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THE PEELER AT RAHENY.

The nlmost daily reports of crue! evic-
tions, of trials and imprisonments of
priests of Gad end members of Parlia-
ment, must convince the outside world
of Ireland’s miegovernment, by her in-
humsan and tyrapnical opprescors, the
Balfours and Salisburys of the present
day. History tells how for the last seven
bundied years Ireland has never had
one yesr given ber to shape her own
destinies, or develop her resources, or
enjoy in peace the fruits of her own
fertile eoil and genial climate. But cut-
siders would fancy that with the pro-
gress of the nineteenth century and the
#xtinclion of fudalism in every other
oountry under the sun that at
least the (ueen and Government
of Englsnd, considered the freest and
moat coligatened nation under the sun,
would st lesst keep pace with the
general advance of modern thovght and
enlightened viewa in regard to the com.
fort und conteniment of every subject,
People livig under the despolic sway
of the Russgian Czar, or of the man of
blood and iron in Prussia, or under any
form of Government, Republican or
Monarchical, in Europe or Americs,
must stand mule in astonishment at the
slow progress Logland is making towards
liberal policy and bumane or enlighi-
ened government  Her persevering and
rolentless cruelty towards her eubjects
of [rish blood, who still hold on to the
land of their birth, is & problem not
wasily solved by men who enjoy freedom
and cit down peacefully under their own
winy and fig-iree in other lands, In
no  other couniry are the people
ruled and legislated for by foreign boards,
or government boaids of any kind. In
@ilies and counties the people are allowed
to make their own special provisions
for soliaols, for reformatories, for the poor,
for the peace and for the Church. In
Jreland everythiong in these connections
is vegulated by government boards
sitting in Dublin and composed, for the
most pait, of foreigners, These are
Woglishmen or Scotchmen with enor
mous ealaries filched by law and injustice
from the pockets of the people, Every
schaool teacher in Ireland must be em-
ployed by the Board of kiucation
sitting in Dublin, Every chsnge made
10 s workhouse, every pound of oatmeal
or potatoes served out, every rate struck
by the poor law guardians, every «flort
made to better the couditicn of the poor,
to <lect & echool teacher  or ad-
mit a chaplain or a nur—in fact,
every hand’s turn and act to be
scoomplished must first of all be sent
to the Government Board sitting in
Dublin, and obtain its sanction and ap
proval, There is no such despotism, we
firmly believe, exercised, and with such
a high bend, in any country, over a

wivilized people, than iz by law practised
in too government of Ireland, There.

fore is it that Irelend is in a constant

to of siege, as though war had been
vimed and were in aotual existence,
with | ite fears snd horrovs, Dut
» will get accustomed to anything,
and familiarity beget couterapt,
[rish people are so long sccustomed
vie and barsh treatment that
sflord to laugh at their mis.
e, and make meiry over griev.
other  coun.
driee cause a rebellion, Well, it
. be just a&s well. They are
y powerless to vindicate their lib
orlic : redress their grievances, by
force or an appeal to arms,
which would be madness, All they can
Ao iv to bide their time, and await in
patierc> the opportunily that must
Some S0me day and soon, Meanwhile,

avees that would in

Y

they very often kill by ridicule, They
make use of wit instead of weapons, and
raise & laugh where it would be worse
than uscless fo cry, Among other
humiliations and annoyancas, the people
in Ireland jast now must put up with
conttant surveillance. No man can
pess from one town to another without
undergoing exact serutiny at the hands
of the police. A constable is seen night
and day pacing up and down at
every railway station, He sometimes
enters marks and hieroglyphios in his
memorandum bock and at ticies walics
up to a stravger to erquire if he may
have any fire.arms on his person. The
people bave been poking fun at the stal-
wart copstable, but it is dengerous to
lsugh ia his face or whistle “Harvey
Dutt” in his hearing, Were a small boy
to put his band to his nose tandem
fashion and look at the peeler the
chances are he would get two months on
a plank bed, with every second day
epent in the black hole. The sentiment
eveked by this feature of Balfourism has
found voice in & popular ballad lately
composed by Mr, T, D. Sallivan. We
subjoin it s it appoared a few week ago
in the Dublio Nation ;

