in-

llaving experience*! the merev of God, he W- ! forest have chiefly contributed to the strength, 
gun to show that mercy to others. His call to ’ numerical and moral, of the American church '? 
the ministry was examined and approved of; | Nevertheless, it is to Iks feared that many 
and alter having laliourcd some time w ith great * among ns look with distrust on live memories of 
acceptance and much fruit in Guernsey and ; those better times. Iret us lie ware how wo 
■Jersey, he returned in 1802 to his native land, j grieve the Holy Spirit of God by our worldly - 

This measure was not unaccompanied by | wise speculations. God's operations are perfect, 
danger. T he laws against emigrants were very f but they tiave to do with imperfect subjects, and 
severe. According to them he might have been j are a fleeted by the infirmities ofimperfect agents.

men of various talents and diversified ac- out its destructive torrents on the continent of

at once conducted to execution, on the mere es 
tablishmcnt of his identity ; but his leal for God's 

pour ; glory, and the salvation of his fellow countrymen

quirements, but of decided piety, fervent 
love, and ardent real, tbongli not set apart 
lo the ministry in the usual acceptation of the 
phrase, yet not being without proper and ac­
knowledged supcrintendeney.Mctliodism has 
been able to reach places otherwise inacces­
sible, owing to the paucity of its regular 
ministers compared with the vast population 
everywhere spread around ; and, by these 
«gents, to proclaim the Gospel in scores and 
hundreds of villages, and gather within the 
ample and sheltering folds of the Church, 
thousands of precious souls “ for whom the 
Shepherd died,” that, but for this peculiar 
instrumentality, would, in all probability, 
lave either remained unvisited by the am­
bassadors of Christ, or have contained to 
wander in “ sin and error’s paths,” and to 
“stumble upon the dark mountains” amid the 
shadows of death, to their eternal undoing.

Europe. Then, “ when the enemy" was indeed 
coining in like a flood, “ the Spirit 6f the Lord" 
lifted up “ a standard against him."

It was indeed “ a day of «nail things," of 
weak things of the world, which God hail chosen 
to confound the mighty, of things of naught in 
human estimation. John Angel, a Guernsey 
Methodist, had some business to transact in 
France, and being at a village called Courceuil, 
in Normandy, on the lord’s dav, found out a 
little company of Protestante, without a pastor, 
who assembled in the morning to hear prayers, 
and a sermon read by one of their elders. A 
meeting was announced for the afternpon, to 
which he went, but only a few women were 
present, who. seeing a stranger there, requested 
him to read the-Bible and the prayers for them 
lie refosetl at first, butmt last consented. He read 
the fourth chapter of the Gospel of St. John. 
His heart vtte wanned by his reading, and by 
the attention and earnestness of the poor fe- 

1 males who were thos assembled, and, in illustra­
tion of our Lord’s discourse with the woman of 
Samaria, and its results, he related his own ex­
perience' of the grace of God in his conversion, 
and the cireninstances of his religious life. 
When he had done, a woman present said,a

« , til i i , Well, tor forty years 1 have been persecutedDie use of local help Iras been flora the ' for mv ^ligfon, bit ! never knew til, now what
beginning a wise, end by no means an un- I religion really is !” He inrjuired whether they
important, adaptation of the capabilities 0f ; would receive a preacher, if one were «.nt to 

. . them, and they answered that they would, with
our ecclesiastical organization to the news- . gn,at thankfulness. In consequence of these
silies of tlic age—the pressing wants of the \ circumstances, F ranee appears on die minutes of

Nor must we be unmindful of the 1 volllert‘"vc ,or 1,9‘-
Willliam Mahv, wlm was the first prcarhrr

pcopli1
fact, that after a century of toils and cot-! arroint(.,,. was re.-eiicd as an angel of God 
flirts, of sacrifices and lafiours,‘Cur Church many persons were awakened and converted tr

