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WS TRUTH ABOUT THE CATHO
LIC CHURCH.
S¥ A PROTRETANT THEOLOGIAN,

CLIX,

We have seen how far it s from
true, as President Eliot declares in the
Independent, that down to the time of
the French Revolution, the uniform
teaching of the Catholic Church was
that the Divine sanction of civil gov-
ernment always comes through the
Church. We see that even Boniface
VIII. expressly declares, in his eup-
plementary declaration to the Unam
Sanctam, that he has never denied that
the State has a distinct mandate from
God. In the later teaching, a8 ex-
emplified by the De Romano Pontifice,
there is not even & shadow of the
theory which President Eliot attributes
to the whole Catholic Church.

How 18 it as to the second part of
the doctrine which the President of
Harvard attributes to Rome, namely,
that God's sanction tocivil government
always comes first to the rulers, who
are thus His immediate delegates, and
in no sense the delegates of the com-
munity ? It 1s certain that this was
not the wniform teaching of Catholic
divines before 1759, and from the tes:
timony of Las Casas, it does not ap-
pear to have been in the Middle Ages
the prevailing teaching. The Bishop
of Chiaps, in his letter to Philip IL
though Philip's confessor Carranza,
reminds the King that, not indeed any
article of faith, but the consent of Cath-
olic theology, (he does not mention the
magisterium in {ts formal acts) allows
that a nation (of course on solid
grounds) has always the right to
change its form of government from
monarchical to republican, or from
republican to monarchical. or, for
obstinate misgovernment, to dethrone
aking, or a line of kinge. He does
not even mention the explicit sanction
of the Church as necessary to such &
change. He quotes to the king, asa
part of the Canon Law, the dictum :
* The true Rex is Lex,” which is
plainly inconsistent with the teaching
that the will of the prince or magis-
trate makes the law.

Ranke remarks that after the great
shocks of the Reformation the Papacy
found its most steadfast support in
those monarchs who still remained
Catholic. It was natural, therefors,
that Catholic teaching chould lay
great stress on regal right, not as
against republican right (for no gov-
ernments were dearer to Rome than
those of the Catholic democcracies of
Switzerland) but as against anarchy.
Nevertheless, the Jesuit Mariana, tutor
to the crown-prince of Spain, in-
structed his royal pupll, exactly in
line with the Dominican Las Casas be-
fore him, that while the rights of the
king are to be reverently regarded, it
is the rights of the people that are
fundamental. Even Professor John
Huber, much as he hates the Jesults,
yet, while deploring Mariana's condl-
tional advocacy of regicide (in which
Mariana agrees with Melancthon and
other leading Protestants), neverthe-
less extols him as & bold and generous
champion of popular right. You can
not possibly reconctle these facts with
President Eliot's statement.

I find in my note-book this entry,
made several years ago: ‘' Varlous
Catholic publists maintain that in a
perfect state the Divine sanction is
given to the government through the
community.” Now if it ls true, as
President Ellot maintains, that the
opposite theory to this was uniformly
tanght in the Catholic Church until
the French Revolution had had time
to work out republicanizing effects, it
follows of course that these publicists
whom Canon Bartolo mentions, and
the Popes who have expressed their
approbation of their opinion, have all
belonged to the nineteenth century.
Above all must this theory have been
ungrateful to Pilus VI, who fell a
victim to his collision with the French
Ravolution, and died a prisoner in
France. Yet I find that this theory,
as set forth by Spedalleri, was ex-
pressly approved by Plus VI. This
Pope, we gee, then, did not have to
walt for the Mountain, or the Gironde,
or the Directory, or that illustrious
republican Napoleon Bonaparte, to
educate him into the perception that
Spedalieri’s theory 1s a very good one,
which may be held and taught by &
Catholic divine with a safe conscience.
Whether Ptus V1. himself heid this
theory or the opposite one does not ap-
pear, but a8 we 8ee, he views either
theory as perfectly admigsible in the
Church,

Will it be said that the democratiz
ing inflaences of French Liberalism
had been working long before the out-
break of the Revolution, and so had
gwopt Spedalieri and Plus VI, on the
current in spite of themselves? Cer-
tainly this can not be sald of Paul V.,
who dled in 1605, one hundred and
eighty-eleht years before the murder
of Louis XVI. This Pope is meutioned
by Bartolo as having given his appro-
bation to the democratic, as opposed to
the aristoeratic, theory of the rights
and sanctions of rulers. And whose
exposition of this democratic theory 18
it which Paul V. epproves ? That of
no less & man than Snarez, whose doc-
trinel system, says Mivart, may be
viewed as chiefly influential in the
Catholic Church since Luther's tima.
This great Spanish Jesuit long ante-
dates the earliest possible influences of
French Liberalism, even if we choose
to take Fenelon as marking their
dawn. Yet Suarez opposes the theory
which Eliot describes as being long
after his time the only theory of
government known to Catholic theo-
logy, and Pope Paul V. declares that he
does well.