A mystery to me '

I8, why certain things should be
Huch a4 tares in wheat, and weeds among

the flowers,

Sueh as warts upon the nose,

Such as corns upon the Loes,
And owls and bats in vy mantled towers,

But a deeper problem suill,

That defles my utmost skiil,
Is to flad out why & pecler, black acd

greeny,

Ia su:shine, wind or rain,

Al the coming of each train,
Perambulutes the statlon st Raheny,

No busy human throng
Comes rushing there niong ;
There 1s nothing new or sirange to be ex:
pected ;
No properly 1s there
To be stored or watched with care,
There's nought to be prevented or detected.
On this pvzzie as I go
Down 0 sutton, to and fro,
Ot I _ponder till I'm out of sorts and
spleeny ;
Yeu I never can mako ont
Why that peeler hangs # bout
The trauqail 11ttle station of Raheny.

On this subject now and then
I have talked with many men
Reputed to be mines of information;
But thelr uaual reply
Is: they know not inore than I,
Bo I still have got to find an explanation,
With this view I've made a call,
Oan Tim Murray and Jack Hall.
I have also asked Theophiins McSweeny,
But none knows whai the deuce
Ia the purpose, need or use,
Of the peeler at the statlon at Raheny.

T.D. 8

DOCTRINAL VAGARIES.

Dz Justin D, Falton, whose foul utter.
ances against the Blessed Virgin brouyht
80 severe a reprimaud from the Bisbop of
Chester cn Rev. Mr. Gregory, a minister
of the church who preslded at the meeting
at which the expressions were used, has
been the reciplent of a plaster for his
wounds which the Earl of Tankerviile
sonds bim in the shepe of a letter approv.
Ing of his vageries, The Exrlalso 88y8, on
thesubjectof “nunneries and monasteries,”
that the way in which Dr. Fulton spoke
of them, In condemastion, was especlally
azreeable to him, At the same time
Canon Farsar comes out at the Church
Conventlon, not only favoring the exist-
ence of such institutlons In the Establish-
ment, but decluring that the three vows
taken by monks and nuns In the Catholic
Courch must be introdaced Into these in-
stitutions in the Itabllshment to make
them of any use, viz., poverty, chastlty
and cbedience. Bat of course we are all
aware that these various opinlons are just
the oplnions of individuals, The Ohurch
takes good care to bave no opinfon or doe-
trine whatsoever on these subjects, and
some may belleve doctrines which, accord
Ing to others, are “damnable,” and the
Church is quite plactd and smilingly toler.
ant all the while,

Ancther example of thls admirable
toleration {s to be found in the strovg
reeolutlons recently psased by a Chusxch
mostlog In Montreal against ihe propased
introduction of a surpliced cholr iuto one
of the churches. It was unanimcuely
decided st this vigorous meeting that a
surpliced choir savors too much of Popery,
but & highly Evangalical (Low Church)
clergyman has already {nformed the sturdy
protesters that a surpliced choir fs by 1o
moaus Popieh, Saich choirs are to be
f;und in the most “Evangelical” Churches
ln Eogland, Also, while the Right Rev,
Blshop of Chester ln the same letter in
which he reproves his own subjact, Rev.
Mr. Gregory, for not vindicating
the doctrine of the virginity of
Mary, the Mother of God, accuses Cathollea
of “Marfolatey,” that is to say, idolatry in
regard t) Mary, we have now an unex.
pected declaration by the Rev, Pallip
Schaff, Professor of the Presbyterian
Ualon Theological Seminary, and Presi-
dent of the American Committee which
wade the new revislon of the Bible. Mr.
Scheft says, in reference to the question of
revislon of the Westminster Confession of
Faith : “Revislon of the Westminster
Confesslon must come socner or later, , ,
Lam In favor of dropping the refarencs
to the Pope as antl-Chrst, and the
220000000 of commuufcants {n the
Roman Catholic Church as ‘Idolaters,’
Sach a judgment {s untrue, unjust and
uvcharlieble.” Tals from a Preebyterian
Is very new and quite refreshing,

In this Rev. Mr., Schaflf 1s certainly
right, yet no one has been in the past
more futolerant than he in accusing the
atholic Oburch  of wanderlog from
Chrlst’s doctrine, because the Church by

wohiat they cannot reach by force of arms

her doctrinal decrees preserves her mem.

bers from belog “carrled about by every
wlad of doctrine.”

