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empty sensation and a desire to be
amused are what attracts the multi
tudes, and religion and morality gain
nothing thereby. There are plenty of
such fashionable, so-called religious re-
sorts in London, where the not wioly
abandoned worshippers frequent, but
they are not so favored as was the as
sembly that listened to Goldsmith's
model parson preacher, nor do those
who “go to scoff remain to pray.”
Their hour of curiosity or entertain-
ment ended, they return again to their
flesh-pots aund their idols, and to them
the religious world is as black and
dreary as before.

If we ascend to the wealthy churches
of the upper middle classes and aristoc-
racy what do we find ? We see super
fluity of splendor and riches on all
sides, but we seriously doubt if these
favored worldly conditions be promot-
ers of virtue and morality ; we rather
incline to the opinion that those aristo-
crats, secure in their wealth and posi-
tions, will feel pretty much as did the
pharisee of the Gospel. They will
“‘thank Goa,” perhaps, ‘‘ that they are
not as the rest of men,” etc. Their
pride will swell with a sense of their
exalted stations in which the common
ality of mankind cannot touch them.
The proportion of Christians typified
by the bumble ‘‘Publican who also
went up into the temple to pray,”

is small in London, as it is in the

kingdom at large; and it may be
reasonably inferred thet this sad relig-

ious condition is due to the rebellious
moral spirit evoked by the so-called

eformation of the sixteenth century.
It was then and by that act of spirit-

nal revolt that licentious men burst the

salutary religious restraints which | tjon of the Pope would be something
alone could suffice to keep them in | 5yiy to ¢ Hamlet” without the melan-
just and humble bounds. And the}chgy goliloquist. In his anxiety to

are suffering the moral consequences of
Luther's and Henry VIIL's religious
The wayward throngs do
not perceive their error because their
empire is materially prosperous, and

revolution.
they can boast of conquests abroad
Despite this worldly

heart of the nation

pre-eminence
there is in the depths of the serious
a sentiment of
spiritual and religious remorse and a

visitors from the distant nations of the
earth.
Severe critics and moralizers in the
past and present have predicted the
downfall and ruin of the great historic
city on the Thames; but they forget
that the destroying angel promised to
spare the doomed cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah if only ten just persons could
be found within their walls. This
saving clause, if mercifully applied
in the present or in the future, will
always keep London from destruction
because there are teps of thousands of
devout Catholic communicants who
daily and weekly assist at the offering
of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and
who pray that heaven may shower
down the blessing of converting grace
upon the nation as God has already
done upon the thousands of converts
who have returned to the true fold
within the past decade.
Wm, Ellison.
NSRS UL,
Zola’s Hypocrisy.
Zola, the unsavory French novelist,
has been recently placed in an awk-
ward “fix". His book on ‘‘ Rome” at-
tracted widespread attention, and as
some parts of it were a caricature on the
Pope it naturally offered a few drops of
consolation to anti Catholic bigots.
But the death of Cardinal Galimberti
places Zola in an unenviable light.
Amongst the Cardinal’s papers was
found an extraordinary letter from the
French novelist beseeching the Car
dinal's influence to secure him an
audience with the Pope. Zola natur-
ally thought that a novel entitled
“ Rome" without a first hand descrip-

proud, imperial English people to-day | sacure the interview with the Pope he
protested that he had always been a
Catholic, and a ‘‘zealous” Catholic to
boot. All Zola's efforts to see the Pope
were failures. And yet this is the un-
clean hypocrite who is taken by some
* | people asanauthority on Roman affairs!
| Zola knew next to nothing of what he
wrote. The Pope would not lower
himself or his oftice by admitting such
a vile scoundrel to an audience.

growing of conscience, which make the
people feel that their ancestors did
wrong in throwing off the Catholic

yoke at the bidding of a licentiou:

king and his subservient parliament. ] ‘
Had England firmly resisted the largely, if not solely, on the condition

wave of error that swept across from
Germany, the present and past genera-

b
¢ Canst thou minister to & mind dis-

g eased ?" asks Macbeth. Certainly, my
lord ; the condition of the mind depends

tianity best, and made a famous edict
in Milan. And it is said that he laid
the deep foundations of the old Church
of St. Peter’s which afterward stood
more than eleven hundred years, He
built it over the little oratory of An
acletus, whose chapel stocd where the
saint’s bedy had lain, under the near
est left hand pillar of the canopy that
covers the high altar as you go up
from the door. Constantine’s church
was found on the south side, within the
lines of Nero's circus, outside of it on
the north side, and parallel with its
length. Most churches are built with
the apse to the east, but Constantine’s,
like the present basilica, looked west,
because from time immemorial the
Bishop of Rome, when consecrating,
stood on the farther side of the altar
from the people, facing them over it.
And the church was consecrated by
Pope Sylvester 1., in the year 326.
It needs 50,000 persons to make a
crowd in St. Peter's. It is believed
that at least that number have been
present in the church several times
within modern memory ; but it is
thought that the building would hold
50,000 —as many as could be seated on
the tiers in the Colosseum. Such a
concourse was there at the opening of
the .l'cumenical council in December,
1869, and at the two jubilees cele-
brated by Leo XI1IL, and on all three
occasions there was plenty of room in
the aisles, besides the broad spaces
which were required for the functions
themselves.

The building is so far beyond any
familiar proportions that at first sight
all details are lost upon its broad front.
The mind and judgment are dazed and
staggered. The earth should not he
able to bear such a weight upon its
erust withont cracking and bending

like an overloaded table. Oa each
side the colonnades run curving out

like giant arms, always open to re
ceive the nations that go up there to
worship. The dome broods over all,
like a giant's head motiouless in medi-
tation.