< iod imih

lose above this olistavle. He visited his family, 
who earnestly desired to retain him with them, 
but after a short stay he hastened to visit the vil- 

’lagesof Normandy, in which he was received as 
an angel from heaven, ami was made an instru­
ment of extending the work of God bv the con­
version of sinners, and, more especially, of 
deepening that work in the hearts ot those who 
had believed through grace. 1.ace-making is 
the principal employment of most of the fe­
males of Beuville and 1‘criers. In their po­
verty they congregate in stables during the 
winter, the heat of the animals supplying that 
of fuel, which is too expensive, and enabling 
them thus to “ shuffle their cords about the 
live-long day." To these stables M. de Vonta- 
viro used to resort, and read to them while 
they worked, translating the h*\*t religious 
writings of that day, such as Fletcher’s and 
Wesley’s Works, into French as he read, or re­
lating to them interesting anecdotes concerning 
the work of Gol. The inhabitants of Periers 
still love to relate how perseveringly and affec­
tionately he laboured among them, and what a 
pure and anient Christian friendship they felt 
lor each other, while the depth of their piety, 
and the extent of their spiritual and experiment­
al knowledge, testifies, in the few that remain, to 
the riches ol the Gvsjiel blessings that were thus 
communicated.

There was, at that time, a great scarcity of 
Protestant parlors in France, and M. de Ponta- 
vir*» was solicited to take the spiritual charge of 
one of the vacant Churches : at the same tittle 
he was op|Kiscd by some of the I’mtestants of 
('onde on Noireau, in consequence of his not 
living a minister of the Kefurmed Church. Af­
ter having well considered the circumstances, be 
applied to M. I la bant, at Paris, who, with his

is now reaping the reward of thus enlighten- , -
, . . ' lairvs ol ( oureoml. ( n sscron. l.euville, and I e-

cd and practical wisdom ol our E (Hinder r.lnl r;,.r. He coon extended his labours to ('undo
his eo-adjutors, in this particular. They mi Noireau, a town a!out thirty-five or forty
preferred the salvation of souls, the extrn- mlies from Beuville where he resided lie visit-

vcl in tho nvi^nlxinrhfKHl ot t onilo the 1 roles- 
aionof the Kedtemcr’s reign, and the glory tant* .Saint Honorine. Athis, Montilly, Bertille, 
of God, by tlie disinterested Libottrs of pious Frvne. (Teferne, and Ment Thatior, and in all 
und zealous laymni, to the i,Mowing of those
interests to sustain dnunige, by i; close and 
undeviating adherence to what was urged 
by their op|x*nents ss ministerial order ; a 

'strict compliance with which, would have ex- 
-eluded tin; entire mtiehmcrv of lay ogoncv,
Mid debarredottr local brethren from nil par­
ticipation in the blessed work of saving tlio 1 their ‘ bonne ’« (their nurse) is one of the pious
xouli of their fellow men. and promoting the j women ot l'eriers ! .
.. . . . ! Mr. Mahv was indefatigable in his travels and

divine glorv in the cnhirgvinvnt ol C hrist s ; labours, and wlitn many of tin* nrivst* of the 
kingdom. | country had perished on the rcatVold, or einigra-

iT1 ,iwl M t • 1 ted, his labours were welt onied l»v an in (rearingin lue present troc rations ot Met noun in in , » , , , , • , • .1 1 nunitXTOf persons who attended on his ministry,
our r ather-landv where Alcthooisin wns era-ip.nd testified their approbation of his doctrine.

w
mini-tn in Normandy.in the vil-1 eufluague*, 'Mew. Arcxat and Marnm, replied

fwourabh to las request. A call was addressed 
to him from some Churches in what is called the 

Pa vs de Cmix,” and in them he exercised hh 
ministry to the day of his death, and thus the 
leaven was placed in another measure of meal, 
in which it has since spread and extended itself 
great I v. An eminent evangelical minister, who 
is now the President of the Consistory ot the 
Iteforined Church in one of the largiml cities in 
France, acknowledged to tlie writer, tlust he 
owes his conversion to God to M. de Pontaviru's 
labours in the “ Pays de Vaux."