We haveansther vagary in the position
recently assumed by the Caurch of Eog.
laud 1o Canads towsids the Pre:byterisna,
It 15 serlously proposed by a large seeilon
of the Chuzch to form with the Preshy.
terlans a “Corporate Unfon,” In which the
ordlastion of Presbyterfan minfsters shali
be recognized a4 valld ordiration to the
Christlan minfetry, notwithetauding that
it bas always been been held In the Eog.
lish Cauzch that Episcopal ordfustios is
necerssry ; and, strange to eay, some of
the Eaglish clergy whoee opinions na to
the neceesity of Apostolic suceession in
the winistry are most decided, are the
most resclute advocstes for such & unlon,
The Rev. Mr. Langtry wrote recently a
letter to the Mall in which he etrongly
advocated the unfon on the basis we have
specified, though be has In the past
figured as a strenusus upholder of the
Kplscopal ordinstlon eud Apostolic sue-
ceeslon as of divive Insiitution, Does rot
bis later viaw lead to the just suspiclon
that Divine {nstitution is consldered to be
of little consequerc: by the slde of ¢x.
pediency ! There ls no donbt that the
views expreeced by Rev, Frederle Anbert
Gace, Vicar of Great Parling, Essex, In a
lttle catechism which 15 very extensively
used In England in “familief and parochial
tchools,”” are entertained very gererally
In the Church of Esgland, especlally
among thise members who profess to
bold High Church views,

In thls catechiem we find the following:

Q —Is not the Presbyterien Church of
Scotland, as it 1s denomionated by law,
considered by the Courch as ome of Its
branches ?

A —No; and therefore there is & branch
of the true Church of Christ in that coun
try, which, for the sake of distinction, 1s
called the Episcopal Chuich,

Q —We have amorgst us various sects
aud denominations who go by the general
name of Dissenters, In what lighi are we
o conslder them 7

A —As heretics ; ard in our Litary wa
exprosely pray 1o be delivered from the
elus of “false doctrine, beresy, and schism.”

Q.—Is then their worship a laudable
service ?

A.—No ; becruse thoy worshlp G.d
sccordieg to thelr own evil and corrupt
imagluasions, aud not according to His
revesled will, end therefore their worship
{s idolatrous,

Q —Ix dissent; a greatsin 7

A—Yes, it 18 In dlrecy oppoeition to
our duty towards (3 ,d,

Q —How comes it then in the present
day that it is thought so lightly of ¢

A —Partly feom ignorsnce of its great
sinfulness, and partly from men being
more zealous for the things of this perish-
ing world thaa for the L)rd of Hosts, ete,

Thoeo who use this catechism seem to
be in bllssful ignorance of the fact that
the Cburch of Eogland is itself schism
from the one Church which Chiist estab-
lished, and which has come down to the
present day by unbroken succession, The
eln of echism conelsts in eeparation from
that one Church in unlon with the Pope,
and not in separation from the Ohurch of
Eogland, which fs ltself a echismatical
body.

Of what use 1s a Church at all, 1f it
point not out the truth to its adherents,
or {f it do not exercise the authority com.
witted by Corlet to His Church to correct
erring brethren, when He rald : ““If he will
uot hear the Church, let him be to thee
8a the heethen and the publican 27 (St,
Matt, xvtif, 17 )

———

THE POSITION IN FRANCE.