The vastness of the structure takes
hold of a man as he issues from the
street by which he has come from Sant’
Aungelo. In the open space in the
square and in the ellipse between the
colonnades and on the steps, 200,000
p:3n could be drawn up in rank and
tile, horse and foot and guns. Except-

of the stomach, liver, and bowels, for
all of which complaints Ayer's Pills are

tions would have been saved much of . ** the sovereignest thing on earth.”

ing it be on some special occasions,
there are rarely more than 200 or 300
persons in sight. The paved empti-

what is really the floor below may not
be in reality the ceiling above, and
whether one's sense of gravitation be
not inverted in an extraordinary
dream, At that distance human
beings look no bigger than flies, and
the canopy of the high altar might be
an ordinary table.
And thence, climbing up between
the double domes, one may emerge
from the almost terrible perspective to
to the open air, and suddenly see all
Rome at one's feet, and all the Roman
mountains stretched out to south and
east, in perfect grace of restful outline,
shoulder to shoulder, like shadowy
women lying side by side and holding
hands.
Aud the broken symmetry of streets
and squares ranges below, cut by the
winding ribbon of the yellow Tiber ;
to the right the low Aventine, with the
dark cypresses of the Protestant ceme
tery beyond, and the Palatine, crested
with trees and ruins; the Pincian on
the left, with its high gardens, and the
mass of foliage of the Villa Medici be
hind it ; the lofty tower of the Capital
in the midst of the city ; and the sun
clasping all to its heart of gold, the
just and the unjust, the new aund the

and decay—generous as only the sun
can be in this sordid and misery world,

blood, and a rood of growing
means a pound of human flesh.

that always gives itself to
in the sunshine, and Rome
sunlight is a very grim and gloomy
town to day.

It is worth the effort of climbing sc
high. TFour hundred feet in
you look down on what ruled half the

rules the other half to-day by faith

discord and of religion which the worl
has ever seen, A
have been written about it by a thou
sand wise men. A word will tell wha
it has been—the heart of the world

old alike, past and present, youth, age

where bread is but another name for
corn
The
gun is the only good thing in nature
i man for
nothing but the mere trouble of sitting
without

the air,
worid by force for ages, and on what
the greatest centre of conguest and of

thousand volumes

Hither was drawn the world’s blood by

many years afterwards
In extending the foundations of the
church, Paul I1I. eame upon the bodies
of Maria and Hermantia, the two wives

of Honorius, the Emperor who **dis
established " paganism in favor of
Christianity They were  sisters,
daughters of Stilicho, and had been
buried in their imperial robes, with

many rich objects and feminine trink
ets ; and they were found intact, as
they had been buried, in the month of
February, 1515,  Forty pounds of fine
gold were taken from their robes alone,
says Baraccomi, without counting all
the jewels and besides a great number
of precious stones. The Pope melted
down the gold for the expenses of the
building, and set the gems in a tiara,
where, if they could be identified, they
certainly exist to-day—the very stones

worn by empresses of ancient Rome,
F'rom time immemorial the well con
taining the marble staircase which

leads down to the tomb of St. Peter has
been called the *“Confession.” The
word, I believe, 18 properly applied to
the altar rail, from the ancient prac
tice ot repeating there the general
confession immediately betore receiv
ing the Communion, a customm now
somewhat modified. DBuat I may be
wrong in giving this derivation,” In
deed, a marble balustrade foliows the
horseshoe shape of the well, and upon
it are placed ninety-five gilded lamps
which burn perpetually. There is
gaid to be no special significance in the
number, and they produce very little
effect by daylight.

But on the eve of St. Peter's day,
and perhaps at tome other seacons, the
Pope has been known to come down to
) | the church by the secret staircase lead
ing into the Chapel of the Sacrament,
y | to pray at the apostle’s tomb.  Oa such
occasions a few great candlesticks with
wax torches are placed on the floor of
the church, two and two, between the
1| chapel and the confession.  The Pope,
attended only by a few chamberlaing
and Noble Guards, and dressed in his
t | customary white cassock, passes swiftly
along in the dim light, and descends
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the steps to the gilded gate beneath the

all the roads that lead to Rome, anc
mighty arteries in the Caesars' road
redden the world with

that was the history of old Rome—th

. ness makes one draw a breath of sur-

hence it was forced out again along the

to be spilled in the Caesars’ battles —to
the Roman
name, Blood, blood and more blood —

blood of brothers, the blood of foes, the
blood of martyrs without end. It
flowed and ebbed in varying tide at

1| high altar. A marble Pope kneels
there too, Pope Pius Vi, of the Braschi
8 | family, his stone draperies less white

face scarcely whiter than the living
Pontiff's alabaster features.
O -

roportion and

e -
Peculiar in combination,

illa ssesses great curative value,
lhoul{iﬂtry ity

than Pope lL.eo's cassock, his marble |

preparation of ingredients, Hood's Sarsapar- |
on

THE HOLY BIBLE

(A SMALLER EDITION)

Translated from the Latin valgate, Neatly
| bound in eloth, Size 10 X 7 x 2, and welghs 3
pounds G ounces, This book will ho sent to
any address on same conditions asthe larger
edition for Iars and a year's credit
Zlven on s m to Tue CarnoLio
LECORD,

It is always better to kend remittances by
money order, but when cash is s ntthoe letteg
should In every case be registercd,

Address—THOMAS COFFEY,

Catholic Record Office, » LONLON, Ot}




