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THE WESLEYAN,

D) you allow your children to attend’
balls, 4;nr[i(‘s of pleasure, plays, lhealrcs,f
and such hke? Remember the punish-
ment of Eli's sons, and what was done be- |
cause they made themselves vile, and he
[2i reproved them,

resiratned them not,
but that was not enough; he did not re-
serain them. Remember the fate of Absa-
lom!  Rewember! * And ye fathers pro-
voke not your children to wrrih, but bring
them uy ig the nurture and admouition of
: Endeavour to live in the fear

the Lord.” i
ot tue Lord, and to teach, ond by your ex- |
amsple tllustrate, the truths of the Bible. l
Your children are doubtless dear to you. {
O do not veglect their religious education ! |
Rather teach them to dress plain, to ln'e!
j4aiu, to be hnmble followers of Jesus, to
five 1n the fear of God, to walk in wisdom’s
wavs. to cultivate the miud, and to be ready
h.r'v\'(‘ry good word and work, than to shine
, or jawels, or any of the vanities of

the day.  Let no false delicacy keep you
rom being faithful to those who have beeu
trusted to your care; their eternal well-be-
1112 15, 1u a measure, comuitted to you. If
you as parents do not feel interesied in
tueir salvation enough to fauithfully warn
them of their danser, and poiut them tothe
great Physician, vourselves ieading the way,
wouder wot if yoa are called upon to mourn
the fearful consequences when it it shall be
torever too late.  Time is short.  Liernity
1s without end.  Life 1s uncertain.  Death
15 certain,  ‘T'he retributions of eternity are
not f1r off, and you and your children will
meet at the judgyment-seat of Cuorist. O

1 dres:

v

parents, clear your skirts of the blood of
vour clildren, lest you become their mur-
derers, and their bitter reproaches ring n

your ears to all eternity '—Chpfstian  Ad-

/

{ Journal.
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¢ LIlarnest Ministry’” in the churches, at the
To illustrate,
hiat }

it such s

present time.

1w concize or tamilinr way h

1C

t
t
1‘“\‘

1 {
meaning of the title of the Book, and of
nav just

Author, in giving it that title,

sav, that if there were a sutlicient portion or

quantity of any article, or thing, cither ac-
lnl:lll".' ]O=368st d, or re
community, Do 6ne Wou that
was a want of such article in that communi-
tv. It must be taken, theretore, even from
the mere title of the Book, that it
liberate and decided opinion of Mr. James,
that there is not such an * Earnest Ministry
at the present periol.  Dut Le has, in the
work itself, spoken far more plainly, and
quite at large on the point.
are some, among many other passages
cerning it.
Baxter, Howe, Owen, Bates, Manton, and
Charnoek, there can be little reason to be-
licve, that the moderns preach with the
sane results) that these men did,  As little
ean it be questioned, whether Whittield and
Wesley, with the men ealled ont by their
labours, both in the Church of Eneland, and
among Nonconformists, proclaimed the gos-
]wl of the erace of God, with more power
and success, than the preachers of the pre-
gent dav. It is better, therefore; to limit
the range of inquiry to the last quarter of a

century ; and to state the matter thns;

1

Il sav, there

18 the de-

Coll-

(lm's’
the preaching of the gospel now, taking all
evangelical denominations into the investi-
gation, appear to be followed with the same
saving and sanctifving results, as it was
then ; and, if not, docs there appear to be a
proyre ssive u’f///f./.«"["{/ of efleet, still coing
on. This, it must be obvious, is a question
which cannot be settled by very accurate
statisties 3 and for.the solution of which, we

mus=t depend pretty muach upon gencral re-

{0 ¢ 1 . . -
' ports, and concurrent testiimony. [t may be
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| are substituting zeal for piety, liberality, for
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“If we go hack to the time of |

|

| as to rejoice in the confession that is now

another part of the same Work, are)
tollowinz passazes regmrding the charch-
s generally 5= We behiold astrange com-
and worldly-mindedness :

