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THE HONOR OF SHAUN MALIA.

Of the terrible periods of stervation
that swept over [reland, beginning in
the year 1845, the famine of '48 wil! be
remembered as the most destructive
and devastating. While the suffering
in the congested districts of the larger
cities was widespread, yet, to counter=
balance thig, there was in these places
an organizasd system of rellef con-
ducted along both public and private
lines. 1t was in the small hamlete and
among the isolated tenant farmers that
the famine wresked the grestest havee
for among those peopls there were 0O
philanthropists to give aid.

The cabin of Sheun Malia was eltu-
ated on & barren tract of land, in the
mountain region, some twenly five
miles northwest of Cork. There he
lived with his wite and child for the
five years that had ensued since the
death of Capt. Sanderson. This death
marked an epoch in Shaun’s hitherto
aneventful life ; for the old captaln
and his ancestors for generations back,
bad been lords of the broad domain
that surrounded Sanderson Manor. A
typical country ‘igquire,” of that
period, the captain was a heavy
drinker, and ardent gportsman, and &
poor business mAan. His estates were
go heavily encumbered at his death
that his son despaired of reclaiming
them, and consequently they passed
{nto other hands.

With the passing of the old family
Shaun lost his position as gardener,
for the manor house was boarded up
after the sale and the Sanderson family
moved away. Manya time atterwards
while tilling the soil of his stony farm
on the mountain gide, he sighed for
the good old days of the easy-golng
captain. It was hard work, the mar
kets were far AWaY, and rent day came
with certainty whether the crop proved
or bad.

It had been a weary enough struggle
since the first famine YC&r to keep
gtarvation away, put now, with the
failure of the potatdp crop through the
blight, the end geemed Vvery Dear.
For awhile they managed to subsist oD
the half-dacayed pIatees that they dug
frora the greund, but Shaun kuew that
thig was airoost as bad as starvation,
and that they must soon be made ill by
the decaying vegetablec.

Even this source of food was nearly
exhausted when \ittle five year-old
Mary fell ill. The first day of her sick
nees Shaun sat by her bedside, motion-
legs, & despairing glare in his eyes,
and his pale, bearded face haggard
with both mental and physical anguish
Meaggie, his wife, wita & wistful gmile
on her wan face, gought to comfort
him, with words of hope asthe night
wore on ; but in the gray hours of
dawn, when she thought that he was
sleeping, ¢he stole eofily out of the
cablu., When he followed her he
found her leaning againgt the window-
ledge, sobbing as if her heart would
break.

« Come, Maggle, machree,” he said ;
«t gure it'll do ye no good to be actin’
this way. I was thinkin’ uv a plan
just whin ye wint out, an’ whin the
daylight comes Il thry it.”

Drying her eyes confused!y, she al-
lowed him to lead her back to the
dwelling, whiie he eagerly unfolded
his plan.

« A good many years ago,” he sald,
« | had & chance to do & favor fur a
great an’ good man—& priest now he

ig, in the city of Cork. At the time he
told me if 1 ever needed a frind to
write to him. Maybe he's forgotten
me, but i'll do no harrum to thry an’
see. S0, whin the daylight breaks,
1'll walk to the village, an'—although
God kKnowe iuih go agsins ma to do it
—T'il beg the price uv the paper an’
postege, an’' write to him.”

“Iv's & long way to the village—a
good eight miles,” she said, dubiously ;
“an’ ye're not sthrong.”

“Yes," he answered wearily, 8s he
ot on the side of the bed where the
sick child lay tossing unessily, ** 1t’s &
long Wway, but it's our last chance.
We must thry and save her.”

With the first glint of the rising sup
he made ready to depart, and he kissed
the child before leaving. Maggie fol-
lowed him to the door and laid her hand
on his coat sleeve with a pathetic littie
gesture :

+¢ Are ye sure ye have the strength,
Shaun ?” she said. Yo know Pat
Murray, the ould man, gtarted for the
village two days 8g0, an’, an'—"

Shaun looked at her cariously as be
noticed her hesilation.

« [ know what ye maune,” he sald.
« They found him along the road yes-
terdsy. But don't WOrry. I'm
gthrong, an’ I'll be back to night, with
the help of God. Gocd by !" She
stood at the door, crumpiing her worn
apron in her havds, and watched him
until he was swallowed up in the hazy
mist of the dawn that covered the VAl
ley and mado the landscape & nebulous
blur. A cry from the sick child drew
her into the cabin. She smoothed the
little sufferer's tangled anourn Jocks
and molstened har fevered lips with
water. Then taking her in her arms,
she crooned & soothing air until the
child slept.