Soon after the appesrance of the clr-
cular of Mona, Thevenet, the French
Minister of Justlce and Publie Worship,
warning the Archbishops and Bishops of
France that priests should remaln per-
fec'ly neutral in the electoral contest
Which was then on the polnt of taking
place, a cablegram was published in
American papers statiog that the Holy
Father had sent to the French Govern.
ment & protest agaluet this attack upon
the liberty of priests ae citizane, There
{a not the least doubs that in doing this
His Holiness would have stood perfectly
within his rights as the chief guardlan of
Catholic Interests throughout the world :
yet 1t does not appear that any such
letter was written,

It was not necamsary for the Pope to
write, as the French bishops themselves
are quite on the alert to vindlcate thelr
righte as citizens and the rights of the
clergy, and they have, by no means, been
backward in informing Mons. Thovenet
that his circularis a direct attack upon the
liberty which s enjoyed by all French
citlzens, and that the clergy will not son-
sent to be deprived of that liberty,

The Government were evidently fearful
lest the Influence of the clergy would he
thrown Into the scale egalast them, and,
consldering the character of the mersures
they have been forclng on the French
people, they had good reason for thelr fear,
L¢ Is not surprising that the clergy should
detive a Government which will allow the
priests to be tralned s priests, without
befng obllged ty do duty as soldiers, for,
neceseary as soldlers ure to ensure the
prestige and permanency of the G yvern.
ment, & priesthcod s also needed, properly
tralned for the adm'nistration of the sac-
raments and the {nstruction of the peopls
la thelr duties as Chrietlans ; and 1t s not
in the barracks that a fisting education for
the priesthood s to bo acquired, S, alzo,
a Catholle people must be convinced of

the necessity of a religious education,

They are not likely, therefore, to favor a
Government which would turn religion
out of the echools, nor wou'd the f: fluence
of the pricstbood be In favor of sucha
Government,

Mous Thevenet's circalar proves that
the Goverpment are fully aware that their
polley has been such as to meke them
odious to all who have at heert the wel-
fare of a Catholic people ; and to cffect
thelr purpose they deefred to leseen the
fvflaence which the clergy bad a perfect
right to exert: they wiched the apoetles
of Athelem to bave full leave to corrupt
aud intimidate the people, whilethe clergy,
thovgh equaliy Frenchmen with them-
selves, were to be debarred from uslng
thelr rights which & Republican form of
Governwment professes to secure to every
clt/zen,

Buat Mons, Thevenet was not sHowed
to have all his own way, The Blzhop of
Seez lost no time in sending to the Minfs.
ter of Justice & written protest sgrinat this
favaslon of lberty, S)me extracts from
the Blshop's letter we recorded last week,
We will here quote ouly the followlng
parsgraph :

“We are not fore'guers, but French
citlzens like yourself, and ae such we

claim the rights of which you canuot de-
prive vs.”

This {s & manly reply to Mons, Thev-
enet’s statement that

“The Goversmect, in makirg use of
Ite disciplinary power over the wmembers
of the clergy, will not hasitate to punish all
those who shail overstep the line of con.
duct which ever slnce the Concordat all
Governments kave enforced ; for you wiil
remember that the first and principal
cause of the difficuliias that sroee between
the religlous authorittes end the efvil
power at the commevncement of the pre-
eent regime was the violatlon of this rule
oa the pars of the clexgy.”

Bui M>ns, Thevenet 8ays worse than
this. He actually threatens to deprive
the priests of the small subsddy which is
glven to them by law if they treargrees
bia maodate, Haesys:

“All poli icn]l menccuvresand preachipge,
end generaily all acisimbued with BY8Leln.
atic hostility, would fnvolve the Iramedi-
ate cancellicg of the names of such priests
from the lists of the clergy subridiz.d by
the State,”

Certaluly the small sum of 870 which
wany of the priests receive es a Govern-
ment subsidy would poorly repay them
for the loss of manhood and the rights of
citizenshlp, and the priest who would be
terrified by such & threat weuld be ur-
worthy of hls cffics ; but none are less
likely than prlests to be so terroyiz:d,

Mgr. Marport, Bichop of St, Claude, 1s
another of the prelates who cet Mone,
Thevenst’s threats st defisnce, As eoon
ag ha received the disfranchising notice he
sent a clrcular to all the priests of his
diocese in wkich he sald :

