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lla, where, in 1844, over ten thousand
signed the total abstinence plodgon
becomiag members of the Father Mat-
thew societies.”

THE OLD STORY

Rev. Dr. Dey, Moderator, presented
his report on French Evangelization in
Quebec at a synod meeting held in
London on the lst of May. It has
always been a mystery to us that the
ordinary business man, accustomed to
turn over and examine every phase of a
trade transaction, will continue to
recognize and support this palpable
humbug. It is not pleasant to impute
unworthy motives to anyone, but in
this oase we are forced to the conclusion
that those engaged in the work of
proselytizing the French Canadians
play on the bigotry of Oatario Protest-
snts that contributions for the work in
hand may continue to flow.

Here i a sample of Mr. Dey’s mis-
leading presentation of school conditions
in Qaebec:

“The national or public schools of
Quebec were in reality Roman Oatholic
Sunday schools, operating five days in
the week. Religious instrmotion was
given ia tne Roman Catholic faith, and
th ds of Protestants in Eastern

Quebec were forced to send their
children to Roman Catholic schools.”

We do not koow if the schools in
Quebee are called National or Publie
schools. It matters not, however. No
effort has ever been made to conceal
the fact that they are Catholie schools
—Qatholic every day in the week and
throughout the school year—schools in
which the Catholic faith is taught the
pupils. Protestauts have the privilege
of establishing their own schools, and
they also may elect to make them Pro
testant or Godless. Catholics never
force Protestants to go to Catholio
schools. In cases where there may be
two or three Protestant families in a
school distriet would Mr. Dey expect
that Cstholics should eliminate all
religious teaching from their schools to
accommodate half a dozen Protestant
children? In the province of Ontario
Protestants are by law permitted to
establish Protestant Separate schools
and some such schoole we believe exist.
Would the trustees of such schools
eliminate all Protestant teaching there-
from so that a few Catholic children
might be able to attend ?

“The Roman Catholic Church,” said
Mr. Dey, “claimed rights and privileges
a8 a resul’ of the Treaty of Paris which
had been really derived from a series of
enactments. These rights ought to be
and could be cancelled.” This is not an
honorable role for a minister of the
Gospel to take, So that he might grati-
fy a feeling of bigotry and narrowness
snd deal & blow at the Catholic Church
he would become & treaty-breaker. Let
it he understood once for all that what-
ever rights the Catholics of Quebec en-
joy under the Treaty of Paris inflict no
disabilities whatever upon the Protest-
snts of that Province. “The law of
Quebec,” contiuues this gentleman, “re-
quires that municipal parishes should
coincide with ecclesiastical parishes.”
In the name of common sense, in what
way does this entail any hardship upon
Protestants ? Would Mr. Dey have the
Protestants of Oatario believe that
these parishes are gerrymandered solely
for the purpose of inflicting injustice
upon those nos of the Catholic faith.
Bat here is a terrible indictment. Says
Mr. Dey : “Protestants buying prop-
erty from Roman Catholics are also
obliged to pay entailed taxes to the
Church of Rome because the Church
could levy taxes extended over a num-
ber of years.” When a Protestant in
Quaebeec is buying land from his
Catholic neighbor he knows the condi-
tions, He is not forced to buy. As
well might he deem it an injustice when
buying farm property in Oatario to
assume respoasibility for a mortgage
which may b2 registered against it.
It is unfortunate that at the church
meetings of nearly all our Protestant
brethren language is made uso of which
tends to promote  irritation between
neighbor and neighbor. It looks as if
Mr. Dey belonged to this class. We
hope tae time will come when the laity,
who are after all the supreme power,
will put a term to the mischief-making
utterances of bigoted preachers.