It was night when Shaun returned
dragging his feet after him as if they
were weighted. He stumbled toward
the bed, and lay on it with a long
drawn sigh of weariness, closing his
eyes that he might the more thorough-
ly enjoy the sense of rest that came to
him. Maggle cameé close to him with
evident anxiety to hear the result of
his errand. After awhile he opened
his eves and spoke :

+« ] gent the letter on the first mail.
I met Squire Bagley— him that used
to visit at Sanderson's— and 1 tould
him that I wanted sixpence to post &
Jetter. He gave me & ghillin', an’ I
bought this for her.”

He poloted with his thumb towards
little Mary, and Maggle noticed for

t iime that he held a package
{n his hand. She opene
and found a sixpenny loaf of durk
bread, rud then she broke some of the
loaf into water treasuring the crumbs
as if they wero gold.
the mixiura to the child she offared
some to Shaun ; but he would not eat
any and turned to gnaw the sodden
atoes that were on the rnde table.
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¢ You are Shaun Malia ?”
proportioned t0 his physique, was deep

« Well, what do you say to my pro-

¢ [ am,” sald Shaun.

The stranger walked oyer to the
door, and after peering out !
stant, set the bar in place.
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d not take ehippiug
50 I determined to ride
through these mountsins on ko
to Limerick and sall from thore.
gzave me the mone
for you, and he to
take refuge wit
you that he wo
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ed with the exciting events of the
roved too much for them, and
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sun ?

Sunlight was streaming in through| Thou thinkest perhaps tobe satisfied
the window when Shaun awoke, and | but thou canst not attain to it.
outside a blsckbird was lustily warb-|  If thou couldst see all things at once
ling his last song before flylng to the | before thes, what would it be buta
gouth. The sound of strange voices | vain sight ?
blended with the song of the bird, and Lift up thine eyes to God on high,
Shaun, throwing open the door, looked | and pray for thy sine and negli-
Two gentiemen were coming up | gences.
the path from the roadway. One of |~ Leave vain things to vain people ;
a stranger to Shaun, put in { but mind thou the things which God
the other, a gray-haired, kindly-faced } hath commanded thee.
man in clerical garb, be recognized his |  Shut thy door upon thee and call to
friend of Jong ago--the man to whom | thee Jesus thy beloved. .
all Ireland turned in the dread years Stay with Hium in thy cell ; for thou |
of famine— Rev Theobald Mathew. shalt not fiad so great peace anywhere

« Thapk God ?" Thank God !" was | else. i
all that he could utter &s the priest| If thon hadst oot gone ahroad and |
came towards him and grasped his | hearkened 10 rumors, thou wouldst |
! have kept thyself bettor in good peace; |
1 was afraild that you had forgotten | but gince thou art delig hted sometimes
ight,” | to hear news, thou muet thence guffar !
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But it is not yet too late,
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of whom you hav

¢+ I hear footsteps outside.”
Shaun, not answering,
the room to the chi
There was & lou
door and a voice shouted :

4 hammering at the

whispered Shaun :
‘ithere's a way t0 @8CApe.
cloak an’ up the chimney.

wide enocugh to hold ye, ¢ n' it's hu!it! The two visitors entered and the doc-
rough inside, o yo canc¢ jmb. Go to | tor made an examination of lttle Mary
the top an' stay there until the soldiers  while Father Mathew learned v
Meybe they won't find your | Shaun and his wife of the escape of the
mysterious fuglitive. Then, the doctor
v sald the stranger, makiug | haviog finished his diegnoels, they
ready to talk. awalted his dec

glion
++ Hurry,” eald Sheun, gtripping off | * It is & cond!tlon of malarial
the etranger’s cioak and throwing it brought about by improper food and
under thebed. ** In with ye now an'| exposure,’ gald the medical
up : an' may heaven speed ye'!” v and there need be no fear of an un

The stranger dias ppoared from view | favorable prognosis 1t ghe recelves
in the yawning black hole above the | proper t{reatment and nourishment.”
and an occasional chip of + That's the point,” said the priest
plaster falling to 11 of his progrees up « Now, Shaun, | have made arrange
The hammering at the door | ments with Dr. Burnham to have your
and Shaunp, quickly re little girl taken care of at his hospital
moving his coat to make believe that | until she 1s entirely well. The doctor
he had just risen, withdrew the bar peeds & hostler and & gardener,
lst the searching party enter. | you can come to terms with him, the
Two cfficars came first, fo.lowed by a | position 18 yours."”
Father Mathew, smiling expectantly,

