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calculations, and indcui in commercial transactions as
well.  The associatio contends, however, that the
ior lconvenient as the ordinary
The reasons for this
t recently

metric is not so usefulfor
English system already! in use.
we may quote from thy association’s repor
published: )
“This Englis
the time of Elizabeth, #i
came established in the| English colonies.
rules in the United Stj}ps, in Canada, in Australasia,
etc. The English pco"p}*s have only one yard and one
W ellington, $)lashington and Westminster
] yard; Montreal, Maritz-
same identical
Empire are

4 ‘
h syst¢m has not been changed since
Established in England, it be-
Hence it

pound.
measure by the same igntical
burg and Melbournet yveigh by the
pound. The measurg§ of the Russian
based on the English #tich, of which the English yard
is a multiple. The Znglish yard and English pound
are the measures of nigire people directly concerned in
8 are the weights and measures

foreign commerce thah
of the metrical systen&

The upholders of!the metric system,
us, falsify the prvmi,gs@ somewhat when they base.an

argument for its uni.itebal adoption upon the con-

sideration that the ];1|§Qr proportion of Great Britain’s
foreign trade is carriefl on with countries in which it is
in force, for a little while ago, when the matter was
brought up in I’arli.ﬁﬂcnt, a member of the British
Government pointed g\jn that not more than 42 per

it seems to

tas carried on with such coun-

cent. of British tradez

: |
tries. 3
I¥ the use of the metric system is

However, thouglf
not compulsory in th& British Isles, it has been legal-

ized, so that any pcrfé_cin thinking it to his advantage
to make use of it canido so if he choose. And this is
its position also in Cai;qda and the United States.

[t is contended By some that since Germany has
seen fit to adopt the fetric standard of measurement,
s should iuﬁtiﬁahly do the same. 'But the
In the old .“;I:lt\\ of

other nation
cases are not exactly similar.
what is now the Gerfian Empire, there werée no less
than twenty-five ditfts}cnt kinds of “feet” “used in
lineal measure. Sontsort of uniformity was deemed
and the c(‘)‘sequcncc was the adoption of

necessary,
ritain, Canada and the United

the metre. In Great§
States this uniformityi/does to
exist. not only in thélg own respective terri

Al the association’s report points
the

a large extent already
tories, but
with each other.
out. the inch, foot, agre and mile measures are
same in the survey >}'§tcm< of some five hundred mil-
lion people, and its argument

such change would €ause an
could be complgted scarcely within a couple of

is, why change, when
amount of calculation

which
generations?

We do not pretefid to feel convinced that the
\‘urnpnls“ril}f(»i the metric system would be

adoption
u])])u”\‘llh sug-

attended with such hgrdships as its

but do realize! that the opposition
keen and reasoned, but gradually growing in volume.
The upshot 18 a difficplt thing to determine; it cer-
does not at-present, however, look like an eas)

is not only

oest,

tainly
win for the metricists;
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GREAT BRITAIN'S TRADE.

A\t the present time of fiscal controversy in the
( ther Countrv the Poatd of Trade returns for the
[Tnited Kingdom afe! looked for with increased in

terest. more particalarly that section of them which

trente of the movemant and ratio of trade with the

; THE MONETARY

onies and with fofeign countries. The following

TIMES

excerpt will serve to set forth the facts for the half-

year which ended on June 3oth last:

1905. 1904. 1903.
Imports from: £ £ £
Foreign coun-
tries f...... 211,832,037 213,429,200 200,160,100

l:ritlﬁl] }H ISSECS~

T T e LR 61,200,805 58,472,200

51,400,900

'liuml imp'ts 273,123,502 271,901,400 260,570,000
Exports to:

Foreign coun-

tries ....... 101,863,268 01,000,300 88,204,000
British posses-
sions ...... 53,842,503 53,110,400 54,318,600

Total exp’ts 155,706,221 144,110,700 142,522,600

In other words, there was an appreciable in-
crease in the imports from British possessions and
a decrease in those from foreign countries. At the
same time, British exports to the colonies stood
almost stationary, while those to foreigners showed
the large increase of almost eleven millions. Looking
at this matter more in detail, it appears that Britain’s
imports from Canada decreased quite materially,
the one item of flour having fallen away to the extent
of no less than 50 per cent. In respect of export
trade. that to Canada increased slightly. On the
other hand, the imports from Australia into the
Mother Country rose from £12,839,000 in the first
b;llf of 19004 to £15,185,000 in 1905, a satisfactory
increase for the Australians, which was due, no
doubt, to the improvement in climatic and business
conditions in the Componwealth. | Britain’s imports
from New Zealand showed a particularly large ex-
pansion. Those from the United .\'t:m-; decreased
by something like two and a half millions sterling,
while those from Germany increased materially.
Shipments from Britain to India rose from £18,-
S.’.’_lkn) to £20,339,000, while to Cape Colony they
fell from £6,243,000 to £4,918000. To t‘hinﬁ Ih(:'\'
increased from £4,000,000 to £6,938,000, and 1:)
_I:q@n from £2,004,000 to £4,459,000. Apart from
I;‘nlx:L ]ﬂh- showing of the British exportation list to
the colonies and possessions is a disappointing one
at a time when that to foreigners m‘u‘]J :u.t;zl]}u'a':l(-
\\.'l_\'.
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LIFE INSURANCE NOT UNDER QUESTION.

o read some articles in the public press and
to hear the comments of some “men.on the stréet,”
one would imagine that the principles, and, intlcc('l.
r'hc whole basis of life insurance, were in the crucible
1'»?' investigation. Recently things have (‘_:'HHl‘ wrong
with one or two of the great life insurance \‘ﬂH:
panies in the United States, and the cry goes up,
“Ifln-\ti«\';m-." But it is not life m\m‘:n-lcfN that is
]n‘ll‘]: criticized ; it is not the principle that has been
at fault. or that is to be investigated; it is“the man-
:::r.‘m’n' of a number of men in the business, influ-
ential in one city, it is true, but still few V'l‘h('ir
methods have been wrong: but the gre: -A ines-
timable “value of life insurance ih']\i ‘;f'n;“‘lli‘lt\m\:H-
shaken. ‘
‘ »Tt x.wm\t .?t(- remembered that as a great financial
institution, life insurance is comparatively a - new

thing “et during i ifeti f
ing. Yet during its lifetime many far-reaching up-
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