PROMOTERS OF BIGOTRY

We fear we will have to place in this
class Mr. Hugh A. Ellis, of 38 Hambly
Ave., Toronto. He writes to the Tor-
onto Globe drawing attention to the
arrest and fine of some members of the
Silvation Aramy in the Catholic eity of
Quebec, He should not get nervous
over a small happening of this sort and
fly to the press with a little letter which
may have the effect of building up in
the non-Catholic mind unfriendly feel-
ings toward the people of a sister prov-
ince. Such action is uncalled for,
Nearly all our Canadian municipalities
have by-laws regulating demonstrations
on public thoroughfares. Some of them
come under the head of a nuisance,
others cause the running away of horses,
and others again are conducted by men
who promote unrest in the public mind,
such as sccialists, anarchists, mormons,
ete. We do not wish to say an unkind
word about our fellow-citizens belong-

ing to the Balvation Army. Their
methods are crude and poisy snd some-
times their preachers wmake use of ex-
e i very unbecoming—it may be
through thoughtlessness. We commend
them for the good they are doing but
we are sorry when we see them adopt-
ing methods which do violence to the
proprieties, What wquld be the opin-
jon of Mr. Ellis of Salvation Army
methods were the members to take up a
position near his residence every Sun-
day afrernoon and were their large
drum and brass band to keep him awake
w ile he was seeking a much-needed
siesta after lunch? Such is the case in
this city. There is no shadow of
bigotry about the Quebec incident. If
Mr. Eilis were to write the police court
clerk of London, Ont., an inteunsely
Protestant city, he would find that not
many years ago the authorities there
not-only arrested but committed to gaol
members of the Salvation Army for
doing precisely what they were charged
with in Quebec. Mr. Ellis ends his
letter by asking: * I wonder what cen
be done ?” We wonder also. Mean-
time we take the liberty of suggesting
that Sir James Whitney might be able
to relieve him. It would be an excel-
lent thing were the Premier at pext
session of Parliament to have intro-
duced a measure granting $100,000 more
to his pet university for the purpose of
endowing & Chair from which might be
delivered, for the benefit of many per-
sons in Toronto, lectures on “ How to
Mind One’s Own Business.”

A SHAMEFUL ACT

Scandalous conditions sfill continue
amongst some of our separated brethren
in regard to the marriage ceremony.
The Globe of last Mcnday tells us that
“ after she had been missing from her
home for several days, the parents of a
girl living in the west end of the city,
after making thorough search for her,
discovered that she had been married to
a Toronto Chinaman by a local Presby-
terian minister. It appears that the
marriage was legally contracted, the
girl being of age and both parties con-
senting, but it is said that the parents
sre greatly exercised over the matter,
and will endeavor to have the marriage
snnulled if it can be done. The min-
ister, it is understood, made careful in-
quiry before conducting the ceremony,
and assured himself of the good inten-
tions of the man.”

The rev. gentleman's excuse is worse
than none at all. He had made careful
enquiry, Of whom? Surely his first
thought should be to interview the
parents of the young girl. What would
be his feelings were his own daughter
to procure a license, present herself be-
fore a brother minister, and get married
to a Chinaman or a negro. Would he
consider the excuse made in this case a
valid one? Is it not strange that many,
even amongst the most thoughtful class
of our non-Catholic fellow citizens, have
said so many uncharitable things about
“ the Pope" because he has made an
effort to put an end to jast such scandals
as this. For a Ne Temere decree there
is a erying need amongst sectarians,

Later information contained in the
Toronto Globe of May 8 tells us that
the marriage was performed at night
after 10 o'clock, the legal hour. The
minister, it is said, is prepared to
swear that it was before 10 o'cloek, while
others aver that it was after that hour
when the Chinamen and his would-be
bride left the place where they pro-
cared the license.

DOUBLE DEALING

There is a feature of the Socialistic
discussion well worthy of consideration.
All manner of traps are laid for the un-
wary. Well does the socialist walking
delegate know that so far as religion is
concerued the Catholic Church and that
Church only possesses the power—yea
the divine power—to hold in check and
to bring to confusion the designs of the
madmen—the Get-Something-for-Noth-
ing cult—who would bring us to social
chaos. Knowing this, efforts both in-
sidicus and vile are being constantly
made to bring Catholics into the ranks
of socialism. The Catholic may tell the
socialist that he cannot have any con-
nection with an organization the found-
ers of which have made proclamation of
their hatred of Christianity, their ad-
vocacy of free love and the consequent
destruction of family life. It is here
that the propagandist desires to get in
his fine work of equivocation and eva-
sion. He tells the good Catholic that
he too cannot approve of the programme
laid down by the fathers of socialism,
that they (the founders) merely repre-
gent Scientific Socialism, but that he
advocates General Socialism. A mere
stripling could at once see the hollow-
ness of this contention. Socialiem takes
rank in some sense as an army. The
Scientific Socialists are the commanders-
in-chief, and the General Socialists the
rank and file. Does this silver-tongued
n'er-do-well wish it to be understood
that when the time of trial comes Scien-~
tific Socialism aud General Socialism
will be bodies apart ? He knows in his
heart of hearts, (but he will not say it,
as he wears the livery of hypoerisy)