“Would to God that all the faithful en-
trusted to your care snd called upon to
vote chould well underatand the duties
devolviog upon their conseienses. If they
do, they will all attend at the appointed
place, for staylug away {sn crime ; all will
vote for the most deserviog, the most
capable, aud the surest defenders of rolig
fon, who are, at the same time, the strong-
eet and most eingle minded sapports of
our dear France,”

The Bishops of Valence, Marseiiles,
Versaillee and Vannes bave spoken In
like terme in circalars whick they lesued
to the priests of their respactive dioceses,
80 that Mors, Thevene: will have plenty
of werk if he proceeds against them as he
has threatened to do,

The electlons are now over, and the
Republicans are in a majority iu the
Chamber, but it is the Moderate Republl.
cen Party who now form the mejorlty,
As there have been numerons evidsnces
of Iate that the Athelstlc proclivitics of
the Government are not agreeable to the
Moderates, we may well entertaln tle
hope that though the new Chamber will
favor a Republican Government, an
Atheletically-Inclined Government  wil
find itself with little support, It fs gener-
ally acknowledged that Boulanglsm s
dead, but It is & great mistake iato which
some antl-Cathollc journals in Canada
have fallen, to suppose that the Frerch
clorgy placed their rellance on B sulanglem,
or cven favored it. The Church is not
connected with any special form of GG yy-
ernment, It cau flourlsh as well under a
Republic as under a Monarchy, and we
#re not too sangulne wheu we tay we
ressonably hope for better times for
religion under the new Ohamber,

That there is good reason for this hope
1s rendered still more clear by the fact that
the Archbishop of Rhelms has been en.
trusted with a letter from President
Carnot to the Pupe thankiag the Holy
Father for his neutrality In the electlons,
fn retura for which tha Pzesident promises
to esupport the moderate conciliatory
polley of the Chuich,

[t 1s already pesitively asserted” thet
lesding Monarchisis are manifeativg g
conciliatory dlspesltlon towards Modera'e
Republicans, and asenredly Af  these
advances be well received the resnlt will
be a dispositfon to govern the country
with more respect for religlon and for the
wishes of the French peopls

A couverslon o the Church cqually
remerkable has followed that of Ansenio
Frarchi, the well known [taltan phileso.
pher and professor, after thirty years’
separation from rellilon, A Spanish
physleian, a writer of great eminence, and
a Froemazon of high degree, has returned
to the Church and has become & novice of
the Order of Jesus, His namels Dr,

Huertas Lczano,

!
THE PREMIERS SPEECH AT

WESTPORT,

The subject of the Jesuit estates has
beea co fully discussed that it bzcomes
slmest tiresome to recall it again, yet
the speech of Bir John Macdenald nt
Westport treats the matter go well and
80 ably that it deserves more concidera.
tion than we were able to give it last
week. Whenever Sir Jobn treats a sub-
ject which coneerns the public poliey of
the Dominion he ha? something (o say
which is worthy of attention, and of
course we could not expect his West
port speech to be an exception to the
general rule,

It is highly suggestive that his speech
was delivered at & Methodist picnic,
above all other occasions, Theu the
Methodist clergy, none have more per-
tinacicusly paseed reeolutions abusive
of the Jeeuits, and condemna‘ory of the
Government for not havivg disallowed
the Jesuite’ Estates Act, and there has
been no end of our hearing the political
parsons denouncing against the polit1.
cians all the vengeance that their
influence cen  bring  down upon
them This is the tone taken at all the
synods, conferences and presbytery
meetings which have epoken on the ques-
tion ; yet the eame individuale who thus
rpesk never tire of accueing the Catholic
hierarchy and priesthood of intimidating
the electors, under threat of gpiritual
aund temporal penalties, Whaat else than
intimidation are the letters of ex-Bishop
Carmar, which demand that condign pun
ishment be icflicted upon ali the mem.
bers of the Government, snd upon the
one hundred and eighty eighty members
of Parliament who voted egainst Col,
O’Brien’s resolutions in the House of
Commons ? What else but a threat of
spiritual pensltics is it when the ex.
Bishop, every week, and the Ministerial
Associations whenever they meet, inform
the Protestent public that it is their duty
before God under penalty of ein {0 pre.
vent any recognition of the Jesuit QOrder
as a legal body in Cenadal If such be
the duty of Piotestents it is their duty
under pain of “eternal perdition,” and
waen Protestants are told that such are
their obligations before (iad, it is cer-
tainly iroplied that they are bound to
folfil them under this penalty,

