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had struck it fairly rich
1, below Discovery, in Anvil
With nodesire forthe society
men, he had at the
mining season built himself a cabin
from the main camp under a
bluff overhanging the gulch, and
there he began to live out alone the
long, dreary months of an Alaskan
winter. He rarely came to Nome,
and then only to renew his supply of
canned food and tobacco.
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Swamberg was a bitof a bigot, a fact
that did not make him popular with
the other Without caring a
fig for any form of religion, he had
brought to Alaska his antipathy to
Catholics, an aftermath of his
activities in some A. P. A, movement
or other in California. He revealed
the yellow streak the day he refused
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Father Dalton’s famished team while
the
blizzard in

haf

urs,

miners.

missionary
Anvil
no

he

was caught

Gulch.

n

dose
And
venting his spleen
 (
you Catholic
here; 1 hear
nuns. to dis
the latest

grub for
growled.

togs
then,
16 occasion for
was favorable, he continued
not enough haf
priests oop
that

camp, too.

IS8
to
prowling
haf brought

Dot sure

you
iss
news.'

That was,
news. A

in fact the very latest
band of heroi¢ Sisters had
arrived to open a miners’ hospital in
Nome. It was welcome news to
thousands of poor men of all creeds
and to those who had so often need of
the Sisters’ services, but it was news
that Carl Swamberg received with
muttered curses.

“Vhat haf dose
country vor ?’

vomen ceom to dis
he asked Jim Keliner,
who had built his cabin under the
same bluff in Anvil Gulch and had
become the Swede's neighbor for the
winter.

' What have they come here for !
exclaimed Keliher. The Irish
miner taken gurprise less at
the foolish question than at the tone
with which it asked. Suddenly
gaging the mental twist in the man
standing before him, he blurted out
in a burst of indignation. "They
have come to this country to care for
blithering idiots like you, to be sure!
Those  Sisthexs would thry to cure
even you if they found ye half frozen
on the thrail, ye pie-faced Scandin-
avian freak !”

The Swede was about to add to his
remarks when the Irishman, now
thoroughly aroused, stopped him.

“If ye saye another word agin’
those,”” hecontinued, menacingly, "“I'll
be afther seein’ that you'll be the
first to go to the Sisthers for repairs,
D'ye understand me ?"

“They'll get noddings from me vor
their hospeetal, anyhow,” added
Swamberg, bitterly.

“Wa t till they ask ye, ye yellah-
haired limb of a kangaroo.”
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glowed and scintillated like a
vast field of diamonds, and then went
out. Nature wrought havoc with the
snow while the sun shone, but the
cold nights froze the surface hard
again, and the miners, profiting by
the season of strong snow
hitched up their dog-teams and
carried provisions to their claims for
miles around the camp, in prepara
tion for the approaching
work.

No one was busier than Swamberg.
His claim lay in the gulch j
beyond the Sinook range, and
had encouraging
during the previous season that he
intended in turn
over more pay dirt than ever. He
had made journeys to
No. 1 below Discovery, but as
happened too often to others in
Northwestern Alaska, the glare of the
brilliant March sun proved too much
for his Snow-blindness, the
bane of the miners in the springtime
on the Bering coast, came upon him
| in its most intense form and left
| him helpless one day with his team
| midway between Nome and Sinook.
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| obstruction probably saved his life,
it did not prevent him from rolling
to the bottom of the ravine, where
he lay unconscious and bleeding pro
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The climax in the Swede's mental
evolution arrived the afternoon that
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went on ap.ce. The Swede
ued to improve ; he was in a
condition to leave the hospital, and
in the early days of May, when the
sun was pouring down its rays and
torrents of melted
Bering Sea, the big miner
returned to his cabin, under the
bluff in Anvil Gulch, to learn that
during his absence Jim Keliher, his
Irish neighbor, had kept a watchful
eye on his property, and had even fed
daily, leaving them in the
condition. This kindness
and evidence of human brotherhood
is common in Alaska, but the prac
tical illustration inhis own case over

the poor Swede. He had
returned to his cabin and
learned how things stood when he
called on Keliher.

‘1 haf to thank you vor yhat you
haf done for my togs during my stay
at the hospeetal.”

“ That's nothin’, me buck !" replied
the Irish miner,holding out his hand.
“I'm glad to see you well again.”

“Yes, I am vell again, and
to speak to you aboud
Seesters, and ezpecially about
Seester Rosalie, in the hospeetal.”

The mention of the Sisters by the
Swede suddenly roused the anger of
Keliher, who not yet aware of
Swamberg's change of heart.
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The Swede had learned his lesson. |
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THREE INDIAN TALES. Namameha and
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Spillmann, S.J Translated by Mary
Richards Gray.
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Richards Gray
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