T hough thus separated by the. providence ani
F

these jilaees much gned wg« done, of which tlie 
frnlt remains to this day. Many yi ars since a 
Protestant of that nrighl*>ui h*sxl was speaking 
of some orphans to the clergyman of Ills v illage, 
who, in the presence ol vnur correspondent, ex­
po sseil his apprehensions, that, as some ot their 
relations were Catholics, the religious instruc­
tion of these children might be neglected, or 
perverted. To this it was immediately replied.

The true evangelical philosopher can never low 
sight of this fact in considering the history of spi­
ritual religion in the world, and the Conation 
pastor who, rather than incur the incidental im­
perfection referred to, would werifiee the wiile 
spread advantages of thow seasons of deep reli­
gious interest which wake up the multitude* to 
call upon (iod, and would prefer to conduct h* 
charge with the scarcely appreciable progress of 
a quiet, unawakened parish life, mistakes woe­
fully, we think, the urgeftcy of hii diVine eaR 
and the exigency of souls. 11c will certainly 
not find his justification in the Ministry of the 
prophet* of Christ, of the apostle*, or of thow la­
ter great “ workmen,” Luther, Edwaide, Wee- 
lev, foe., under whoec powerful kiboors persecu­
tion and fanaticism have raged, but who have, 
nevertheless, railed forth thousands unto the re­
surrection of spiritual life.

I ret us, then, not low our confidence in “ revi­
vals." Let tls avoid their usual defects as much 
as possible, but hail thorn with grateful welcome 
a* the time* of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord, llow many of us now reading these 
lines, owe all our spiritual hopes to them ? How 
tew of us have reason to believe that any of the 
usual monotonous means of those formal cherch­
es which object to such 'seasons, would have 
reached us iu our reckless courte ? How many 
of us emerged into the light of the u excellent 
glory" amidst the mockery of «corners or the 
contusion of weak and erring men, a* we expect 
to arise in the last glorious day, amidst the blas­
phemies of the lost and the conAuion of distolv- 
liig worlds !

The spiritual necessities of die time* not only 
demand a return of those special influences of 
tlie Spirit, but we think somewhat favourable 
circumstances exist at present to encourage us 
to labour and pray for tncm. • • • »

We repeat, not only do the necessities, but al­
so many favourable circumstances of the times, 
call upon all evangelical labourers to tie up and 
at work, looking for and hastening unto better 
days. Behold the fields are already white onto 
the harvest. Thrust in the sickle tlien, and ga­
ther the sheaves into the garner. Let esiiveially 
our iimnvniua feeble churches, recently planted, 
seek to reinforce their sttnngth, and save the 
things which are ready to perish, by laliouring 
(lira profound work of grace in their midst, and 
let us all place this object before us as Ihe 
g rest idea of the timet—the express aim ufot 
|rreaehing, praying and living. Accordi^kl 
our faith shall it be unto us.—Zion’s /V<r«wF

the grace of God. as lie believed, from the Me- 
Ihodist mcietics of the lieighbourhissl of Caen, 
he eliileaviiured to supjdy the void iH-easinned

our
to

(). you have nothing to fear on that score, for | bv his removal by his epistolary i-ojrespondenet
.... ... • I I " I.     . . ...... i".. 1 <1. ..... 4". . » i.innu v-ou r

Ibxl ami nurtured, mid where it now pn- 
senu this appenrance—not of the weakness 
■ir decrepitude of" old ago, but tlie cornelv 
pr qxinions and dignified mien—of a vign- 
'xijs manhood, our local brethren bear an 
honourable part. Their numlu r counts bv 
thousands. In t (Tort I lie v are laborious m .