We have said that the ministers are
guilty of intimidating their flocks, There
are undoubtedly some members of their
flocks who sre thus easily intimidated,
but the Wesiport meetiag is a proof of
what we were fully convinced of before,
that the ministerial threats are of litle
weight with the Protestant commuuity
generally, It is an evidence that the
Mathodists will not act upon the ex.
Bishop's frantic appesls to “Sweep the
Board;” and the cheers with which the
Premier's remarks were received should
be a lesson to these meddiing parsons to
confine themselves in future to their own
business,

8ir John Macdonald spoke first of the
pleasure it aflorded him to wilness the
growth of religion in Cenada, and partic.
ularly in the neighborhosd where he
spoke, during years pssi, and he re.
marked that, spite of the inclement
weather, he was pleased to ree go lerge
an assembly, A voice interposed : “We
want to meet John A" (Cheers and
Iaughter.)

Sir John continned ; % Well, I am glad
to know that the fact of my being one of
the crowd st this picnic has not kept
many away,” (Renewed laughter )

Tais must be exiremely galling to the
fanatice who through their orgsns recom.
mended ail true Protestants to absent
themselves from the Industrial Exhibi.
tion and other gatherings where either
the Governor.General or Sir John Mac:
donald might bs officially pregent,

Sir John told the assembled multitude
that Canada has before it s grand future,
provided that the people “be only true
to themselves and true to their poster
ity.”

This remark gave a suitable introduc
tion to the consideration of the apitation
which has been raised, especially in
Ontario, on the eubject of the Jesuits’
Estates Act, This, he remarked, cannot
be called a party question, theugh it is
political, for Reformers and Conserva.
tives in Parliament joined in voting that
the Government were rigat in not dis.
allowiog that Act of the Quebec Legisla.
ture, Ha repudisted the idea that the
Parliamentary msj oarity,composed of hoth
parties in the House, were moved by a
fear of offending the French.Canadiang
or of angering the Romaa Catholic popu.
lation of the Dominion, e repudiated
it indignaatly on behalf of bis political
opponents as well as hig suy;pungrg_
Men might differ as to the expoadiency of
the passags of the Act, but such men ag
Mz, Blake and Mr, Mackenzis couid nog
have been actuated by any other motive
in supporting tbe Governwmeyt than the
pairioiic desire to do their duty,

it has boen ssserted by some journals
that Sir John stated that had he been in
the Quebec Legislature he would have
voted againet the measure, From the
only fuli report of his speech which has
been published it does not appear that
he said anythivg of the kind ; that is tLe
report of the Empire, We need not give

oredit 9 tae stalewent of an unecrapu.

lous journal which gave only a few lines
to the report of g0 able a defence of the
policy of the Guv:rnwment ; we therefore
assume the report of the Ewpire to be
correct,

3ir Jobn vindicated the course of the
Government and of His Excelloncy the
Governor-General in paying no atien.
tion to the petitions for dieallowance by
stating that an adverse vote in Parlia.
ment would have been a vote of nop-
confidencs, 1fit had been paesed he
would have resigued his commission, and
bave called upon His Excelleney to
appoint his successors ; but as the case
#tood both parties united in endorsing
the action of the Government, Both
parties united in ssying the Giovernment
were right, He made a pathetie allu-
sion to the action of Hon, Altx Mac.
kenzie, “that old Reformer belonging to
one of the strictest sects inProtestauticm,
the Baptist denomination,” and he askea
“'was he truckling to French.Canadians
or to Roman Catholice, or was be locking
for cflice? No, He has retired from
office forever, During the laat session
and the session before, out of regard
for the state of his health he never came
to the House of Commons sfter six
o’clock in the evening, but, so anxious
was he to show his reepect for the con.
stitution, so desircus wss he to prevent a
quarrel which might csuse most dis.
astrous reswlts, and possibly eud in
bloodshed between the two races that
be, an old map, a confirmed invalid,
trembling in every joint, left his warm
bed, and, at two o'clock in the wmorning,
cawe to the House of Commons to regis.
ter his vole in favor of the conslitution
which he had helped to formulate,”