that the soldiers will obey their com-

manding officers, and that Scientifie
Socialism and Genersl Sociallsm are
one and the same thing. Those bearing
the name are the same brothers in arms
for the same fell purpose—the doing
away of Christian standards of conduot
and brioging to us an era of robbery,
the acquisition of wealth by the walking
delegate which he never earned, and the
promise of a happy bantiag ground to
the workers—a happy hunting ground
where they can live in luxury
and smoke the pipe of peace in
fdleness. Beware of these charlatans,
They offer something beautiful to look
at, but it is dead sea fruit, In its treat-
ment of Soelalism the New York
Freemaa's Journal does not mince mat-
ters. Here is what it says in its issue
of April 20th ;

“ Whatever else the Soclalist is, it is
apparent that he is the enemy of relig-
fon. The Catholic who accepts Social-
ism wust, therefore, be prepared to apos-
tatize from his Church. The whole Cath-
olic press is now engaged in dragging
Socialism out from the shadows in which
it obscured itself for the purpose of
urging its propaganda on unsuspecting
minds. Full fledged Socialism is & veri-
table whirlpool of heresy and infidelity.
The Catholic who entrusts himself to its
mercies must expect to be engulfed.
And we wanv to bear this tribute tc the
Catholic press of the United States,
that it has stood foremost in exposing
Socialism. [c has again vindicated its
necessity and its power.”

GETTING THE LIGHT
Once in awhile we are given pleasure
by noting the disposition on the part of
some of the ministers of the sects to
Jook with kindly eye upon the practices
of the Catholic Church. May we not
suppose that divine grace is falling upon
those who study and take thought of her
claims upon the hearts and consciences
of men. With the narrow-minded, who
have been nurtured in the school of
anti-Catholic prejudice, the very fact
that Catholics are accustomed to vener-
ate the Blessed Mother of God, and ask
her intercession in their behalf, is suffio-
ient to build up in their minds an antip-
athy towards the cne who is declared
full of grace and who brought into the
world the Saviour of mankind. Preach-
ing in the Collegiate Baptist church in
New York, Rev. Oscar Haywood said:
“ Protestant churches may follow with
advantage the attitude of the Catholic
Chureh toward the Blessed Mother, and
added that many Protestant denomin-
ations seem inclined to neglect her.”
Dr. Haywood said * there had been
mischievous reactions in the religious
thought of the world due to the advent
of the Protestant reformation.” * One
of those,” he added, * has resulted in
the creaticn of a prejudice with respect
to the Holy Virgin. Her name is rarely
tant church. We
have dispossessed her of that glory and
honor which is hers by divine right.”
We pray that Rev. Mr. Haywood may
be given still more light and that he
will follow in the footsteps of that long
line of distinguished Protestant minis-
ters who have found peace and holy hope
in the bosom of the Mother Church.

THE REASON

All along we felt convinced that the
course of the leadiag Uaionists in
Ireland was prompted eatirely by sel-
fish motives in the action they had
taken in promoting hostility to Home
Rule. Argument failing, they have
appealed to bigotry, and are making use
of fairy tales to stir up the militant in-
tolerance of their Orange dupes in
Ulster. The following extract from an
editorial in the Toronto Globe cf the
4th May will, in the light of present-
day doings in Orangedom, be found
very interesting:

“The Act of Uaion, as every student
of history is aware, was carried by cor-
ruption and fraud. Thirty two Peer-
ages, twenty-five promotions to higher
rank in the Peerage, and much ready
cash were the awards to Castlereagh's
hirelings at the time of the Union.
What has been the rcoord since then?
From 1885 till 1905, when the Unionists
retired from cffice, the representation
of Ulster Unionists in. Parliament
varied from thirteen to eighteen
members. During that period twenty-
seven Ulster members left the House.
Of these, six only retired without re-
ceiviug awards. As for Sir Edward
Carson and Mr, J. H. Campbell-—the
representatives of Dablin University—
they have received several times their
weight in gold as Solicitor-General for
England and Attorney-General for
Ireland, respectively.”