Vnforttmntclv. he was <elz(d «-win after by 
the most ilistn -<ing. perhair, of human disea«es. ! 
His reason was affected. TTns ha** been at tribu- | 
ted to tlie vexatious conduct of the enemies ot . 
the truth, and to Ins being M-pftiT.ti il trom bis 
(’hristian trienus at Guernsey, with whom the ; 
war between France and England efieetuallv 
hindered his itill ivonrse. With great ilillieulty, j 
however, he at la-t obtained pcniiission to re- i 

. . j turn to (Jtiernst v. from the r iein h Ent|ieror. j
zeal ardent. 1 heir freedom from self-inte-, ]|js j, w.IltYiim to England, to an iisyhmi !
vast ix undeniable. In the absence of stated ' "'here his disorder could be attended to, and:
ktini.i-.r ti. .. i ,i he died in 1 HI ‘j, near Manchester, bis last words !
Ministers, they pervade the country, carry- j
uig the bread of life to famishing multitudes, j
aznl speaking “ a word in season"’ to mailv a f by which W in. Mahv whs withdrawn from la 
«tint of the Lord. From their miniM’r;l. | b^-urs liy wl,i, h (b.l was glorified in so high a 

. ,1 , . ‘ nu,asurv, arvl wlii. li vm* no usvl'ul to tnc iht-
1lu,,s thousands receive almost their 11 r - ---- - J
religious instruction. ‘ * • *

mg, “ All my trust is In the merry of (Iod."
It was undoubtedly a mysterious providence

which was very useful to them fur many years 
after his death, and while, they were without a 
preacher in consequence of the war between 
France and England. With the same view, la­
vished them as frcipicntly as the duties of his 
new -talion permitted ; and when, aflter two 
Years hard latiour, he fell into a decline, he was 
removed to Beu ville, “ to die," as he said, 
•• among oiv beloved friends.” T he heavenly in­
fluence which filled his soul, in his last illness, 
with purity and joy, was so great that he did not 
williiiL'Iv suffer anv converse in his presence 
that «a- foreign to the interested! the Country to 
which In- was about “ to take Ins last triumphant 
flight.”

lie died in December. 1H10, forty vearsnf age 
only. Ills memory is eudoluied in tlie heart* ol 
his Spiritual children and his friends. How »u- 
iierior in the eyes of the .Supreme Being, and of 
hole angels, are the fruits of lalsiurs and suf­
ferings like his, to the results, even when they 
are gmsl. which is rarely the case, ol the «kill and 
lalsiurs uf the men whom the world calls great.

1‘arit Curret/inndeiit of the -V. V■ Jidv. fl- 
Journol.

heil

pie among whom lie laboured. T he Lord ot the 
Of the spiritual brne-j liaiNest, however, was preparing another mes-

fita of their minium „„ , • . si nger of g<«sl tidings, in answer to the praversai» ui uieir ministry, eomc el the instances , .. ,, , • Ç, , , / ,, I of the little flock in Normandy. Among the nu-
are nown others are matter of rceonl—; nierons emigrants who sought a shelter in Eng- 
and by far the greater number, it mav be i land from tlie horrors of the Er* nrh revolution
will be revealed cnlv in ‘ the ,’,uv of «-;!""b. v of a distinguished (E.nilv of Brit-
. . „ . v M 1,1 t;mv, 1 K'iTf <lv I ontavairv. 11<‘ li.ul rear
Eord. lilts mstniineiitalitx bus been own- 1 the island * f .br-ev, anil while tlure. .> a te 
ed anil greatly blessed of (Iml, in that t.itrf i, r ,’l lhc E n n. li language. In made the

the. empire on the other side of the At-1 have had in the lift t..| Si a*. as .........
l.uitie, as the p:est history, and present ftate. I deputation from lie- Ifnf-h < i.nEieni • .) a 
of our cause, in that highly favoured land. w,'l! ^ . "f ":h,'r, ^' i1,od;>t pe, ,* I.. . - - «h 
abundantly and 6iUisfactor.lv t.-tify. Why i „„■: fee d to a of If,'-'
should it not he more general!v introdne* d ! mi*-ry. He afterwards n.uelad • 
and faithfully employed in that part of it ! 