It is only & corollary of this that Plus
iX., who is commonly viewed as the
wery soul of despotic reaction, approves

the theory of Spedalieri and Suares,
and Las Casas, and the Canon Law,
by approving it as set forth by
Ramieri.

Bome time .ﬁwdem Eliot stated
that the Ratlo fornm has been in
use by the Jesuits four hundred years,
whereas the Society itself 18 only three
bundred and sixty-one years old, and
that it had made only some slight con-
cessions to science and other realis,
whereas, as Father Brosnahan shows,
it has made later concessions to them to
the amount_of 46 per cent. So now
agaln, in & vastly more important
matter, he makes a double statement,
one part of which is point blank op-
to historic fact, and the other
partis & prodigious misstatement and
mistake.

Why does President Eliot do these
things ? Simply because it is our
Protestant way. We adopt Dogberry
with a variation, and believe that to
be a well favored man i8 the gift of
fortune, but that to understand Roman
Catholiclsm comes by nature. Yet
Doctor Eliot ehould remember that the
Pope does not claim infallibility in the
knowledge of particular facts, and that
it is seriously questionable whether
this high prerogative appertains even
to the presidency of Harvard Univers-
ity, sithough there is no Walversity
and no President for whom 1 havesa
gincerer respect. This obstinate
negligence iu this direction is slowly
dying out among us. 1 hope we ghall
make haste with the cure, or there is
really danger that someé fine day a
coroner’s jury may be called tosit on
Protestantism, and may return the ver-
dict: * Died of incurable gelf-con-
fidence and unverified declarations.”
Let us come back now to Professor
Foster and Boniface VIIL, whose
Unam Sanctam Foster, in the extrava-
gance of his Ultramontanism, declares
to be binding on faith without regard
to the question whether it is introduc:
tion or definition, jeering at such
slight and inconsiderable and semi-
heretical authorities a8 Bellarmine,
Perrone, Fessler, the late Pope, the
Catholic University of America, and
Catholic divines generally.

It Foster had simply eald that Boni-
face VIII., giving his pastoral, but not
cathedratic,and therefore not infallible,
judgment, had expressed his belief that
no one will be saved out of the visible
communion of Rome, this opinion of
his meaning might conceivably be
just. The' distinction between the
soul and the body of the Church may
not have been much in use in 1300, for
even now, although & universal as-
sumption of theology, I do not under-
stand it to be a formal definition.
However, I think it very doubtful,
setting aside all questions of offislal
actlon, whether Boniface, as a private
doctor, held such an opinion. AS &
doctor his opinion would not be especl-
ally significant, for, as Catholic writers
have remarked, he was much more &
canonist than a theologian. Yet it

can not be without interest to examine
the probable opinions of an able man,
who was also a great, although most
unfortunate, Pope. We will therefore
do 8o next week.

I may remark that I do not hold the
Introduction of Boniface, any more
than the Allocution of Pius, to be ex
cathedra, although Dz, Foster believes
that they both are, involving some
very curious implications.

CuArLES C. STARBUCK

Andover, Mass.

IMITATION OF CHRIST.

Of the Want of All Oomfort.

For whether I have with me good
men or devout brethren or faithful
friends or holy books or fine treatises
or sweet singing and hymns, all these
help little and give me but little relish,
when I am forsaken by grace and left
in my own poverty.

At such a time there is mno better
remedy than patience, and leaving
myself to the will of God.

1 never found any one so religlous
and devout, as not to have sometimes a
gubtraction of grace, or feel a diminu-
tion of fervor.

No saint was ever 8o highly rapt and
{lluminated as not to be tempted sooner
or later.

For he is not worthy of the high con-
tempiation of God, who hath not for
(God's sake been exercised with some
tribulation.

For temptation going before is usual-
ly a sign of ensuing consolation.

For heavenly comfort is promised to
guch as have been proved by tempta:
tion.

To him who overcometh, said Oar
Lord, I will {give to eat of the tree of
life. (Apoc. il. 7.)

Now divine consolation is given,
that & man ,be better able to support
adversities.

And temptation follows, that he may
not be proud of good.

The devil never sleeps, nelther 18
the flesh yet dead : therefore thon must
not cease to prepare thyself for battle,
or on the right hand and on the left
are enemies that never rest.

-

Alfred The Grest

Of the many manusoripts brought
together at the Britleh Museum in con-
nection with the milenary of that great
English King, Alfred, none is more
{nteresting than & copy of his ** Life"”
written by his contemporary, Asser,
a monk of St. David’'s, The manu-
seript 1s open &t the page which tells
of the King's devoutness :

‘ He algo heard daily the divine
office of the Mass with certain psalms
and prayers, and celebrated the can-
onical hours by night and day ; and
in the night he was wont to frequent
the churches for prayers gecretly and
without the knowledge of his court.”