THE OATISH UNIONISTS

Young Mr. Chamberlain has lately
been making flery speeches in the House
of Commons against the Home Rule
measure. Oone never knows where to
find a Chamberlain. His father, Joseph
Chamberlain, at one period of his life
was as ardent a Home Ruler as John
Redmond. He suddenly became as bit-
ter a Unionist Tory as Carson or Castle-
reagh. His worthy son may some day
make a sharp turn too. But it matters
not. Home Rule will come notwitstand-
ing. Young Mr. Chamberlain predicts
that if the Home Rule Bill is passed and
Ulster resisted, the public opinion of
Eng'and would not tolerate any attempt
to dragoon the North of Ireland. The
majority of the people of England having
declared in favor of Home Rule it is
ridioulous to suppose that they will re-

verse their opinion on the subject when
they are advised thet the members of
the Orange Soolety — which has ever
been a politico-religious conspiracy, at
one time In ite history having made an
effort to put its Grand Master the Duke
of Cumberland on the throne instead of
the great and good Victoria, who died s
few years ago—are militantly opposed to
it, making fiery speeches and playing
rag-time Orange music in the streets of
Beifast. But after all these people are
only the tools of Castlereagh, Carson and
Losdonderry—men who enjoy generous
perquisites because of the present status
of things in Ireland,

THE BLUE LAW PEOPLE

Some time since the Federal Govern-
ment very wisely decided to allow the
canals to remain open on Sundays so
that the enormous accamulation of grain
in the elevators and on the wheat flelds
of the West might be brought to market.
With the proper observance of the Sab-
bath we are heartily in accord, and this
should be carefully guarded in every
Christian country, but there are times
when labor becomes not only & neces-
sity but a duty. Thefollowing despatch
appeared in thedaily papers on the 8th:

8t. Catharines, May 7.—The ministerial association

of St. Catharines and vicinity this morning unanim.
ously adopted the following resolution,

“It having been brought to notice of the associa-
tion that orders have been issued to keep the Well-
and Canal open on the Lord's Day, this association
would respectfully call the attention of the minister
of railways and canals tothe great injustice thereby
done to the men employed on the boatsand on the
canals, inasmuch as they are robbed of their day of
rest and are prevented from attending the tervices
of the chuu‘?l ; we would, therefore, earnestly re-
quest that the order be recalled in the interests of
the men and of a quiet Sunday.”

As to Christian conduct the fol-
lowing words of our Divine Redeemer
Himself will be found in direct contrast
to the resolution of the Ontario Puri-
tans :

And it came to pass when Jesus went
into the house of one of the chief of the
Pharisees, on the Sabbath day, to eat
bread, they watohed Him, and behold
there was a certain man before Him that
had the dropsy, and Jesus answering
spoke to the lawyers and Pharise¢s say-
ing : Ia it iawful to heal cn the Sabbath
day ? But they held their peace. But
He, taking him, healed him and sent
him away ! And answering them He
said : Which of you shall have an ass or
an ox fall into a pit and will not im-
mediately draw him out on the Sabbath
day ? And they couid not snswer Him
to these things. (Luke xiv., 1.6.)

A PECULIAR CEREMONY
In Borneo the bride and bridegroom sit on metal
logs before the priest, who gives them cigars and
betel while he blesses them. He waves above them
two fowls bound together. The bridegroom then
places the betel in the bride's mouth and a cigar be-
tween her lips. They are now married.

The above paragraph appears in the
Woman's Kingdom in the Sydney, N. 8,
Daily Post. We would suggest to the
lady in charge that she be more careful
inmaking use of the word “priest.” No
doubt many of her readers have formed
the conclusion that the marriage cere-
mony above referred to was performed
by a Catholie priest. Such could not be
the case. Kf a priest in Borneo were to
officiate at & marriage ceremony it
would be just the same—he having no
power to change it—as that celebrated
in Sydney, N. 8. There would be no
such fantastic perforraance as that above
referred to. Unlike our Presbytesian
friends, who * perform” a * Catholic
Mass” for Ruthenians, the Catholic
Church never did and never will permit
the end to justify the means.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