L !
bination ot
areat activity for the
ted with

relizion |

v Sven
mnd I-‘

extension ot
in the lamentable
terence to the state of religion in the
apparent vigour at the extremities, with a
torpor at the heart.  Muliitndes

carth, um

TIOW hl'_'

morti 1l & merely social, for a per-

ication, a

« The christian lirnl'vv'um \
in its personal picty 3 the line of
and  the
world becomes less andless perceptible ; and ‘

S e
15 Sibking

separation between the  chuareh

thiz is takine place, less through the cleva-
tion of the world, than through the depres- |
In treatine of Chris- |

stoin of the chharel”
tian miuisters, he says—* How clse than by |
admitting a dericdeacy of our picety, can. we
account tor the fact ol a duninished cfliciency
in our ministry.”  In regard to the masses
of the population, he writes—There is
room cnough for all denominations, in the
vaist wilderness of our neglected and un-
christanized population s and we have no
need to look at cacl Inbours with
jealousy and envy.  Satan is ruining souls
faster than all of us, united, can save them.”
“ In many places of worship, connected with
the Istablishment, even where the gospel
is preached, but preached with feebleness,
do we find =mall congregations, and few
souls converted to God. Do we rejoice
over thi=? On the contrary, it is for a !
gricf and a lamentation.  And is there u"
heart so envenomed with the gall of higotry,

1 other'’s

made, that many of our congregations are
withering away, under the ctlete mintstra-
Such awithering
The

., I tor: ”»
concealed, 1t 15 notorwus,

tions ot incompetent men.
is indeed going on in ey pluces.
{act cannot be

With reference to the upper and literary
classes, the Rev. Author, in the same work,
thus expr himself,— ¢ [Tavine referee

lic Toaound feeline

& .
oul ; |

[ injuriously affected

and authorities which  lave
siven,in previous letters, expressly regard
Some of, t
zoneind, or most comprehensive facts, ~how-
ing the deep and extensive igjuries to on
holy christianity, from these sources of pir
fanity, and erime, will, however, be quite
propriate here.  They will serve, it is hoped,
to convinco even a carcless reader, or o
sceptieal on the point, that there is not the
shightest exagzgerat'on in asserting, ihat in-
toxicating liquors, in various way# and n
every thing relating to them, and through

Pu(ll -'l;: lv'.,

g those ruinous subjects.

| very many ages, down to the present time,

have proved more preventive of the exien-
sion of religious truth, and more deeply i

jurious to the spiritual interests of mankind,
in all the departments and operations of the

{ church, than all the other causes which ha

those interests I'o
commence then at the origin of this rainous
cause, the reader may bricfly be intormed
or reminded, of the following general o
or principal facts on the subject—Namely,
that about séety millions of bushels of goud
and wholesome grain, given by the gracious
Creator for food, are annually destroyed 1n
the United Kingdom, in the manufacture of
intoxicating drinks—a destruetion evidently
contrary to the duties of religion, benevo-
lence, and common humanity ; and this too,
while many in the same Kingdom, are p
rishing, and others are pining with want
And, turther, which drinks, so far from |
ing at all needed, are constantly causing
crime, disease, and death, pauperisia and
wrctchodness, and all the other evils which
it is the design of genuine religion to pre-
vent, or to witigate,—that upwards ol 100 -
000 persons descerate every Sabbuth in th
vear, by doing some work i the manufae-
ture of those liquors 3 that nearly (wo md
lions more, also deseerate the same
day by thoe sale and use of those liqnors ;—a
large proportion of whomn, as well as of the
tuanufgeturing profaners, are members, and
not a few of them, oflice bearers in churehy
—that by such use, nhout st hundved tho

nered

andd ( ¥ ure constantly to be found
in the | v o whom, {uw]-«“‘ﬂ. ity
v » By die, through’
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n, | \ reference to such pauper
themsclve d ot v are burthened
with heavy taxat for ther support. 1y
veason of ou taxation, these last canno
i roeriploy the pocaniary means whicl
\ | [T cwise luove it in then Jrow
) o tor the promotion of the inter
of 1 sion, either with reference 1o
5 i others. Dt there is, next
sti] more extensive and afllictive inju
(TR URY sacrod interests, by the com
ot the enormous number of crime
perpeiral in the United Kingy
2 {1 the siane cau-c, being, as is trul
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