We have not a doubt, despite such

Twenticth Sunday After Pentecost.

liquor, tobacco, morph
are healthful, safe, inexpensive home treate
ments, No ‘\
licity ; no loss of time from business, and &
certainty of cure. Consultation or corresponds
ence invited.

plain facts of history as thess, that
there will be found some superservice-
able Protestant sdmirers of Alfred to
assert that he was no * Romanist.”
Anglo-Saxonism and Protestantism
are 80 closely interwoven DOw a-daye
that it would never do to admit that
the '* best of the Anglo Saxons” was &
Catholic.
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Weep ? but tears are weak as foam—
Woe are ye | woe are we !

Thvavy but break upon the shore

Anding between here and home—

Woe are ye | woe are we !
Wailing, never ! nevermore !

Ah ! the dead | they are so lone,
Just a grave, just a stone,

And the memory of 8 moan.

Pray! , pray, for God is sweet—
YGod |

O my W00 Are We
Tears will trickle lato prngu
When we kneel down at His feet—

Woe are we ! woe are we !
With our crosses and our cares,
He will calm the tortured breast,
He will give the troubled rest—
And the dead He watcheth best.

—FATHER ABRAM J, RYAN,

———
FIVE . MINUTES' SERMON.

TELLING LIES.

“ putting away lying, speak ye the truth

every man Wwith his neighbor, for we are
members one with another.”

Do these words of the Apostle, my

dear brethren, awaken your con-
sclences ? Do they give light to your
souls regarding the much too common
offence of lylng ? We trust it may
be 0, for it is really distressing to
observe the prevalent disregard of
truth. Sometimes it would seem as it
the Eighth Commandment had been
entirely forgotten, and that it wasa
matter of indifference whether we
gpoke things true or false, our con-
venience alone gulding us in our
choice.

Surely there must be a sad lack of

appreciation of the virtue of truth
when such a state of neglect of it can
exist. There must be a grave error
somewhere. Truth in iteelf i8 lovely,
and should be cultivated because it
gives a beuuty to the goul which with-
out it it cannot poesess. Purity and
temperance and alms giving are vir-
tues ; and bestow upon those who have
them & pecullar quality. They are
sought after, and great efforts are
made to obtain them and to keep
them. Why? Because they are vir-
tues. What is truth, if it is not &
virtue ? And if it is a virtue, why
not love it and seek after it ? For 1t
18 not only the utterly unscrupulous
man of the world, who has no higher
objsct in life than to serve himself and
promote his real or fancied interests at
whatever cost—it is not only he who
makes light of lying ; but many who
call themseives good living pecple are
frequent offenders in this matter.

Many, indeed, would not tell a

gravely injarious lie, yet they unseem-
ingly have no horror of lies of excuse,
as they say, or untruths concerning
trifilng things. Nor have they any
real sorrow apparently for falsehoods
of this kind, nor a sincere purpose of
amending.

And yet these are sing—venial sins,

it is troe ; still they are sins. They
are displeasing to God, and offences

against His majesty ; and they do no
little harm, moreover, to the soul, de-
priving it of many graces and laying
up = store of material for the fires of
Purgatory.

Bat getting aside the consideration
of the sinfulness of falsehoods in them-
gelves, the dishonesty and the duplic-
ity of which we are of neceseity gulity
when we descend to jthese things des-
troy our self esteem. Soon we cease
to respect ourselves, and progress from
that to a general suspicion of the ver-
acity of our neighbors, until in the
end onr confidence in those about us
is gone and we are in a doubting, un-
eagy, troubled state of mind, fearful
of all, trusting in none.

Thus our untruthfulness dishounors
God, and deprives ourselves of the as-
sistance which we might receive from
our fellows, were we honest men and
women.

Even if we practised this virtue from
purely netural motives our lives
would not be so barren as they are
without it. Oar friends would be
about us, helplng us with their advice,
and we in our turn would eustaln
them in our difficulties, because we
would know them and they us, and
we would have trust in each other
But as it now 1s, how many are there
truthful and honest enough to give
and recelve connsel ? Love the truth,
dear brethren, for the truth chall set
you frec

Be Bwift to Forgive.

Since we are grass and like a brief
day of years at best, what is the use
of 8o much anxious care, of 80 much
fussing and fretting ? What is the
good of hoarding money for other
people to ruin themselves with, when
you are dead ? What is the good of
hating  your neighbor? What
{s the sense of trying to act a part, of
geeming to be other than what we are?
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siA Grain of Wheat and Its Lesson,
o
DORA N, GREEN,
One bright September morn, & far-
mer went out and sowed some wheat; |
gome fell by the wayside and was lost ;

others fell on the rich goll of the field ing |
and took root. Among that which fell | the f
on the good ground was s Little Grain, | phee
gomewhat smaller than the rest, but in | of th
other respects perfect. The little grains : o)
lylng close by, began to make com- | did

ments on the gize of the Little Grain.