The first and second degrees were
conferred on a large class of members of
the Knights of Columbus in this city on
last Friday, to be followed on the follow-
ing Tuesday by the third degree. We
were delighted to welcome to the city
once again Brother E. W. Fitzgerald of
Olean, N, Y., who came to assist in the
conferring of the second degree. This
gentleman is slways most welcome to
Oanada. His work is perfect, for the
reason that he is fully equipped for the
position. A Catholic who knows his
Faith thoroughly—a Catholic who com-
bines Faith and practice in his every
day life and one who is ever ready to
give reason for his belief, is the Catholic
who counts In spreading the Faith, by
holding up to non Catholics the Church
as it really is and dispelling the mists
thrown about it by ignorance and
prejudice. Such a man is Brother K.
W. Fitzgerald, of Olean, N. Y.

DEATH OF A PROMINENT OATH-
OLIO

With unfeigned regret we learned cf
the death of Mr. W. H. Riddell, of Water-
loo, Ont. The publisher of the CATHO-
L1o RECORD enjoyed the privilege of his
acquaintance for many years and because
of hissterling qualities—a citizen above
reproach, a Catholic of the genuine mould
and a friend whose friendship was of the
golden stamp—held him in the very
highest regord. His life was a blame-
less one, and in the life beyond may we
not hope that his reward will be eternal
bliss. Upon the newly-made grave of
the pure soul now gone from us the
writer desires to lay tribute of prayer
to the Most High that such may be the
case. The following press despatch
gives a sketch of Mr. Riddell's life :
e, i e Wasino, Mutuat LG
Assurance Company, occurred this morning at 8:5
oclock from apoplexy. Deceased was in goo
health up to last night at 7 ¢'clock. He started for

Vespers, when suddenly he was stricken with par-
alysis. P

)

The late Mr. Riddell was born in the village of
Sparta, York County, August 18, 1837, He received
his education at Collingwood, Ontario, Collegiate
| , and entered ! hing p at the
In 1865 he ab doned that for the
In 1870 he became editorial writer
ress and in 1876 joint owner and

age of ni
insurance field.
on the Toronto
manager of The Toronto Tribune,

In 1882 he accepted the secretaryship of the Mutual
L ife of Canada, removing from Toronto to Waterloo,
and five years ago was promoted to assistant manager
of the company.

Three years ago he was appointed grand knight of
Berlin Council, 1,548, Knights of Columbus, retain-
ing it for two years. At the time of his death he was
past grand knight.

For a number of years he was president of the
Berlin and Waterloo Hospital, Board of Trade, lib-
rary and park boards and also a member of the Coun-
cil of St. Louis R. C. Church here,

In politics he was a strong Liberal, being on terms
of intimacy with Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

On August 17, 1873, he married Maggie H, Red-
mond, who, with two daughters, “l“llhd,al home ;
Sister Mary Carmel, of the Ursuline Academy,
Chatham ; two brothers, George, of Southamptom,
Ont. ; John, South Dakota, (mg Mrs. Margaret Mc-
Callum, Ottawa, survive him,

—

NOTES AND COMMENTS

Tue REFERENCE last week to the re-
ligions beliefs of Burke snd Gibbon,
two of the greater nemes in English
literature, opens a vein c¢f thought
which may, not ubprofitably, be pur-
sued a little further. It rewmicds us
that in the long role of famous names,
thete two by no means stand slone as
having at one time or another come under
the influence of Catholic beliefs or
ideale. In the case of Gibbon the issue
was not a happy one, since, ou his own
showing, the good seed had fallen upon
stony ground, and hence failed to yield
fruit in season. Toemporal interests, as
he had the honesty, at least, to confess,
proved stronger than spiritual, and the
tie, once broken, he soon drifted to the
furthest limits of unbelief.

Wit BURKE, as has been pointed out,
it was different. A natorally religious
soul, devoted always to the highest
human ideals, be appears to have failed
realization* of Catholic faith only
throogh unheppy early environment. At
least with the evidence available, his lack
of definiteness in belief in his later years
would seem to have followed naturally
upon the atmosphere of carelessness or
indifferentism in which his youth was
passed. As it is, we have to tolace our-
selves with the reflection that though
Burke missed the great happiness, his
influence throughout a public career of
unusual splendour was devoted to the
dissemination of high principles, and
that in the Catholic Church he recog-
nized always the most veuerable, the
most steadfast and the most powerful
exponent of the Christian religion.

