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not been thusconceived, it would not have existed; hut 
that common sense will not be offended, «hen it re
collects that the superior sense of philosophy has de
nied this conclusion.

'1*116 reader might equally turn to the former ana
lysis of the feather of the peacock, including a multi
tude of ideas which no man would willingly under
take to number ; while, if lie will examine the » Inde 
clothing of the animal, point by point, he may ask 
himself the question, which I need notrepe.it ; as he 
may, after this, attempt the larger sum, which in
cludes the whole feathered creation. This is to re
turn from the point to which 1 have brought him ; 
but it is to return upwards through all the animal 
organisations, under all their lowest details, in
cluding their internal structures ami actions with 
their external forms; while the constancy of the 
latter, and the precision of the former, will assure 
him tint there was m l the minutest circumstance 
which was not pro-roneeived in the Creator’s mind, 
could he still have any doubt on the subject. The 
steam-engine is repealed in successive ones, and its ! 
action is ever precise, for no other reason that this— ! 
us in no other manner could it be what it is ; and that | 
which the less demanded was assuredly required for j 
the greater.

The vegetable kingdom will afford an i!!;t: t ration 
under a somewhat ditferent form, since I can here j 
point out that comparison of simultaneous ideas which 1 
the extent uf the animal world did not well admit. I 
There is here a plan of some kind, though wc ran- ! 
not trace the whole, and it involves millions of ideas, ! 
as, without the previous possession of all the im:!u-l- I 
ed ones, no plan can be designed. Imperfectly un- j 
derstood as it is, we can see tint it consists in some
system of continuous subdivision, till it descends to 
a siglc species, and that the associations and the dis
tinctions are produced through the forms of almost 
innumerable parts, under similitude and dissonance. 
The botanist nomenclature knows well what difficulty 
he finds in perceiving all these distinctions, among 
even a few species, as he knows the variety and mul
tiplicity of minute circumstances on which they 
are founded ; and he therefore will estimate the mass 
of ideas contained in the whole. Differing from one 
thing, a single plant may differ from others in many 
—in flowers, and in slight variations of a flower ; in 
leaves, and in their minute incisions and evanescent 
outlines, as in far more which 1 need not here note, 
while, when differing on one point, it may resemble 
other plants in many parts and a few in nearly all ; 
and thus under a much farther intricacy of relation 
than it is necessary I should notice. Hence, imlepcnt- 
ly of the endless forms, each comprising numerous 
ideas, wc must attempt to conceive the comparisons 
and calculations in planning tho combinations 
through resemblance and dissimilitude, under which 
the arrangements of the vegetable world have been 
made, while in this there is necessarily involved a 
previous joint view, or simultaneous perception of 
every Included idea. Man. attempting similar things-, 
must have recourse to mechanical arrangements ns a 
substitute for that simultaneous conception which is 
not one of the allotted powers of his mind, while this 
becomes a tacit acknowledgment of the existence of 
tbat power in the Omniscient.

But under this mode, also, of viewing the co-exist
ence of the Divine ideas, it is best to select n single 
example ; ami I may take the rose, as being one of 
those plants in which the distinction of species arc 
very delicate or difficult, while, being once know n, 
they are recognized with certainty. This, in itself, 
marks that precision of ideas which nothing but the 
most entire knowledge could have possessed, while 
philosophy will acknowledge that an arrangement of 
!his nature could not have been made unless, with 
-hat precision, every minute circumstance had been

present at one view. In this flower, so mark, i ns n 
genus that no one can mistake it, ihr varia;!.:at. ! 
.combinations of parts w hich give individuality u< the 
numerous species arc often so minute and evane>i-nit. 
that they escape all but an acute botanist ; nor is 
even lie always secure, unless he ran bring these 

1 parts (vr ideas into comparison ; that is, wc cut tmt 
retain in our memories the simultaneous ideas . f the 
Omniscient mind on a subject so narrow ns tir- , 
since our sftjises, with c ur utmost attention, mu t I 
taxed to discern this infinitely minute atom cut of ,dl 
that was for ever know n to the Creator, as it wastx 
ccuted !>y him ; being, in this rase, ns in others, in
sured of the knowledge and of the intention i Lus to 
produce individuality, because each species is repeat
ed, through its seals, for ever.

Thus, what metaphysics infer, natural *cin.< <- 
proves ; while, if the cultivators of this have seldom 
raised their minds beyond it to Him through \\hmu it
e xists, so have me taphy sici.ms overlooked or ren......
ed ignorant of that which might often have, aid f 
them with ; run1-; of those pilot conclusions in which 
they res', ni.il.for the mo.-i part, w ilh !:ttl-effect. |r 
is truly said w i:!i all the human sciences, that he who 
limbs himsi If to tine will throw- little light ..n it , nm 
is it loss true, that st.ueely one can be duly iliu. 
trated without tlic aid of all the rest.

As the reader can now pursue fur him-elf tlm-e 
trains of thought respecting the physical unive rse, I 
may turn lei the moral that ri this also he may
sec Itoxv he can reflect <.n the <;uc .lion !.< f, re us. Th : 
living mid moving world of animals !.. i;:g a sent ici. , 
i- also a moral o::e-—a world el mini, of tin. ugh? - , 
of wishes, purposes, « If.iris, enjoyments, w hile dsn 
replete with iuvi niions and adaptations, eonirix I 
for the due ordering of this great m iss of w ill tv 1 
power, under relations to existing objects ; to that 
no desire should want its pursuit, nor any imir I ^ 
movement be without its means am! its end. *

1 stated a human case rs a ha is for the former b 
lustrations, I may hue follow the same plan. To 
Expedite an army across the s. as is a tie jmi.t n. - 
currcacc, while the reader must reflect ihr himself on 
the enormous mass ofknowl. dgc, the thousands of dis
tinct ideas, in morals and physics, w hicli must have ex
isted somcwhtffè before this could have been till cted. 
Yet, of all these, but few ever belonged to one man, 
as no Ilian could have conceived ihe whole, in .veil 
the slowest succession of ih tail ; it is the united toil 
of hundreds, as in them, it i- but recorded knowledge 
—not set ti, but sought when required. Ycl nil tins 
bears Hut the smallest proportion to the ideas ah.in: 
v. hicli produced tbos" maten.ds ami gave those pow
ers, as thro: constitute but an i’.fi :ite-imal among all 
those in the Omniscient mind on :.iial.igous suit j. els. 
The great armies of animals which occupi. s the 
earth must be lmu< d, am! clothed, ami fed ; its com
missariat is perfection, though but n small poitn/ii ol 
the total government ; w lvle the im:l:i| la ity of ideas 
in ibis alone surpasses all conception w lien that army 
amounts to myriads, w hich must bv numbered by the 
sands of Africa, under hundreds of thoii'unds of dif
fer! nt kinds desiring dilferent food. — Jilnccullorft'*
Pro rift and Illustrations of the .Utmhutcf 'j (!od.

CLAIMS or RELIGION ON THE YOVN(i.
DEI.IVKRtn BEFORE X MTEBAHY INSTITITr.

1 4m aware that an impression extensively pic 
vails that the religion of the New Testament a 
adapted only to the unenlightened and the w eak-mirid 
ed. And it is much to be regretted that this opinion 
is extensively cherished in seminaries of learning. 
Young men, but little more acquainted with the n 
ligum of Christ than with that of the false prophet, 
arc aft to think that they ran display 'heir "rmfi'ion