«« Well,"” sald the older cfficer, *'vou | looked from Shaun to his wife.
geem to be mighty hard sleepers heso ; | little woman overcome with
it took you & long time to open that | buried her face in her apron and
gobbed hysterically ; while Shaun,
«] ax yer pardons, girg,” sald with a lump in his throat and his heart
« We have sicknese here an’ | beating as if it would burst, could only
I'm not overly nimble myse . gay :

«We are in search of an escaped ““God bless you ! It's more than 1
accused of several treason- deserve."”
able acts against Her Majesty's gov- One afterncon, in the early autumn,
' gaid the cfficer. ** Wehave | about a year after these events tock
every reason to believe that you are place, Shaun was trimming the hedge
harboring such & person, in defiance | in front of Dr. Burnham’s lawn when
But before searching the | one of the servants handed him & let-
you that are | ter. It was addressed in a bold hand
f £50 is offered for information | and bore an American postmark.
that will lead to this man's apprehen thought of the fugitive he had harbored
and saved a year before came to

Maggie sat by the bedside soothing Shaun's mind.
the sick child. The little uffsrer be- “ It must be from him,” he said ;
gan to call her father's name in a pite- i now I'll find out his name.”
ous tone of volce and be hurried to her He eagerly tore the envelops open
and kiesed her, whispering terms of | and found inclosed two glips of paper.
in ber ear. One of them was a draft for $100, and
on the other, written in ihe same bol
You need the money : your handwriting, were the words !

child requires attention ; we will cap- ¢t A birthdey present Lo the littl
tura him anyhow.” girl, from oune who has had reason to
Shaun sat at the head of the bed, | know and eppreciate the honor
the wall with a Bsirange, Shaun Malia,"—John A. Foote in the
blanched face. Catholic World Magazine.
] need the money an’ she needs S
it," he repested, absently, fingering " TR
the bedclothes. Maggle looked &t his IM[FATXO_N_P_{ CHRIST.
faca and bacame frightened at its ex- Love of Solitude and Silence.
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looked on curiously. grows sweel ; but if thou keep not to

Suddenly Shaun rose to bis fest and | it, it becomes tedious and distasteful.

ghouted hoarsely : If in the beginning of thy conver
's Saarch the place ; don't tempt me | slon thou accustom thyself to rem
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« Father Mathew doea not fore*et\ Ilelp your children to grow strong
friends in a hurry ; be only makes
them in a hurry.”

« Won't ye step inside " eald
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1" ghe cried. He Thou wilt find 1o thy cell what thou
buried his face in his arms and a half | wilt often loge abroad.
smothered soh was peard. The soldiers Thy cell, if thou continue in 1it,
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with a stolid face. Preparations were gelf every night; thal go she may be |
then begun (o etart & rearing fire in | come the more familiar with her Maker
the fireplace, 60 a8 10 gmoke the fugi- | the farther she liveth from all worldly
tive out if, as they guspected, he had | tumu't.
taken refuge in the chimney. Sud- For God with His holy Angels will
ral shots were heard and a | draw nigh to him who withdraweth
soldler ran in, saluting the command - himeelf from his acquaintance an
ing officer, and sald : friends.
(¢Sir, a man 0D horseback has just It is better to lie hid and take care
ridden through our lines on the road- of one's gelf, than, neglecting one's self
way below. Wae fired on him, but did | ¥ Work miracles even.
ing him. It is commendable for & religious
i Curse the luck !" sald the officer ; man to go celdom abroad, to fly be
« we shall never find him Dow among | 5¢€™ and not to desire to see men.
these mounntain roads. Pat to ycur Why wilt thou see what thou must
saddles and after him ; we must do our | not have? The world passeth away,
y and the concupiscence thereof. (1,
Then he addressed himself to Shaun, | John, i, 17 )
ying : The desires of sensuality draw thes
« The finding of the criminai’s cloak | abroad ; bnt when the hour is past,
here in jour dwelling looks bad for | what dost thou bring home, eave
you, my man ; but in view of your un- woight upon thy conscience and & die
fortuunate condition, and the consistent, sipation of heart ?
though in this case reprehensible, A joyful going abroad often bringe
gense of honor you have manifested, | forth a sorrowful coming home, aud a
have decided to overlook your part ia | merry evening makes a sad morning.
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time when we met in Cork.”
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¢« Dr. Burnham, this i8 Shaun Malia, | abours trom God.
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by accident, that he had cared for the Blegsed 18 that gervant, saith the
of thet time. And ho | Evangetist St. Luke, whom hig Lord,
thought that I might have forgotten | when he shall come, shall find watch-
; {ing. Awen, Iory 0 you, he ehall s¢t
Father Mathew laughed—a merry, { him over all bi8 possessione. (Luke,
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