Tue RELIGIOUs belief of the Bard of
Avon, which, like other facts of his life,
is shrouded in much mystery, has been
a fruitful subject of discussion in late
years. We have no Intention of opening
the subject afresh hare beyond repeat-
ing the now generally accepted aflirma-
tion, that whatever the religious prac-
tice of Shakespeare’s life, his plays cer-
tainly breathe Catholicism in every line.
That their author had more than a mere
outsider’s knowledge of the Faith, and
of Catholic practice, scarcely needs
affirmation. And that he chose as his
best and most lovable characters, Cath-
olic herces and heroines, is equally be-
yond doubt. While, then, the subject
of his personal attitude to the Church
must, apparently, always remain in the
region of the problematical, we are quite
safe in including Shakespeare among the
celebrated English men of letters who
have been more or less influenced by
Catholic ideals.

ANOTHER DRAMATIST of the Elizabeth-
an age who came into juxtaposition with
the Church was the “Rare Ben Jonson”
of Davenant’s inscription on the West-
minster Abbey monumeat. Like Gibbon,
Jonson had at one time in his life been
a Oatholic, bat whether hereditary or
through conversion we have no au-
thority at hand to decide. Neither is it
certain what led to his falling away,
But that in his early manhood he gave
promise of a devout life is evidenced by
his beautiful poetic tribute to the Virgin
Mother of God, entitled *The Garland.”
This poem was for long unknown to
general readers, having remained inedi-
ted until a few years ago. It is, how-
ever, included in the latest edition of
Jonson's poems, and is a lasting tribute
to his early fervor. “The Garland,”
which is really an epitome of the Litany

of Loreto, breathes throughout a tender |

devotion to the Blessed Mother, and we
are led to marvel that so devout a client
should, in the end, have proven faith-
less. As it is, we can now, unhappily,
but rank Ben Jonson as a melancholy in-
stance of the Might-have-beens.

Of even John Milton, the Arian
aathor of * Paradise Lost,” and the
very incarnation of English Puritanism,
it has been said that he died a Catholic.
The,evidence is somewhat indefinite,
and, on the face of it, the thing seems
rather incredible. Yet it has some
basis to go upon, and was made some-
thing of at the celebration of his tercen-
tenary at OCambridge four years ago.
The evidence, briefly, is this : Sir Chris-
topher Milton, the poet's younger
brother, and a judge in the reign of
Charles II., was undoubtedly a Catholie,
and he is said to have stated at an
assize dinner in the town of Warwiok
that his brother had died a Catholic and
had been one for several years prior to
that time. One of those who heard Sir
Christopher make this statement was
Dr. William Binkes, Dean of Lechfield

and a Fellow of Peterhouse, Cambridge.
Oa Nov, 5, 1704, thirty years after the
poet's death, Dr. Binkes preached before
the House of Commons, at St. Mar-
garet's, Westminster, and in the course

of his sermon repeated whabt he had

heard from S8ir Christopher. This ser-
mon was printed at the regnest of the
House, and the statement about John
Milton's religion was made more defin-
ite by the following footnote: * Judge
Milton, s professed Papist, in his cirenit
at Warwick, affirmed to several gentle-
men and justices that his brother,
Milton, the tamous author, was of his
religion.”

Nor 18 TH1s all. There is, it appears,
a second line of tradition, coming
through Lord Dorset, a patron of learn-
ing snd a friend of Milton’s, who is said
to have told Prior, a contemporary poet,
the same thing. The real facts may
never be known, but while Milton
“ wrote himself blind” in warriog
against the Church, it must at least be
said that his later writings, particularly
the tract “ Of True Religion,” pub-
lished in 1673, is very moderate com-
psred with his earlier works. He could
not have been a Catholic wken he wrote
the tract, but it may be taken to indicate
a changing disposition in regard to the
Church, and is not inconsistent with a
reception more than a year later. The
evidence certainly is fragile and forms
no basis for a conclusion, but the mere
mention of such a possibility in connec-
tion with so rabid a Paritan and so
eminent a8 poet forms an interesting
footnote to the history of literature.
And the undoubted fact that Milton's
brother was a Cathcelie, yet on friendly
terms with the poet, renders the possi-
bility something more than a wild con-
jecture. Dr. Richard Garnett, who has
written a Life of Milton, cites Christo-
pher as * exemplifying the law of rever-
sion.”