which lie* ou this f * |

Ftalr of Rf!i;lon in the initrd Stairs.
The present state of religion in our country 

should alarm and arouse all good men. We 
have Intelv referred to the declension ot tlie pub- 
|i,■ moral»’: along with and chief cause of this 
wide Spread evil there has luiqui «tionahlv lieen 
an m

I.- lavii-it ,,n. anil w,tu Im 
re, in a revival oi reiegion 
hum lftuaiv.c.l aiui others

V,-.tc

"•> v-rt

led to In­
in ger and 

I, I h .Coke. 
i SheTael'I. 

the tv'.

ual deeaj uf pie'.v. 1 he Holy Spirit lias 
a,.. i,,,i unive.-.allv wiilc'.ravvn hi-gracious inlfueiiee :

u-v i val.- are is'en-i'.iiallv ii|*irled. but they are 
' -eitjum, and not to he exten-ive or prie

T h e- gem rat and powerful religious 
iiepies-i* ns wl,*;. h have marked the history ot 
tin-eountrv all along for more tiian halt a eeri- 
lurv. seem to have i ea-ed during several file 
vear-. T he v were attend'd, iiii<|ucstii>nab!y. by 
idle he ld, lit.,: evils, but vvbo will denV llial tliev 
wen-glorious visitation.- of God. however mar-

cl by liuuiah 1114 vrlvvli'Tfi : aud ^Lo fvtn u

Ictbodlim hi Montrrul.
The Wesleyan* In Montreal have three fire 

churches. An esteemed brother, who ha* been 
a few week* in the sister city, inform* 0* that 
the congregation* are pretty good. T he renne 
vais from Montreal no doubt hate materially 
affected the congregation* One of the church 
cs i* situated in Griilin Town, another in Que 
bee suburbs, and the principal one in St. Jamef 
street This last is. we presume, the finest Wes 
le v an church in British North America. Uc- 
ferriii" to these edifices, every way creditable lu 
oor friends in Montreal and to Methisllein in Ca­
nada, our rorresjioiideiit says, “ I livse iTiurebc* 
wen- erected under the auspices of our worthy 
and -li serve-ill i—teemed l'resident. Dr. lliehej , 
and it is m rv pli-ti- mg lor me to lie able to stou , 
that 11b minister - oninumds the love and esteem 
of tin I’rotestant lomiinmity hero more than 
does the honoured individual now at the head ot 
Our ecclesiastical affairs, in Western Canada.— - 
Vhrutian (iuardian.

Sinful Amottinrnti.
The Conference in its late Pastoral Addrm 

alfei tioilately urge»! upon the memlk-r* of the 
Wesleyan Chun li in Canada the ncrosritv of 
abstaining from all amu»emcnt» calculated to b tut 
the heart from Gml- The subject is one of va-l 
imtiortanee. in every jArt of America there is 
a danger to be apprehended from a compromise 
with the worl-1 in this matter. Many have lost 
their voiifi-1- ic e .m l |K-aeo by indulging in im-
pr-'per ainn ....... .. Such an indulgence ha*
occii the spiritual rtiiu of hun-lre-ls anil hun 
dreds iiior--are in j< ijiardy. Fully alive to this 
all tie Bishops of the M. K. ( htm h at a L’em ral 
li*-, line i.i New-York unanimously adopted the 
following, and pledged themselves to read , r 
1 nniiimuii atv the •uhstani e of the d-s pmenl 1“
• a- ii of the several Conferences tliroiiglu-iit the 
work :

“ Information received from n liable sour-c' 
has oeeorioued I» Ul ellUHajjl 'el l,,IIS fears' th'i; 
there is an increasing tenden- v among '-'m-’ '*i- 

I thrtn atwl eisters iu the Church, and In »*r" 1