Tuis was greeted with lovd cheers, and
Sir John added that the Parliament of
Canada bad nothing to do with tie pas.
rage of the Act, It was sn act of the
Provicee o) 1e bee which the Pievince
bed a perfect right to pass if it pleased,
“We bad nothing to do with the wisdom
or unwisdom of the law, The only
question for us was whether the Le gisla.
ture of Quebec were seting witbin their
powars—powers given to them by the
Parliament of Great Britsia whs'u it
g6ve us (ke conetitution of 1567.7

He added that if he had advised His
Excellency the G wvernor- General to
disallow the Act he would bhave degrad.
ed himself as a man, he’ would have
been unfaithiul 1o his cffice a8 a4 conafi.
tutionalist, and would have been guilty
of a moral perjury,

Instead of siating, as has been aeserted
by the Mail, €to, that he would have
voted sgainet the Act, bis etatement wag
“I might or | might not have voted
agaiost the bill If I had been g member
of the Quebee Legislature, but neither
my colleaguas nor [ had a right to say
to them : ‘you have no right to legislate
for yourselves, You must let us legis-
late for you.’”

He told his sudience that the Act is
uot going to hurt them, They will
enjoy their rights  all  the seme,
whether the Jesuits get their money
or not., “Can &0y mwan, woman or
child in this meeting or in thig
Province be hurt if o grant of that kind
by made either to Jesuits, Jaws,
Mahometans or Mormons ?” He ex-
plaived that if the sum allotted to the
Jesvits be spent by tiem at onee, there
iz au end of the ihjury ; but if they in-
vest it at interest, “well the terest on
$160,000 amounts to just about the salary
you pey me for my invslaable services :
(great laughter and cheers,) Nothing
more than that, and this enormous sum
of money is the cause of this panie, of
this excitemeat and agitation, It would
be almost ludicrous if it were not dan-
gerous,”

He told his audience to remember
tuat the French Canadians are British
subjects like themselves, and are proud
of it. “Taey are as £00d subjects of the
Queen as we are; they possess the same
rights a3 we do ;and if the Act had been
disallowed tuey would haye deeply re.
sonted the interfarence, Taey would
eay, and rightly : ‘Thig property belongs
to us, and we choose to devote it in the
manner we have doge,’ They would fes|
that they bad been irampled upon, and
taat the powers Riven by the Parliament
of England had been disregarded from
the vague fear that something undefined
?voul.l in soma unexplained manner in-
jure the Dominion by the &ppropiiation
of this smell sum,”
The Premier’s speech bss within it
the ring of true Patriotism and states.
manekip, It was an effort in presence
of an intensely Protestant audience to
cultivate peaco and £ood.will between
Catholies and I’rotesmn!s, and it is on
the continuance of thig 200d.will that
the very existencs of Canadian unity
depends, If Oatarionians will persist in
trampling upon thg rights and liberties
of the people of Quebee, and if the
people of Quebec put ng confidence in
tae good.-will of those of Oatario, if
mutuzl distrust continue to exist he.
tween the races ang cieeds which come
pose the Damtnion, it is of no uso to at-
tempt to preserve the union, Uaicn

under such conditions jg not worth
pressrving,

We hail Siy John Macd oald’s
spexch as a pople contribation
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towards the preservation of Conf: dera-
tion on & fim and
It slands in praiseworthy contrast to
the rpeeches which such politicel
firebrand  1yros  in siatesmanship
ag Dalton MeCarthy end Dr, Davi 'son
medo in Montresl svd Toronts, with
the ohject in view of creativg discord
ard dissension between seetions of the
Ppopulation which'ought to lay aside such
eentiments 80 as to promcte the pros.
perity of the country,

The cordial reception given to Sir John
is truly an omen of a better future than
the egitation and excitement of ibe last
few monthe wes calculated to permit us
to kope for. Let us entertain the hope
that the efforts of such men as Sir John
on ope tide and of Mr. Laurier ard Mr,
Mill# on the other may bear such good
fruit that the Dominion may paes salely
tbrough the eevere tempest which we
thirk bas sbout exhausted itsell, but
which, while it has lasted, has threatened
to eogulf Canada in a denger greater
than has ever before threatened it,

insting  basis,

THE TWO SCHOOL SYSTEMS.