OF A CONTEMPORARY and friend of
Pope's, Dr. Samuel Garth, we get a
glimpse in Spence's “Anecdotes.” He
was more celebrated as a friend of liter-
ary men than as, himself, a writer, but
he is not unknown as the author of
“The Dispensary,” a pcem with a pur-
pose, published in 1699, and of the
epilogue to Addison's “Cato.”” Of
Garth, Spence says that in his maturity
“he talked in a less libertine manner
than he had been used to do,” and that
he was accustomed to say that if there
was any such thing as religion 'twas
among the Roman Catholies,” It is not
surprising, therefore, that ‘“he died a
Papist,” and had the consolation of the
Sicraments at the last. Lady Mary
Wortley Montague said of him that “he
was a very worthy man,” and Pope, “the
best good Christian he.”

SourTaweLL AND Crashaw, Pope and
Dryden, scarcely come within the cate-
gory of these remarks. For Southwell,
the sweet poet of the Society of Jesus,
was faithful to the end and testified to
the reality of his faith by the shedding
of his blood at Tyburn, and Crashaw
also lived and died a good Catholie.
Dryden and Pope were of a more world-
ly type—the one a convert, who, though
taunted with - making the change from
worldly motives upon the coming of
James IL. to the throne, proved his in-
ward conviction by his perseverance.
His conversion has been made memor-
able in Foglish literature by the
celebrated poem “The Hind and
the Panther,” wherein the Church
is depicted as the “Milk-white Hind,’
“ gpotless without and all pure within.”
It is worth recalling, too, that of
Dryden’s three sons, one became a
priest and another an officer in the
Pope’s Guards at Rome. Alexander
Pope, on the other hand, was the son of
devout Catholic parents, and while he
lived (after a fashion) and died a Catho-
lic, his faith was not of that robust type
which we love to contemplate.
Blessed Thomas More, ‘‘the wisest and
best,” whether as statesman, sage, man
of letters or martyr, occupies a place by
himself in Eoglish history.

ONE MORE example and we leave the
subject for the present. William
Wycherley was another of that brilliant
band of dramatists that have made the
reign of Charles IIL in that respect
memorable. At the age of fifteen he
was sent to France to complete his edu-
cation and returned “a fine gentleman
and papist ’ Later he became a mem-
ber of Queen's College, Oxford, where,
we are told, “he was reconverted to
Protestantism.” He then turned to
comedy writing and produced four that
were successful. In 1704 he published
“Miscellany Poems,” and in the same
year became acquainted with Pope, who
undertook to supervise his verses. He
married, for the second time, in 17I5,
and eleven days afterwards “died a
Romanist,” so that grace trinmphed in
the end. In this respect he was more
fortunate than Jonson, Gibbon and
others that might be named. fle is
described by Pope as a “very handsome
man” and of brilliant manners.

THE WHOLE subject above touched
upon forms an interesting chapter in
English literature and especially so to

those of the household of the Faith, A
whole book might, indeed, be written
upon it. A host of celebrated names of
those men of letters, who were either
born Catholics or became so by conver-
sion, and who lived and died faithful to
their trust, passes in review., And
there Is that farther retinue, who, not
Catholie by profession, but greatly in-
fluenced by Catholic teaching (such as
Dr, S8amuel Johnson) who should be in-
tereseing to Catholic readers. We have
but touched upon the fringe of the
subject, and may have oceasion to refer
to it again.