It was not permltted long to hear such | Upo!

remarks for 8 gentle wind from Heaven ‘
carried it to & quiet corner of the field,

where it could bring forth frult undis- | {ou
Al

turbed.
Let us watch this little grain as it

first makes it8 appearance from the

warm bosom of Mother Esrth, where it | ricl
has been sheltered from the drifting | wh
gnow aund plercing wind of winter. | fiel

How small and dolicate it looks ms it
Jifte its head to be kissed by the first
rays of the morning sun, and droops
{ts slender form to be bathed at even-
ing in the gentle dew of Heaven. Thus
pegrn the life of the Little Grain when
pature seemed to rejoice at the return
of Spring and all the world seemed |

happy. But will it be all sunshine | BT

shine weather for the Little Grain ?

 Life's loveliest eky hides the thunder
W hose bolts in a moment may fall,

And our path may be flowery, but under
The flowers there are thorns for us all.”

So it was with the Little Grain. Al-

ready you can see the blue sky stresk- | t0
ed with threateniog clouds and you | ¢

can hear the hoarse murmur of the
wind in its rapid couree. The rain
began to pour in torrents and the
winds were let loose; they swayed the
Little Grain to and fro without pity,
t11 it looked like it would break under
the fury of the storm. It is a pitiable
sight to see it in ita present condition;

the mercifal Providence who watchee | f

over all, would not allow theLittle Grain | |
to remain long in its distress. The tem- |
pest departed with the night, and the
pext morning found the Little Grain |
standing with its hesd raised toward
Heaven as if to thank its loving Father
for having supported it in the time of
trouble.

When the sower visited his field he
smiled to see how well the Little Grain
had stood the storm, while others which
he thought to be stronger, were lying
dead upon the field.

1f we were to watch it during the
summer months which follow, we would
see its rapld growth and development.
Behold the Little Grain transformed
and multiplied ! The glender stalk has
become etronger apd has brought forth
pew blades; the little blades in turn,
have grown into other stalks, which
are loaded with grain. Thusit has in-
sreased in strength and sweetness.

A little mald of fourteen sUMMeErs
with dark blue eyes acd golden locks,
came tripping through the field witk
a book in her haud. She, looking
round ard seeing & great BpPreac
oak close to where the Little Grain wa
planted, sat down to read and ea
apples. Thus she read acd deepl:
pondered on the seeds she had sown 1
her life, and wondered if they wou!
bring her as bountiful & harvest as th
little grains before her promised to tk
one that had sown them.

“‘Flo that goeth forth and soweth,
Bearing golden grains of wheat

Shall return again rejoiciog )
Laden with the harvest sweet. %

Ag ghe sat with & far-off look in h
eyes, and listened to the murmurs
the wind as it gently stirred the gold
grain beside her, gleep stole over b
drooping lids, and she found herself
dreamland.

She no longer heard the sweet mu
made by the wind, but instead |
heard the loud clear notes of Gabrl
trumpet calling many Weary child:
home. The Harvest was over and
Master had called to account His e
dren ; to reward the faithful and
punish the wicked. As the long |
cession moved toward the Judgm
seat, she stood apart and watched th
gome came with quickened steps t
first at the Gate, otbers lagged bel
as if in shame and sorrow, they fes
to meet their Maker. Some were 1
ed down with rich harvest; others
but few and scanty grains; and
came ethpty handed. As she wat
them laying golden treasures a
feet, she heard His sweet volce |
“Nobly done, my good and fal
servants, enter intothe joy of the L
Then the golden gates were th
open to receive them. As the
swung on their hinges, she drew
and beheld the Bather, Son and
Ghost in their Divine perfection.
her heart and soul leaped toward ¢
But no! she could not go whe
looked at the empty hands. Ob,

a thought ! Was she about to !
when she was so near ? Oh!
would ghe mot give for only or
ment within those pearly gates
slowly stepped back toa secludec
to weep and lament for her paet
Hark ! She hears her name 8
It was the Master's voice that call
Trembling with fear yet longir
love, she came and knelt at His !
Then she told Him how ehe ha
Him, and had labored hard frot
morn till night to aid her 8¢
brother,

Some seemed fainting unde
heavy crogses ; and to them
given a cup of cold water &
their strength, O:hers, she he
by gentle words and little ¢
kindness, through the thorny
life, Thus the time had passe
ticed, till she was oalled to glv
count of her stewardship ; and

only this Little Grain to offer, ¢
at His Sacred Feet. With teal
face uplifted, she walted to b