The Kirgeton News of the 14.h inst,
wekes the following sssertion :

“In every clty cr town where the two
systems co-exlet the great superfority of
the public echools over the tepsrate sehoojs
fe apparent, In srithmetic, bistory, geo
graphy, geometry snd the rest of the
eubjects of an ordinary Eoglish edueation
the ypublic school pupil 18 usually head
end shoulders over his competitor of the
eeparate echool.  Thisis not the expression
of a mere theory, but the vesult of the
observations of several gentlemen who
have at various times had to select office
boys out of a number ¢f boys from both
&chools whe bad submitted their quslifi
cations ”

The wrlter of the above goes on to eay
that in 8 mejority of cases the public
eckool boys were skilful permen, good
epellere, fluent readers, good aritbmetl
clans, while the eeparate echool puplle
““were poer in all these.”

Wo tully edmit the d'fficalty of ohtein
Ing complete end eatlefictory etetistics
vhereby the qoalifications of pupils of
separete and public echools can becom
pared, but the pretended statistics ¢ f the
Kiogeton News are sbiurd on thelr very
face, It esserts that the superiority of
public schools is not & mere theory, but is
“the result of the observations of scveral
gentlemen” who have compared the
qual fications of boys who have made
application for the exalted position of
an office boy,

Would it not have been more eatisfac.
tory if the News editor had named the
time when and the place where these
‘geveral gentlemen” made their com.
paricon of the attainments of pupils from
both clasees of schools 7 The use of the
word “several” does not mmply a very
¢ mplete comparison ; for surely two or
three or four merchants, examiniog a
faw applicants for the position of &n
oflice boy, in one city or town, could
soercely afford a besis for judgment on
tae comparative status of the public and
sepaiate schools of the Provines, and it
is very poesible that the mercantile
genilemen in question were unfitted
either by their prejudices cr education
to make a fair comparison, Weare very
sure that a feir comparison has not been
mide, and if the News will condeccend
to give the so.culled “statistics” of
which he spesks so confidently, we think
they will turn out to be farcical and
ridiculous, Possibly the News editor
has received his information from onse or
two Kingston merchants, Lot us know
who toey are, and how many applicants
cixme from each echool, aud whether
some of the best pupils of the public
8 *hools were not compared with some of
tae most backward of the separate
s3kools, If this be the case, it is eusy
for any one to see that as a test of the
comparative standing of the echools the
examination was absolutely worthless,

Ii the worthless exawmination referred
to occurred In iKingston, its worthlessness
1s the more apparent, as our information
on the condition of the separate schools
of Kingston leads to the conclueion that
thoy are in the highest degree efficlent,
aad we belleve that the teachers would be
ouly glad to subject thelr puplis to any
falr competition againat the puplic schools
of the city. Circumstances have not
hitherto brought about such an opportun.
ity of comparison, but it might be
arcanged If the two School Boards would
agree to detalls; and though the victory
might be with one set of scheols rather than
the other, our opinlon is that the winners
would not have a great deal to boast of ;
acd certainly the result would wuot be
what the Kirgston News pretends, Let
it bs remembered, If euch a contest should
take place, that a falr test requires that
the difference In numbers between the
two populations must be taken into
account, and likewlse the fact that the
separate school boundarler take in part of
the rural population In the neighhorhood
of Klngston, which the public school
bourdaries do not,

Tre trath ls, a8 we explalned two weeks
agn in our colamns, that the statisiics
furnlshed by the Miulster of Elacation
point to the superiority, not to the In.
ferionity, of tie Citholic separate sshools
of the Province, At the separate schools
the average attendanco is botter than at
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