RELIGIOUS DISUNION

Some time ago President Emeritus
Eiliot of Harvard University cutlined
the religion of the futwie. He pro-
ceeded on the principle that the relig-
fous life of men is all & question of
evolution. In otker worke, no absolute
truths have been revesled to him by the
Author and Source of all trutb., Ae-
cording to this theory mankivd is grop-
ing through the ages painfully seeking
sfter light. The late head of Harvard
University proffered his glimmering
taper to guide the feet ¢f those who
have turned their backs upon the re-
vealed truths of OChristienity. We
know nct whether Dr. Elliot’s outlining
of the religion of the future had any-
tking to do with svggestivg o the
editor of The Chiistian Advocate the
thought of calling the long roll of ex-
isting man-made religions for the pur-
pose of showing that there is no need of
lengthening it out. “Why should sny
one,” acks the editor of The Christian
Advocate, “wish to find or found an-
other religion 2"

He then proceeds to enumerate the
tenets of the different sects into which
Protestantism is split up, He argues
that all sorts of persons iu every stage
of intellectual development will fiud in
the doctrines temporarily championed
by the sects, somethiog to suit them.
Weadvisedly use the words “temporari-
ly championed,” because there is no
telling what a day may bring forth in
the Protestant churches in consequence
of the so-called higher criticism which
is at work removing the ancient Protest-
ant landmarks. But even if those land-
marks remain undisturbed, there is sn
ample doctrinal variety to choose from.
The Christian Advocate calling atten-
tion to it points out that if there are
straight-laced Calvinists of the old
school, they will find branches of Pres-
bysterianism that still adbere to the
grim teachicgs of Calvin. We are told
that there are “several divisions of
Presbyterianism.” You can choote be-
tween them, aud still remain a Preshy-
terian. What is #aid of the latter sect
is true also of Congregationalism. The
Christian Advocate informs us that the
churches in these two Proiestant bedies
“differ greatly from one ancther in their
doctrinal belief and general spirit.”

But if there is nothing in Presbyter-
ianism or Congregationalism that ap-
peals to you, why then you can try
Methodism, which is divided and sub-
divided in a manner that opens up all
sorts of vistas. We quote from the
article we are dealing with: “If you
wish zeal, there are still Methodist
churches to be found that will meet your
desires. If you would prefer a church
of that order which cannot be identificd
as a church except by the hymnal, it
can be found. The Methodist churches
are very numerous, and they vary in
spirit more than they did fcrmerly.
You can find the calmest and the most
unemotional church, it you wish it, in
all cities; aud others whose character-
istics resemble those of a century ago.”

If there is nothing in Presbyterianism
or in Congregationalism, or in Method-
ism that appeals to you, the Universal-
ists and the Unitarians are prepared to
extend to you the hand of fellowship.
If you don't wish to grasp it, you can
turn to the Society of Friends, “who
sing no hymns, administer no sacraments
and preach not till the spirit moves
them.” Finally, if you cannot find any-
thing in these seots that will satisfy
your religicus yearnings, you can lock
over the liet of the eighty different
religions and forms of religions
existing in this country, which
you will find embodied in the religious
census of the Uunited States. We be-
lieve Dr. Elliott’s religion of the future
is aot in the list, but surely the eighty
religions of which it is composed will
fornish ecough of material for a choice.

There is one passage in The Christian
Advocate we must not pass over in
silence. It contains an erroneous view
that is prevalent among Protestants.
Here it is: “If you perfer the Roman
Oatholic Church it is almost everywhere.
If -you do not wish to be under its iron
control, but differ from it only in a few
points, the extreme High Church Pro-
testant Episbopsalians can be found in
every large city,” The underlying
thought here is that a Protestant seet
whioch copies the forms of Cath-
olic worship, as the Ritual-
ists do, thereby becomes more
Qatholic than the other sects. That
is not thecase. The externals of Catho-
lic worship may be reproduced in a
Protestant church and the members of
that church remain as Protestant as
those who denounce them for being
traitors to Protestantism. So lopg as
Ritualists are not in communion with the
Holy See they are Protestant, no matter
what name they may wish to be known
by. The eighty religions listed in the
religious ceusus of the United States
bear testimony to the effects of the ab-
sence of that eommunion. They are
the outcome of man’'s efforts to improve
upon Christ's commission to the
Apostles.

The Christian Advocates article,
without Its writer intending it, is an
arraignment of the underlying doctrine
of Protestantism which has destroyed
the unity of Christendom, and which
has been the fraitfal source of the disor-
ganizaticn typified sects recorded in
the United States census.—N. Y. Free-
man's Journal,

S ——

The world deals good-naturedly with
good-natured people, and I never knew
a sulky misanthropist who gquarreled
with it, but it was he, and not it, that
was in the wrong.—Thackeray.




